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25.0988.02003 Adopted by the House Energy and

Title.03000 Natural Resources Committee
April 11, 2025

Sixty-ninth

Legislative Assembly

of North Dakota PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO

FIRST ENGROSSMENT

ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2267
Introduced by

Senators Myrdal, Klein, Magrum

Representatives K. Anderson, Koppelman

A BILL for an Act to create and enact three-new-sectionsto-chapter43-48a new chapter to

title 23.1 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to onsite wastewater treatment systems; to
amend and reenact seetion-43-18-24sections 23-35-02 and 23-35-08 of the North Dakota

Century Code, relating to ensite-wastewater-treatment-systemvielationsthe powers and duties
of the boards of health and public health units; to repeal sections 23-35-02.2 and 23-35-02.3 of

the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the onsite wastewater recycling technical

committee; to provide for a legislative management report; and-to provide a penalty; and to

provide an appropriation.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:
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SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 23-35-02 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

23-35-02. Public health units - Core functions.

1. All land in the state must be in a public health unit.

2. At a minimum, a public health unit shall provide the following core functions:

a.

Communicable disease control, which must include:

(1)

(2)

©)

Conducting of disease surveillance for the purpose of preventing and
controlling communicable disease, with assistance from the department.
Assurance of the availability of community-based programs to provide
communicable disease prevention and control services.

Recognition, identification, and response to a communicable disease event,

in collaboration with the department.

Chronic disease and injury prevention, which must include conducting programs

to reduce the burden of chronic disease and injury through policy, system, and

environmental change approach; prevention screening; and education.

Environmental public health, which must include:

(1)

(2)

(3)

Prevention of environmental hazards by the provision of information and
education to facility operators and managers and to community members.
Assurance of the availability of environmental health services to prevent and
respond to community and residential environmental hazards.

Permitting and inspections of onsite wastewater treatment systems in

accordance with section 3 of this Act. A public health unit shall conduct a

required in-person or virtual inspection of an onsite wastewater system

within one business day of receiving the request for the inspection. A public

health unit may enter a cooperative agreement with a county or city for the

permitting and inspection of onsite wastewater treatment systems within the

boundaries of the county or city. A cooperative agreement may be

terminated as provided in the agreement, by joint action of all parties, or by
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an individual party no less than one vear after providing written notice to the

other party.

d. Maternal, child, and family health, which must include:

(1) Assessment and monitoring of maternal and child health status to identify
and address problems.

(2) Implementation of programs to promote the health of women, children, and
youth, and their families, through policy, system, and environmental change
approaches; prevention screenings; and education.

e. Access to clinical care, which must include:

(1) Collaboration with health care system partners to foster access to clinical
care.

(2) Facilitation of linkages and referrals for appropriate clinical care, services,

and resources.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 23-35-08 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

23-35-08. Boards of health - Powers and duties.

Except when in conflict with a local ordinance or a civil service rule within a board of

health's jurisdiction, or a tribal code, ordinance, or policy, each board of health:

1.
2.
3.

Shall keep records and make reports required by the department.

Shall prepare and submit a public health unit budget.

Shall audit, allow, and certify for payment expenses incurred by a board of health in
carrying into effect this chapter.

May accept and expend any gift, grant, donation, or other contribution offered to aid in
the work of the board of health or public health unit.

May make rules regarding any nuisance, source of filth, and any cause of sickness

which are necessary for public health and safety, except rules regarding the licensing

of onsite wastewater treatment system installers.

May establish by rule a schedule of reasonable fees that may be charged for services
rendered. Services may not be withheld due to an inability to pay any fees established

under this subsection. If a tribal board of health establishes fees for services rendered,
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10.
11.

12.

13.

15.
16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

the fees may not exceed the highest corresponding fee of any of the public health
units that border the tribal public health unit.

May make rules in a health district or county public health department, as the case
may be, and in the case of a city public health department may recommend to the
city's governing body ordinances for the protection of public health and safety.

May adopt confinement, decontamination, and sanitary measures in compliance with
chapter 23-07.6 which are necessary when an infectious or contagious disease exists.
May make and enforce an order in a local matter if an emergency exists.

May inquire into any nuisance, source of filth, or cause of sickness.

Except in the case of an emergency, may conduct a search or seize material located
on private property to ascertain the condition of the property as the condition relates to
public health and safety as authorized by an administrative search warrant issued
under chapter 29-29.1.

May abate or remove any nuisance, source of filth, or cause of sickness when
necessary to protect the public health and safety.

May supervise any matter relating to preservation of life and health of individuals,
including the supervision of any water supply and sewage system.

May isolate, kill, or remove any animal affected with a contagious or infectious disease
if the animal poses a material risk to human health and safety.

Shall appoint a local health officer.

May employ any person necessary to effectuate board rules and this chapter.

If a public health unit is served by a part-time local health officer, the board of health
may appoint an executive director. An executive director is subject to removal for
cause by the board of health. The board of health may assign to the executive director
the duties of the local health officer, and the executive director shall perform these
duties under the direction of the local health officer.

May contract with any person to provide the services necessary to carry out the
purposes of the board of health.

Shall designate the location of a local health officer's office and shall furnish the office
with necessary equipment.

May provide for personnel the board of health considers necessary.
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SECTION 4. REPEAL. Sections 23-35-02.2 and 23-35-02.3 of the North Dakota Century

Code are repealed.
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