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Chairman Patten and members of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, my name 

is Eric Volk.  I am the executive director of the North Dakota Rural Water Systems Association 

(NDRWSA). Our vision is to ensure all of North Dakota has access to affordable, ample, and quality 

water. NDRWSA is committed to completing and maintaining North Dakota’s water infrastructure for 

economic growth and quality of life.  Today, I am submitting testimony in support of HB 1385 which 

allows for funding opportunities for all water systems to help meet the state’s critical drinking water needs.  

Rural/Regional Water Summary: 

Serve over 170,000 rural residents (70,000 connections). 

Provide water to 266 (75%) of North Dakota’s 355 incorporated cities. 

Furnish water to nearly 300,000 North Dakota residents. 

Service through over 41,000 miles of pipe. 

See the 23-25 Project Funding Map for reference. 

Meeting the demands of repairing & replacing aging infrastructure and complying with rules & 

regulations are taking its toll on many small and rural water systems.  A study completed by the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency revealed the rates needed to cover future infrastructure repair 

and replacement for small systems will be four times as high as their larger counterparts. Without 

significant state grant funding, the cost to the consumer is just too much for the average family to afford.   

With that said, the NDRWSA supports HB 1385 which will allow for state funding opportunities 

for all water systems to help meet the needs of North Dakota.  Thank you for giving me the opportunity 

to provide testimony on behalf of the members of the NDRWSA. Eric Volk, ericvolk@ndrw.org. 

mailto:ericvolk@ndrw.org
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Burke-Divide-Williams Rural Water Association
(701) 965-6029

McKenzie County
Rural Water Association

(701) 444-3452

State Line Water Co-op
(701) 336-7681

McLean-Sheridan Water Dist
(701) 448-2686

South Central Regional
Water Dist

(701) 258-8710

Southeast Water Users District
(701) 242-7432

All Seasons Water Users Dist
(701) 228-3663

Agassiz Water Users Dist
(701) 869-2690

East Central Regional
Water Dist

(701) 599-2963

Cass Rural Water
Users Dist

(701) 428-3139

Northwest Rural
Water District
(701) 774-8915

Standing Rock
Rural Water

(701) 854-7477

Fort Berthold Rural Water
(701) 627-8185

R & T
Water Dist

(701) 568-3422

Northwest Area
Water Supply (NAWS)

(701) 328-1050

Northwest Area
Water Supply (NAWS)

(701) 328-1050

Southwest Pipeline Project
(701) 225-0241

Western Area
Water Supply
(701) 774-6605

Garrison Rural
Water Dist

(701) 463-7276

Garrison Rural
Water Dist

(701) 463-7276

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

North Prairie
Regional Water Dist

(701) 852-1886

Water Service Provided By
South Central Regional Water Dist

(701) 258-8710

Stutsman Rural
Water Dist

(701) 252-7727

Spirit Lake
Rural Water

(701) 766-1209

Barnes Rural Water Dist
(701) 845-1117

Dakota Rural Water Dist
(701) 524-2393

Central Plains
Water Dist

(701) 547-3751

Missouri West
Water System
(701) 663-8549

Missouri West
Water System
(701) 663-8549

Northeast Regional Water District
(701) 265-8503

Walsh Rural
Water Dist

(701) 352-3915

Walsh Rural
Water Dist

(701) 352-3915

Turtle Mtn
Public Utilities
(701) 477-6159

Turtle Mtn
Public Utilities
(701) 477-6159

Tri-County
Water Dist

(701) 345-8595

Tri-County
Water Dist

(701) 345-8595

Upper Souris
Water Dist

(701) 385-4093

Upper Souris
Water Dist

(701) 385-4093

Devils Lake

Mandan
Bismarck

Minot

Jamestown

Dickinson

Williston

Fargo

Grand Forks

$7.1M 2

$3.8M4
$9.4M5

$2.5M3

$7.2M8

$6.3M9

$10.4M12

$3.8M13

$2.2M1

$3.8M15

$8.9M10

$7.1M7

$3.2M6
$3.8M14

$7.5M11

$36M16

$131.6M17

$46M18



2023-2025 PURPOSE FUNDING

Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) | Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) | Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) | Western Area Water Supply (WAWS)
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