
HB 1157 North Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs 3/17/2023
Lonnie Wangen-Commissioner

Senate Agriculture and Veterans Affairs Committee
68thi Legislative Session
Senator Luick -Chair

Chairman Luick and Senate Agriculture and Veterans Affairs Committee,

Please accept this testimony in support of HB 1157.

Intent of this bill:

• Provide $500,000 one-time funding for construction of a Fisher House in North Dakota.
o Veteran and Family lodging while undergoing medical treatment
o Similar to “Ronald McDonald House”

Need for bill:

• Fargo VA Medical Center (VAMC) has the largest geographical area of any VAMC in the
VA

• ND Veterans and families drive up to 400 miles or 7 hours one way to utilize the Fargo
VAMC

• Fargo VAMC medical ND Veteran appointments
o 2021: 295,413 19,858 unique veterans
o 2022: 279,065 20,113 unique veterans

• Up to $9 Million cost for Construction and furnishing.
o Federal VA caimot fund raise or add funds to the construction of house (by law).

Fundraising is through the non-profit Fisher House Organization.
o Fund raising pays for Construction and furnishing only.
o Once the house is built it will be transferred to the Federal VA.
o All ongoing costs are covered by the Federal VA.
o State of ND will not have ownership or fiscal responsibility in the future.

Outcome of bill:

• Construction of an estimated $9 Million house located on or near Fargo VA Medical Center
Campus.

o Approximately 16 Suites
o Veterans and Families can stay at no cost while veteran undergoes treatment at VA or

Contracted medical facility.
• Could serve up to 23,000 family members per year (4 per suite per night)
• Serve all of North Dakota, 17 counties of MN, 1 county of SD

This incredible Public-Private partnership includes Federal VA, State of ND, State of MN,
Non-profit Fisher House Organization, Non-profit Dakota Medical Foundation and many private
donors. Please support this important project.
Thank you for your consideration.

Lonnie Wangen Commissioner-NDDVA
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Location & Construction:

• Construction goal:
o Begin 2023-2024
o Land & construction

funds need to be
acquired.

• Construction, landscaping,
furnishings, and artwork.
estimated up to $9 million

• Location will be on or near
the Fargo VA Medical
Center Campus.

FISHER HOUSE
NORTH DAKOTA

Rendering of Fisher House North Dakota.

Fisher House North Dakota
• 13,400+ square foot

building.

• Approximately 16-Suites.

• Estimated to serve 23,000
family members per year.

• Serves North Dakota and
18 Counties in Minnesota
and South Dakota.

Donor Reco2nition

• Donor Recognition will be
provided on a permanent
Brass Plaque located inside
the Fisher House.

• Donations are for
construction of ND House.

• Federal VA covers ongoing
operation expenses after
construction.

Donations accepted at Impact Foundation-Support Our Veterans Fund-Fisher House campaign
https://app.givingheartsday.org/ff/charity/235 www.fisherhouse.org

Questions: fisherhousend@gmail.com
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