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Chairman Louser, members of the Industry, Business and Labor
Committee, I am Dr. Paul Kolstoe representing the Board of Psychologist
Examiners (Board). I am a Psychologist, licensed under Chapter 43-32 of
the ND Century Code. The Board asked that I appear today to make
clear we are highly aware of the PsyPact bill you are considering and to
make clear that, while we see our role to have a neutral stance while you
set policy, we are prepared to implement the interstate compact should

you pass it. We also ask you to make an important amendment.

I will be brief as others can speak to the advantages and disadvantages.
The Board has attended conferences with specific training on this
interjurisdictional compact and are very aware of the provisions. The
Board voted to take a Neutral position on SB 2205. The specific reason is
that members felt the Compact decision was a policy decision reserved to
the legislative process, and the Board felt obliged to respect that. We
understand our role in the legislative process is to advise on the

procedural mechanisms of regulation and leave overall policy to you.

Some simple data from the Covid experience was that there were 83
psychologist applications to the Department of Health during the
governor’s proclamation suspending various types of licensing rules for
interstate practice. Of those psychologists, 66 were approved and 17

were not. Of these psychologists, the North Dakota State Board of
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Psychologist Examiners was not involved in any of the information or

decision making.

The Compact required 7 states to adopt it before it would become active,
and it has been operational since April 2019. PsyPact now includes 36

states with more currently considering adoption, including North Dakota.

If passed, obligations of the Board will be to select a commissioner to
represent the Board on the PsyPact Commission, which involves at least
one annual meeting. In addition, the PsyPact Commission operating
costs are offset by PsyPact registration revenue of those using the system
and an annual assessment of each member state. This is estimated to be
up to $6,000 annually, which is currently within the means of the Board

without causing any imminent increase in licensing fees.

PsyPact provides a system to track interstate practitioners and a method
for handling complaints across jurisdictional lines. If PsyPact is not
adopted in this session, it would be advisable to develop such a
mechanism for regulatory boards across disciplines should another

governor’s emergency proclamation like this be required again.

AMENDMENT

The proposed amendment is generated by the Board and would not
impact the PsyPact Compact. Itis an important link in the regulation of
psychologists at the very end, nearly independent, stage of their training.
It would provide the Board with the formal relationship between

psychology interns and their supervising licensed psychologist, which
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allows psychology interns in formal North Dakota programs to be paid for
their services through their licensed psychologist supervisor.

The most effective recruiting method for psychologists is to have formal
internships in the state, as interns are highly likely to remain in the area
where they complete their internship. North Dakota agencies are working
at more than doubling the internship slots, and this funding capability will

allow even more growth in the recruiting and development opportunities.

I would be happy to answer any questions.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2205
Page 1, line 1, after “enact’ insert “section 43-32-20.2 of the North Dakota Century
Code, relating to a predoctoral internship program; to create and enact”
Page 1, line 4, after “SECTION 1.” Insert the following

“Section 43-32-20.2 of the North Dakota Century Code is created and enacted as
follows:

43-32-20.2. Predoctoral supervised psychological internship.

The Board may adopt rules and standards establishing a predoctoral supervised
psychological internship program.

Renumber accordingly





