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Bill to provide free school meals heads to governor's desk
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their studies, where they belong,” Sen. Michael Padilla, D-Albuquerque, who introduced the bill,
said in an interview after the vote,




of this legislation.”

Nibert said lawmakers wil] have to “aggressively” address providing more funding for school meals

in the future, adding he doubted the $22.5 million would be enough to help just Albuquerque Public
Schools implement the program.

SB 4 sets up an incentive grant program to schools that meet quality standards to purchase and
provide New Mexico-grown, raised or processed food products.

Almost three-quarters of New Mexico students already receive free and reduced-price lunches,
according to the Kids Count Data Center — one of the highest rates in the country.

The national nonprofit Feeding America estimates one in five children in New Mexico face hunger
problems.
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