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Senator Bekkedahl and members of the Senate Appropriations Committee.  The Valley 

Prosperity Partnership (VPP) is a membership organization led by business executives – joined 

by leaders from higher education, economic development, and chambers of commerce – to 

advance and advocate for shared strategic economic development opportunities that will 

strengthen and diversify the Red River Valley region and the entirety of North Dakota.  

 

Employers of all sizes in all sectors of North Dakota’s economy depend on working parents. 

Working parents, in turn, depend upon childcare. Without it, many parents – particularly 

mothers – cannot join or rejoin the labor force.  

 

Quality childcare is an early learning setting for young children that creates a foundation for 

future learning, including school readiness. This makes childcare a two-generation support for 

working families, helping parents return to the workforce while also giving kids a future-

learning jump start. 

 

The VPP supports HB1540 and strongly endorses funding for childcare that will positively 

impact availability, affordability, and workforce. Closing the childcare gap is a top priority for 

the VPP and employers throughout North Dakota.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of this important legislation. 
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