
Madame Chairperson and committee members, 

My name is Anita Tulp and I am the Director of the Valley City Barnes County Public 

Library. As I librarian I am definitely concerned about how HB 1205 will affect not only 

our library, but the school and public libraries across our state. However, today I would 

like to speak from mostly a personal point of view as a voice that I believe you have not 

heard yet. I speak today as the voice of a survivor. A survivor of both child abuse and 

sexual abuse. This is a story not easily told so I will keep it as short as possible. 

I came to know my father as what I call an equal opportunity abuser. My mother, 

siblings, and I were all victims of his abuse. It didn’t matter if he was drunk, angry, or 

even happy, he would always find a way to justify his actions. Anything could set him 

off. If he didn’t think we worked hard enough, or were too noisy, or were too quiet, or 

even too happy, are just a few examples of the reasons he used to abuse us verbally, 

mentally, and physically. I will not go into the sordid details of those years, yet I will say 

that they were full of pain, bruises, blood, and mostly fear. Instead, I will focus on my 

journey of survival.  

That journey began in the public library. There I found The Little House on the Prairie 

books and the Nancy Drew mysteries. They provided me times of escape from my real 

world into a world where families were happy and adventurous, and where fathers were 

loving and supportive. As I grew older, I found books on romance and I dreamed that 

someday someone would come to rescue me and show me a life very different from the 

one I knew. Of course, those were only dreams. I didn’t know that those types of 

“normal” lives even existed.  

At the end of my junior year in high school, my father moved us to North Dakota. I 

continued to read and ventured into books of a more realistic and true story nature such 

as “Alive” and “The Other Side of the Mountain.” After graduating from high school and 

moving on to college, I found friends that supported me who kept telling me that my life 

could be different. What I experienced as a child was not a normal childhood. I tried to 

believe that yet with the threats of violence and the psychological chains that lasted well 

into my marriage, I still feared my father.  

The library continued to be a part of my journey of healing. I was now an adult yet found 

books I really connected with like “A Child Called It,” “Go Ask Alice,” and “A Million Little 

Pieces” that were stories of abuse and the struggle to survive and heal. I didn’t feel 

alone anymore. Those books and others I found made it easier to talk about, dispelled 

some of the fear, and helped me build more confidence in myself. My journey continued 

as I went back to college, earned a teaching degree and became a school librarian. 

I know that you have heard a lot of scientific facts about the effects that pornographic 

and obscene material can have on a child that is not ready to see it. The trauma and 

possible addiction that a child can experience is horrible. I cannot dispute those facts 

yet from all the testimony I listened to and read, I did not hear any confirmed facts that 

this is happening in the library.  



From my own experience, I know that healing does take place from materials found in a 

public library. I know that I could not afford to buy a lot of the books I read nor could I 

afford counseling, so the library became an important resource for my own journey to 

healing. I firmly believe that if the library had some of these books when I was a child, I 

might have realized much sooner that my life was not normal, that I could do something 

to stop the abuse, and that I might have started my journey to healing much sooner. It 

saddens me to know that children and teens are still experiencing child abuse, sexual 

abuse, and quite often neglect in a world that should cherish our children. I pray that 

they can break their silence, and break the cycle. If the library can help them do that, it 

needs to have the information in it to do so. 

I will always defend the library and the rights of people to read and view the materials 

they wish to find. Our first amendment rights guarantee us freedom of speech whether it 

is verbal, written, or pictorial. This bill may lead to the silencing of many authors that 

choose to tell their stories through words or drawings. It will discriminate against those 

that want to and perhaps need to read or view them.  

Our library, as well as most if not all others, already has policies in place to ensure that 

items meet the criteria and placement requirements set out in the collection policy and a 

policy and reconsideration procedure to allow any person to challenge a material they 

are concerned with. These policies work and allow the community to be a part of the 

process where their voices can be heard.  

I thank God for the libraries I encountered throughout my journey and the many voices 

within them that spoke to me in ways that I needed to hear. I also thank God for my 

husband who for the last 45 years has been my protector and biggest supporter through 

the many years of fear and struggle to heal. I know that without either, I would not be 

the wife, mother, grandmother, and the educated professional person I am today. 

Please vote “Do Not Pass” on HB 1205. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Anita Tulp, VCBC Public Library Director  


