Testimony in support of SCR 4012 to Rescind Applications for Congress to call
an Article V Convention
before the North Dakota Senate State and Local Government Committee
for the Hearing on February 16, 2023 @ 10:00 AM Central Time
By Joanna Martin, J. D.

To Chairman Roers, Vice-Chairman Barta and Honorable Members:

I am a retired litigation attorney, trial and appellate, and have spent the last 13 or more years as a
volunteer writing and speaking on our federal Constitution and all issues surrounding an Article V
convention. I live in Tennessee; and testify on my own behalf.

I. Constitutional Provisions respecting an Article V Convention

Article V, US Constitution, says:

“The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem necessary, shall propose
Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the
several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments...” [emphasis added]

Article I, §8, last clause, US Constitution, says Congress shall have the Power...

“To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or
in any Department or Officer thereof.” [italics added]

Accordingly, State Legislatures have no powers respecting the convention other than applying to
Congress for Congress to call the convention. Congress calls the convention and makes the laws
necessary and proper to organize the convention. As shown in more detail on the following pages:

e That includes determining the number and selection process for Delegates. We don't know
what Laws Congress will make determining the number & selection process for Delegates.

e It also includes judging and counting the applications for a convention. Congress has recently
indicated that it is going to count all of the non-rescinded applications filed with them (including
non-rescinded applications filed in 1789, 1861, and 1901 along with later filed applications) to get
to 34 States.

So please - don't buy a pig in a poke! Rescind North Dakota's existing applications for Congress to
call an Article V convention.




I1. How did we get in the mess we are in?

With our Constitution of 1787, we created a federal government to which we delegated only a handful of
enumerated powers. This Chart lists the powers delegated to the federal government — it’s a short list.

But through the years, Americans stopped reading the Constitution, and they forgot what it said. And
they elected to office people who didn’t know what it said. What we see around us today is the result of
everybody ignoring our Constitution for over 100 years.

II1. So how can we blame the Constitution for our problems?

Those pushing for a convention say, “We’re in this mess because our Constitution is defective — we need
to amend the Constitution to rein in the federal government.”

But our Constitution already limits the federal government to a handful of enumerated powers.

Furthermore, there is no amendment on the face of this Earth which can control those who already
disregard the existing constitutional limits on the federal government.

I have read the amendments proposed by Mark Levin, by “COS” at their simulated convention, and
other proposed Amendments. None of them limit the power of the federal government - instead, they
legalize powers already usurped, grant new powers to the federal government, or strip the States and The
People of their existing powers.

There’s another agenda behind the push for an Article V Convention.

IV. “COS” False Claims and Assurances

1. "COS's" entire case is based on their false and absurd claim that the convention method of getting
Amendments was added to Article V so that when the federal government violates the limits in the
Constitution, we could rein them in by amending the Constitution. This Flyer proves what was actually
said at the federal convention of 1787 — and it is not what COS claims. To the contrary, our Framers
agreed that the purpose of Amendments is to correct defects in the Constitution.

George Mason’s concern was that Congress might refuse to consent to Amendments which were needed
to correct defects in the Constitution. So he wanted a convention added to Article V so that the People
could propose Amendments to fix the defects! His actual words are in the Flyer.

That same Flyer also shows (at endnote 3) that James Madison warned that those who secretly wish to get
a new Constitution would push for a convention under the pretext of getting Amendments. An Article V
convention has always been about getting a new Constitution — this was seen from the beginning and is



why, as early as April 1788, John Jay (who became our first Chief Justice), Alexander Hamilton, and
James Madison began warning against an Article V Convention. '

That’s what it’s about today — and that is the certain result of an Article V Convention. Four US
Supreme Court Justices (two Conservatives and two Liberals), and other legal scholars and jurists,
warn against an Article V Convention. They understand that our Constitution is likely to be lost if
Congress calls an Article V Convention.

New Constitutions are already prepared — several of them are online [see items 1 & 12 on the Exhibit List
below]. Robert P. George, a member of Mark Meckler’s “COS” Legal Advisory Board, has already
co-authored a new Constitution which creates a new federal government and imposes gun controls
and red flag confiscations. >

2. "COS" gives State Legislators a great many assurances as to what Congress will do, must do, and can't
do respecting an Article V Convention. But the Constitution doesn't support any of COS's claims - nor
has Congress passed any law which supports any of the assurances COS makes to State Legislators.

To the contrary - what Congress has done directly contradicts the assurances COS gives to State
Legislators. For example:

e (COS assures State Legislators that they will select and control the Delegates to the Convention.
But what Congress has done in the past suggests that Congress intends to provide for the
popular election of Delegates, with each State having that number of Delegates equal to its electoral
votes. Under that method of selecting Delegates, California would have 55 Delegates; North Dakota
would have 3.

e COS assures State Legislators that Congress "can't" call a convention until they get applications
from 34 States asking for the same Amendment; and that delegates to the convention "can't"
consider anything other than Amendments requested by 34 State Legislatures. But their claim is
contradicted by legislation filed in Congress last July which directs the Archivist of the United
States to count all non-rescinded applications together to get to 34 States - here's the proof.

So it doesn't matter what Amendment is described in the application for a Convention. Congress
apparently intends to count them all together to get to 34 States.

' The Antifederalists (Patrick Henry, George Mason, and others) opposed our Constitution of 1787 and pushed for
another Convention so they could get rid of it. So Jay, Madison and Hamilton warned against it.

* Mr. Meckler may now claim that Robert P. George doesn’t have that much to do with his “COS” organization; but
at a hearing before a Pennsylvania Senate Committee on Nov. 8, 2021, Mr. Meckler, who presented himself as a
“Second Amendment guy”, bragged about having Princeton Law Professor “Robbie George™ on his Legal Advisory
Board [link].



3. “COS” assures State Legislators that anything which comes out of a Convention can’t take effect
unless it is ratified by % of the States; and that a Convention “can’t” propose a new Constitution with its
own mode of ratification.

But in Federalist Paper No. 40 (15" para), James Madison specifically invoked that “transcendent and
precious right” set forth in our Declaration of Independence of a People to throw off one government and
set up a new one, as justification for ignoring their instructions to propose amendments to the Articles of
Confederation, and writing a new Constitution with an easier mode of ratification. Here is the Proof.

And new Constitutions are already prepared [see items 1 & 12 of the following Exhibit List]. The
proposed Constitution for the Newstates of America provides at Article XII that it is to be ratified
by a national referendum called by the President.

Vs

Our Constitution doesn’t need fixing. We have a moral problem — like Esau, we sold our Heritage for
handouts and subsidies from the federal government. With federal money comes federal control.

Exhibit List

1. HERE is the proposed Constitution for the Newstates of America. Article XII, §1 thereof provides
for ratification by a referendum initiated by the President. The States are dissolved and replaced by
regional governments answerable to the new national government. * This Constitution sets up a
totalitarian dictatorship. Pursuant to Article I, Part B, §8, we are to be disarmed.

2. The Chart which illustrates our Declaration of Independence, Constitution, & federal structure, and lists
the enumerated powers is HERE.

3. To see how six of Mark Levin’s “liberty amendments™ do the opposite of what he claims, go HERE.
[His other amendments are just as bad.]

4. The Nightmare Amendments from “Convention of States Project’s” (COS) simulated convention are
HERE.

5. The Flyer which shows that our Framers said the purpose of amendments is to correct defects in the
Constitution; and knew that the purpose of a convention is to get a new Constitution, is HERE. “COS”
has been misrepresenting what the Delegates to the Convention said.

*US Supreme Court Chief Justice Warren Burger described this proposed Constitution in his letter of April 8, 1986
to Phyllis Schlafly [LINK]. Note that in his last paragraph, Justice Burger refers to the professors who “would like
to abolish the states, and reorganize the federal structure along the lines of the division of circuits for the Federal
Judicial system, or even on a more rigid regional basis.”



6. HERE is the April 11, 2014 Report of the Congressional Research Service which shows that
Congress recognizes that it has exclusive authority over “calling” - organizing - the convention provided
for at Article V, US Constitution. A Summary is on page 4.

7. States have no Power to Control Delegates to an Article V Convention shows that those who
promise that State Legislators will select and control the Delegates are making stuff up! Furthermore,
Delegates have the self-evident Right "to alter or to abolish” the existing state & federal governments.
Thus no one has power over Delegates.

8. HERE are the Articles of Confederation, our first Federal Constitution. Article XIII required
approval of amendments by the Continental Congress and by every State Legislature.

9. HERE is the Resolution of the Continental Congress dated Feb. 21, 1787, to call a convention to be
held at Philadelphia,

“...for the sole and express purpose of revising the Articles of Confederation...”

10. HERE are the Credentials of the Delegates to the Federal Convention of 1787 and instructions from
the States. The operative words of the instructions encompassed:

e “alterations to the Federal Constitution which, when agreed to by Congress and the several
States, would become effective”: Virginia, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Georgia, S. Carolina,
Maryland, & New Hampshire.

o “for the purpose of revising the Federal Constitution™: Virginia, Pennsylvania, North Carolina,
Delaware, and Georgia.

e “for the sole and express purpose of revising the Articles of Confederation”: New York,
Massachusetts, and Connecticut.

e “provisions to make the Constitution of the federal Government adequate”: New Jersey.

[Rhode Island did not send Delegates to the convention. |

11. In Federalist Paper No. 40 (15" para), James Madison, Father of our Constitution, invoked that
“transcendent and precious right” set forth in our Declaration of Independence of a People to throw off
one government and set up a new one, as justification for ignoring their istructions and writing a new
Constitution. HERE is the Flyer.

12. Here are additional Constitutions which can be imposed at a Convention called by Congress
pursuant to Article V, US Constitution:

e Read HERE about the proposed Constitution for the New Socialist Republic in North
America. It was prepared by the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA. HERE is the text of
their Constitution.

e Read HERE of The Constitution 2020 movement funded by George Soros & supported by
Marxist law professors, Cass Sunstein, Eric Holder, etc. See also THIS article. They want a
Marxist Constitution.



* Read HERE the globalist Council on Foreign Relations’ Task Force Report on the North
American Union (NAU). Under this scheme, Canada, the US, and Mexico are to be integrated
politically and a Parliament & a militarized and unified police force are to be set up over the three
countries. [This is the “New World Order” which the Bush family & others have been planning.
Heidi Cruz was on the Task Force which wrote the Report. ]

¢ The National Constitution Center’s Constitution Drafting Project has released three proposed
new Constitutions. You can read the proposed new Constitutions HERE. These proposed
Constitutions would transfer massive new powers to a new federal gov’t, and (among other
horrors) would legalize the unconstitutional acts which have been going on for 100 years. The
National Constitution Center is a quasi-official branch of the federal gov’t — its website
address is https://www.usa.gov/federal-agencies/national-constitution-center

One of these Constitutions, the so-called “Conservative” Constitution, was co-authored by Robert
P. George, who is a member of Mark Meckler’s COS Legal Advisory Board. This proposed
Constitution creates a new federal government & imposes gun control & red flag confiscations
(among other horrors): See THIS & THIS.

13. Warnings of Brilliant Men (Madison, Hamilton, 4 US Supreme Court Justices, and other jurists and
legal scholars) against an Article V convention are HERE.

14. HERE is the Pew Report: Click on your State to find out what percentage of your State
government’s revenue was from federal funds. And that’s a pittance compared to the additional federal
funds poured into your State to local gov’ts, NGOs, research grants, price supports, welfare programs,
social security, Medicare, etc., etc., etc. And all that spending is unconstitutional as outside the scope of
the enumerated powers.

15. HERE is the archived edition of an unofficial source which listed applications for an Article V
convention already submitted to Congress by the various State legislatures.

16. HERE is where James Madison said our Constitution depends on the people having the “virtue and
intelligence to select men of virtue and wisdom” to office [scroll down to text at 223].

17. Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and Alexander Hamilton always said that because the States
created the federal government [when they ratified the Constitution], the States are the final authority on
whether their “creature” has violated the constitutional compact the States made with each other; and that
when the fed gov’t usurps powers not delegated, each State has the natural right to nullify of their own
authority all such acts of the fed gov’t. The refusal to go along with unconstitutional acts is the
remedy our Framers advised when the fed gov’t violates the Constitution.

This is not a mere “constitutional right” created by our Constitution of 1787 — this is the GOD-GIVEN
NATURAL RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENSE which pre-dates and pre-exists the Constitution! See THIS.



18. Who is behind the push for an Article V convention? It is the BIG MONEY globalists,
primarily the Koch Foundations and George Soros, who are funding the push for an Article V
convention. Sec, c.g.,

o Kochs Bankroll Move to Rewrite the Constitution

» George Soros assault on U.S. Constitution

e Soros in Vermont: Leftist billionaire behind state’s call to keep money out of politics

o Citizens for Self-Governance This goes into detail about the funding and expenditures for one
of Mark Meckler’s organizations, “Citizens for Self~-Governance”

e Koch brothers from Conservapedia

19. Mark Meckler tells State Legislators that his organizations are funded by grandmas sending him
$5.00 checks out of their paltry monthly incomes. But this paper, Dark Money—Not the Grassroots—
Is Behind the Convention of States Organizations (COS), proves that almost 2/3 of the money driving
Meckler’s effort to get State Legislatures to apply to Congress for a convention under Article V of the US
Constitution is coming from major donors annually giving Meckler’s organizations $5,000 to $2,000,000
each over the latest 3 years of reporting available. Why are multi-billionaires trying to get their hands
on our Constitution?

20. HERE is a Chart from letusvoteforbba.org where, by aggregating applications from 1789, 1861 to
avert the Civil War, and 1901 for popular election of US Senators with later applications for a balanced
budget amendment, they claim to have 33 States with active Applications for an Article V convention.

21. Con-Con legislation filed in Congress is a wake-up call to convention supporters explains & links
to H.C.R. 101 and H.R. 8419 (filed July 19, 2022) re calling an Art. V Convention & how the States’
applications will be counted. It’s not what the convention pushers have been telling State Legislators.

22. States better rescind ASAP their existing applications. See: Bluffing their way to an Article V
Convention; Part 1: Validation schemes and Part 2: The best PR money can buy.

Contact me at publiushuldah@gmail.com February 14, 2023

https://publiushuldah. wordpress.cony/
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Model Convention of States
Application/Resolution
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The Model Convention of States application Resolution provides citizens and
legislators with the correct operative language to include in their state's
Convention of States resolution. Each state must pass this exact application
to aggregate towards the 34 states’ necessarﬂy to call a Convention.
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2/13/23, 12:21 PM Text - H.R.8419 - 117th Congress (2021-2022): To amend title 1, United States Code, to direct the Archivist of the United States t...

CONGRESS.GOV

H.R.8419 - To amend title 1, United States Code, to direct the Archivist of the
United States to authenticate, count, and publish applications of States calling for
a Convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States,
to publish a certification when two-thirds of the States submit applications calling
for such a Convention, and to notify Congress of the requirement under Article V
of the Constitution to call such a Convention when such a certification is

published, and for other purposes.
117th Congress (2021-2022)

Sponsor: Rep. Arrington, Jodey C. [R-TX-19] (Introduced 07/19/2022)

Committees: House - Judiciary; Oversight and Reform

Latest Action: House - 11/01/2022 Referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civif Rights, and Civil Liberties. (All Actions)
Tracker: & {:l;t_rb;l;;ed i

Summary(1) Text(1) Actions{d) Titles(1) Amendments(0) Cosponsors(5) Committees(2) Related Bills(0)

= | ) Listen | P |

There is one version of the bill. Text available as: XML/HTML | XML/HTML (new window) @ IXT | PDF (226KB) ®

Shown Here:
Introduced in House (07/19/2022)

117t CONGRESS
™ H.R. 8419
[ ] [ ]

To amend title 1, United States Code, to direct the Archivist of the United States to authenticate, count, and
publish applications of States calling for a Convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution
of the United States, to publish a certification when two-thirds of the States submit applications calling
for such a Convention, and to notify Congress of the requirement under Article V of the Constitution to
call such a Convention when such a certification is published, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Jury 19, 2022
Mr. ARRINGTON (for himself, Ms. HERRELL, and Mr. FrrzpaTrICK) introduced the following bill; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on Oversight and Reform, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the
jurisdiction of the committee concerned

A BILL

https:/fwww.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/8419/text 112



2/13/23, 12:21 PM Text - H.R.8419 - 117th Congress (2021-2022): To amend title 1, United States Code, to direct the Archivist of the Uﬁited States t...

To amend title 1, United States Code, to direct the Archivist of the United States to authenticate, count, and
publish applications of States calling for a Convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution
of the United States, to publish a certification when two-thirds of the States submit applications calling
for such a Convention, and to notify Congress of the requirement under Article V of the Constitution to
call such a Convention when such a certification is published, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress
assentbled,
SECTION 1. DUTIES OF ARCHIVIST RELATING TO STATE APPLICATIONS FOR CALLING
FOR CONVENTIONS OF STATES FOR PROPOSING CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS.

(a) DuTies Descrisep.—Title 1, United States Code, is amended by inserting after section
106b the following new section:

“8106¢. Duties relating to State applications calling for Article V Conventions

“(a) APPLICATIONS By STATES; REScisstons.—The Archivist of the United States shall
authenticate, count, and publish all applications of States calling for a Convention for proposing
amendments to the Constitution of the United States pursuant to Article V of the Constitution, together
with resolutions of States to rescind previous applications.

“(b) CERTIFICATION AND NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.—Upon the receipt by the
Archivist of non-rescinded applications calling for a Convention for proposing amendments to the
Constitution from two-thirds of the several States, as provided under Article V of the Constitution, the
Archivist shall—

“(1) publish a certification that two-thirds of the several States have called for the
Convention, together with a list of the States submitting applications calling for the Convention;
and

“(2) notify Congress that it is required under the Constitution to call the Convention and set
its date and place forthwith, as set forth in Article V.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections of chapter 2 of title 1, United States Code,
is amended by inserting after the item relating to section 106b the following:

“106¢. Duties relating to State applications calling for Article V Conventions.”.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/8419/text 22
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State Year Resolution State Year Resolution
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"“BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT

33 Active Article V Applications

State Year Resolution State Year Resolution

Passed Number Passed Number

23| Oklahoma 2016 SIR4 29 | Washington | 1901 - HB SO
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26| South 2015 | HJR 1001 32| Wyoming | 2017 HEJR 2
3 Dakota Y g
27 | Tennessee 2014 HJR 548 33 | Wisconsin 2017 AIR 21
28 Texas 1979 HCR 31
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Dark Money'—Not the Grassroots—Is Behind the Convention of States
Organizations

By Judi Caler

Patriots are rightly concerned that Mark Meckler, lobbyist and President
of the Convention of States organizations {COS), has spent tens of
w of ﬂ’[e millions of dollars spreading misinformation and cajoling State
V}E!f_!fGN of STATES  Legislatures into passing applications asking Congress to call a
convention under Article V of the U.S. Constitution. Thirty-four States

are needed to pass such applications to trigger a constitutional convention, where a new Constitution
would likely be proposed, along with an easier mode of ratification. So, who is behind COS?

Meckler tells state legislators that COS is a grassroots movement, funded by thousands of ordinary
citizens. In fact, since December, 2017, the COS homepage boasted:

WHO’S BEHIND THIS THING?

The American people. We thought you’d never ask! The Convention of States Project is
first and foremost a movement of grassroots citizens who are fed up with business as
usual in D.C. We’re funded by thousands of everyday patriots who have committed their
lives, fortunes, and sacred honor to protecting liberty for future generations.

But Andy Schlafly, attorney and son of conservative icon Phyllis Schlafly, testified at a Pennsylvania
hearing on Oct. 22, 2019 against COS’s Article V convention application {@ 11:55):

Schlafly: “...[W]ho's funding them? Where's the money coming from? There’s a lot of
money behind this. And they’re not disclosing where the money behind this push to
change the Constitution is coming from. That should scare everybody in this room. Who
are these people who are pushing to rewrite the Constitution? | suspect some of them are
globalists, but ask them...it's not disclosed. And I’'m certainly not in favor of allowing
billionaires who don’t disclose their identity...[or] their real agenda...to rewrite our
Constitution. That’s not a good idea.”

Meckler, at the same hearing, feigning outrage, fumed (@ 46:11):

1 Dark money is money donated to politically active nonprofit arganizations or anonymous corporate entities, which spend
this money to influence political campaigns or other special interests but are not required to reveal their donors.



Meckler: “...[W]ho's funding this? Any of you at any time are welcome to visit our very
fancy corporate offices in my house in Texas. In my personal home office off the kitchen,
where all the billionaires apparently come visit me. It’s an outrage and a slander. And
this kind of slanderous politics takes this discussion to some place it should not go, which
is frankly, it’s just slander, and innuendo. Its gutter politics. And | don’t believe in it...

“I can tell you who my donors are. See, because the person that raises the money
for...this organization is my wife of 26 years who works in the office next to mine, who
has raised money from-over 80,000 individual grassroots patriots all over this country. So,
if those are the millionaires and billionaires that Mr. Schlafly is afraid of, well, he might
want to talk to the grandmas who send me checks and say, ‘it's five bucks a month out of
my fixed income, and I'm sorry | can’t afford any more.” Again, an outrageous slander on
the tens of thousands of people supporting this movement.”

Notice that in one fell swoop, Meckler masterfully deflects attention from the source of his
funding, while playing the victim and accusing his opponents of slander.

So, what's the truth? Let’s go straight to the tax-exempt returns that Meckler is required to file with the
IRS every year. These returns, also known as 990s, are public information and filed by all nonprofits.

The most recent 990s available for Meckler’s organizations are for the years 2020, 2019, and 2018, The
Meckler organizations appear to include Convention of States Action (COSA); Citizens for Self-
Governance (CSG); Citizens for Self-Governance Action (CSG Action); and Defending Liberty, Inc. (DLI).
Each year, Meckler filed a 990 return for each entity, as required by law, and signed them under penalty
of perjury. ‘

Nonprofits are not required to disclose the identity of their contributors—so all contributors are
anonymous, unless the organization chooses to disclose them. That’s why the accompanying Schedule B
doesn’t include the names & addresses of the donors—only the total amount of all donations totaling
$5,000 or more from each numbered donor during the year. Still, those figures are revealing.

Donations of $5,000 or more to each entity are summarized by year on the accompanying Chart. The
source documentation for figures on the Chart can be found mostly on Schedule B of the linked 990s.

Here’s the short version:

Between 2018 and 2020, contributions ranging from $5,000 to $2,000,000 per donor, to the.four entities
totaled $16,751,011, or 63% of the $26.7 million in contributions reported on Meckler’s combined 990s
for the 3-year period. And that $16.7 million was from at most 168 unigue anonymous persons; thus,
their average contribution was almost $100,000 [$16,751,011 + 168 = $99,708].



But likely, Meckler has fewer than 168 major donars, as repeat donors over the 3-year period are to be
expected. So, depending upon how many major donors gave in one, two, or three years and/or gave to
multiple Meckler entities, the average donation per major donor over the three-year period amounts to
at least $99,708, and may be more than $200,000 or $300,000! So, COS isn’t a grassroots organization
funded from the bottom up by small donors. Schedule B provides proof that COS’s agenda to replace
our Constitution is coming mostly from major donors.

Meckler frequently sends out emails asking for money, to his list of unsuspecting patriots.
Unsurprisingly, most of his requests are accompanied by an offer from a “generous donor” to match
each contribution. The patriots on Meckler’s email list probably have no idea that Meckler has been
receiving almost two-thirds of his contributions from multimillionaires and/or billionaires while drawing
salaries for himself and his wife totaling hundreds of thousands of dollars annually.

We can only conclude that Meckler is disingenuous when he ridicules the suggestion that his
organizations are funded hy undisclosed multi-millionaires and billionaires. And while his organizations
may well receive some small donations, he denies that the bulk of his money comes from the superrich.
And all the while, he yells “slander” with a straight face, and shamelessly conjures up Grandma wishing
she could give him more of her paltry income, when asked about the millions in dark money he's
amassing!

We know why the liquor, drug, and tobacco industries invest millions in lobbyists to influence state
legislation. But why would major donors invest millions in COS to bring about a convention to rewrite
the U.S. Constitution?

The total amount of money spent over the years by the Meckler organizations to trigger a constitutional
convention is astonishing. Meckler needs to be confronted everywhere he goes by opponents,
supporters, & legislators alike—and asked why he is hiding the fact that he’s working for the superrich.
We have a right to know; it’s our Constitution they're after!

You can download the 990 forms from the accompanying Chart and copy Schedule B, so you’ll have
ammo to push back with, the next time Meckler plays the Grandma card.



Meckler Entities Anonymous Major Contributions (= $5,000) for Years 2018 Through 2020

(A) # of (B) Total $ (C) Total of all B+C B+A
Meckler Major from Major Contributions: Major Average
Organizations' Forms Donors Donors Form 990 p.1, | Contributions' Major
990 (Sched. B) (Sched. B) line 8 % of Total Donation
COSA 2020
47-2245708 55 $4,112,370 $7,159,560 57% $74,770
COSA 2019 45 - 3,884,001 6,777,645 57% 86,311
COSA 2018 26 2,239,125 4,872,216 46% 86,120
CSG 2020
27-1657203 8 1,016,800 1,622,566 63% 127,100
CSG 2019 13 633,100 961,914 66% 48,700
CSG 2018 13 1,844,815 2,319,810 80% 141,909
CSG Action 2020
27-4648506 1 2,000,000 2,000,000 100% 2,000,000
CSG Action 2019 | 2 305,800 305,800 100% 152,900
CSG Action 2018 2 535,000 581,000 92% 267,500
DLI 2018: 812320022
No Rev, 2019-20 3 180,000 180,000 100% 60,000
Avg. § per
% of total Major Donor -
contributions = at the very
TOTALS 168 $16,751,011 $26,780,511 $5,000% least*
*See note below 63% $99,708

*Note: $16,751,011 in major contributions [> $5,000] out of $26,780,511 total contributions [63%)] were
reported, from 168 Major Donors giving $5,000 or more to the above Meckler entities from 2018-2020.
Thus, the Average contribution given by a Major Donor was at the very least 599,708 [$16,751,011 +
168] and may be over 5200,000 or $300,000—if the same Major Donors contributed in multiple years
and/or to multiple Meckler entities.

Contact: JudiCaler@hotmail.com 050522
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Who
Decides?

A MESSAGE FROM COSA
PRESIDENT MARK MECKLER

Who gets to decide what’s best for you and your family?
Should you have the power to decide?

Or should some out-of-touch bureaucrat in Washington,
D.C., have the power to decide?

It's time we shift the national conversation away from

what government should do to “fix" our problems. It's time
we decide for ourselves whether the federal government
should be involved at all in matters that affect us personally.

No matter the political issue of the day, the establishment
in Washington loves to deliberate on what they will do.

They want the American people to ponder, “What will
they decide?”

What will Congress decide about health care? Taxes?
Education? Fiscal responsibility?




Mark Meckier, President of Convention of States Action

Instead of focusing on the better question: Who should decide?

Should the government decide what to do about your
health care, or should you and your doctor decide? Should
D.C. bureaucrats decide what to do about education, or
should you, your spouse, and your children’s teachers
decide? Should nine Supreme Court Justices decide what
constitutes a marriage, or should you, your community, and

your state decide”

If you're anything like me, the answer is obvious. It's the same
answer our Founding Fathers gave when they drafted the
Constitution: we the people should decide, not some far-off,
disconnected government run by out-of-touch elites.

CONVENYION OF STATES



The truth is the Washington establishment will never, ever
limit its own power. We just can’t rely on the politicians who
got us into this mess to get us out of it.

We need a solution that will let us go around the
Washington p_olitical establishment and rein in the out-of-
control federal government, permanently.

Here at Convention of States Action, we are implementing
the solution with the help of a vast family of grassroots
patriots just like you.

This solution was hidden in plain sight in Article V of the
Constitution, and it's our best and last chance to take
the power back from the out-of-control politicians in
Washington and safeguard our liberty once and for all.

The hooklet you hold in your hands cantains our Founding
Fathers’ antidote and cure for what ails our country.

Take it, read it, and use it as you talk with your friends
and family members about this constitutional solution to
restore our great nation.

Yours in the fight,

Mark Meckler
President
Convention of States Action
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ArticleV

OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

Article V of the Constitution of the United States reads as
follows:

“The Congress, whenever two thirds of both
Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose
Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the
Application of the Legislatures of two

thirds of the several States, shall call a
Convention for proposing Amendments,
which, in either Case, shall be valid to all
Intents and Purposes, as Part of this
Constitution, when ratified by the
Legislatures of three fourths of the

several States, or by Conventions in three
fourths thereof, as the one or the other
Maode of Ratification may be proposed by the
Congress; Provided that no Amendment
which may be made prior to the Year One
thousand eight hundred and eight shall in
any Manner affect the first and fourth
Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first
Article; and that no State, without its
Consent, shall be deprived of its equal
Suffrage in the Senate.”




The history of Article \/ from the 1787 Convention: “On
September 15, as the Convention was reviewing the
revisions made by the Committee of Style, George Mason
expressed opposition to the provisions limiting the power
to propase amendments to Congress. According to the
Convention records, Mason thought that ‘no Amendment
of the proper kind would ever be obtained by the people,
if the Government should become oppressive, as he verily
believed would be the case.’ In response, Gouverneur
Morris and Elbridge Gerry made a motion to amend the
article to reintroduce language requiring that a convention
be called when two-thirds of the States applied for an
amendment.” [30 Harvard Journal of Law and Public Policy
1005, 1007 (2007)]

George Mason, Founding Father

Thank God that the Founders were wise enough to give us
the second clause of Article V. Their decision was unanimous.
The Framers had very little debate about this—and they
debated almost everything—because they knew human
nature. They had experienced the heavy hand of a tyrannical
government. They foresaw a time in the future when such a
mechanism would be necessary. Now is that time.

CONVENTION OF STATES



- The Problem

WHY A CONVENTION
OF STATES?

Washington, D.C., will never voluntarily relinquish its
own power, no matter who is elected. The anly rational
conclusion is this: unless some political force outside
of Washington, D.C., intervenes, the P
federal government will continue to
bankrupt this nation, embezzle the
legitimate authority of the states,
and destroy the liberty of the
people. Rather than securing

the blessings of liberty

for future generations,
Washington, D.C.,ison a

path that will enslave our

children and grandchildren

to the debts of the past.

i

We see four major abuses
against the people by the
federal government. These £
abuses are not mere instances

of bad policy. The federal government has been
subjecting us to “soft tyranny” in which the government
does not (yet) shatter all men’s wills but regularly

&

i
i\
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“softens, bends, and guides” them. [f we do nothing to
halt these abuses, we run the risk of becoming nothing
more than “a flock of timid and industrious animals,
of which the government is the shepherd.” (Alexis de
Tocqueville, Democracy in America, 1840)

3.1 - The Spending and Debt Crisis

Even if the government taxed
at 100 percent and confiscated
everything, it wouldn’t cover the
mountain of debt that we have

already accumulated!

Arnerica’s national debt numbers in tens of trillions of

rs, but it only tells a part of the story. Under standard
accounting practices, the federal government actually
owes well over $100 trillion more in vested Social Security
benefits and other programs. The government cannot tax
its way out of debt. Even if the government taxed at 100
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percent and confiscated everything, it wouldn’t cover the
mountain of debt that we have already accumulated!

3.2 - The Regulatory Crisis

The federal bureaucracy has placed a regulatory burden upon
businesses that is complex, conflicted, and crushing. Little
accountability exists when agencies—rather than Congress—
enact the real substance of the law. Current research

shows the annual cost of compliance at sbout 52 trillion,

roughly equal to all income and corporate taxes combined!
Worse, the growth-killing effects of regulation have shrunk
economic growth by 25 percent, or $4 trillion per year.

3.3 - Congressional Attacks on State Sovereignty

~ Congress has turned state legislotures into their
regional agencies rather than respecting them as tuly

independent republican governments.

For years, Congress has been using federal grants to

keep the states under its control. Combining these grants
with federal mandates (which are rarely fully funded),
Congress has turned state legislatures into their regional
agencies rather than respecting them as truly independent
republican governments.

A radical social agenda and an invasion of the rights of
the people accompany all of this. While significant efforts
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have been made to combat this social erosion, these trends
defy some of the most important founding principles of

federalism and self-governance.

3.4 - Federal Takeover of the Decision-Making Pracess

The Founders believed that the structures of a limited
government would provide the greatest protection of
liberty. Not only were there to be checks and balances
between the branches of the federal government, power
was to be delineated between the states and federal
government. The latter was to exercise only those “few and
defined” powers specifically granted in the Constitution,
while the states’ powers were left “broad and undefined.”

Collusion among decision-makers in Washington, D.C., has
replaced these checks and balances. The federal judiciary
supports Congress and the White House in their ever-
escalating attack upon the jurisdiction of the 50 states.

We need to realize that the structure of decision-making
matters. Who decides what the law will be is even more
important than what is decided. The protection of liberty
requires a strict adherence to the principle that the power
of the federal government is limited and enumerated.
Washington, D.C., does not believe this principle, as
evidenced by an unbroken practice of expanding the

boundaries of federal power.
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The problems are big, but we have a solution as big as
those problems. Article V gives us the tool the Founders
intended for us to use to fix the mess in D.C.

Article V of the Constitution is our best chance — and our
last chance - to take the power back from the out-of-
control politicians and bureaucrats in Washington and
safeguard our liberty once and for all.

And when the Convention of States convenes, Congress
and the Washington bureaucracy will be powerless to stop it.

We need to realize that the
structure of decision-making
matters. Who decides what
the law will be is even

more important than
what is decided.
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Support

FOR A CONVENTION OF STATES

“| have whaleheartedly endorsed the Convention of States
Project. | serve on its Legal Board of Reference because they
propose a solution as big as the problem.”

“The permanent bureaucracy will never voluntarily give up an
ounce of its power...| encourage all other state legislatures
to support the Convention of States Project and pass the
resolution today.”

Support for a Corvention of Stetes



“We have to hem in the power of Congress and, in many cases,
the power of the Executive, before it is too late. Can you
imagine the looks on the faces of politicians when they realize
they are now legally barred from controlling your life and they
can't just live in those offices forever? Calling a Convention

of States is the only way to get the job done. Sign the petition
and get involved. It’s an important cause.”

“There’s a solution in our Constitution. We have the power to call
a Convention of States to restrain the size, the power, the scope,
and the jurisdiction of the federal government. If you're serious
about saving the nation, this is the best way to do it. Join the
constitutional revolution with Convention of States Project.”

CONVENTION OF STATES



v ( Ret.) Sen.

“Americans are sick and tired of the double-talk coming out of
Washington. So am I. After serving in the House, the Senate,
and as President of the Heritage Foundation, I've finally
realized the most important truth of our time: Washington,
D.C., will never fix itself. Acticle V is the only solution.”

“| support an Article V Convention of the States. It is time
for states to go on the offensive to [imit the overreach of

the federol government... | urge you to support all of the
Constitution, and thus the efforts of the Convention of
States to pass their extremely well-thought-out and strotegic
legislation in your home state and thus join us in a call to
restore our constitutional republic.”

CONVENTION OF STATES



“Only a Convention of States will give us effective solutions
to the abuse of power in Washington, D.C. It is our moral
obligation to protect liberty for ourselves and our posterity.”

“The Founding Fathers gave us a foolproof way to rein in

an over reaching federal government in Article V. If young
conservatives want to take back our country, they will join me
in supporting the Convention of States Project. A Convention
of States is the only constitutional way to limit the power and
Jurisdiction of the federal government and anyone who wants
to give power back to the people will support this growing
movement. After all, as we always say at Turning Point, ‘Big
Government Sucks,” and it’s nat going to shrink itself.”

CONVENTION OF STATES



OTHER NOTABLE SUPPORTERS

Sheriff David Clarke
Lt. Col. Bill Cowan
Ken Cuccinelli

Rep. Jeff Duncan
Sen. Ron Johnson

« Andrew McCarthy
Gov. Sarah Palin

« Thomas Sowell

Mat Staver

Steve Hilton

Gov. Greg Abbott

» Judge Andrew Napolitano
James O'Keefe

Sen. Ben Sasse

Pete Coors

Steve Deace

Rep. Mark Meadows

David Horowitz
Lawrence Jones

Sen. Marco Rubio
Dr. Ben Carson
Gov. Mike Huckabee

. Gov. Jeb Bush

Sen. Jim Talent

Gov. Bobby Jindal
Rep. Louie Gohmert
Morton Blackwell
Randy E. Barnett
Charles J. Cooper
Dr. John C. Eastman
Robert P. George

C. Boyden Gray

Cal Thomas
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The problems are big, but we have a solution as big as
those problems. Article V gives us the tool the Founders
intended for us to use to fix the mess in D.C.

Avrticle V of the Constitution is our best chance - and our
last chance - to take the power back from the out-of-
control politicians and bureaucrats in Washington and
safeguard our liberty once and for all.

And when the Convention of States convenes, Congress
and the Washington bureaucracy will be powerless to stop it.

We need to realize that the
structure of decision-making
matters. Who decides what
the law will be is even

more important than

what is decided.
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Support

FOR A CONVENTION OF STATES

“I have wholeheartedly endorsed the Convention of States
Project. | serve on its Legal Board of Reference because they
propose a solution as big as the probfem.”

“The permanent bureaucracy will never voluntarily give up an
ounce of its power...| encourage all other state legislatures
to support the Convention of States Project and pass the
resolution today.”

Support fara Corvention of States



Answers

TO COMMON QUESTIONS

6.1 - Why Do We Need to Call a Convention of
States?

Washington, D.C., is broken. The federal government is
spending this country into the ground, seizing power from
the states and taking liberty from the people. It's time

for we the people to take a stand against tyranny with a
coordinated, nationwide effort to curb the unrestrained and
growing power of the federal government. The Founders
gave us this emergency tool to fix Washington, D.C. We
must use it before it is too late. Even when good people
go to D.C. as elected officials, they lack the power to fix
the structural problems now destroying our country. No
change in personnel can fix a structural problem. Only a
Convention of States has the power to repair the damage
and halt the federal government from eroding the liberties
of the sovereign citizens further.

6.2 - What is a Convention of States?

A Convention of States is a convention called by the state
tegislatures for the purpase of proposing amendments to
the Constitution. They are given power to do this under
Article V of the Constitution (ses text, page 4). It is




not a constitutional convention. It cannot throw out the
Constitution, because it receives its authority from the
Constitution. A Convention of States can anly propose
amendments that fit within the topic of the applications
adopted by the state legislatures. So, for example, a
Convention that is called to limit the power of the federal
government could not propose an amendment to reduce
our rights and expand federal power.

6.3 - How Do the State Legislatures Calla

Convention of States?

Thirty-four state legislatures must pass a resolution in each
chamber of their legislatures (called an “application”) calling
for a Convention of States. The Convention of States
application does not need to be signed by the Governor

to be effective. As soon as both chambers of the state
legislature pass the application, that state becornes one of
the required 34 states calling for a Convention. In order for
the applications to be aggregated (counted together towards
the 34-state threshold), they must all cover the same topic
or set of topics for a Convention. The Conventicn of States

model application is included on page 29.

6.4 - Can Congress Block a Convention of
States?

No. As long as each of the 34 states applies fora
Convention that deals with the same issue (e.g., limiting
the power and jurisdiction of the federal government),
Congress must call the Convention. Congress’s ministerial
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duty is to name the place and the time for the Convention.
If it fails to exercise this power reasonably, the states
themselves can and will override congressional inaction.

6.5 - How Do States Choose Their Delegates?

States are free to develop their own selection process for
choosing their delegates — properly called “commissioners.”
Historically, the most common method used was an
election by a joint session of both chambers of the state
legislature. This is true federalism in action. Each state has
the power to choose its own commissianers in its own way.

Each state has the power to
choose its own commissioners

in its own way.

6.6 - What Happens at a Convention of States?

Each state’s delegation participates in discussing, drafting,
and voting on amendment proposals germane to the
topic(s) stated in the 34 applications that triggered the
Convention. According to historical precedent, gach state
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has one vote at the convention. Amendments sent to the

states are merely suggestions, and have no authority until
ratified by the states.

6.7 - How are Proposed Amendments Ratified?

Thirty-eight states must ratify any proposed amendments
before they become part of the Constitution. Each
proposed amendment is ratified separately by the states
even if proposed as a package (like the Bill of Rights).
Ratification may be done by state legislatures or by state
ratification conventions, which represent the people
more directly. Historically, ratification has been by state
legislatures, with the exception of the Twenty-First
Amendment, which was ratified by state conventions.

6.8 - How Do We Know How a Convention of
States Will Work?

Interstate conventions were common during the Foun

ding.

era. and the procedures and rules for such conventions
were widely known, Additionally, there have been many
interstate conventions since the Founding era, all operating
on similar rules. We can know how a Convention of

States wauld operate by studying the historical record.

The recent Convention of States Simulation (held in
Wiltiamsburg, Virginia, in Septembar of 2016) proved that
these well-established procedures would be followed by
any Convention of States held today (see page 32 fora

summary of that event).
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6.9 - Is a Convention of States Safe?

:(es. The convention’s authority is limited to that conferred
upon it by the state legislatures. Furthermore, the
ratification process ensures that amendments that do

not reflect the desires of the American people will not be
passed. (Read more detailed responses to specific objections
to a Convention of States on page 23 of this booklet.)

Interstate conventions were common durin'g
the Founding era, and the procedures and
rules for such conventions were widely known.

CONVENTION OF STATES



Overcoming
Objections

FROM THE OPPOSITION

Objection 1: What happens if a Convention of
States becomes a “runaway convention” and

takes away our hard-won liberties?

Answer: Despite a common myth promoted by some
groups beginning in the 1960s, there is absolutely no
precedent for a “runaway convention.” There have been
2t least 38 multi-state conventiens in American history.

and not a single ene has run away..

Our Founders were masters of checks and balances, and
they put numerous safeguards in place to ensure that a
Convention would never run away. The most important
of these safeguards is the requirement that 38 states
ratify any proposal coming out of the Convention
before any change is made to the Constitution. [t is
pelitically impossible for any change to be made to our
Constitution that does not enjoy the averwhelming
support of the American people. As respected

From the Oppesition




corstitutional scholar Professor Robert Natelson has
pointed out, “There are far more checks on a runaway
convention than on a runaway Congress.”

and they put numerous safeguards in place to

ensure that a convention would never run away.

Objection 2: Didn’t the original Constitutional
Convention run away?

Answer: No, this is another myth that has been spread

to justify judicial activism and other unconstitutional
changes to our system of government. The entire claim
that the Constitutional Convention ran away is based

on the false idea that Congress called the Constitutional
Convention for the sole purpose of amending the Articles
of Confederation. But that’s not true. In fact, under the
Avrticles of Confederation, Congress had no authority to
call a convention. |f you look at the historical records, it was
actually Virginia that called the Constitutional Convention
in October 1786. Virginia called the Convention for

the purpose of “render[ing] the Federal Constitution
[system of government] adequate to the Exigencies of the
Union,” an instruction that certainly included proposing

CONVENTION OF STATES



Objection 5: Article V says Congress “calis” the
Convention. Doesn’t this mean Congress will

control the Convention?

Answer: No, Congress’s role is limited to issuing the “call”
which sets the date, time, and location of the meeting once
it receives 34 applications for a Convention on the same
topic. In legal terms, this is referred to as a “ministerial” role.
In this role, Congress is acting in a limited administrative
capacity on behalf of the states. It has no authority beyond
that, including no control over the delegates.

gress is.acting in a limited administrative
acity on behalf of the states. [t has noauthority
ond that, including no controf over the delegates.

Objection 6: At a time of extreme
gerrymandering and in an environment of
unlimited political spending, wouldn't a
Convention of States open up the Constitution
and our system of government to being rewritten
by special interest groups and the wealthy?
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Answer: No. Over 400 applications for a Convention

of States have been filed, but we have never had one
because there have never been 34 applications seeking

a Convention for the same purpose. This demonstrates
that the purpose or scope specified in the applications
does matter, States can instruct their respective delegates
to entertain a narrower scope than what is within the
aggregated application, but they cannot broaden the topic
beyond that identified in the 34 passed applications.

Objection 7: Why is the opposition to a
Convention of States issuing dire warnings
about its potential for national disaster?

Answer: Nearly all oppesition comes from the hard left, as
was revealed in April of 2017. Led by the George Soros-
funded Common Cause, a coalition of radically anti-
constitutional activist grou ps united in their opposition to
this constitutional solution. The nearly 250 signers include
the AFL-CIO, Planned Parenthood, Greenpeace, La Raza,
the NAACP, and Clinton-founded groups like MoveOn.
org. These nearly 250 groups depend on a corrupt, runaway

federal government to preserve their power, fill their
coffers with taxpayer dollars, and advance their radical
agendas. This kind of organized opposition means one thing:
We are right above the target and they know it. These
organizations share one goal: Keep the disastrous status
quo of our federal government unchanged. A Convention
of States is the only way to stop them.

CONVENTION OF $TATES



Convention
of States

MODEL APPLICATION

The COS application limits what can be proposed ata
Convention of States.

The subject areas that can be considered at a Convention
of States are strictly limited to those speciﬁed in the ofhicial
applications submitted by all 34 (or more) states. Section 1
of the application for a Convention of States was carefully
worded to specify such limits. It reads:

Section 1. The legislature of the State of

hereby applies to Congress, under the provisions of
Article V of the Constitution of the United States, for the
calling of a Convention of the States limited to proposing
amendments to the Constitution of the United States that
impose fiscal restraints on the federal government, limit
the power and jurisdiction of the federal government, and
limit the terms of office for its officials and for members
of Congress.

Any amendment submitted by the Convention of States
which goes beyond the scope plainly stated in Section 1
cannot be considered for ratification by the states.




Amendment

TO CONSIDER AT A |
CONVENTION OF STATES

At an Article V Convention of States, delegates will have the
opportunity to debate and pass amendments that could:

+ Limit Supreme Court Justices to nine members.

» Prevent the addition of states without the affirmative
consent of three quarters of the existing states.

» Require members of Congress to live under the same laws
they pass for the rest of us.

« Impose term limits on members of Congress,

+ Require a balanced federal budget.

« |mpose limits on federal spending and/or taxation.

+ Get the federal government out of our healtheare system.
- Get the federal government out of our education system.

+ Stop unelected federal bureaucrats from imposing regulations.

Aemendrnenta te Carsider at 3 Carvention of States
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. Set term limits for federal bureaucrats, ending the
dominance of the “swamp.”

.« Remove the authority of the federal government over
state energy policy.

« Force the federal government to honor its commitment
to return federal lands to the states.

At this Convention, delegates from the states will gather for
the sole purpose of proposing amendments that limit the
power, size, and spending of the federal government, and
impose term limits on its officials and members of Congress.

Delegates from the states will'gather for the saole purpose

of‘proposfng amendmentsthat fimit the power, size. and
spending of the federal government, and impose term

limits on its officialsiand members of Congress.

CONVENTION OF STATES
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Proposed Constitution for
the Newstates of America

This transcript of the Proposed Constitution for the Newstates of America was transferred
from Col. Arch Roberts' website at Committee to Restore the Constitution. When
possible, we transfer whole files — always giving credit to its source — in the event a
website with pertinent information may be discontinued. — Jackie

A CONSTITUTION FOR THE NEWSTATES OF AMERICA, from the book, THE
EMERGING CONSTITUTION by Rexford G. Tugwell, published 1974 (Harper & Row:
$20.00) illustrates with chilling clarity the final objective of regional governance
conspirators. The goal is a corporate state concentrating economic, political and social
powers in the hands of a ruling elite. "A Constitution for the Newstates of America", is the
fortieth version of this revolutionary document prepared by a team of social experimenters
at the CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS, Fund for the
Republic (Ford F oundation), Post Office Box 4068, Santa Barbara, California 93103.

The Center, its first objective accomplished, has appointed socialist-oriented University of
Denver Chancellor Maurice B. Mitchell as its new head and may merge with the Aspen
Institute for Humanistic Studies, a Colorado-based world government policy promotion
agency.

Aspen Institute Chairman is Robert O. Anderson, chief executive officer, Atlantic Richfield
Company; member, Committee for Economic Development (laid ground work for regional
government), and advisory board member, Institute for International Education. Anderson is
the principal figure in campaign aimed at seizing control of the National Rifle Association.

Constitution for the Newstates of America
PREAMBLE
So that we may join in common endeavors, welcome the future in good order, and create an
adequate and self-repairing government - we, the people, do establish the Newstates of
America, herein provided to be ours, and do ordain this Constitution whose supreme law it
shall be until the time prescribed for it shall have run.
ARTICLE I
Rights and Responsibilities

www.sweetliberty.org/issues/concon/newstates. him 1/23
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A. Rights

SECTION 1. Freedom of expression, of communication, of movement, of assembly, or of
petition shall not be abridged except in declared emergency.

SECTION 2. Access to information possessed by governmental agencies shall not be
denied except in the interest of national security; but communications among officials
necessary to decisionmaking shall be privileged.

SECTION 3. Public communicators may decline to reveal sources of information, but shall
be responsible for hurtful disclosures.

SECTION 4. The privacy of individuals shall be respected; searches and seizures shall be
made only on judicial warrant; persons shall be pursued or questioned only for the
prevention of crime or the apprehension of suspected criminals, and only according to rules
established under law.

SECTION 5. There shall be no discrimination because of race, creed, color, origin, or seX.
The Court of Rights and Responsibilities may determine whether selection for various
occupations has been discriminatory.

SECTION 6. All persons shall have equal protection of the laws, and in all electoral
procedures the vote of every eligible citizen shall count equally with others.

SECTION 7. It shall be public policy to promote discussion of public issues and to
encourage peaceful public gatherings for this purpose. Permission to hold such gatherings
shall not be denied, nor shall they be interrupted, except in declared emergency or on a
showing of imminent danger to public order and on judicial warrant.

SECTION 8. The practice of religion shall be privileged; but no religion shall be imposed
by some on others, and none shall have public support.

SECTION 9. Any citizen may purchase, sell, lease, hold, convey, and inherit real and
personal property, and shall benefit equally from all laws for security in such transactions.

SECTION 10. Those who cannot contribute to productivity shall be entitled to a share of
the national product; but distribution shall be fair and the total may not exceed the amount
for this purpose held in the National Sharing Fund.

SECTION 11. Education shall be provided at public expense for those who meet
appropriate tests of eligibility.

SECTION 12. No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process
of law. No property shall be taken without compensation.

SECTION 13. Legislatures shall define crimes and conditions requiring restraint, but
confinement shall not be for punishment; and, when possible, there shall be preparation for
return to freedom.

SECTION 14. No person shall be placed twice in jeopardy for the same offense.

SECTION 15. Writs of habeas corpus shall not be suspended except in declared
emergency.

SECTION 16. Accused persons shall be informed of charges against them, shall have a
speedy trial, shall have reasonable bail, shall be allowed to confront witnesses or o call

wnann ewaatlibartv orafissues/concon/newstates.htm 423



2/13/23, 12:28 PM Constitutional Convention | Proposed Constitution for the Newstates of America

others, and shall not be compelled to testify against themselves; at the time of arrest they
shall be informed of their right to be silent and to have counsel, provided, if necessary, at
public expense; and courts shall consider the contention that prosecution may be under an
invalid or unjust statute,

B. Responsibilities

SECTION 1. Each freedom of the citizen shall prescribe a corresponding responsibility not
to diminish that of others: of speech, communication, assembly, and petition, to grant the
same freedom to others; of religion, to respect that of others; of privacy, not to invade that of
others; of the holding and disposal of property, the obligation to extend the same privilege to
others.

SECTION 2. Individuals and enterprises holding themselves out to serve the public shall
serve all equally and without intention to misrepresent, conforming to such standards as
may improve health and welfare.

SECTION 3. Protection of the law shall be repaid by assistance in its enforcement: this
shall include respect for the procedures of justice, apprehension of lawbreakers, and
testimony at trial.

SECTION 4. Each citizen shall participate in the processes of democracy, assisting in the
selection of officials and in the monitoring of their conduct in office.

SECTION 5. Each shall render such services to the nation as may be uniformly required by
law, objection by reason of conscience being adjudicated as hereinafter provided; and none
shall expect or may receive special privileges unless they be for a public purpose defined by
law.

SECTION 6. Each shall pay whatever share of governmental costs is consistent with
fairness to all.

SECTION 7. Each shall refuse awards or titles from other nations or their representatives
except as they be authorized by law.

SECTION 8. There shall be a responsibility to avoid violence and to keep the peace; for
this reason the bearing of arms or the possession of lethal weapons shall be confined to the
police, members of the armed forces, and those licensed under law.

SECTION 9. Each shall assist in preserving the endowments of nature and enlarging the
inheritance of future generations.

SECTION 10. Those granted the use of public lands, the air, or waters shall have a
responsibility for using these resources so that, if irreplaceable, they are conserved and, if
replaceable, they are put back as they were.

SECTION 11. Retired officers of the armed forces, of the senior civil service, and of the
Senate shall regard their service as a permanent obligation and shall not engage in enterprise
seeking profit from the government.

SECTION 12. The devising or controlling of devices for management or technology shall
establish responsibility for resulting costs.

SECTION 13. All rights and responsibilities defined herein shall extend to such
associations of citizens as may be authorized by law.
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ARTICLE 1T
The Newstates

SECTION 1. There shall be Newstates, each comprising no less than 5 percent of the
whole population. Existing states may continue and may have the status of Newstates if the
Boundary Commission, hereinafter provided, shall so decide. The Commission shall be
guided in its recommendations by the probability of accommodation to the conditions for
effective government. States electing by referendum to continue if the Commission
recommend otherwise shall nevertheless accept all Newstate obligations.

SECTION 2. The Newstates shall have constitutions formulated and adopted by processes
hereinafter prescribed.

SECTION 3. They shall have Governors, Jegislatures, and planning, administrative, and
judicial systems.

SECTION 4. Their political procedures shall be organized and supervised by electoral
Overseers; but their elections shall not be in years of presidential election.

SECTION 5. The electoral apparatus of the Newstates of America shall be available to
them, and they may be allotted funds under rules agreed to by the national Overseer; but
expenditures may not be made by or for any candidate except they be approved by the
Overseer; and requirements of residence in a voting district shall be no longer than thirty
days.

SECTION 6. They may charter subsidiary governments, urban or rural, and may delegate
to them powers appropriate to their responsibilities.

SECTION 7. They may lay, or may delegate the laying of, taxes; but these shall conform to
the restraints stated hereinafter for the Newstates of America.

SECTION 8. They may not tax exports, may not tax with intent to prevent imports, and
may not impose any tax forbidden by laws of the Newstates of America; but the objects
appropriate for taxation shall be clearly designated.

SECTION 9. Taxes on land may be at higher rates than those on its improvements.

SECTION 10. They shall be responsible for the administration of public services not
reserved to the government of the Newstates of America, such activities being concerted
with those of corresponding national agencies, where these exist, under arrangements
common to all.

SECTION 11. The rights and responsibilities prescribed in this Constitution shall be
effective in the Newstates and shall be suspended only in emergency when declared by
Governors and not disapproved by the Senate of the Newstates of America.

SECTION 12. Police powers of the Newstates shall extend to all matters not reserved to
the Newstates of America; but preempted powers shall not be impaired.

SECTION 13. Newstates may not enter into any treaty, alliance, confederation, or
agreement unless approved by the Boundary Commission hereinafter provided.

They may not coin money, provide for the payment of debts in any but legal tender, or
make any charge for inter-Newstate services. They may not enact ex post facto laws or ones
impairing the obligation of contracts.
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SECTION 14. Newstates may not impose barriers to imports from other Jjurisdictions or
impose any hindrance to citizens' freedom of movement,

SECTION 15. If governments of the Newstates fail to carry out fully their constitutional
duties, their officials shall be warned and may be required by the Senate, on the
recommendation of the Watchkeeper, to forfeit revenues from the Newstates of America.

ARTICLE III
The Electoral Branch

SECTION 1. To arrange for participation by the electorate in the determination of policies
and the selection of officials, there shall be an Electoral Branch.

SECTION 2. An Overseer of electoral procedures shall be chosen by majority of the
Senate and may be removed by a two-thirds vote. It shall be the Overseer's duty to supervise
the organization of national and district parties, arrange for discussion among them, and
provide for the nomination and election of candidates for public office. While in office the
Overseer shall belong to no political organization; and after each presidential election shall
offer to resign.

SECTION 3. A national party shall be one having had at least a 5 percent affiliation in the
latest general election; but a new party shall be recognized when valid petitions have been
signed by at least 2 percent of the voters in each of 30 percent of the districts drawn for the
House of Representatives. Recognition shall be suspended upon failure to gain 5 percent of
the votes at a second election, 10 percent at a third, or 15 percent at further elections.

District parties shall be recognized when at least 2 percent of the voters shall have signed
petitions of affiliation; but recognition shall be withdrawn upon failure to attract the same
percentages as are necessary for the continuance of national parties.

SECTION 4. Recognition by the Overseer shall bring parties within established regulations
and entitle them to common privileges.

SECTION 5. The Overseer shall promulgate rules for party conduct and shall see that fair
practices are maintained, and for this purpose shall appoint deputies in each district and
shall supervise the choice, in district and national conventions, of party administrators.
Regulations and appointments may be objected to by the Senate.

SECTION 6. The Overseer, with the administrators and other officials, shall:

a. Provide the means for discussion, in each party, of public issues, and, for this
purpose, ensure that members have adequate facilities for participation.

b. Arrange for discussion, in annual district meetings, of the President's views, of the
findings of the Planning Branch, and such other information as may be pertinent for
enlightened political discussion.

. Arrange, on the first Saturday in each month, for enrollment, valid for one year, of
voters at convenient places.

SECTION 7. The Overseer shall also:

a. Assist the parties in nominating candidates for district members of the House of
Representatives each three years; and for this purpose designate one hundred districts, each
with a similar number of eligible voters, redrawing districts after each election. In these
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there shall be party conventions having no more than three hundred delegates, so distributed
that representation of voters be approximately equal.

Candidates for delegate may become eligible by presenting petitions signed by two
hundred registered voters. They shall be elected by party members on the first Tuesday in
March, those having the largest number of votes being chosen until the three hundred be
complete. Ten alternates shall also be chosen by the same process.

District conventions shall be held on the first Tuesday in April. Delegates shall choose
three candidates for membership in the House of Representatives, the three having the most
votes becoming candidates.

b. Arrange for the election each three years of three members of the House of
Representatives in each district from among the candidates chosen in party conventions, the
three having the most votes to be elected.

SECTION 8. The Overseer shall also:

a. Arrange for national conventions to meet nine years after previous presidential
elections, with an equal number of delegates from each district, the whole number not to
exceed one thousand.

Candidates for delegates shall be eligible when petitions signed by five hundred
registered voters have been filed. Those with the most votes, together with two alternates,
being those next in number of votes, shall be chosen in each district.

b. Approve procedures in these conventions for choosing one hundred candidates to be
members-at-large of the House of Representatives, whose terms shall be coterminous with
that of the President. For this purpose delegates shall file one choice with convention
officials. Voting on submissions shall proceed until one hundred achieve 10 percent, but not
more than three candidates may be resident in any one district; if any district have more than
three, those with the fewest votes shall be eliminated, others being added from the districts
having less than three, until equality be reached. Of those added, those having the most
votes shall be chosen first.

c. Arrange procedures for the consideration and approval of party objectives by the
convention.

d. Formulate rules for the nomination in these conventions of candidates for President
and Vice-Presidents when the offices are to fall vacant, candidates for nomination to be
recognized when petitions shall have been presented by one hundred or more delegates,
pledged to continue support until candidates can no longer win or until they consent to
withdraw. Presidents and Vice-Presidents, together with Representatives-at-large, shall
submit to referendum after serving for three years, and if they are rejected, new conventions
shall be held within one month and candidates shall be chosen as for vacant offices.

Candidates for President and Vice-Presidents shall be nominated on attaining a
majority.

¢. Arrange for the election on the first Tuesday in June, in appropriate years, of new
candidates for President and Vice-Presidents, and members-at-large of the House of
Representatives, all being presented to the nation's voters as a ticket; if no ticket achieve a
majority, the Overseer shall arrange another election, on the third Tuesday in June, between
the two persons having the most votes; and if referendum so determine he shall provide
similar arrangements for the nomination and election of candidates.
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In this election, the one having the most votes shall prevail.
SECTION 9. The Overseer shall also:

a. Arrange for the convening of the national legislative houses on the fourth Tuesday of
July.

b. Arrange for inauguration of the President and Vice-Presidents on the second Tuesday
of August.

SECTION 10. All costs of electoral procedures shall be paid from public funds, and there
shall be no private contributions to parties or candidates; no contributions or expenditures
for meetings, conventions, or campaigns shall be made; and no candidate for office may
make any personal expenditures unless authorized by a uniform rule of the Overseer; and
persons or groups making expenditures, directly or indirectly, in support of prospective
candidates shall report to the Overseer and shall conform to his regulations.

SECTION 11. Expenses of the Electoral Branch shall be met by the addition of one percent
to the net annual taxable income returns of taxpayers, this sum to be held by the Chancellor
of Financial Affairs for disposition by the Overseer.

Funds shall be distributed to parties in proportion to the respective number of votes cast
for the President and Governors at the last election, except that new parties, on being
recognized, shall share in proportion to their number. Party administrators shall make
allocations to legislative candidates in amounts proportional to the party vote at the last
election.

Expenditures shall be audited by the Watchkeeper; and sums not expended within four
years shall be returned to the Treasury.

It shall be a condition of every communications franchise that reasonable facilities shall
be available for allocations by the Overseer.

ARTICLE IV
The Planning Branch

SECTION 1. There shall be a Planning Branch to formulate and administer plans and to
prepare budgets for the uses of expected income in pursuit of policies formulated by the
processes provided herein.

SECTION 2. There shall be a Natjonal Planning Board of fifteen members appointed by
the President; the first members shall have terms designated by the President of one to
fifteen years, thereafter one shall be appointed each year; the President shall appoint a
Chairman who shall serve for fifteen years unless removed by him,

SECTION 3. The Chairman shall appoint, and shall supervise, a planning administrator,
together with such deputies as may be agreed to by the Board.

SECTION 4. The Chairman shall present to the Board six- and twelve-year development
plans prepared by the planning staff. They shall be revised each year after public hearings,
and finally in the year before they are to take effect. They shall be submitted to the President
on the fourth Tuesday in July for transmission to the Senate on September 1 with his
comments.
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If members of the Board fail to approve the budget proposals by the forwarding date, the
Chairman shall nevertheless make submission to the President with notations of reservation

by such members. The President shall transmit this proposal, with his comments, to the
House of Representatives on September L.

SECTION 5. Tt shall be recognized that the gix-and twelve-year development plans
represent national intentions tempered by the appraisal of possibilities. The twelve-year plan
shall be a general estimate of probable progress, both governmental and private; the six-year
plan shall be more specific as to estimated income and expenditure and shall take account of
necessary revisions.

The purpose shall be to advance, through every agency of government, the excellence of
national life. It shall be the further purpose to anticipate innovations, to estimate their
impact, to assimilate them into existing institutions, and to moderate deleterious effects on
the environment and on society.

The six- and twelve-year plans shall be disseminated for discussion and the opinions
expressed shall be considered in the formulation of plans for each succeeding year with
special attention to detail in proposing the budget.

SECTION 6. For both plans an extension of one year into the future shall be made each
year and the estimates for all other years shall be revised accordingly. For nongovernmental
activities the estimate of developments shall be calculated to indicate the need for
enlargement or restriction.

SECTION 7. If there be objection by the President or the Senate to the six- or twelve-year
plans, they shall be returned for restudy and resubmission. If there still be differences, and if
the President and the Senate agree, they shall prevail. If they do not agree, the Senate shall
prevail and the plan shall be revised accordingly.

SECTION 8. The Newstates, on June 1, shall submit proposals for development to be
considered for inclusion in those for the Newstates of America. Researches and
administration shall be delegated, when convenient, to planning agencies of the Newstates.

SECTION 9. There shall be submissions from private individuals or from organized
associations affected with a public interest, as defined by the Board. They shall report
intentions to expand or contract, estimates of production and demand, probable uses of
resources, numbers expected to be employed, and other essential information.

SECTION 10. The Planning Branch shall make and have custody of official maps, and
these shall be documents of reference for future developments both public and private; on
them the location of facilities, with extension indicated, and the intended use of all areas
shall be marked out.

Official maps shall also be maintained by the planning agencies of the Newstates, and in
matters not exclusively national the National Planning Board may rely on these.

Undertakings in violation of official designation shall be at the risk of the venturer, and
there shall be no recourse; but losses from designations after acquisition shall be recoverable
in actions before the Court of Claims.

SECTION 11. The Planning Branch shall have available to it funds equal to one-half of
one percent of the approved national budget (not including debt services or payments from
trust funds). They shall be held by the Chancellor of Financial Affairs and expended
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according to rules approved by the Board; but funds not expended within six years shall be
available for other uses.

SECTION 12. Allocations may be made for the planning agencies of the Newstates; but
only the maps and plans of the national Board, or those approved by them, shall have status
at law.

SECTION 13. In making plans, there shall be due regard to the interests of other nations
and such cooperation with their intentions as may be approved by the Board.

SECTION 14. There may also be cooperation with international agencies and such
contributions to their work as are not disapproved by the President.

ARTICLE V
The Presidency

SECTION 1. The President of the Newstates of America shall be the head of government,
shaper of its commitments, expositor of its policies, and supreme commander of its
protective forces; shall have one term of nine years, unless rejected by 60 percent of the
clectorate after three years; shall take care that the nation's resources are estimated and are
apportioned to its more exigent needs; shall recommend such plans, legislation, and action
as may be necessary; and shall address the legislators each year on the state of the nation,
calling upon them to do their part for the general good.

SECTION 2. There shall be two Vice-Presidents elected with the President; at the time of
taking office the President shall designate one Vice-President to supervise internal affairs;
and one to be deputy for general affairs. The deputy for general affairs shall succeed if the
presidency be vacated; the Vice-President for internal affairs shall be second in succession.
If either Vice-President shall die or be incapacitated, the President, with the consent of the
Senate, shall appoint a successor. Vice-Presidents shall serve during an extended term with
such assignments as the President may make.

[f the presidency fall vacant through the disability of both Vice-Presidents, the Senate
shall elect successors from among its members to serve until the next general election.

With the Vice-Presidents and other officials the President shall see to it that the laws are
faithfully executed and shall pay attention to the findings and recommendations of the
Planning Board, the National Regulatory Board, and the Watchkeeper in formulating
national policies.

SECTION 3. Responsible to the Vice-President for General Affairs there shall be
Chancellors of External, Financial, Legal, and Military Affairs.

The Chancellor of External Affairs shall assist in conducting relations with other nations.

The Chancellor of Financial Affairs shall supervise the nation's financial and monetary
systems, regulating its capital markets and credit-issuing institutions as they may be
established by law; and this shall include lending institutions for operations in other nations
or in cooperation with them, except that treaties may determine their purposes and
standards.

The Chancellor of Legal Affairs shall advise governmental agencies and represent them
before the courts.
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The Chancellor of Military Affairs shall act for the presidency in disposing all armed
forces except militia commanded by governors; but these shall be available for national
service at the President's convenience.

Except in declared emergency, the deployment of forces in far waters or in other nations
without their consent shall be notified in advance to a national security committee of the
Senate hereinafter provided.

SECTION 4. Responsible to the Vice-President for Internal Affairs there shall be
chancellors of such departments as the President may find necessary for performing the
services of government and are not rejected by a two-thirds vote when the succeeding
budget is considered.

SECTION 5. Candidates for the presidency and the vice-presidencies shall be natural-born
citizens. Their suitability may be questioned by the Senate within ten days of their
nomination, and if two-thirds of the whole agree, they shall be ineligible and a nominating
convention shall be reconvened. At the time of his nomination no candidate shall be a

member of the Senate and none shall be on active service in the armed forces or a senior
civil servant.

SECTION 6. The President may take leave because of illness or for an interval of relief,
and the Vice-President in charge of General Affairs shall act. The President may resign if the
Senate agree; and, if the term shall have more than two years to run, the Overseer shall
arrange for a special election for President and Vice-President.

SECTION 7. The Vice-Presidents may be directed to perform such ministerial duties as the
President may find convenient; but their instructions shall be of record, and their actions
shall be taken as his deputy.

SECTION 8. Incapacitation may be established without concurrence of the President by a
three-quarters vote of the Senate, whereupon a successor shall become Acting President
until the disability be declared, by a similar vote, to be ended or to have become permanent.
Similarly the other Vice-President shall succeed if a predecessor die or be disabled. Special
elections, in these contingencies, may be required by the Senate.

Acting Presidents may appoint deputies, unless the Senate object, to assume their duties
until the next election.

SECTION 9. The Vice-Presidents, together with such other officials as the President may
designate from time to time, may constitute a cabinet or council; but this shall not include
officials of other branches.

SECTION 10. Treaties or agreements with other nations, negotiated under the President's
authority, shall be in effect unless objected to by a majority of the Senate within ninety days.
If they are objected to, the President may resubmit and the Senate reconsider. If a majority
still object, the Senate shall prevail.

SECTION 11. All officers, except those of other branches, shall be appointed and may be
removed by the President. A majority of the Senate may object to appointments within sixty
days, and alternative candidates shall be offered until it agrees.

SECTION 12. The President shall notify the Planning Board and the House of
Representatives, on the fourth Tuesday in June, what the maximum allowable expenditures
for the ensuing fiscal year shall be.
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The President may determine to make expenditures less than provided in appropriations;
but, except in declared emergency, none shall be made in excess of appropriations.
Reduction shall be because of changes in requirements and shall not be such as to impair the
integrity of budgetary procedures.

SECTION 13. There shall be a Public Custodian, appointed by the President and
removable by him, who shall have charge of properties belonging to the government, but not
allocated to specific agencies, who shall administer common public services, shall have
charge of building construction and rentals, and shall have such other duties as may be
designated by the President or the designated Vice-Presidents.

SECTION 14. There shall be an Intendant responsible to the President who shall supervise
Offices for Intelligence and Investigation; also an Office of Emergency Organization with
the duty of providing plans and procedures for such contingencies as can be anticipated.

The Intendant shall also charter nonprofit corporations (or foundations), unless the
President shall object, determined by him to be for useful public purposes. Such
corporations shall be exempt from taxation but shall conduct no profitmaking enterprises.

SECTION 15. The Intendant shall also be a counselor for the coordination of scientific and
cultural experiments, and for studies within the government and elsewhere, and for this
purpose shall employ such assistance as may be found necessary.

SECTION 16. Offices for other purposes may be established and may be discontinued by
presidential order within the funds allocated in the procedures of appropriation.

ARTICLE VI

The Legislative Branch

(The Senate and the House of Representatives)
A. The Senate

SECTION 1. There shall be a Senate with membership as follows: If they so desire, former
Presidents, Vice-Presidents, Principal Justices, Overseers, Chairmen of the Planning and
Regulatory Boards, Governors having had more than seven years' service, and unsuccessful
candidates for the presidency and vice-presidency who have received at least 30 percent of
the vote. To be appointed by the President, three persons who have been Chancellors, two
officials from the civil services, two officials from the diplomatic services, two senior
military officers, also one person from a panel of three, elected in a process approved by the
Overseer, by each of twelve such groups or associations as the President may recognize
from time to time to be nationally representative, but none shall be a political or religious
group, no individual selected shall have been paid by any private interest to influence
government, and any association objected to by the Senate shall not be recognized.
Similarly, to be appointed by the Principal Justice, two persons distinguished in public law
and two former members of the High Courts or the Judicial Council. Also, to be elected by
the House of Representatives, three members who have served six or more years.

Vacancies shall be filled as they occur.

SECTION 2. Membership shall continue for life, except that absences not provided for by
rule shall constitute retirement, and that Senators may retire voluntarily.
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SECTION 3. The Senate shall elect as presiding officer a Convener who shall serve for
two years, when his further service may be discontinued by a majority vote. Other officers,
including a Deputy, shall be appointed by the Convener unless the Senate shall object.

SECTION 4. The Senate shall meet each year on the second Tuesday in July and shall be
in continuous session, but may adjourn to the call of the Convener. A quorum shall be more
than three-fifths of the whole membership.

SECTION 5. The Senate shall consider, and return within thirty days, all measures
approved by the House of Representatives (except the annual budget). Approval or
disapproval shall be by a majority vote of those present. Objection shall stand unless the
House of Representatives shall overcome it by a majority vote plus one; if no return be
made, approval by the House of Representatives shall be final.

For consideration of laws passed by the House of Representatives or for other purposes,
the Convener may appoint appropriate committees.

SECTION 6. The Senate may ask advice from the Principal Justice concerning the
constitutionality of measures before it; and if this be done, the time for return to the House
of Representatives may extend to ninety days.

SECTION 7. If requested, the Senate may advise the President on matters of public
interest; or, if not requested, by resolution approved by two-thirds of those present. There
shall be a special duty to note expressions of concern during party conventions and
commitments made during campaigns; and if these be neglected, to remind the President
and the House of Representatives that these undertakings are to be considered.

SECTION 8. In time of present or prospective danger caused by cataclysm, by attack, or
by insurrection, the Senate may declare a national emergency and may authorize the
President to take appropriate action. If the Senate be dispersed, and no quorum available, the
President may proclaim the emergency, and may terminate it unless the Senate shall have
acted. If the President be not available, and the circumstances extreme, the senior serving

member of the presidential succession may act until a quorum assembles.

SECTION 9. The Senate may also define and declare a limited emergency in time of
prospective danger, or of local or regional disaster, or if an extraordinary advantage be
anticipated. It shall be considered by the House of Representatives within three days and,
unless disapproved, may extend for a designated period and for a limited area before
renewal.

Extraordinary expenditures during emergency may be approved, without regard to usual
budget procedures, by the House of Representatives with the concurrence of the President.

SECTION 10. The Senate, at the beginning of each session, shall select three of its
members to constitute a National Security Committee to be consulted by the President in
emergencies requiring the deployment of the armed forces abroad. If the Committee dissent
from the President's proposal, it shall report to the Senate, whose decision shall be final.

SECTION 11. The Senate shall elect, or may remove, a National Watchkeeper, and shall
oversee, through a standing committee, a Watchkeeping Service conducted according to
rules formulated for their approval.

With the assistance of an appropriate staff the Watchkeeper shall gather and organize
information concerning the adequacy, competence, and integrity of governmental agencies
and their personnel, as well as their continued usefulness; and shall also suggest the need for
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new or expanded services, making report concerning any agency of the deleterious effect of
1ts activities on citizens or on the environment.

The Watchkeeper shall entertain petitions for the redress of grievances and shall advise
the appropriate agencies if there be need for action.

For all these purposes, personnel may be appointed, investigations made, witnesses
examined, postaudits made, and information required.

The Convener shall present the Watchkeeper's findings to the Senate, and if it be judged
to be in the public interest, they shall be made public or, without being made public, be sent
to the appropriate agency for its guidance and such action as may be needed. On
recommendation of the Watchkeeper the Senate may initiate corrective measures to be voted
on by the House of Representatives within thirty days. When approved by a majority and
not vetoed by the President, they shall become law.

For the Watchkeeping Service one-quarter of one percent of individual net taxable
incomes shall be held by the Chancellor of Financial Affairs; but amounts not expended in
any fiscal year shall be available for general use.

B. The House of Representatives

SECTION 1. The House of Representatives shall be the original lawmaking body of the
Newstates of America.

SECTION 2. It shall convene each year on the second Tuesday in July and shall remain in
continuous session except that it may adjourn to the call of a Speaker, elected by majority
vote from among the Representatives-at-large, who shall be its presiding officer.

SECTION 3. It shall be a duty to implement the provisions of this constitution and, in
legislating, to be guided by them.

SECTION 4. Party leaders and their deputies shall be chosen by caucus at the beginning of
each session.

SECTION 5. Standing and temporary committees shall be selected as follows:

Committees dealing with the calendaring and management of bills shall have a majority
of members nominated to party caucuses by the Speaker; other members shall be nominated
by minority leaders. Membership shall correspond to the parties' proportions at the last
election. If nominations be not approved by a majority of the caucus, the Speaker or the
minority leaders shall nominate others until a majority shall approve.

Members of other committees shall be chosen by party caucus in proportion to the results
of the last election. Chairmen shall be elected annually from among at-large members.

Bills referred to committees shall be returned to the house with recommendations within
sixty days unless extension be voted by the House.

In all committee actions names of those voting for and against shall be recorded.
No committee chairman may serve longer than six years.

SECTION 6. Approved legislation, not objected to by the Senate within the alloted time,
shall be presented to the President for his approval or disapproval. If the President
disapprove, and three-quarters of the House membership still approve, it shall become law.
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The names of those voting for and against shall be recorded. Bills not returned within eleven
days shall become law.

SECTION 7. The President may have thirty days to consider measures approved by the
House unless they shall have been submitted twelve days previous to adjournment.

SECTION 8. The House shall consider promptly the annual budget; if there be objection, it
shall be notified to the Planning Board; the Board shall then resubmit through the President;
and, with his comments, it shall be returned to the House. If there still be objection by a
two-thirds majority, the House shall prevail. Objection must be by whole title; titles not
objected to when voted on shall constitute appropriation.

The budget for the fiscal year shall be in effect on January 1. Titles not yet acted on shall
be as in the former budget until action be completed.

SECTION 9. It shall be the duty of the House to make laws concerning taxes.
1. For their laying and collection:
a. They shall be uniform, and shall not be retroactive.

b. Except such as may be authorized by law to be laid by Authorities, or by the
Newstates, all collections shall be made by a national revenue agency. This shall include
collections for trust funds hereinafter authorized.

c. Except for corporate levies to be held in the National Sharing Fund, hereinafter
authorized, taxes may be collected only from individuals and only from incomes; but there
may be withholding from current incomes.

d. To assist in the maintenance of economic stability, the President may be authorized to
alter rates by executive order.

e. They shall be imposed on profitmaking enterprises owned or conducted by religious
establishments or other nonprofit organizations.

£ There shall be none on food, medicines, residential rentals, or commodities or
services designated by law as necessities; and there shall be no double taxation.

g. None shall be levied for registering ownership or transfer of property.
2. For expenditures from revenues:

a. For the purposes detailed in the annual budget unless objection be made by the
procedure prescribed herein.

b. For such other purposes as the House may indicate and require the Planning Branch
to include in revisions of the budget; but, except in declared emergency, the total may not
exceed the President's estimate of available funds.

3. For fixing the percentage of net corporate taxable incomes to be paid into a National
Sharing Fund to be held in the custody of the Chancellor of Financial Affairs and made
available for such welfare and environmental purposes as are authorized by law.

4. To provide for the regulation of commerce with other nations and among the
Newstates, Possessions, Territories; or, as shall be mutually agreed, with other organized
governments; but exports shall not be taxed; and imports shall not be taxed except on

www.sweetliberty.orgfissues/concon/newstates.htm 14/23



2/13/23, 12:28 PM Constitutional Convention | Propc;sed Constitution for the Newstates of America

recommendation of the President at rates whose allowable variation shall have been fixed
bylaw. There shall be no quotas, and no nations favored by special rates, unless by special
acts requiring two-thirds majorities.

5. To establish, or provide for the establishment of, institutuions for the safekeeping of
savings, for the gathering and distribution of capital, for the issuance of credit, for regulating
the coinage of money, for controlling them edia of exchange, and for stabilizing prices; but
such institutions, when not public or semipublic, shall be regarded as affected with the
public interest and shall be supervised by the Chancellor of Financial A ffairs.

6. To establish institutions for insurance against risks and liabilities, or to provide
suitable agencies for the regulation of such as are not public.

7. To ensure the maintenance, by ownership or regulation, of facilities for
communication, transportation, and others commonly used and necessary for public
convenience.

8. To assist in the maintenance of world order, and, for this purpose, when the President
shall recommend, to vest jurisdiction in international legislative, judicial, or administrative
agencies.

9. To develop with other peoples, and for the benefit of all, the resources of space, of
other bodies in the universe, and of the seas beyond twelve miles from low-water shores
unless treaties shall provide other limits.

10. To assist other peoples who have not attained satisfactory levels of well-being; to
delegate the administration of funds for assistance, whenever possible, to international
agencies; and to invest in or contribute to the furthering of development in other parts of the
world.

11. To assure, or to assist in assuring, adequate and equal facilities for education; for
training in occupations citizens may be fitted to pursue; and to reeducate or retrain those
whose occupations may become obsolete.

12. To establish or to assist institutions devoted to higher education, to research, or to
technical training.

13. To establish and maintain, or assist in maintaining, libraries, archives, monuments,
and other places of historic interest.

14. To assist in the advancement of sciences and technologies; and to encourage cultural
activities,

15. To conserve natural resources by purchase, by withdrawal from use, or by regulation;
to provide, or to assist in providing, facilities for recreation; to establish and maintain parks,
forests, wilderness areas, wetlands, and prairies; to improve streams and other waters; to
ensure the purity of air and water; to control the erosion of soils; and to provide for all else
necessary for the protection and common use of the national heritage.

16. To acquire property and improvements for public use at costs to be fixed, if
necessary, by the Court of Claims.

17. To prevent the stoppage or hindrance of governmental procedures, or of other
activities affected with a public interest as defined by law, by reason of disputes between
employers and employees, or for other reasons, and for this purpose to provide for
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conclusive arbitration if adquate provision for collective bargaining fail. From such finding
there may be appeal to the Court of Arbitration Review; but such proceedings may not stay
the acceptance of findings.

18. To support an adequate civil service for the performance of such duties as may be
designated by administrators; and for this purpose to refrain from interference with the
processes of appointment or placement, asking advice or testimony before committees only
with the consent of appropriate superiors.

19. To provide for the maintenance of armed forces.

20. To enact such measures as will assist families in making adjustment to future
conditions, using estimates concerning population and resources made by the Planning
Board.

21. To vote within ninety days on such measures as the President may designate as
urgent.

ARTICLE VII
The Regulatory Branch

SECTION 1. There shall be a Regulatory Branch, and there shall be a National Regulator
chosen by majority vote of the Senate and remoable by a two-thirds vote of that body. His
term shall be seven years, and he shall preside over a National Regulatory Board. Together
they shall make and administer rules for the conduct of all economic enterprises.

The Regulatory Branch shall have such agencies as the Board may find necessary and are
not disapproved by law.

SECTION 2. The Regulatory Board shall consist of seventeen members recommended to
the Senate by the Regulator. Unless rejected by majority vote they shall act with the
Regulator as a lawmaking body for industry.

They shall initially have terms of one or seventeen years, one being replaced each year
and serving for seventeen years. They shall be compensated and shall have no other
occupation.

SECTION 3. Under procedures approved by the board, the Regulator shall charter all
corporations or enterprises except those exempted because of sixe or other characteristics, or
those supervised by the Chancellor of Financial Affairs, or by the Intendant, or those whose
activities are confined to one Newstate.

Charters shall describe proposed activities, and departure from these shall require
amendment on penalty of revocation. For this purpose there shall be investigation and
enforcement services under the direction of the Regulator.

SECTION 4. Chartered enterprises in similar industries or occupations may organize joint
Authorities. These may formulate among themselves codes to ensure fair competition, meet
external costs, set standards for quality and service, expand trade, increase production,
climinate waste, and assist in standardization. Authorities may maintain for common use
services for research and communcation; but membership shall be open to all eligible
enterprises. Nonmembers shall be required to maintain the same standards at those
prescribed for members.
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SECTION 5. Authorities shall have governing committees of five, two being appointed by
the Regulator to represent the public. they shall serve as he may determine; they shall be
compensated; and he shall take care that there be no conflicts of interest. The Board may
approve or prescribe rules for the distribution of profits to stockholders, allowable amounts
of working capital, and reserves. Costing and all other practices affecting the public interest
shall be monitored.

All codes shall be subject to review by the Regulator with his Board.
SECTION 6. Member enterprises of an Authority shall be exempt from other regulation.

SECTION 7. The Regulator, with his Board, shall fix standards and procedures for mergers
of enterprises or the acquisition of some by others; and these shall be in effect unless
rejected by the Court of Administrative Settlements. The purpose shall be to encourage
adaptation to change and to further approved intentions for the nation.

SECTION 8. The charters of enterprises may be revoked and Authorities may be dissolved
by the Regulator, with the concurrence of the Board, if they restrict the production of goods
and services, or controls of their prices; also if external costs are not assessed to their
originators or if the ecological impacts of their operations are deleterious.

SECTION 9. Operations extending abroad shall conform to policies notified to the
Regulator by the President; and he shall restrict or control such activities as appear to injure
the national interest.

SECTION 10. The Regulator shall make rules for and shall supervise marketplaces for
goods and services; but this shall not include security exchanges regulated by the Chancellor
of Financial Affairs.

SECTION 11. Designation of enterprises affected with a public interest, rules for conduct
of enterprises and of their Authorities, and other actions of the Regulator or of the Board
may be appealed to the Court of Administrative Settlements, whose judgments shall be
informed by the intention to establish fairness to consumer and competitors and stability in
economic affairs.

SECTION 12. Responsible also to the Regulator, there shall be an Operations Commission
appointed by the Regulator, unless the Senate object, for the supervision of enterprises
owned in whole or in part by government. The commission shall choose its chairman, and
he shall be the executive head of a supervisory staff. He may require reports, conduct
investigations, and make rules and recommendations concerning surpluses or deficits, the
absorption of external costs, standards of service, and rates or oprices charged for services
or goods.

Each enterprise shall have a director, chosen and removable by the Commission; and he
shall conduct its affairs in accordance with standards fixed by the Commission.

ARTICLE VIII
The Judicial Branch

SECTION 1. There shall be a Principal Justice of the Newstates of America; a Judicial
Council; and a Judicial Assembly. There shall also be a Supreme Court and a High Court of
Appeals; also Courts of Claims, Rights and Duties, Administrative Review, Arbitration
Settlements, Tax Appeals, and Appeals from Watchkeeper's F indings. There shall be Circuit
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Courts to be of first resort in suits brought under national law; and they shall hear appeals
from courts of the Newstates.

Other courts may be established by law on recommendation of the Principal Justice with the
Judicial Council.

SECTION 2. The Principal Justice shall preside over the judicial system, shall appoint the
members of all national courts, and, unless the Judicial Council object, shall make its rules;
also, through an Administrator, supervise its operations.

SECTION 3. The Judicial Assembly shall consist of Circuit Court Judges, together with
those of the High Courts of the Newstates of America and those of the highest courts of the
Newstates. It shall meet annually, or at the call of the Principal Justice, to consider the state
of the Judiciary and such other matters as may be laid before it.

It shall also meet at the call of the Convener to nominate three candidates for the
Principal Justiceship whenever a vacancy shall occur. From these nominees the Senate shall
choose the one having the most votes.

SECTION 4. The Principal Justice, unless the Senate object to any, shall appoint a Judicial
Council of five members to serve during his incumbency. He shall designate a senior
member who shall preside in his absence.

It shall be the duty of the Council, under the direction of the Principal Justice, to study
the courts in operation, to prepare codes of ethics to be observed by members, and to
suggest changes in procedure. The Council may ask the advice of the Judicial Assembly.

Tt shall also be a duty of the Council, as hereinafter provided, to suggest constitutional
amendments when they appear to be necessary; and it shall also draft revisions if they shall
be required. Further, it shall examine, and from time to time cause to be revised, civil and
criminal codes; these, when approved by the Judicial Assembly, shall be in effect throughout
the nation.

SECTION 5. The Principal Justice shall have a term of eleven years; but if at any time the
incumbent resign to be disabled from continuing in office, as may be determined by the
Senate, replacement shall be by the senior member of the Judicial Council until a new
selection be made. After six years the Assembly may provide, by a two-thirds vote, for
discontinuance in office, and a successor shall then be chosen.

SECTION 6. The Principal Justice may suspend members of any court for incapacity or
violation of rules; and the separation shall be final if a majority of the Council agree.

For each court the Principal Justice shall, from time to time, appoint a member sho shall
preside.

SECTION 7. A presiding judge may decide, with the concurrence of the senior judge, that
there may be pretrial proceedings, that criminal trials shall be conducted by either
investigatory or adversary proceedings, and whether there shall be a jury and what the
number of jurors shall be; but investigatory proceedings shall require a bench of three.

SECTION 8. In deciding on the concordance of statutes with the Constitution, the Supreme
Court shall return to the House of Representatives such as it cannot construe. If the House
fail to make return within ninety days the Court may interpret.

SECTION 9. The Principal Justice, or the President, may grant pardons or reprieves.
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SECTION 10. The High Courts shall have thirteen members; but nine members, chosen by
their senior justices from time to time, shall constitute a court. The justices on leave shall be
subject to recall.

Other courts shall have nine members; but seven, chosen by their seniors, shall constitute
a court.

All shall be in continuous session except for recesses approved by the Principal Justice.

SECTION 11. The Principal Justice, with the Council, may advise the Senate, when
requested, concerning the appropriateness of measures approved by the House of
Representatives; and may also advise the President, when requested, on matters he may
refer for consultation.

SECTION 12. It shall be for other branches to accept and to enforce judicial decrees.

SECTION 13. The High Court of Appeals may select applications for further consideration
by the Supreme Court, of decisions reached by other courts, including those of the
Newstates. If it agree that there be a constitutional issue it may make preliminary judgment
to be reviewed without hearing, and finally, by the Supreme Court.

SECTION 14. The Supreme Court may decide:

a. Whether, in litigation coming to it on appeal, constitutional provisions have been
violated or standards have not been met.

b. On the application of constitutional provisions to suits involving the Newstates.

c¢. Whether international law, as recognized in treaties, United Nations agreements, or
arranagements with other nations, has been ignored or violated.

d. Other causes involving the interpretation of constitutional provisions; except that in
holding any branch to have exceeded its powers the decision shall be suspended until the
Judicial Council shall have determined whether, in order to avoid confrontation, procedures
for amendment of the Constitution are appropriate.

If amendatory proceedings are instituted, decision shall await the outcome.

SECTION 15. The Courts of the Newstates shall have initial jurisdiction in cases arising
under their laws except those mnvolving the Newstate itself or those reserved for national
courts by a rule of the Principal Justice with the Judicial Council.

ARTICLE IX
General Provisions

SECTION 1. Qualifications for participation in democratic procedures as a citizen, and
eligibility for office, shall be subject to repeated study and redefinition; but any change in
qualification or eligibility shall become effective only if not disapproved by the Congress.

For this purpose a permanent Citizenship and Qualifications Commission shall be
constituted, four members to be appointed by the President, three by the Convener of the
Senate, three by the Speaker of the House, and three by the Principal Justice. Vacancies shall
be filled as they occur. The members shall choose a chairman; they shall have suitable
assistants and accommodations; and they may have other occupations. Recommendations of
the commission shall be presented to the President and shall be transmitted to the House of
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Representatives with comments. They shall have a preferred place on the calendar and, if
approved, shall be in effect.

SECTION 2. Areas necessary for the uses of government may be acquired at its valuation
and may be maintained as the public interest may require. Such areas shall have self-
government in matters of local concemn.

SECTION 3. The President may negotiate for the acquisition of areas outside the
Newstates of America, and, if the Senate approve, may provide for their organization as
Possessions or Territories.

SECTION 4. The President may make agreements with other organized peoples for a
relation other than full membership in the Newstates of America. They may become citizens
and may participate in the selection of officials. They may receive assistance for their
development or from the National Sharing Fund if they conform to its requirements; and
they may serve in civilian or military services, but only as volunteers. They shall be
represented in the House of Representatives by members elected at large, their number
proportional to their constituencies; but each shall have at least one; and each shall in the
same way choose one permanent member of the Senate.

SECTION 5. The President, the Vice-Presidents, and members of the legislative houses
shall in all cases except treason, felony, and breach of the peace by exempt from penalty for
anything they may say while pursuing public duties; but the Judicial Council may make
restraining rules.

SECTION 6. Except as otherwise provided by this Constitution, each legislative house
shall establish its requirements for membership and may make rules for the conduct of
members, including conflicts of interest, providing its own disciplines for their infraction.

SECTION 7. No Newstate shall interfere with officials of the Newstates of America in the
performance of their duties, and all shall give full faith and credit to the Acts of other
Newstates and of the Newstates of America.

SECTION 8. Public funds shall be expended only as authorized in this Constitution.
ARTICLE X
Governmental Arranagements

SECTION 1. Officers of the Newstates of America shall be those named in this
Constitution, including those of the legislative houses and others authorized by law to be
appointed; they shall be compensated, and none may have other paid occupation unless they
be excepted by law; none shall occupy more than one position in government; and no gift or
favor shall be accepted if in any way related to official duty.

No income from former employments or associations shall continue for their benefits;
but their properties may be put in trust and managed without their intervention during
continuance in office. Hardships under this rule may be considered by the Court of Rights
and Duties, and exceptions may be made with due regard to the general intention.

SECTION 2. The President, the Vice-Presidents, and the Principal Justice shall have
households appropriate to their duties. The President, the Vice-President, the Principal
Justice, the Chairman of the Planning Board, the Regulator, the Watchkeeper, and the
Overseer shall have salaries fixed by law and continued for life; but if they become
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members of the Senate, they shall have senatorial compensation and shall conform to
senatorial requirements,

Justices of the High Courts shall have no term; and their salaries shall be two-thirds that
of the Principal Justice; they, and members of the Judicial Council, unless they shall have
become Senators, shall be permanent members of the Judiciary and shall be available for
assignment by the Principal Justice.

Salaries for members of the Senate shall be the same as for Justices of the High Court of
Appeals.

SECTION 3. Unless otherwise provided herein, officials designated by the head of a
branch as sharers in policymaking may be appointed by him with the President's
concurrence and unless the Senate shall object.

SECTION 4. There shall be administrators:
a. for executive offices and official households, appointed by authority of the President;
b. for the national courts, appointed by the Principal Justice;

c. for the Legislative Branch, selected by a committee of members from each house
(chosen by the Convener and the Speaker), three from the House of Representatives and
four from the Senate.

Appropriations shall be made to them; but those for the Presidency shall not be
reduced during his term unless with his consent; and those for the Judicial Branch shall not
be reduced during five years succeeding their determination, unless with the consent of the
Principal Justice.

SECTION 5. The fiscal year shall be the same as the calendar year, with new
appropriations available at its beginning.

SECTION 6. There shall be an Officials' Protective Service to guard the President, the
Vice-Presidents, the Principal Justice, and other officials whose safety may be at hazard; and
there shall be a Protector appointed by and responsible to a standing committee of the
Senate. Protected officials shall be guided by procedures approved by the committee.

The service, at the request of the Political Overseer, may extend its protection to
candidates for office; or to other officials, if the committee so decide.

SECTION 7. A suitable contingency fund shall be made available to the President for
purposes defined by law.

SECTION 8. The Senate shall try officers of government other than legislators when such
officers are impeached by a two-third vote of the House of Representatives for conduct
prejudicial to the public interest. If Presidents or Vice-Presidents are to be tried, the Senate,
as constituted, shall conduct the trial. Judgments shall not extend beyond removal from
office and disqualification for holding further office; but the convicted official shall be liable
to further prosecution.

SECTION 9. Members of legislative houses may be impeached by the Judicial Council;
but for trials it shall be enlarged to seventeen by Justices of the High Courts appointed by
the Principal Justice. If convicted, members shall be expelled and be ineligible for future
public office; and they shall also be liable for trial as citizens.
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ARTICLE XI
Amendment

SECTION 1. It being the special duty of the Judicial Council to formulate and suggest
amendments to this Constitution, it shall, from time to time, make proposals, through the
Principal Justice, to the Senate. The Senate, if it approve, and if the President agree, shall
instruct the Overseer to arrange at the next national election for submission of the
amendment to the electorate. If not disapproved by a majority, it shall become part of this
Constitution. If rejected, it may be restudied and a new proposal submitted.

Tt shall be the purpose of the amending procedure to correct deficiencies in the
Constitution, to extend it when new responsibilities require, and to make government
responsible to needs of the people, making use of advances in managerial competence and
establishing security and stability; also to preclude changes in the Constitution resulting
from interpretation.

SECTION 2. When this Constitution shall have been in effect for twenty-five years the
Overseer shall ask, by referendum, whether a new Constitution shall be prepared. If a
majority so decide, the Council, making use of such advice as may be available, and
consulting those who have made complaint, shall prepare a new draft for submission at the
next election. If not disapproved by a majority it shall be in effect. If disapproved it shall be
redrafted and resubmitted with such changes as may be then appropriate to the
circumstances, and it shall be submitted to the voters at the following election.

If not disapproved by a majority it shall be in effect. If disapproved it shall be restudied
and resubmitted.

ARTICLE XII
Transition

SECTION 1. The President is authorized to assume such powers, make such appointments,
and use such funds as are necessary to make this Constitution effective as soon as possible
after acceptance by a referendum he may initiate.

SECTION 2. Such members of the Senate as may be at once available shall convene and,
if at least half, shall constitute sufficient membership while others are being added. They
shall appoint an Overseer to arrange for electoral organization and elections for the offices
of government; but the President and Vice-Presidents shall serve out their terms and then
become members of the Senate. At that time the presidency shall be constituted as provided
in this Constitution.

SECTION 3. Until each indicated change in the government shall have been completed the
provisions of the existing Constitution and the organs of government shall be in effect.

SECTION 4. All operations of the national government shall cease as they are replaced by
those authorized under this Constitution.

The President shall determine when replacement is complete.
The President shall cause to be constituted an appropriate commission to designate
existing laws inconsistent with this Constitution, and they shall be void; also the

commission shall assist the President and the legislative houses in the formulating of such
laws as may be consistent with the Constitution and necessary to its implementation.
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SECTION 5. For establishing Newstates boundaries a commission of thirteen, appointed
by the President, shall make recommendations within one year. For this purpose the
members may take advice and commission studies concerning resources, population,
transportation, communication, economic and social arranagements, and such other
conditions as may be significant. The President shall transmit the commission's report to the
Senate. After entertaining, if convenient, petitions for revision, the Senate shall report
whether the recommendations are satisfactory but the President shall decide whether they
shall be accepted or shall be returned for revision.

Existing states shall not be divided unless metropolitan areas extending over more than
one state are to be included in one Newstate, or unless other compelling circumstances exist;
and each Newstate shall possess harmonious regional characteristics.

The Commission shall continue while the Newstates make adjustments among
themselves and shall have jurisdiction in disputes arising among them.

SECTION 6. Constitution of the Newstates shall be established as arranged by the Judicial
Council and the Principal Justice.

These procedures shall be as follows: Constitutions shall be drafted by the highest courts
of the Newstates. There shall then be a convention of one hundred delegates chosen in
special elections in a procedure approved by the Overseer. If the Constitution be not rejected
it shall be in effect and the government shall be constituted. If it be rejected, the Principal
Justice, advised by the Judicial Council, shall promulgate a Constitution and initiate
revisions to be submitted for approval at a time he shall appoint. If it again be rejected he
shall promulgate another, taking account of objections, and it shall be in effect. A
Constitution, once in effect, shall be valid for twenty-five years as herein provided.

SECTION 7. Until Governors and legislatures of the Newstates are seated, their
governments shall continue, except that the President may appoint temporary Governors to
act as executives until suceeded by those regularly elected. These Governors shall succeed
to the executive functions of the states as they become one of the Newstates of America.

SECTION 8. The indicated appointments, elections, and other arrangements shall be made
with all deliberate speed.

SECTIONN 9. The first Judicial Assembly for selecting a register of candidates for the
Principal Justiceship of the Newstates of America shall be called by the incumbent Chjef
Justice immediately upon ratification.

SECTION 10. Newstates electing by referendum not to comply with recommendations of
the Boundary Commission, as approved by the Senate, shall have deducted from taxes
collected by the Newstates of America for transmission to them a percentage equal to the
loss in efficiency from failure to comply.

Estimates shall be made by the Chancellor of Financial Affairs and approved by the
President; but the deduction shall not be less than 7 percent.

SECTION 11. When this Constitution has been implemented the President may delete by
proclamation appropriate parts of this article.
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Oath of office

The U. S. Constitution: Article VI: “ The Senator and Representatives
before mentioned, and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and all
executive and judicial Officers of the United States and of the several States shall
be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution;...”

The Presidential oath - Article ll, Section 1: “/ do solemnly swear (or
affirm) that | will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, .
and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of
the United States.”

The Congressional oath: “/ do solemnly swear (or affirm) that | will support
and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and
domestic; that | will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that | take this
obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that |
will faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which | am about to enter; so
help me God.” |

North Dakota Constitution:

Article XI. Section 4. “Members of the legislative assembly and the
executive and judicial branches, except such inferior officers as may be by law
exempted, before they enter on the duties of their respective offices, shall take
and subscribe the following oath or affirmation”: “I do solemnly swear (or affirm
as the case may be) that | will support the Constitution of the United States and
the Constitution of the State of North Dakota,; and that | will faithfully discharge
the duties of the Office of according to the best of my ability, so help
me God.”

US Military Oath of allegiance:

“I do solemnly swear that | will support and defend the Constitution of the
United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that | will bear true faith
and allegiance to the same; and that | will obey the orders of the President of the
United States and the orders of the officers appointed over me, according to
regulations and the uniform code of military justice, so help me God.”



The United Nations Oath:

The oath which commanding officers of UN deployments take:

“I solemnly affirm to exercise in all loyalty, discretion and conscience
the functions entrusted to me as a member of the international service of
the United Nations, to discharge those functions and regulate my conduct
with the interest of the United Nations only in view and not to seek or
accept instructions in respect to the performance of my duties from any
government or other authority external to the organization.”



