SB 2303 Re: Qrgan donation non-discri nination

Chairwonman Larson and me nmbers of the Senate Judiciary Comimittee, nmy nane is Jessica Lee and | am
here to speak in support of Senate BIl 2303 which provi des pratections agai nst discri mnation of organ

transpl ants for individuals wth disabilities.

The National Center for Disabilities, anindependent Federal Agency, reported that 44 %of organ
transplant centers self-reported that they woul d not add a child wth some level of neurodevel opental
disabilitytothe organtransplant list. Bghty-five percent reportedthat they woul d consi der the disability as a

factor in deciding whether or nat to place anindividual onthe transplant list.

Aroundthe world Down syndrome, for exanple, is viewed far dfferent fromhereinthe Lhited Sates.
For anyone that has had the opportunityto experience afriend wth Down syndrome, you knowthey are pure
sunshine. Unhfortunately, in nmany Scandi navian countries, very fewbabies are born wth Down syndrone. In
Iceland, only 2-3 babies are born each year. Ater positive pre-natal testing the pregnancies are ter mnated
Wth anincreasing nunber for foreign nedical professional inthe United States, it isi nportant that we ensure

lifesaving treat nents are not denied as an option based on certai n d agnoses.

Vol unteering a the North Dakata Specia Qynpics has afforded e the opportunityto neet sone of the
strongest, bravest and happiest people on earth I’ll never forget the day I met Gail. She was excited totell ne
about her conpetition and gat even nore excitedto learn| worked in Pdlitics. “You nust know my br ot her,
TERRY WANZEK!” I smiled and said, “of course, everyone knows Senator Winzek!” V¥ hugged and took a

picture.

A nost a year and a half ago, afriend through GossFit, Annalise Duffy, whomyou’ll neet shortly, held
a specia workout as afundraiser for afamly she met through her net work that had | ost a baby who desperately
needed atransplant, but was denied | knewif there was anything we could doto prevent asi mlar situationin
North Dakota, Senator WAnzek woul d be our champion @ course, wthout hesitation he agreed and we’dlike

tothank bath he and Giil for their great work onthis hill.



Absent federal legislation, which has beenintroduced led by Senator Mirco Rubio states are enacting
their own non-discri mnationlaws. North Dakota has the opportunitytojanthe 34 states that have already
provi ded pratection for these great Amrericans. Thank you all for your service to our state and | hope you will

consi der a do-pass recommrendation for Senate BIl 2303

Thank you,

Jessica Lee

jessicaleend @ mail.com



