North Dakota Association for Behavior Analysis

northdakotaaba@gmail.com
http://northdakotaba.org

While North Dakota Medicaid currently reimburses applied behavior analysis as a billable service for children
diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder, the North Dakota Association of Behavior Analysis and its
Membership are writing to kindly provide additional information on the usage of applied behavior analysis to
both assess and treat common behavioral problems across the lifespan for individuals with a variety of
psychological and medical diagnoses.

Peer-reviewed research and case studies have demonstrated that the implementation of behavior analytic
treatments have remediated, and effectively treated symptomology related to
developmental/dental/medical/psychological/cognitive disorders for pediatric, adult, and geriatric populations.
Limiting reimbursement to children diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder may prevent medically-necessary
and efficacious treatment that address improvement of symptomology related to specific disorders. Several
peer-reviewed journals have published demonstrations of efficacious treatment utilizing behavior analytic
principles and techniques to treat a wide-variety of disorders over the lifespan. Such journals include: Journal of
Applied Behavior Analysis, Behavior Modification, Behavioral Interventions, Analysis of Verbal Behavior,
Autism, Autism Research, Behavior Analysis in Practice, Behavior Analysis: Research and Practice, Education
and Training in Autism and Developmental Disabilities, Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders,
Journal of Behavioral Education, Journal of Experimental Analysis of Behavior, Perspectives on Behavior
Science, Research in Autism Spectrum Disorders, Research in Developmental Disabilities, and Clinical Case
Studies. Applied behavior analysis as a treatment has been supported by several organizations that represent
individuals across the lifespan for a variety of disorders including Association of Behavior Analysis
International, Association of Professional Behavior Analysis, American Academy of Pediatrics, American
Psychological Association, National Education Association, and Center for Disease Control.

The North Dakota Association of Behavior Analysis and its Membership believe that if age and diagnostic
restrictions are removed, thousands of North Dakotans would have access to peer-reviewed and evidence-based
practices to habilitate, rehabilitate, and enrich the lives of those who receive the service. Expanding the
populations that could receive ABA services could also increase the urgency of developing, creating, and
maintaining necessary training programs for potential behavior technicians, paraeducators, nursing and dental
assistants, general and special educators, and behavior analysts.

We urgently ask the State to review the scope of behavior analysis and move toward including ABA services
across the lifespan and across a variety of diagnoses.

Respectfully,

The North Dakota Association for Behavior Analysis and Its Membership
[Membership signatures attached.]
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