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Mrs, Lewis Goodhouse =
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Mrs, Left Bear -

Mrs, Elsie Greywind -

Mré, Alex PFournier -
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is in his 60's and has been tribal
chairman for 11 years,

is in her L0's and is the mother of

10 children, She is a volunteer com-
munity health worker and is leading
the mothers'! effort to alleviate child
welfare problems on the Devils Lake
Sioux Reservation,

is in her-50's and the mother of 8
children, She is a Bureau of Indian
Affairs education counselor

is in her [j0's and all her 6 children

are in non~-Indian foster homes off
the Reservation,

s in her 50's and the mother of §

children, She looks after her grand-
children,

is in her 60's and has 19 children, her
ovn and foster children, She is currently
the center of a court case in which the
Benson County Welfare Board is seeking

to remove an infant from her custody.
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Martin J. Dain

Sioux delegation at press conference, left to right: Mrs. Lewis
Goodhouse, Mrs. Alvina Alberts, Tribal Chairman Lewis
Goodhouse, and Mrs. Alex Fournier. Far right: Mr. William
Byler, Executive Director of the AAIA.




4 the tribes of Indians onto reservations.

By ANTHONY BURTON

The white man nad slaughtered the buffalo on

4 which her ancestors had depended. The white man had

taken the plains and forests for his own and herde

That was history and it could net te changed. But

Mrs. Left Bear was suffering =ancther nwsm#wq and
yesterday she came to New York from Devils Lake

1 reservation in North Dakota to plead that this should
- ": not become history tco.

Her Chiidren Were Tcken Away .
She sat in 2 room in midtcwn Manhattan and told

" |2 press conference that the white man, in the guise of
i & welfare agency, had stolen all her five children.

The youngsters, .aged 8 to 16, had been taken
away despite her protests and put in white foster

~3 hemes.

With her was Lewis Gocdhouse, chairman om.wmm
trive., and four other Indian meothers who had first-

Thand knowledge of what they called ehild-snatching. .

Their protest sponsored bty the Association on

American Indian Affairs, z- private charity group,

For Mrs. Left Bear, a Sioux Indian, Mmmwm?..
>Ilday was the day that the renowned stoicism of
$her people {imilly deserted her. :

they will go to Washington icday to. repeat t{heir
ples to government cfficials. )

Mrs. Left Bear was shy and inarticulate in the
strange surroundings cf the press conference yesterday,
But she did her best, and then the ssseciation’s execu-
‘tive director, Williamn Byler, fcck over,

Fif Everyone in Middle-Class Mold

He s=aid that white welfare woerkers, with middle-
class suburban outlooks, were taking the children away
in an attempt to turn them into white reople.

He agreed that conditions were tad cn the reserva-
tions, but added: R
“As sad and terrible as ike eenditicns are ihat

Indian children must face as they grow up, ncthing .

exceeds the eruelty cf being
_ removed from their families. i
. “On the Devils Lake reservetion, appreximately
25% of the children torn cn ike reservation are event-
ually taken from their parents itp live in adeptive
‘homes, foster homes or instituticns.
“This js 50 times the rate for the nation as a whole.
Eighty per cent of 2]l Navajo children hLetween the

vnjustly and vnnecessarily

to ‘educate them’ to the white man’s way.”
Byler szid that on the Devils Lake reservation, the

A

" Devil

Jp—

They

s Lake

don’t

And Now, ‘when the Indian comes before us,
he is nio longer a diversion; he is a reproach and
& warning. . )
Tunere were these six Sioux from the Devils
Take Trike at Fort Totien, N. D., who stopped
at the Overseas Press Club yesterday on their -
way to Washington and the presentation of their .
grievance. . . :
One of them was Lewis Goodhouse, their
trital chairman: the ofiters were women., They
had vome il this way in-search of their children.
There are only 1,721 Devils Take Sioux leit
on the reservation. One quarter of their children
have been taken away and put info instifutions
or foster homes or adopied into families they do

- notr know.

n-the winter many Devils T.ake Sioux have

‘1 me resource except public relief, Mrv, (loodhouse

sgyve, . County welfare . makes them wait until
they have exhausted their last credit: “The' chil
“en mre zlways hungry and bare-dfocoted: ihe

stavts drinking; the mother
then they are unfit parenis and

‘akeg the

the Wel-
children away from them,

MURRAY MEMPTCE

H:m:mn of course, have tne special proiccuon
of thé ancient treaty pledges of the United States
-of America. and for just as much as that's worth,

~ages of € and 9 are taken from ilteir pareits in crder

7Y
“ lribe died and left her husband with nin®Childrer:

.- Xe couldn’t do Wwith them, and I said to-him, ‘Why
them.” That was Letore welfare and we lived by

selling firewood.” - Yoe o [
Now her 18 natural and fostéf children are.

, eaponsible “for rémevioy:
the children. He claimed that the tzibal-court whick’j
heard the .custody cases was iptimidated - by “white.
cfficials. ] T d T

“Today, in this Indian community, a welfdre worker
is locked on as a symbol of fear rather than of hope,”"

Brler said, “The children, When they hear the sound:
c¢f a strange car coming down the. road,” fear that
it is the welfare worker coming to take them away

Another-of -the Indian mothers, Mrs. Alvina ATberis;
said she knew ome little boy who. said .he weuld
throw his spear at the welfare workers -if théy. ¢
for him and then he would run away.:

Little Wealih, Plenly of Love %%

“They’re trying to make white people outlef us,
she said. “They use their own standards to judge us
What is the difference if an Indian woman has plent;
cf love but her child is barefoot with 2 dirty face ani
jam on his nose?” - 7 o0

_ Byler claimed that experieénce had shown there w.
a high rate of suicide and alecholism. among Indians:
removed as children from their families.

“And what is s0 wonderful about white people
we want to change Indinns and make them like

. he asied. - S R Y 3

T

Casmech b 311

S

lyng time age; one of the w

Tairean of
wwun. every;

Pot &

were like steps, they were so close together;
of: kidnap!

ramn

you bring them to me? I'll find a place for

SH recognized as s woman of a
‘staris drink.  ehiel nebility instead of the object of 2
vursuit.

The Devils Lake Sioux have their own Court of

Indian Offenses, governed by tribal statue. andg
their own judge, Margarer Iron Heart, appointed
for them by the U. S. Bureau of Indian Ajfui s

Se the Dept. of Welfare of Benson n.c..::.a..‘..

N. D, took its complainis to Judge Jron H art,
who azssurned in her confusion that it was her
duty to do what the county government told her
and surrendcered the children.

€ne of the pilgrims Lere was a Mrs, Left
Bear, whe has had 2il six of her children scattered
by this process to different homes. Another wias

Mre. Alex Fournier, who is in her €0s and has.

been taking in the lost ¢hildren ol other Devils
Lake families for more than 32 years now. .
There cught 1o be g time when Mrs: T

VR 4

Qe o
peculiar and gpe-
sherifi’s

i o e M

grown and gone away, and she has no company.
except a 3-year-old orphan she had taken 'in, Last
winter the county Welfare Dept. ‘ordered her t
surrendier him to a white foster mothér., -5 =
“They said I had boys who had been in jail 5
and sgometixes came 10 Yee me and that it was a ,....w.. .
had influence.” - : T
One night the county sheriff descénded upon
her <iRd Mre. Fournier held the child while her 7=
foster-mother-successor-designate tugged at him.
The tribal chairman went off to get his camera
and record this triumph of official benevolence,
at which the sheriff took alarm and left. Mrs.
Feurmer is in court now trying to kcep her last-» i - o
foster child. “T'd hate to part with him™ she says:~ . »
‘The Indians are a warning to us because they. ..
© ihe ”m Americans guaranteed the speeial ;.

of . 8. geovernment. They gave ug to -
ization their right to hunt and fish and our =-
aties promised them the componsation’ of
n, feod when needed and our. Publie
Services. They were the first wards of

ur cup st welfare svetam -



Wednesday, July 24, 1968 %

‘I'HE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

- parents,

scrowding, v
s Hmitetions
Mhey svetlows the itk ievolional environs

@

Indian friends

" By Peter C. Stuart

oo Staff correspondent of
v« TheChristian Sqience Momtor
-New York

. An American Indian assistance group
.charges that the white man has found a
-yiew way to prey upor_;"the,y_gd x_nan-—pluc}c-
/ing away his children and placing them in
foster homes. [.. =+ . e gt o
" And a leader.in the welfare-rights move-

: Jment suggests that “schild snatching” is a

problem among other deprived

major
Americans,, . . .. .. ;
- The Assqciation” on American Indian
“# fairs leveled its charge at a press confer:
ence here. Spokesmen said: . g
. @ Eighty percent of all Navajo children
“het reen ages 6 and 9 are taken from their

~

@ In North and South Dakota, where In.
Jians comprise only 3 percent of the popu-

" tation, Indian’ children’ account for nearly

‘haif of all children placed in foster homes.

Revroval set ot 200, o

vilPe © . re Siour. Reservation
i 25 percent of chil
v oo aver .ually removed
5. % {imes the rate for the

&y ke

[ ]
“Unitoe Stater w2 o woole,

® Some ci the 2508 Inc an children who
-attend woanling wcheos operated by the
Unitec {s:r Aureau of Indian Affairs must
do s buravge weti.e workers feel the

_gchoois offer & betier environment than the:

~home. .
» Wil'arn 3yler, executive director of the
group which ¢'nivug a merbership of 30,000,

sai¢ Indicn chiuren are cemoved through
Sthe missienayy zal af welfare workers to

imyose the siencerds of v aite middle-class

" subtrbia. "

He said wailare workars «ce only the over-

¢ Yirdian homes, He said

ol

meng’” to £ o g Al e e

!
!
¥

charge abuse

“of children

inenoe, and other physieal |

. ~Teservation, Sy
P""  Mrs. Alvina Alberts,, a mother of eight--

Vwit»h a kindly, bronzed face, pr,otgsged that,

b b i e TR S e v g

' Intimidation charged .
.. Mr. Byler said most Indian children are
" removed in a manner that is. technicaily

:Tegal, but the tribal courts often are “intimi- .
' dated” by welfare workers—or shunned

*“altogether..

‘In some. cases, however, welfare -work-.
Ters resort to threatening to cut off an In- -,

Zdian foster family’s aid if it refuses to

‘“surrender a foster child, Mr. Byler said.,

i

-

“Affairs flew a delegation of seven Sioux

The Association on American Indian ~

“from the North Dakota reservation to New.

York to dramatize its case. .

Blinking into the strange glare of..téle-- '

: viston floodlights at the press conference,
I they told the human side of the problem.

related in broken English how all six of .|

her children had been taken from her and '

" Mrs. Left Bear, a pretty, young mother,

put in non-Indian “foster homes off, the

3

“Indian children lose -their Indi'an"i.déntity"

.when reared.outside the reservation. -

‘Problem emphasized . =~ "t

.of the National Welfare Rights Organizas
‘tion, with headquarters in Washington, told
this reporter that the removal of children

¥

|
i

" Dr. George A. Wiley, executive‘direét'b‘rlf

'for foster homes is ‘“‘a very substantial
problem’—not only among Indians, but also
among other disadvantaged Americans.

i He charged. that provisions in the recent .

i

H
i
1
¢

??memlments to the Social- Security Act
‘enceurage this.”” He said welfare agen. -
cies now are instructed to make full use of

child-placement services as one. méans of
compelling mothers on welfare to take job
training. . .

Investigations asked

"' He added that the federal government ’

‘now offers to reimburse foster parents for
child-placement costs at a rate up to three

times as great as that for the natural par- -

ents (a maximum of $100 per month, com-
pared with a-maximum of $32 a month).

. The Association on American Indian
!Affa.n's wants the federal government to in-
i vestigate charges of ‘‘child-welfare abuses”
,against Indians and to cut ‘4o a minimum”
.the unnecessary enrollments in Bureau of
Indian Affairs boarding schools.

. The group has written Wilbur J. Cohen,
Secretary of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare, and Stewart L. Udall, Secretary of the .

Interior, tp press its demands. Leaders of
the organization and the Sioux delegation
planned to follow up with a visit to Wash-
ington.
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‘on the
W h@ﬁ"
Bv I"‘%RT'N GL’RSH‘FI.\I‘

" - Slare LLdJEl‘ Mew \'Ol'k BUI’E!U

NEW YORK — She ivas

Iﬂcvhr educated than most of s that parents -are unfit |
..the Sioux from North Dakota.: guardians of their young and:

“She %ad a high school edu- that Indian-homes are too-un-

“cailon ‘because,” as . she exe: healthy for the children.

plmnnJ “her father was a-

tough - old  disciplinarian, Hel dle class standards to judge |

o e de his kids go to school.

w U That was ‘oné reason: Mrs
N Alvma Alberts came t6 New|

.. York yesterday. The - Sioux

-, of Tt Toitenw in Benson
. Connty, . North' Dakota:. had,’
;- anked her 16 npeak for them.
© The county welfare people,
. tharged Mrs. Alberts, a wom-
Y an in her £0s; dre breaking .
Cup Tndian families illegally
by taking children. from poor-
homes and forcefully sendmg
them off for adoptmn thh
LW hxh families.... . .

- LQ7 IDENTITY

" ay want to make. whlte
» ot of the Indians...
o tor assimilate . In-
ity the white. race.
ra starting voth the, klds
auge” they. r‘mv)m’t do it
us,” \hs. Albwrts sald

[

ztery. she inid - wag
comsurﬂ'-w[ by ve other |

CSioux who had ¢ me t' New .
i‘gm-z; \m her e oWl
twham X r, ey ecre-
ta* the A- '

~an Inch n

.fi 1\‘ EX Al\-
1.4
liv 2t fynie ;

RRTPUOR Y B4

\ proud
wmr;;@@ﬁ?h

local welfare * agencies. are |
£11y51cally breakmg up famv—»
€3 ‘i

:love'nr 2 ,

.7 'That, was why she and the | .
o other Sioux-had come to New .
' York o 4.‘.;..‘. :

(Q lf'

gl g

"'Emﬁa@m

fribe -

The' excuse. used she says, -

““They ‘are using white mid-

Ithe Indian way of life,” said {
Byler. . RS |

e

LOVE: 'mn KEY I

“What is the dxfference 1£
an Indian home is poor,”
asked Mrs. Alberts “as long
as there is an abundance of

‘Mts. -Alberts, sald in North
Dakota there’ was no- way' to
hring the .grestionable tacs '}
tics - of ~ the local welfard ).
agencies before ‘the public.

. “We want our chlldren and-.
- our grandchildren but we are },
not " allowed to keep them,"
Mrs. Alberts said.:

“4We are told we have 1o

rights: Sometimes we don’t. :

know which way to turn or
what to do. We need help. ¥
“We are too 'baclnvard,"
"she continued eloguently.
© “Sometimes our people just |
despair and give up their |

" _children without a fight.” . .
: THE THREATS
. Mrs. Alberts said that wel<

4

fare workers. threaten Indian
parents with jail and loss of

not give up their children. . .

~-Some 50 per cent of the In- |
dian population is unem- |
ployed, Byler pointed out.:
" The average Indian- family:
earns $1,500 a year. Indians
:Hardly have more than five

‘years of  sehooling, <90 “per |
“cent of their housing is sub- |.
-standard and their average
‘age at death i is 44 years. . - <

. There was“ 4 second rea-
. son; Mrs. -Alberts said: she
hgd come to New York. Her
:was killed . in - Vietnam last |
I‘ebruary and she felt'she had

" earned the. rlght to speak for g
her fellow Indians. ;

Mrs Albex’ts pomted out T,
that although her hushand,
“George is. a farm. laborerf
. and makes little money none -

‘of their nine chxldren had
- gone bad. .

" g' “Don’t - mlsunderstand I’
{ not bittef, about my: bny dy- .

.ing in Vietnam. T h,ave two
“" other sons jn the service. None
" of .them were drafted.. They
. all volunteered. He died for

' a good cause. . :

“You see, we have no Ir- -

dlan draft dodgers or .Indians

i 'who' burn draft cards,”When

¢ it's time to go, you go ‘Just
“like "in the- ld days when
s the chief said it was lime to
go on the warpath the’ young

=, men went, -

70 “That is"why .I feel 1 have -
La right. to- speak,” Mrs. Al-
berts ~ said,”  ‘“‘Besides w
) have no complaint against the ™
federal government. Its- the

wel!are payments if they do C’jnson County welfare. peo-
p -

.lg'we don't like,”

B T P

M

i
T
1,
:
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FOR_RELEASE TO PUBLICATIONS
DATED WeDNESDAY, JULY 17, 1968

Charges of child-snatching from American Indian parents and
coerclon by welfare workers through starvation threats were made at
a news conference at the Overseas Press Club yesterday (Tues,,July 16),

Makihg the charges was a mothers' delegation of Devil's Lake
Sioux Indian women and their Tribal Chairman, Lewls Goodhouse, who
came from their North Dakota reservation to New Yorlk before their ap-
pearance today in Washington, to Beseech help from government officials,

-The Association on American Indian Affairs, a national citizens!
voluntary organization of 30,000 members, called the news conference
in order "to expose the scandalous situation regarding forcible removal
of Indlan youngsters without due process of law, which has reached
epldemic proportions," according to William Byler, Executive Director
of the Association,

He stated that the rate of American Indian children on the
Devil's Lake Sioux Reservation who have been removed from their home
environments is 50 times higher than the naﬁional rate of all American
children separated from home, "This shameful situation should not be
allowed to exist in this country," Mr, Byler said,

Chlldren are forcibly removed from their Indian homes and

= more =




placed in white foster care because, he continued, "a concerted effort \

is being made to assimilate Indian children into white soclety, without
regard to the wishes of the Indian people themselves. What the Indians/ﬁ

are flghting against is the missionary zeal of welfare workers to imposé

the standards of white middle class suburbia "

In letters released at the news conference to Secretary of

Health, Education and Welfare Wilbur Cohen, and to Secretary of the
Interior Stewart Udall, ﬁhe Association on American Indian Affairs re-
quested é probe of child custody abuses that victimize American Indians
and the nation's poor people in general,

PLEASE SEE TEXT OF ATTACHED LETTERS FOR DETAILS .

#o# # #
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The Association on American Indian Affairs has called upon
Health, Education, and Welfare Secretary Wilbur Cohen to
probe charges by American Indian parents that many of them
are unjustly deprived of their children,

In a letter to Secretary Cohen released today, William Byler,

. Executive Director of the national Indian-interest organization,
stated that there is evidence to show that Indian children are
unnecessarily and unjustly taken from their parents or Indian
-foster parents for placement in white homes,

He pointed out that on one reservation in North Dakota approximately

1 out of 4 children born on the reservation are separated from their
parents and placed in foster homes, adoptive homes, or in institutional
care. He indicated that this rate was 50 times greater than the rate
for our society as a whole,

Byler indicated that discrimination by welfare officials and discriminatory
standards and laws are a major reason for this high rate.

In a letter to Secretary of Interior Udall released today, Byler also
urged the Bureau of Indian Affairs to launch a crash program to reduce
sharply the number of Indian children institutionalized in Bureau of
Indian Affairs boarding schools,

The text of the letters to Secretary Cohen and Secretary Udall are sttached.
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The Honorable Wilbur Cohen July 12, 1968
~Secretary

Department of Health, Education, and Welfare

Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr, Secretary:

On behalf of the Association on American Indian Affairs I would like to call
to your attention certain acute child custody problems among American Indians
and the children of the poor in general,

There is evidence to suggest that in several states a large number of Indian
parents or foster parents are unjustly deprived of their children, and con-
sequently the children are subjected to emotional hazards resulting froum
separation from their parents or Indian foster families,

As an indication of the seriousness of this problem, approximately twenty-five
‘percent (25%) of the children born on one reservation in North Dakota are eventually
separated from their parents and placed in foster homes, adoptive homes, or in
institutional care (chiefly Bureau of Indian Affairs boarding schools), This

figure indicates that in this tribe the incidence of separation of a child from

his parents is 50 times greater than the rate for our society as a whole, 1In

the States of North and South Dakota nearly half of all children placed with

foster families are American Indians, yet American Indians represent only

three percent (3%) of the total population of these two states.

We believe that these extraordinary figures are an indication of abusive child
welfare practices by welfare officials, discriminatory standards and laws in

'child custody matters, and the absence of appropriate preventive and rehabilitative
services to Indian communities., They are emphatically not an accurate measure

of the suitability of American Indians as parents.

Indian leaders and parents charge that county welfare workers frequently evaluate
the suitability of an Indian child's home on the basis of economic or social stan-
dards unrelated to the child’'s physical or emotional wellbeing and that Indian
children are removed from the custody of their parents or Indian foster family
for placement in non-Indian homes without sufficient cause and without due
process of law,
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The Honorable Wilbur Cohen ‘ July 12, 1968

Indian parents and leaders on the above-mentioned North Dakota reservation
further allege that Indian foster Families have been cut off the welfare
rolls in order to coerce those families to surrender custody of their foster
children for placement in non-Indian homes,

Additionally, thousands of Indian children are sent to Bureau of Indian Affairs
boarding schools on presumptive evidence as to the unsuitability of the child's
home environment and without adequate concern for the suitability of the en-
vironment in which the child is placed -~ an institutional setting where the
child is subjected to severe emotional hazards.

The Association on American Indian Affairs looks to you for the same constructive,
practical, and considerate approach to these problems that has characterized your
administration in other areas of human welfare., We believe there is an urgent
need for the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare to:

1. Survey child custody problems and official child welfare abuses
among the American Indians and among the nation's poor people
in general,

2, Develop recommended guidelines for state legislation to guard
against discriminatory child welfare practices by establishing
culture-free, non-discriminatory criteria in custody matters
that do not penalise the poor or the racially different --
guidelines that make the physical and emotional wellbeing of
the child the sole test as to the suitability of the child's
honme,

3. Conduct national and regional conferences and training institutes
for State and local court and welfare officials,

4, Evaluate the adequacy of present preventive and rehabilitative

' services available to the families of the nation's poor in order
to minimize those conditions that may make it necessary to remove
a child from his home environment,

5. Bxplore with the Department of Justice and the Office of Economic
Opportunity ways to provide legal assistance to parents or guardians
who have lost or are threatened with the loss of their children unjustliy.

6, Evaluate the adequacy of existing Federal law to protect the rights
of parents and children,

We are also writing to the Secretary of the Interior asking his assistance with
particular respect to the problem of Indian children placed unnecessarily in
Bureau of Indian Affairs boarding schools, :

Your thoughtful consideration of our request is deeply appreciated.

Sincerely, -
,:/ b il ies, bf)fy/ PU

Ane HanAavrahla QbaArsnwnes T 1TA~11
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The Honorable Stewart L. Udall

Secretary . July 12, 1968
Department of the Interior

Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr, Secretary:

On behalf of the Association on American Indian Affairs I am writing to
express our deep concern over child welfare problems associated with the
placement of Indian children in Federal boarding schools.

According to the figures provided by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, approxi-
mately 30,000 Indian children attend BIA boarding schools. Some of these
children are required to attend boarding schools because of the absence of
day-school facilities and an adequate road system, Other children attend
boarding schools because welfare officials believe that this is a more
suitable environment for them than the environment from which they come,
for reasons of alleged neglect, abandonment, or abuse by their parents.
Additionally, there are those older children who attend boarding schools
for educational reasons, It is with the first two groups that we are
chiefly concerned.

We consider it urgent for the Department of Interior and the Bureau of
Indian Affairs to determine the cost of providing a day-school education

to all Indian children presently denied this opportunity because.of a lack
of Federal financing for road-building, school construction, and operation
of the schools. We believe Congress should have an opportunity to consider
appropriating the necessary funds.

Second, we recommend that the Department of Interior adopt new guidelines and
standards for use by the Bureau of Indian Affairs welfare personnel to help

insure that children are not unnecessarily and unjustly taken from their parents

»r Indian foster families for placement in non-Indian homes or BIA boarding schools,

Third, we respectfully urge the Department of Interior to direct the Bureau of
Indian Affairs to launch a crash program to identify suitable Indian foster howes
so that Indian children who do not have an adequate home environment may receive
Indian foster care rather than the institutional care presently provided by the
BIA.
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The Honorable Stewart L., Udall July 12, 1968

We are also writing at this time to the llonorable Wilbur Cohen, Secretary
of the Department of Health, KEducation, and Welfare on related matters,
We are confident that your two departments working together cooperatively
can find humane solutions,

Sincerely,

VA teare / A

WLllxam Byler
Executive Director

cee  The Honorable Wilbur Cohen
Secretary
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare
Washington, D. C.
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President Johnson has stated that:

"It is a fact -~ a shameful fact -~ that America‘'s first citizens,

our Indian people, suffer more from poverty today than any other

group in America ....

Here is the harsh profile ol poverty among American Indians:

-- between 40 and 50% -~more than 10 times the national averag

Unemployment

Average schooling - 5 years

Family income - $1500

Housing - 90% of it below minimum standards

Average age at death L4 vears

. '
It is difficult for most Americans to cowprehend the appalling conditions in which
.the nation's half million American Indian citizens live.

There are Indian people today who live in abandoned automoblles and frexght carss;:
and I know of one Indian family in North Dakota who lives in an outdoor toilet.

An. Indlan child may d&e because the mother does not know what a doorbell lS, and
the doctor does not khow that the Indlan mother does not know,

As sad and as terrxble as the conditions are that Indlan children must face as >
they grow up, nothlng exceeds the cruelty of being unjustly and unnecessarily <i
removed from their families, Among more visible kinds of poverty, this problem
has gone unnoticed. On the Devils Lake Sioux Reservation epprox1nately 25% of
the children born on the reservation are eventually taken from their parents

to live in adoptive homes, foster homes, or institutions. This is 50 times the
rate for our nation as a whole, Fifty percent of the children placed in foster
care in the States of North and South DakotE are Indians, vet Indxans represent

only 3% of the populatlon of these two states. o o s
‘ R L -

/"’

7
The Devils Lake Sloux people and America's Indian trlbeshave been unJustly
dispossessed of their lands and their livelihoods, and now thty are being

dlspossessed of their children, 4g

-

o 4
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The delegation of Devils Lake Sioux tribal leaders that h:ive come here today
are on their way to Washington to seek redress of their ;. +avances over child
welfare abuses on their reservation. Today in this Indian community a welfare
worker is looked on as a symbol of fear rather than of hope. The children,
when they hear the sound of a strange car coming down the road, fear that it
is the welfare worker coming to take them away. Many adult members of the
tribe are afraid to speak out on the manner in which they are treated for fear
that their children will be taken away from them in revenge.

Thousands of Indian children are placed in Bureau of Indian Affairs boarding
schools, either because of a lack of day-school facilities or because of the
alleged unsuitability of their home environment.

I am today releasing a letter I have written to Secretary of Health, Education,
and Welfare Wilbur Cohen requesting a federal probe into official child welfare
abuses against American Indians and poor people in general. I am also releasing
today the text of a letter I have written to Interior Secretary Stewart L. Udall
urging that he direct the Bureau of Indian Affairs to launch a crash program to
reduce to a minimum the number of Indian children institutionalized in federal

boarding schools unnecessarily and to their hazard.

(This was followed by press interviews with Mr. lewis Goodhouse, Chairman of the
Devils Lake Sioux Tribe of Fort Totten, North Dakota, and a delegation of five

Devils Lake Sioux mothers),
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MESSAGE TO ALL INDIAN TRIBES

AND . ORGANIZATIONS, CLUBS,

Today is surely a time for collecting one's-lhbughfa. In the past 8evera1

"B

Time after time, the Natmonal Congress of American Indians has appealed ﬁg
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too many times tribes have tuned us out on their listening sets and have refused
to look at what was really happening.

Last year we appealled for support of a Legal Research Program to assist the
tribes with their Huntingb'and Fishing Problems. No tribes wanted to do anything
so last week a group of dissident Indians stormed the Supreme Court building after
an adverse ruling on Indian Hunting and Fishing Rights. If we had been able 6o act
last year, we would have been able to win those suilts and we would not have had
the mess and bad publicity last week that we had.

For years we have been asking for assistance in pushing appropiationé bﬁt very
féw tribes responded. So now a group of Indian individuals is in Washington agitating
for money to do the job in their home communities. ANY raspongibility for violence
now must fall on those tribes who have stuck their heads in the sand and refused
to face everyday problems to the point where their people and other Indian people
'are willing to go to any extreme, face any danger,‘to bring change and progress in
Indian communities.

After the death of John Kennedy, after Marﬁin Luther King's death and now
that Robert kennedy has been killed, people have mourned and asked why these things
happened. These things have happened and will happen so long as the ordinafy man
does_not take any responsibility for what is going on.

" The mood of Céngness is such that at any time Indians could be completely cut
off from all services and programs, their tribes scattered and destroyed and their
rights ;rampled under féot. Congress is not responding to the Poor People's march.
Instead there is a good chance that some type of vengeance will be taken on those

§roups that are agitating. If so, the brunt of the disaster will fall directly on

the tribes NOT demonstrating, not on the demonstrasors.
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The time for dodging the issues is now over. We must not condemn the wrong
people. If tribes were unified and worklnr togcthcr we would have been able to solve
| many more of our problems and gotten more progressive programs for our people. We
would not have Indians demonstrating in Washington.

For 24 years the National Congress of American Indians has tried to hold the
line against bad legislation and promote the good legislation. Tribes have been con-
tent to sit by and benefit from the hard work of d few individuals and tribes. Now
the crisis we have been trying to prevent is upon us. There.is no place you can hide.

The only way out now is absolute unity of purpose and prograns. Indians are the

only pconle with a direct legul relatlonshlp w1th the United Stotes »overnment We

do not have to. demonstratb to get whqt we ‘want, We have thc legal rights to get all

T

S

tho services we need from the Federal Government. BUT we must know what we want and

we must use the proper means of qettlng 1t.

BUT tribal councxls hwvo sat back and allowed dlsunlty and unwillingness to
worlk together create a violent;crisis in Indian Affairs. WE MUST UNITE NOW AND PLAN
A UNIFIED INDIAN POSITION BEFORE WE ARE COMPLETELY OVERRUN WITH VIOLENCE.

For your own good and for your future, we urge you to join the National Congress
of American Indians and help us push through constructive legislation and present
a rational non-violent approach to Indian problems before it is too late. A member-
ship form is included, pass the resolution to join at ypur next council meeting and
help us developa strong unified position on legislation that will scothe the hurts
and agitation in Indian Affairs and develop a reasonable answer to the problems of
Indian people. We have only about 1/3 rd of the recognized tribes in the o:ganization.
There can be on other way than unity now, Let's have total unity as quickly as we
caﬁ so -that we can bresent a unified Indian community to the rest of America.

BEFPRE IT IS TOO LATE FOR US
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President Johnson has stated that:

"It is a fact -~ a shameful fact -~ that America‘'s first citizens,

our Indian people, suffer more from poverty today than any other

group in America ...,

Here is the harsh profile of poverty among American Indians:

Unemployment -~ between 40 and 50% --wore than 10 times the national averag

Average schooling - 5 years
Family income - $1500
Housing - 90% of it below minimum standards

L4 vears

Average age at death

It is difficult for most Americans to cowprehend the appalling conditions in which

_ . the nation's half million American Indian citizens live.

There are Indian people today who live in abandoned automobiles and freight cars;:
and I know of one Indian family in NOrth Dakota who lives in an outdoor'toilet._

An. Indlan child may’ ie because the mother does not know what a doorbell is, and

the doctor does not khow. that the Indlan mother does not know,

N

As sad and as terrlble as the conditions are that Indlan children must face as
they grow up, nothlng exceeds the cruelty of being unjustly and unnecessarily

removed from their families, Among more visible kinds of poverty, this problem
has gone unnoticed. On the Devils Lake Sioux Reservation approximately 25% of

the children born on the reservation are eventually taken from their parents

to live in adoptive homes, foster homes, or institutions. This is 50 times the .
rate for our nation as a whole, Fifty percent of the children placed in foster

care in the States of North and South DakotE are Indians, vet Indxans rep;esent

only 3% of the populatlon of these two states.

The Devils Lake Sioux people and Amerlca s Indian tribeshave been unjustly
dispossessed of their lands and their llvellhoods and now they are beilng

dlspossessed of their children, _ -
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