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Good Afternoon Chairman Ruby and Members of the House Human Services Committee,
For the record, my name is Dawson Holle, and I have the honor of representing the great people
of District 31. Today, I come before you to introduce HB1205.

I want to start by painting two very different pictures for you.

In the first story, a maintenance worker hears a faint cry coming from behind a gas station
dumpster. When he investigates, he finds a newborn baby—abandoned, cold, and wrapped in
nothing but a towel. Thankfully, that baby survived. But the reality is, not all stories like this
have happy endings. Across the country, too many infants are abandoned in unsafe, life-
threatening conditions because their parents feel they have no other choice.

Now imagine another story. A mother, overwhelmed by fear and hopelessness, finds a Safe
Haven Baby Box. She gently places her baby inside the climate-controlled, secure box. As soon
as the door closes, first responders are alerted, and within minutes, her child is being cared for
by medical professionals. This time, the mother walks away knowing she made the best choice
to protect her baby.

This second story isn’t just a hypothetical—it’s a reality in states like Indiana, Ohio, and
Arkansas. Safe Haven Baby Boxes have already saved dozens of lives. These are real children
who are now growing up in loving families, given a second chance at life because their parents
had access to a safe, compassionate option during a moment of crisis.

Here in North Dakota, we pride ourselves on being a state that values life, family, and
community. Supporting this legislation isn’t just about saving lives—it’s about aligning with
the principles we hold dear. It’s about showing parents in crisis that they are not alone, and that
there is hope.

HB1205 allows a mother to surrender her baby, under 60 days old, to a Safe Haven Baby Box.
Each box costs about $15,000, with an annual program fee of $500. As you can see, I have an
appropriation request of $50,000, which would cover approximately 3 or 4 boxes.
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How a Safe Haven Baby Box Works? Watch the video below

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4flui02-Bkc&t=34s




ABOUT THE BABY BOX
What does the installation of a baby box in a building require?

Installing a Baby Box is as simple as installing a window in a building. It is very rare that a
permit or additional alterations are needed on a building for installation. The Baby Box simply
slides into the wall, insulation is added around the outside of the Baby Box, and it is sealed on
both sides. The electronics in the Baby Box can be connected to a building’s existing alarm
system or will be set up with alarm monitoring with a 3rd party vendor.

How is the Baby Box safe in locations where there are extreme temperatures?

There is a heating and cooling unit inside the baby box to work with the interior of the building
to ensure the proper temperature is constant.

Are there security cameras to ensure the safety of emergency personnel?

The only requirement for the Safe Haven Baby Box program is to not have a camera directly
on the baby box. Cameras are allowed in all other areas around the building. To date, no
location has had an issue with this requirement, nor has any location declined the Safe Haven
Baby Boxes program because of it.

What happens if something fails on the Baby Box?

Weekly testing and daily visual checks ensure the Baby Box is functioning properly. Should
any issues arise, the Safe Haven Baby Box policy is to have a representative at the location
hang a sign (provided) that the baby box is not in service and the door will be locked. Safe
Haven Baby Boxes will immediately notify the hotline counselor(s) and update the website
and other social media sites to show the location is temporarily not in service. The average
time a Baby Box is out of service is about 5 business days.

What happens if the Baby Box Alarm fails?

The Baby Box is set up with 3 alarms that are each triggered by an action and not dependent
upon an initial alarm. Daily visual checks and weekly alarm tests ensure the function of a
Baby Box. If a Baby Box loses power, the device initiates a 911 call. There is also a battery
backup built in in case a location does not have a generator.

Has a baby box ever been improperly used?

Not a single Baby Box has had damage or been vandalized in the past 4 years of being in
service. Occasionally a curious person has opened the box without reading the sign about the
alarm, but this is very rare. In December 2019, a crate of kittens was placed in a Baby Box.
While this is an instance of improper use, it did serve as an opportunity to further educate the
community and surrounding areas about the availability of the Baby Box and the Safe Haven
law.



1. Have the Safe Haven Baby Boxes been tested?

The Safe Haven Baby Box is tested. At every stage of design, development and deployment, the
Box undergoes stringent testing. While there are no standards that exist, the Safe Haven Baby Box
organization is developing standards by adopting the most stringent requirements.

The ultimate test came on November 7, 2017 at the CoolSpring Fire Department. A courageous
mother anonymously surrendered Baby Hope in the Safe Haven Baby Box located in Michigan City,
IN. After the notification system notified the first responders flawlessly, she was safely received and
evaluated under the Safe Haven Baby Box Protocol for Surrender and the laws of Indiana. It is noted
the Box performed within the design parameters and the surrender is considered legal under the
Indiana Safe Haven law.

2. Why are the Safe Haven Boxes not regulated by the FDA or the CSPC?

It has been determined by the FDA that the Safe Haven Baby Box, like the baby drawers in Arizona,
is not a medical device and does not require FDA approval. The baby box and the baby drawer are
not available for sale to the public and do not require CSPC regulation.

3. Are the Safe Haven Baby Boxes and baby drawers UL listed and approved?

UL approval is not legally required and there is no legislation mandating certification by UL or any
other agency, public or private in the US. SHBB partners with a third party for performance testing to
ensure the baby boxes function properly.

4. Do baby boxes exist that are not from the Safe Haven Baby Boxes organization?

AT

medieval times. Modern versions appear in other countries, including Germany, Switzerland,
Pakistan, and Malaysia.

Arizona also has baby drawers and are available at designated hospitals. (For more information,
please see the back of this page.)

5. Is Safe Haven Baby Boxes the only organization that offers complete anonymity?

For individuals contacting our National Safe Haven Crisis Hotline, contact is confidential and
anonymous, should the caller wish. For individuals using our Safe Haven Baby Boxes, there are
no cameras, so the individual remains anonymous.

The Hotline and counselors are supervised by a Clinical Staff Psychologist with over 25 years of
crisis pregnancy hotline experience. We will not ask for a name. We do ask for location so we can
provide information on the laws that apply and resources that may be available. Our goal is to
provide the mothers-in-crisis with the resources that allow themselves to stabilize their situation and
have time to make a decision that is in the best interest of themselves and their child.



