SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 54-12-08 of the North Dakota
Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

¥

After consultation with the head of the state depariment or institution or with the state
board, commission, committee, or agency affected, the attorney generat may appoint
assistant or special assistant attorneys general to represent the state board,
commission, committee, or agency. A state officer, head of any siate department,
whether elected or appointed, or state depariment, board, commission, committee, or
agency may not employ legal counsel, and no person may act as legal counsel in any
matter, action, or proceeding in which the stafe or any state department, board,
commission, committee, or agency is interested or is a party, except upon written
appointment by the attorney general. Workforce safety and insurance, the department
of transportation, the state tax commissioner, the public service commission, the
insurance commissioner, the agriculture commissioner, the depariment of water
resources, and the securities commissioner may employ attorneys to represent them.
These entities shall pay the salaries and expenses of the attorneys they employ within:
the limits of legisiative apprepriations. The attorneys that represent these entitiss must
be special assistant attorneys general appointed by the attorney general pursuant to
this section. Absent good cause, the attorney general shall appoint as special
assistant attorneys general licensed attorneys selected by these entities. The attarney
general may revoke the appointment only for good cause or upon the reguest of the
entity. Good cause means an inadequate level of experience, competence, or ethical
standards.



