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Unreasonable Renaissance Zone Bill
Threatens The Reasonable Approach

Dustin Gawrylow
Jan 30

Earlier this session, I testified Neutral (with caveats) on HB 1266, a bill that would
simply allow a city that failed to have it’s Renaissance Zone renewed have a second
chance to get it back. (see video above)

The caveat to my Neutral testimony was that the committee needs to make sure this

remains a clean bill, and that if any other Renaissance Zone provisions are added to
this that do not protect taxpayer or weaken current protections that Neutrality would
flip to Opposition.
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HB 1266 passed the House by a vote of 84-7.

Now comes Senate Bill 2391 which has a host of absurd changes to the Renaissance
Zone program itself.

Among the most egregious features of this bill, it:

allows cities to have two islands, not just one,

allows properties to have a 2nd exemption 30 years after the completion of the 1st
exemption,

https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/68-2023/regular/bill-actions/ba1266.html?bill_year=2023&bill_number=1266
https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/68-2023/regular/documents/23-1121-01000.pdf
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F82fa594e-2f69-4d94-b830-6437ca4dc067_722x664.png


1/31/23, 8:11 PM Unreasonable Renaissance Zone Bill Threatens The Reasonable Approach

https://watchingnd.substack.com/p/unreasonable-renaissance-zone-bill 3/4

increases the tax-exemption time from 5-years to 7 & 1/2 years,

increases the time between each renewal period from 5 years to 10 years.

Those who have followed my work know that I have opposed previous expansions of

the program, and have worked at the local level to leverage the program to get the
Bismarck City Commission to close down the TIF District.
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Since personally being appointed to the Bismarck Renaissance Authority by former
mayor Steve Bakken in 2019, I have worked within the program to enhance the
protections to for taxpayers by modifying the Return-On-Investment (ROI)
calculations, and have proposed other changes.

The City of Bismarck will need to offer Burleigh County many one-off changes to the

terms of the program in order to be granted a second chance on the program by the
county commission. And that is how Local Control should work!

Senate Bill 2391 creates the danger to reopen those old fights, as well as make this
program an even bigger controversy statewide.

The supporters of the Renaissance Zone program should think twice about the

unreasonable provisions in SB 2391 and stick to the more reasonable approach in HB
1266.
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To show your opposition to this concept of expanding the Renaissance Zone program,
send a message to your legislators in opposition to SB 2391 by clicking here.
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