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SB 2303 Re: Organ donati on non- discri mi nati on 

Chair wo man Larson and me mbers of t he Senat e Judi ciary Co mmittee, my na me is Jessica Lee and I am 

here t o speak i n support of Senat e Bill 2303, whi ch provi des prot ecti ons agai nst discri mi nati on of organ 

transpl ants for i ndi vi duals wit h disabilities.  

The Nati onal Cent er for Di sabilities, an i ndependent Federal Agency, reported t hat 44 % of organ 

transpl ant centers self-reported t hat they woul d not add a chil d wit h some level of neurodevel opment al 

di sability t o t he organ transpl ant list. Ei ght y-fi ve percent reported t hat they woul d consi der t he disability as a 

fact or i n deci di ng whet her or not t o place an indi vidual on t he transplant list.  

Ar ound t he worl d, Down syndrome, for exa mpl e, is viewed far different fro m here i n t he United Stat es. 

For anyone t hat has had the opport unit y t o experience a friend wit h Down syndr ome, you know t hey are pure 

sunshi ne. Unf ort unatel y, in many Scandi navi an countries, very few babi es are born wit h Down syndrome. In 

Iceland, onl y 2-3 babi es are born each year. After positi ve pre-nat al testi ng,  the pregnanci es are ter minated. 

Wi t h an i ncreasi ng number for forei gn medi cal professi onal in t he United St at es, it is i mportant t hat we ensure 

lifesavi ng treat ments are not deni ed as an opti on, based on certai n diagnoses.  

Vol unt eeri ng at the North Dakot a Special Ol ympi cs has afforded me t he opport unit y t o meet some of t he 

strongest, bravest and happi est peopl e on eart h. I’ll never forget t he day I met Gail. She was excited t o tell me 

about her competiti on and got even more excited to learn I wor ked i n Politics. “You must know my br ot her, 

TERRY WANZEK! ” I smi l ed and sai d, “of course, everyone knows Senator Wanzek!” We hugged and t ook a 

pi ct ure.  

Al most a year and a half ago, a friend t hrough Cr ossFit, Annalise Duffy, who m you’ll meet shortly, hel d 

a speci al wor kout as a fundraiser for a fa mil y she met t hrough her net wor k that had l ost a baby who desperat el y 

needed a transplant, but was deni ed. I kne w if there was anyt hi ng we coul d do t o prevent a si mil ar situati on i n 

Nort h Dakot a, Senat or Wanzek woul d be our champi on. Of course, wit hout hesitati on, he agreed and we’ d li ke 

to t hank bot h he and Gail for their great wor k on thi s bill.  
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Absent federal legislati on, whi ch has been i ntroduced led by Senat or Marco Rubi o, states are enacting 

their own non-discri mi nation laws. Nort h Dakot a has t he opport unit y t o j oin t he 34 states t hat have already 

pr ovi ded prot ecti on for these great Ameri cans. Thank you all for your service t o our state and I hope you will 

consi der a do-pass recommendati on for Senate Bill 2303.  

Thank you,  

Jessica Lee 

jessical eend @g mail. com 


