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_Incarcerated Initiativ 2Mi istry on the Margins currently employs 6 people who

Mister Chairman, Members of the Senate Appropriations Committee, Friends-and

colleagues ofthe-Pepartmentof Corrections-and-Rehabilitation.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today.

My name is Sister Kathleen Atkinson. | serve as the director of Ministry on the
Margins, an ecumemcal volunteer-based program serving over 1200 people a
week. Along Fsantr ; : . PiT
involved with spmtual groups in the men’s penitentiary, women'’s penitentiary

and Missouri River Correctional Center, the Free Through Recovery Program, a

Families of the Incarcerated Support Group, and the DOCR Children of the . ;=-

are second chance hirés and we’re actively involved in supporting men and C;
women who have been incarcerated to attain an;l maintain employment (A e,
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/ 10 years ago | came into this very room and | started my first bible study with men ' %J
P {who were inmates here. Scared like everything to walk down the hallways! It ' 1;
changed my life. 91/2 years ago | heard the fears and hopes of a man who was {7@/ ‘

) M’ being released from prison and hoped never to return. | simply said “I'll pick you
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up”and that is the beginning of MOTM. [t also changed my life. by s oy
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By Iistenlng to the people here in this room | hope you are learning that most e
people who are incarcerated are men and women just Ilke(us) many of whom

have experienced challenges far greater than any of us,and they who hope to

change their lives. This place and community has the opportunity to be a

place of healing and restoratien. Programs that focus on behavioral health, ..., -
restorative Justfce addiction treatment, job tramlnma“ﬂ programs that focus\ ]

on this space asa placefrom which peOple will be returning to be productive

members of our workforce and communities. Not all will be able to accomplish

this... but many.
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| hope you're hearing that this is about changmg lives more than just doing tlmM
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and that’s hard work. It’s a great investment of finances on behalf of the state. Lol
B&t it's worth it. Because our people and our communities are worth it. j’*{



