Pat-down procedures are used to determine whether prohibited items or other threats to
transportation security are concealed on the person. You may be required to undergo a
pat-down procedure if the screening technology alarms, as part of unpredictable
security measures, for enhanced screening, or as an alternative to other types of
screening, such as advanced imaging technology screening. Even passengers who
normally receive expedited screening, such as TSA PreCheck™ passengers, may at
times receive a pat-down.

A pat-down may include inspection of the head, neck, arms, torso, legs, and feet. This
includes head coverings and sensitive areas such as breasts, groin, and the buttocks.
You may be required to adjust clothing during the pat-down. The officer will advise you
of the procedure to help you anticipate any actions before you feel them. Pat-downs
require sufficient pressure to ensure detection, and areas may undergo a pat-down
more than once for the TSA officer to confirm no threat items are detected.

TSA officers use the back of the hands for pat-downs over sensitive areas of the
body. In limited cases, additional screening involving a sensitive area pat-down with the
front of the hand may be needed to determine that a threat does not exist.

You will receive a pat-down by an officer of the same gender. TSA officers will explain
the procedures to you as they conduct the pat-down. Please inform an officer if you
have difficulty raising your arms or remaining in the position required; an external
medical device; or areas of the body that are painful when touched. You may request a
chair to sit if needed.

At any time during the process, you may request private screening accompanied by a
companion of your choice. A second officer of the same gender will always be present
during private screening.
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What Does the Fourth Amendment Mean?

The Constitution, through the Fourth Amendment, protects people from unreasonable searches and
seizures by the government. The Fourth Amendment, however, is not a guarantee against all
searches and seizures, but only those that are deemed unreasonable under the law.
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Home

Searches and seizures inside a home without a warrant are presumptively

unreasonable.
Payton v. New York, 445 U.S. 573 (1980).

However, there are some exceptions. A warrantless search may be lawful:
If there is probable cause to search and exigent circumstances; Payton v. New York,
445 U.S. 573 (1980)

A Person

When an officer observes unusual conduct which leads him reasonably to conclude that
criminal activity may be afoot, the officer may briefly stop the suspicious person and
make reasonable inquiries aimed at confirming or dispelling the officer's suspicions.
Terry v. Ohio, 392 U.S. 1 (1968)

Minnesota v. Dickerson, 508 U.S. 366 (1993)



