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Goals of Improved Process  
 Goal 1: The enforcement process will address concerns

brought to the Commission through education first.

Goal 2:   The enforcement process will reduce red tape.

Goal 3: The enforcement process will bolster due process by
allowing more opportunities for a respondent to interact with
the five commissioners and defend him or herself publicly.

Goal 4:  The enforcement process will address ethics concerns
in an efficient way and use taxpayer resources responsibly. 



Problems with Current Process
  
 

Problem 1:   Confidentiality Issues

Problem 2:   Complainant Driven

Problem 3:   Political Exploitation of Commission’s Work

Problem 4:   Inefficiencies Prolong Complaint Process 



STEP 1: INITIAL REVIEW



STEP 2: INFORMAL RESOLUTION



STEP 3: INVESTIGATION



Article XIV, § 3(2)



Ensures relevant information remains confidential until a
final commission order and, if the respondent chooses,
appeal.
Allows a respondent to discuss the enforcement action.
Allows an individual to discuss relevant information he or
she submits to the Commission.
Allows the Commission to disclose confidential information
to the relevant civil and/or criminal enforcement authority.
Addresses First Amendment concerns of the Commission

Revision Related to 
Confidential Information



PROPOSED 
ENFORCEMENT PROCESS



Complaint Resolutions:
North Dakota Ethics Commission

Note: This table categorizes resolution by the year in which the complaint was filed and does not
necessarily reflect the year in which the resolution occurred.



Complaint Resolutions:
Texas Ethics Commission



ethicscommission@nd.gov
or

701.328.5325


