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23.0680.01002
Sixty-eighth
Legislative Assembly SENATE BILL NO. 2142
of North Dakota
Introduced by
Senators Mathern, K. Roers, Sorvaag

Representatives Ista, Meier, Mitskog

A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new section to chapter 54-60 of the North Dakota
Century Code, relating to the creation of an-offiee-ef-health-eare-immigrationa division of
immigration assistance; to amend and reenact section 54-60-02 of the North Dakota Century
Cade, relating to divisions of the department of commerce; to provide an appropriation; and to

provide for a report.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 54-60 of the North Dakota Century Code is created

and enacted as follows:
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Sixty-eighth
Legislative Assembly

Division of immigration assistance

There is created a division of immigration assistance in the department of commerce. The
division of immigration assistance shall assist:

ividuals residing in North Dakota that recently immigrated to the state and
individuals considering immigrating to the state for work or education related
purposes; and

- 2. N_oﬂh Dakota buginesses attempting to attract and [etg_in immigrant workers.
' SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section-54-60-02 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as:follows:

'54-60-02. Department of commerce -~ Divisions.
The North Dakota department of commerce is created.
1. The-department must consist of:

a. Adivision of community services;
b. Adivision of economic.development and finance;
¢. Adivision oftourism,;
d. Adivision of workforce development;
e. _ Adivision of immigration assistance; and

e:f. Anydivision oroffice the-commissioner-determines necessary to-carry out'this.

chapter.
2. The.commissioner shall appoint the director of each division ofthe department. Each -

director appointed by '=th'e==.ca'mmis_si.on'er'fsemes-_.a't;the-:pleasune:-af-"-th'e-cammissiamer
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and-is:entitled to receive a:salary set by the commissioner within the limits of
legislative appropriations. _ |
SECTION 3. APPROPRIATION - DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE - OFFICE-OF-HEALTH-
GAREIMMIGRAHONDIVISION OF IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE OPERATIONS -
FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT POSITIONS—RERPORTTO-SD-NINTH-LEGISLATIVE-

I&. There is appropriated out of any moneys in the general
fund in the state treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $5636;267-er-se-much-of-the-
state-treasury-net-otherwise-appropriatedthe-sum-0£-$636,257$2.036.54 1, or so much of the

sum as may be necessary, to the department of commerce, of which $1.036.541 is for the
purpose of providing salaries and benefits for effiee-ef-health-eare-immigrationdivision of

immigration assistance staff and $1.000,000 is for the purpose of contracting with a thlrg-paﬂy

Act, for the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025. The department of
commerce is authorized five full-time equivalent positions to administer the effiee-ef-health-care-
iamiaraiisn ol " : T ke B tone—T]
department-of-eemmeree-shall-repert-to-the-sidy-ninth-legislative-assembly-regarding-the-
number-ef-health-care-immigrants-and-health-care-facilities-assisted-through-the-offise-of-health-
f&ndﬂrktkns—seehems—eeﬁﬁdered—a—eﬁe-ﬁme-ﬁméﬁg—&em ivision of immigration assistance.
SECTION 4. APPROPRIATION - DEPARTMENT -OF COMMERCE - IMMIGRATION
::ASS_IS,TANCEGRANTPROGRAM ~MATCHING FUNDS REQUIREMENT -REPORT TO
:_S'IXTI'Y--NIN'I'_H: LEGISLATIVE-‘ASSEMBLY.’ There is.appropziatédrout- of:any:moneys in the
benérai'fund in the state treasury, not-otherwise appropriated, the sum of $5,000,000, or so
huch- of the.sum as may be necessary, to the department of commerce forthe purpose of:
providing-grants“to North Dakota businesses to. attract and retain immigrant workers; for the
biennium beginning July 1, 2023, -and ending June-30, 2025. The department of'com_merce-may:
spend the funds appropriated in this section only to the extent the organization has secured
matching funds from nonstate sources.on a-dollar-for-dollar basis. The depattment -:ofﬁcornmerce’

shall-report to thé::sixty-ninth legislative-assembly regarding-the number of North: Dakota
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businesses assisted and number of workers added as a resultof grants provided by the division:
of immigrant assistance during the 2023-25 biennium.
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23.0680.01004 Adopted by the Industry and Business
Title.02000 Committee
February 1, 2023

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2142
Page 1, line 2, remove "health care"
Page 1, line 7, remove "health care "
Page 1, line 8, remove "health care"
Page 1, line 9, remove "health care"
Page 1, line 11, remove "health care"
Page 1, line 11, remove "in health care"
Page 1, line 12, remove "facilities"

Page 1, line 13, remove "working in a health care facility"
Page 1, line 16, replace "health care facilities" with "employers"

Page 1, line 19, remove "health care immigrated and other"
Page 1, line 22, remove "health care"

Page 1, line 23, remove "in"

Page 1, line 24, remove "health care facilities"

Page 2, line 3, remove "health care"

Page 2, line 4, remove "health care"

Page 2, line 4, remove "health care"

Page 2, line 6, remove "health care"

Page 2, line 9, remove "HEALTH CARE "

Page 2, line 11, replace "$536,257" with "$242,500"
Page 2, line 13, replace "$536,257" with "$242,500"
Page 2, line 15, remove "health care"

Page 2, line 186, replace "five" with "one"

Page 2, line 17, replace "positions" with "position"
Page 2, line 17, remove "health care"

Page 2, line 17, remove ", including one attorney, one"
Page 2, line 18, remove "administrative assistant, and three nurse positions"
Page 2, line 19, remove "health care"

Page 2, line 19, remove the second "health"

Page 2, line 20, replace "care facilities" with "employers"
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Page 2, line 20, remove "health care"
Page 2, line 21, replace "$536,257" with “$242,500"

Page 2, after line 22, insert:

"SECTION 3. LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT STUDY - IMMIGRATION -
BUDGET SECTION REPORT - REPORT TO SIXTY-NINTH LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY. During the 2023-2024 interim, the legislative management shall study the
immigration needs in the state. The study must include input from the department of
commerce regarding the implementation of the office of immigration, the number of
immigrants assisted, efficiencies gained in helping immigrant individuals with the
immigration process, collaborative efforts with businesses, the status of the immigration
communication system, the status of developing a fee system to defray the
administrative costs of the office, and other immigration needs in the state. The study
must be completed by July 1, 2024. The interim committee assigned the responsibility
for this study shall provide a recommendation regarding the current and future
immigration needs of the state and the role of the office of immigration to the budget
section. The legislative management shall report its findings and recommendations,
together with any legislation required to implement the recommendations, to the
sixty-ninth legislative assembly."

Renumber accordingly
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