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Sixty-ninth

Legislative Assembly

of North Dakota PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO

SECOND ENGROSSMENT

REENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2029
Introduced by

Legislative Management

(Government Finance Committee)

A BILL for an Act to create and enact ehapter27-27-1-and-a new subsection to section
30.1-28-07_and chapter 54-68 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to an office of
guardianship and conservatorship and the removal of a guardian; to amend and reenact section
30.1-29-15 and subsection 1 of section 50-24.1-07 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating
to the removal of a conservator and the recovery of medical assistance expenses; to repeal
chapter 27-27 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the task force on guardianship
monitoring; to provide a penalty; to provide for a report; to provide an appropriation; and to

provide a continuing appropriation.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

——SEGHON-1-Chapter-27-27-1-of the-North-Daketa Gentury Gode-is-created-and-enacted-as-

follows:
——27-27.1-01. Befinitions.
——As-used-iR-this-ehapter:

ermitholder-to- i dardianship-of-conservatorship services as an agent ef the-

- -3 "identifiable-information" means-an-individual's-personal-details —including the-
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number-eleetronic mail address, program-identification-rumber—or any-other unique-

identifying rumber-charaeteristic-of code and- deme e
abeut-the individuak

ion-counsel™ means-the:

5. —"Licensed -conservator means-a-person licensed-by-the -office-to-provide-

——6——icensed-guardian-means-a-persen-licensed-by-the-effice-te -provide-guardianship-

—18—Publie-services" means- state-or-federally funded-programs-administered-by the-office-
available-te-eligible-individuals:
—H—"Unlicensed conservater-means a-

a conservator license:

- 27-27.4-02-Office-of guardianship and conservatorship - Purpose —Powers and-

——4—The office of guardianship-and-conservatorship-is-created-asa-division unrder the-

supreme-couft-to-administerthe-pregrams-assigned-by-state-taw-er-the-supreme-court:
—2—The-office-shalk:
—— a—Develop-policies-and-procedures-including-eligibility-eriteria_for:
—— {1 —Reeceiving-publie-services:
—A publie-guardian-ora-publie-conservator:
— 3y —Alieensed-guardian-ora-licensed-conservator-and
—F {4 —Distribution-of funding for direet-payments and-expense-feimbursements-for-

publie-serviees:
— b—Develop-ethical-standards-for:
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—— {1 —A licensed-guardian-or-a-licensed-conservator-and
—2Y—An-unlicensed-guardian-of-an-unlicensed-conservator:

—————¢e-—Develop-pelicies-and procedures for proceedings-when aguardian ofa-

————e—Provide a feport cach biennium to-the tegislative mana At-regarding-the-
operations-of the -office-including the cost of public-guardians-and-publie-

—a—Recommend-rules applicable to-alicensed-quardian-er-a licensed-conservator

——b—Grant-licenses-te-a-guardian-er-conservator-and ageney-permitsincluding-
~Of iRg-an =
——e—Regtire-insurance-of-bond-coverage-for a-licensed-guardian-of-alicensed-
conservater-as-a-condition-for-licensure:
———d-—FEstablish-mandatery-disclosure-and-reporing-requirements-fora-licenrsed-
guardian-or-a licensed-eonservator-ineluding aproeess-te-diselose-infermation-of-
submit-reports-to-the-effice:
— e —Provide-trainingfor-quardians-and-conservators:
—f —Monitor guardianship-and -conservatership-serviees:

—a-—Provide-annual freporis-to-the supreme-couft:
——h—Distribute-funding-for direct-payments-—expense-reimbursements -or-other-publie-

sepvicesincluding: ing-for lie-admini -

——+—FEstablish-and-celleet-fees-to-support-guardianship-and-conservatorship-services-
and-the-duties-of-the-office~which-must-be-depesited-in-the-guardianship-and-
conservatorship-suppeort-fund:

——Seek-and-apply-for-private -federal-or-other-funds-te-help-suppert-guardians-and-
conservators-and-to-safe

septices:
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- Je—Aeee tvate-funds-for- sit-in-the-guardianship and eonservatorshi Oft-

ioR—court-rule_of policy adopted-by the-office:

The-fund-consists-of-all moneys-transferred-to-the-fund-by-the legislative-assembly-interest-
upon-meneys-in-the fund fee-collections-donatiens—grants—and-other-contributions-received-for-
sit-the fund-All-moneys-in-the-fund-are

braneh-to- the -expenses-of the office for suppertin ardianship-ahd-consers i

— a—In-the-administration-ef -any- program-under-the-supervision-er-administration-of -
the-office-

—b—When-authorized-by-a-poliey-or-procedure-of the-effiee:
— e—When-allowed or reqdired-by-fule-ertaw:

——— a—Autherized-staff-and-agents-ef the-office-whe-may-further diselose-the-
information-to-a-persen-that-has-a-definite-interest-in-the-well-being-ef the-

individual-coneerned-is-in-a-positionto-serve-the-individual's-interests—and-that-
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needs-to-lcrow-the contents of the records-te-assure the well-being and interests-

of the-individual coneerned:
——b—~An-individual whe is the-subject-of the repoft; if the identity of the persen-

—4d. A court-when-the -court determines-the information-is-neeessary for-the

determination-of -an-issue -before-the court:

——4— A person-that discloses authorizes—er-kn

——34—A person-may not-serve-as-a guardian-or a-conservator for three-of-more-adult-

individuals-at-the-same-time-unless-that-persen-isalicensed-guardian-or-ali
conservatoror-has-an-ageney-permit

——2—A-public-guardian-era-publicconservatormay-not-provide services-to-a-minerunless-
autherized-by-a-proceeding-underseetion-30-1-28-03-3-

—3—Aperson-must-be-a-licensed-guardian-er-a-licensed-conservatorto-efferquardianship-
er-conservatorship-servicesto-the-publie:

——4—This-seetion-does-not-apply-te:

——a—~Afederal-orstate-ageney:

——b—Afinancialinstitution-under-seetion-6-08-1-81-when-appeinted-as-a-conservator:

——e—~AnR individual appeointed-as-a gqyardian-of conservator for-a family member:
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——b—~A-person-who violates-this-seetion-after August 12026 -is-quilty-of a-elass B-

fisdemeanor:
—27-27:1-06 Ammunity:

conservator's-misconduct-of tack-of professionalism-is-not-subieet to-eivil-Hiabiliby:

—27-27-1-07Jurisdiction—Waiver-of cotrt-costs—Applicability.
——4.—The supreme-court-has original-jurisdiction to-revoke-or suspend-a guardian-ora-

conservatordicense:
—2—The-supreme-court-must-establish-a-process-te-appeal-license-denials-and-beard-
erders:
—3—The-eourts-shallwaive-court-costsand-filing feesin-any-procceding-in-which-a-person-
isreeeiving-publie-services-under-this-chapter:

—4—A guardian-of-conservater-subjeet-to-the jurisdiction-of a-court-of this-state-shall-follew-

—27-27.4-88. Guardianship and conservatorship review board— Guardianship-and-

conservatorship-counsel —Guardianship-and-con

——4—The supreme-court-may-establish-a-guardianship-and-conserratorship-review-beard-to-
eonduct-diseiplinary-proceedings-for-a-quardian-or-conservator:

——2—Fhe supreme-court-may-establish-a-guardianship-and-conservatorship-counsel-to-
investigate-noncompliance reported-under-this-ehapter-The-direetor-of the-office-is-the-
hiring-a ity-for-the-investigation-coun

3. Thesupreme court rrust ereate a guardianship-and conservatorship-eperations-
commitiee to-supervise-the operations of the office-and tnvestigation-counselThe:

— a-Must-develop-and-submit-budgets forthe-effice-board;-and-investigation-counsek:
—b-is-the-hiring-authority-for-the-office-direetor:
—e:May-adeopt-pelicies-recommended-by-the-effiee-
—27-27:1-09-Supreme-court—Discretionary-powers:

—Ihe supreme-court-may:
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—41—Grant-immunity-to-a-member-of the-board-and-the-beard's-agents-if-a-distriet-court-oF

he-supreme-court-would-have-immunity-in-performing-the same-funections

—2—Establish-eonfidentiality-and-diselosure-standards-for diseiptinary proceedings:

—3—Authorize-officials -officers-agents—and-designees-of the-officethe -boardand the-
—a—Adrninister oaths:

- ———b—Order-and-otherwise provide-for the-inspection-of boolks-and records:
—e—Issue-subpeecnas for the-attendance-of withesses-and-the-production-of-

designated-decuments-electronically-stored-information-or-tangible-things-in-

aceordanee-with-the-North-Daketa-Rules-ef Givil-Proeedure:
—d—Orderthe deposition-of a-person-residing-within or-outside the state to-be taken-in-

accordanece-with-the-Nerth-Daketa-Rules-of Givil-Procedure:
——4—Adept-rules-to-effectuate-the-pewers-and-duties-under this-ehapter:

autheority forinvestigations:
—3—7The-atterney-general-shall-act-as-legal-counsel-in-any-partiedlar-investigation-of-

-vnder seetion-54-42-82-The-atterney general-shall-appear and-ds

seetion-54-12-84-3-

——2—1In-aceordanee-with-chapter-54-12 the-attorney-general-and-buread-of-eriminat-
investigation-have-primary-adtherity-to-investigate-eriminal-cases-related-to-a-
auardianship-or-conservatorship:

—27-2F111-Duty- to-disclose-and-cooperate:
——4+—A-state-and-local-governmental-entity-and-its-officers-and-empleyeesand-the-officials-
effieers-and-employees-of-the-couris-of this-state-shall-diselose-recerds-and-
information-reguested-by-the-board-er investigation-ceunsel-oF any autherized-
representative-of-the-beard-er-investigation-counsel-and-shall-cooperate-with-and-give-

reasenable assistanee-to-the-beard-ef investigation-counsel-and-any-autherized-
representative-of the-beard-er-counsel unless-prehibited-by-federal regulation-erdaw:
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——2—The service-ef processextends-to-all-parts-efthe-state-in-any-investigation-of-
. disciplinary proceeding-underthis ehapter- A sheriff o ice-officer-shall-serve-

process-and-exeeute-all-tawful orders-upon-request-ef the-effice—its-authorized-
representative ~the-beard—er-theinvestigation-eounsetl:
—27-274-12-Duties-ef withesses—Penalty:

a-the-office—board_erin igation-counsel-that-issued-the Aa- -

dired-for-an-order-compellingtheindividual-to-attend-and-testify- or produce-the-
writings-er-things-required-by-the-subpeena-—The-court-shall-erdertheindividualto-
appear-before-the-court-at-a-specified-time-and-place-to-shew-cause-why-the individual-
has-not-attended testified—or-produced-the-writings-or thingas-as-required-A-copy-of-
the-order-mustbe-served-on-the-individualif the-court-determines-the subpeena-was-

arly-issued-the-court-shall-erder-theindividual-to ecar-atthe time-and-place-

speuse-fer-recovery-of funds-expended-underthis-chapter for-the-care-ef that-
individual-of-the-individual's-speuse-Al-funds-recevered-under this-chapter-must-be-

depeosited in the general fund.
——2—A-claim-may not-be-required-to-be-paid-and-interest may not bedin to-acerue during the-

| lifetime-ef the-decedent's surviving-speuseif-any:

—3—A statute-of limitation-or-similar-statute-or the-deetrine-of-laches-may-net-bar-a-elaim-
thderthis-chapter.

, SECTION 1. A new subsection to section 30.1-28-07 of the North Dakota Century Code is

created and enacted as follows:
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The court may order a guardian to be listed on a registry if the court removed the

ardian for good cause. A guardian lis istry is di ifi ing as
aquardian i uardianshi
the s rt administrator, w

subsection does not apply to a licensed quardian. For purposes of this subsection, a

licensed quardian incl

excludes a guardian whose license is revoked.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 30.1-29-15 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

30.1-29-15. (5-415) Death, resignation, or removal of conservator.

1

The court may remove a conservator for good cause, upon notice and hearing, or
accept the resignation of a conservator. After a conservator's death, resignation, or
removal, the court may appoint another conservator. A conservator so appointed

succeeds to the title and powers of the predecessor.

2. The court may order a conservator to be listed i i

conservator for good cause. A conservator listed on the registry is disqualified from
acting as a conservator in any conservatorship proceeding. The court shall send a_

the reqistry. This subsection does not apply to a licensed conservator. For purposes of
this subsection, a licensed conservator includes a conservator whose license has
been suspended but excludes a conservator whose license is revoked,

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 50-24.1-07 of the North Dakota

Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

B

On the death of any recipient of medical assistance who was a resident of a nursing
facility, intermediate care facility for individuals with intellectual disabilities, or other
medical institution and with respect to whom the department determined that resident
reasonably was not expected to be discharged from the medical institution and to
return home, or who was fifty-five years of age or older when the recipient received the
assistance, and on the death of the spouse of the deceased recipient, the total amount
of medical assistance paid on behalf of the recipient following the institutionalization of

the recipient who cannot reasonably be expected to be discharged from the medical
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institution, or following the recipient's fifty-fifth birthday, as the case may be, must be

allowed as a preferred claim against the decedent's estate after payment, in the

following order, of:

a. Recipient liability expense applicable to the month of death for nursing home or

basic care services;

b. Funeral expenses not in excess of three thousand five hundred dollars;

c. Expenses of the last illness, other than those incurred by medical assistance;

d. Expenses of administering the estate, including attorney's fees approved by the

court;

e. Claims made under chapter 50-01;

f.  Claims made under chapter 50-24.5;

g. Claims made under chapter 50-06.3 and on behalf of the state hospital; ard
h

Claims made under chapter 27-27-454-68; and

i. Claims made under subsection 4.

SECTION 4. Chapter 54-68 of the North Dakota Century Code is created and enacted as

follows:

54-68-01. Definitions.

As used in this chapter:

< ncy permit" means temporary authorization

iven by the office to an employee of

a essional quardianship or professional conservatorship entity which allows the

permitholder to provide guardianship or conservatorship services as an agent of the

entity.

2. "Board" means the guardianship and conservatorship review board.

3. "Identifiable information" means an individual's personal details, including the

4.
5.

individual's name, address, telephone number, facsimile number, social security
number, electronic mail address, program identification number, or any other uniqgue
identifying number, characteristic, or code. and any demoaraphic information collected

bout the individual

the quardianship and conservatorship counsel.

"L i " means a person licensed by the office to provide

conservatorship services.

Page No. 10
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6. "Licensed guardian" means a person licensed by the office to provide guardianship

services.

7. "Office” means the office of quardianship and conservatorship.

"Public conserv 'm ons un t with the offi i

conservatorship services for an individual eligible for public services.

o .Y ic quardian”" means a guardian under contract with the office to provide

10. _"Public services" means state or federally funded programs administered by the office
available to eligible individuals.
11. "Review board" means the guardianship and conservatorship review board
established under section 54-68-03.
12. "Unlicensed conservator" means a person providing conservatorship services without
a conservator license.
13. _ "Unlicensed guardian” means a person providin ardianship services without a
quardian license.
54-68-02. Office of guardianship and conservatorship - Purpose - Powers and duties -
Report - Audit.
1. The office of guardianship and conservatorship, in its capacity of supervising and
directing guardianship and conservatorship, shall operate independently of any state
agency that provides services to individuals under guardianship or conservatorship.

The office shall administer programs assigned by state law.
2. The office shall:

a. Develop policies and procedures, including eligibility criteria, for:

(1) Receiving public services;
(2) A public guardian or a public conservator;

(3) Alicensed guardian or a licensed conservator; and

(4) Distribution of funding for direct payments and expense reimbursements for

public services.
b. Develop ethical standards for:

1) Alicensed guardian or a licensed conservator; and

(2) An unlicensed guardian or an unlicensed conservator.

Page No. 11 25.0224.04006
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c. _Develop policies and procedures for proceedings when a guardian or a
conservator is unable to fulfill the duties of a guardian or a conservator,

d. Keep accurate records of all financial transactions performed under this chapter
in the manner required by the office of management and budget.

e. Provide areport each biennium to the legislative management regarding the

operations of the office, including the cost of public guardians and public

conservators, and any other information requested by the legislative
management.
3. The office may:
a. Recommend rules applicable to a licensed quardian or a licensed conservator.
b. Grant licenses to a guardian or conservator and agency permits, including
revoking or suspending an agency permit.
c. _Require insurance or bond coverage for a licensed guardian or a licensed

conservator as a condition for licensure.
d. Establish mandatory disclosure and reportina requirements for a licensed

uardian or a licensed conservator, includi

submit reports to the office.
e. _Provide training for guardians and conservators.

f. Monitor guardianshi d conservatorship servi

d. Provide annual reports to the governor.

h. Distribute funding for direct payments, expense reimbursements. or other public
services, including funding for public administrators.

i. _Establish and collect fees to support guardianship and conservatorship services
and the duties of the office, which must be deposited in the guardianship and

conservatorship support fi

i. _Seek and apply for private, federal. or other funds to help support guardians and

conservators and to safequard the rights of individuals who receive

services
k. Accept private funds for deposit in the guardianship and conservatorship support
fund.

Page No. 12 25.0224.04006
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4. The office may not authorize payment for services for any public quardian or public
conservator that provides services for more individuals than allowed through statute,
regulation, or administrative rule.

5. The office, its officers. or its employees, may not act as a public guardian or a public
conservator or act in any other representative capacity for any individual. This
subsection does not prohibit an officer or employee from acting as a quardian or
conservator in a personal capacity apart from any duties as an officer or employee.

6. _The office is subject to audits by the state auditor under chapter 54-10.

4-68-03. Review board - Director - Administrative authority - Operations committee.

1. The office shall establish a guardianship and conservatorship review board to conduct
disciplinary proceedings for a guardian or conservator. The guardianship and
conservatorship review board shall consist of:

a. Three members representing guardians. appointed by the guardianship

association of North Dakota:

b. One member representing family guardians, appointed by the guardianship
association of North Dakota:

c.__One member representing the protection and advocacy project. appointed by the

committee on protection and advocacy:

d. Two members appointed by the state bar association of North Dakota, consisting.
of:

1) One lawyer licensed to practice law in the state; and
2) One retired judge. judicial referee. or surrogate judae; and

e. Two members of the public, appointed by the governor.

2. _Thereview board shall appoint an office director, who serves at the will of the board.
Within the limits of legislative appropriations, the director shall employ the necessary
staff to provide office services in accordance with this chapter. The director, with the
advice and consent of the review board, may adopt rules for administration of the
office.

3. _The office may establish a guardianship and conservatorship counsel to investigate
noncompliance reported under this chapter. The director of the office is the hiring
authority for the investigation counsel.

Page No. 13 25.0224.04006
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4.

board, and investigation n

a. The guardianship and conservatorship operations committee shall consist of:

(1) Two members of the |eqislative assembly, one from each chamber,

(2) Two members appointed by the state bar association of North Dakota,
consisting of:
(a) One lawyer licensed to practice law in the state; and

(b) One retired judge, judicial referee. or surrogate judge; and

(3) _Two members appointed by the governor.

b. Initially, members of the guardianship and conservatorship operations committee

shall serve staggered terms as follows:

(1) Two members shall serve a term of one year:

(2)_ Two members shall serve a term of two years: and

(3)__Two members shall serve a term of three years.

After the expiration of initial terms, all appointments must be for a term of three

d. A member of
concurrently serving as a member of the legislative assembly shall receive

er diem compensation. i ' i i -

54-68-04. Guardianship &

appropriation.

There is created in the state trea

The fund consists of all moneys transferred to the fund by the legislative assembly, interest

upon moneys in the fund, fee collections. donations, grants. and other contributions received for,
deposit in the fund. All moneys in the fund are appropriated on a continuing basis to the office to
defray the expenses of supporting guardianship and eonservatorship services, including
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0o N O 0o b WDN -

1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22 |

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Sixty-ninth
Legislative Assembly

54-68-05. Records - Confidentiality - Disclosure - Penalty.

1. Identifiable information concerning an individual who is applying for or receiving public

services under this chapter is confidential and may be disclosed only:
dministeation of amy program

e a ihder the supemvision or adriinistration of

the office.

b. When authorized by a policy of the office.

¢. __When allowed or required by rule or law.

2. Areport concerning an applicant, provider, or recipient of public services is confidential

if the report is made in good faith and may be disclosed only to:

a.  Authorized staff and agents of the office. who may further disclose the

information to @ person that haswa definite interest in the well-being of the
individual concerned, is in a position to serve the individual's interests, and that
needs to know the contents of the records to assure the well-being and interests

of the individual concerned.

b. An individual who is the subject of the report. if the identity of the person

reporting or supplying information under this chapter is protected until the

information is needed for use in an administrative, legal. or disciplinary

proceeding arising out of the report.

¢. A public official and the public official's authorized agent who requires the

information in connection with the discharge of official duties.
d. A court when the court determines the information is necessary for the

determination of an issue before the court.

e. _The investigation counsel.

3. The investigation counsel may disclose information uncovered during a disciplinary_
investigation to the attorney general or bureau of criminal investigation related to a

criminal investigation when the investigation counsel suspects the subject of the
investigation has committed a crime.

4. A person that discloses, authorizes, or knowingly allows, participates in, or acquiesces
in the disclosure of confidential information in violation of this section is guilty of a

class C felony.
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54-68-06. Guardianshi

ublic - Exemption.
1. A person may not serve as a guardian or a conservator for three or more adult

individuals at the same ti ]

authorized by a proceeding un jion 30,1-28-

3. A person must be a licensed guardjan or a li

or conservatorship services to the public,

4. This section does not apply to:

a. A federal or state agency.
b. A financial institution under section 6-08.1-01 when appointed as a conservator.
¢. __Human service zones, including human service zone directors or human service
zone team members, as defined in section 50-01.1-01.
5. A person who violates this section after August 1. 2026, is gquilty of a class B

misdemeanor.

54-68-07. Immunity.
1. A person who in aood faith provides information or testimony regarding a guardian's or

conservator's miseconduct or lack of professionglism is not subject to civil liability.

2. An employee of the office, a member of the review board, or an agent of the review
board acting in good faith is not subject to civil liability.

54-68-08. Authority - Applicabili

1. The office may revoke or suspend a guardian or a conservator license.

2. The office must establish by rule a process to appeal license denials and board
orders.
3. n receipt of an

complaint:

a. The office or review board shall:
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(1) Establish confidentiality and disclosure standards for investigating a report

or complaint and subseqguent disciplinary proceedings.

(2) _Adopt rules to effectuate the powers and duties under this chapter.

b. The office or review board may:

(1) Interview an alleged victim, witness, or any other individual with knowledge

of the situation.

(2) _ Access any record or information on an applicant, provider, or recipient of

public services,

(3) __Issue subpoenas for the attendance of withesses and the production of

designated documents, electronically stored information, or tangible things

in accordance with the North Dakota Rules of Civil Procedure.
(4) _Order the deposition of a person residing within or outside the state to be

faken in accordance \

vithi the North Dakeia Rules of Civil Brocedure.

(5) _ Ceordinate with other agencies and departments, including the attorney_
general and bureau of criminal investigation.

3. A quardian or conservator subje

the applicable policies, proce

authority authorized by rule if th i

adult protected person, or incapaci ined in ti 1

authority for investigations.

1. The attorney general shall

roceeding under section 54-12-02. The : ] Lany.

founded on an act or omission arising out of performance gf an official duty.
2. In accordance with chapter 54-12, the attorney general and bureau of criminal

investigation have primary a

guardianship or conservatorship.
54-68-10. Duty to disclose and cooperate.

1. A state and local governmental entity and its officers and employees, and the officials

officers, and employees of the courts of this state shall disclose records and_
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information requested by the board or investigation counsel or any authorized
representative of the board or investiaation counsel and shall cooperate with and give
reasonable assistance to the board or investigation counsel and any authorized
representative of the board or counsel unless prohibited by federal requlation or law.

2. A sheriff or police officer shall serve process and execute all lawful orders upon
request of the office. its authorized representative, the review board. or the
investigation counsel. The service of process extends to all parts of the state in any
investigation or disciplinary proceeding under this chapter.

54-68-11. Duties of witnesses - Penalty.

1. Anindividual is obliged to attend as a witness in any investigation or disciplinary
proceeding commenced under this chapter.

2. _If an individual refuses to attend. testify, or produce any writings or things required by
subpoena, the office, review board, or investigation counsel that issued the subpoena
may petition the district court of the district in which the attendance or production is
required for an order compelling the individual to attend and testify or produce the
writings or things required by the subpoena. The court shall order the individual to
appear before the court at a specified time and place to show cause why the individual
has not attended. testified, or produced the writings or things as required. A copy of
the order must be served on the individual. If the court determines the subpoena was
reqularly issued. the court shall order the individual to appear at the time and place

fixed in the order and testify or produce the required writings or things.

misdemeanor.

54-68-12. Preferred claim.

1. The office has a preferred claim against the estate of an individual or an individual's
spouse for recovery of funds expended under this chapter for the care of that
individual or the individual's spouse. All funds recovered under this chapter must be
deposited in the general fund.

lifetime of the decedent'’s surviving spouse, if any.
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A statute of limitation or similar statute or t

under this chapter.

doctrine of laches may not bar a claim

SECTION 5. REPEAL. Chapter 27-27 of the North Dakota Century Code is repealed.
SECTION 6. APPROPRIATION - JUBIGIAL-BRANGH—OFFICE OF GUARDIANSHIP
AND CONSERVATORSHIP_- FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT P The

funds provided in this section, or so much of the funds as may be necessary, are appropriated

out of any moneys in the general fund in the state treasury, not otherwise appropriated, to the

‘ judicial-branehoffice of guardianship and conservatorship for the purpose of defraying the

expenses of the office of guardianship and conservatorship, for the biennium beginning July 1,

2025, and ending June 30, 2027, as follows:
‘ Establishment-costs—indigents
Establishment-costs—developmentally-disabled
Publie-guardian-and-conservator fees—indigents
Guardianship-contracts—developmentally disabled

$1-5650;000
4,096,460
+166,606
5.506:000

Yotat-geperebttndd—————m———————————————————————$45:246,460

Office of quardianship and conservatorship $1.200.000
Establishment costs - indigents 1.550.000
Establishment costs - developmentally disabled 1.096.400
Public guardian and conservator fees - indigents 7.100.000
Guardianship contracts - developmentally disabled 5.500.000
Total general fund $16.446.400
Full-time equivalent positions 4.00
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