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25.0113.03001 Prepared by the Legislative Council
Title. staff for Representative Fegley

March 28, 2025
Sixty-ninth
Legislative Assembly
of North Dakota PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO

FIRST ENGROSSMENT

ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2033
Introduced by

Legislative Management

(Health Services Committee)

_ A BILL fer-an-Act to-ereate-and-enact chapter 23-27.2-of the North-Baketa Gentury-Gode -

| retating-to-the-distressed-ambulanee-service-program:-to-provide-for-a-legislative-management-

repoft:-to-provide-an-appropriation:and-to-provide-a-continding-appropriation:for an Act to create

and enact a new section to chapter 23-27 of the North Dakota Century Code. relating to

distressed ambulance services; and to declare an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

——SEGTION-14-GChapter23-27-2-of the-North-Daketa-Gentury-Gode-is-created-and-enacted-as-

- 23-27.2.01. Definitions:
10 |

As-used-n-this-chapter:
——31—"Depafment—means-the deparment-of-health-and-human-sepvices:

— 22— "Disiressed-ambulanee sepvice’-means & licensee the depafment has declared a-

distressed-ambulance-sepvice-under-section-23-27-2-05-

—3—"Emergencymedical services plan’ o 'plan" means-a-detalled improvement plan fera-

distressed-ambulance-service-to-deliver-sustainable-and-reliable-emergeney-medical

: ——4—"Lcensee“means-an-emergency-medical-sepvices-operation-as-defined-in-seetion-
18 |

23-27-02-

——5—"Program"-means-the distressed-ambulance-service-program:
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| —4—The-distressed-ambulanee-service-program-is-hefeby-ereated-

—2—7Fhe fment-shalk:

| S——— out-the-administrative-funetions-of- T

| —b—Adoptrules-necessary-to-implement-this-chapter and-manage-the-program:
| —e—Take-reasonable-measures-to-ensure-feliable-ambulanee-fesponse-within-a-
distressed-ambulance-service's-assigned-service-area:

. —————F—Annuallyevaluateissued-waivers:
; - 3 The deparftment may

| —————a——Iss’e-waivers—and

——b—Suspend-or fevoke-a distressed-ambulance-service'slicense iR-aceordanee-with-
seetion23-27-2-06-

—23-27-2-83-Licensee-evaluation—Netice:

—  e—1Indicated-a-substantiaHikelihood-of failure-to-respond-tofeguestsfor serviee:

A-identification-of a-licensee-that meets the eriteria under subseetion 4. the
department may-provide-nroticein-aceordanee-with-subsection-3-to-the licensee-by-
first-elass mail--1f-providedthe notice-must-be-sent to the:

|

'. b Service leader of record:
- & —edea directorof-recerd-and

. ——d—Peolitical-subdivision-that-has jurisdiction-over-the ticenseeif-applicable:
—— 3 —Fhenotice-must pelude:

-~ b {fthe licensee falled-to with-federal-of state-law of ton_-thetaw of
regutation-violated:
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: ——+¢€— Adetailed deseription of the violation of roncompliance:

e-correet ve-actien-that must be taken by the licensee: and

- —————e—Apy resources-available to-the licensee to-assist in taking corrective-aetion:
- ——23-27-2.04.Licensee—Response:
g_ ——1—~Alicensee-that receives a notice-under seetion-23-27.2-03-shall-respond-to-the-

department-within-forty-five days of the date-of the notiee—The response must inelude:
———a—The licensee's proposed corrective action to address the violation-of

nencomptianee:
—b—The licensee's proposed-time-frame-ir-which-to take corrective action and-
beecometully-compliant-and
—¢e— ¥ necessary.-a-request-fora-waiver
—2—Within-fifteen-days-of-the-date-of the-respense_the-department-shall:
—— a—-~Approve-the-fesponse;-of

. ————b—Request-the licensee-amend-the-respoense:
_ ——3—TFhe-deparment-may-extend-the-deadline-to-respend-if-an-amendment-to-the-response-

is-requested-under-subsection2-
- 23-27.2-05. Distressed ambulanee service - Declaration and netice:

licepsee:

——a.—Failed-to-respond -to-the deparment in accordanee with section 2324 264

——b— fFailed to make sufficient progress to address the violation of Rrenrcompliance-

deseribed-in-the-neotiee:

— ¢ —Failed-to-take-corrective-action-in-accordance-with-the-approved-respense:

— d—Indicated-an-intention-to-cease-operation-er-change ticensuretevelwithin-sixty-

| days:-oF
- e—indicated-a-substantiat ikelihood-of failure-to-respond-to-reauests-for service:

. - 2 TFhe depafment shall provide notice of the declaration by first-elass mail to the

recipients-under subsecetion 2 of section 23-27.2-83-The notice must include the-

department's basis forthe declaration:
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| 23.27 2.06_Distressed-ambulance-service—Procedure—Plan:

seven days of the date-of the notice-of declaration. Fhe cooerdinator may be an-

empleyee-of-the-department or a-contractor-The coordinater-shall- develop-tmplement-
and-monitor an-emergency-rmedical-services-plan:
| —2—Fhe-emergency-medical-services-plan-must:

: — a—Inelude-a-detailed-

| ———b—Fvaluate-the-impact-on-the-assigned-and-adjacent service-areas—-and
: — . Gonsider input from- stakeholders ineluding:
|

- {1 The distressed ambulance service:
9y The-pelitical-subdivision-that-has-jurisdiction-ever-the distressed-ambulanee-

—— 6} —Other emergency-medical-services-within-the-service-area:-and
| ———4{—Otherinterested-parties:
. —3—The-coordinater-shall-presenta- tan-ata- i ing-hetd-h-

distressed ambulanee sepviee's

distressed ambulanece serviee's assigned-service area within thirty days of the date of

the-first-public-meeting:

i plan-at-the-second-public-reeting:

i - {1 Hthe distressed-ambulanee-service-appreves-the plan, the distressed-
; ambulanee service shall with-all- ets-of the- -
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{2y —H-the distressed-ambulance-servicefejeets-the-plan-the service-teader-of-

days-after-the-date-of- the-second-publie meeting:
- ———b—Fhe depafment-shal-approve-of-reiect-the-amended-plan-within seven days of

reeeipt

- —S—if-the deparment-and-distressed-ambulanee-service-are-thable-to-agfee-en-a-plan-of-
} itthe distressed-ambulance-service-fails-to-comply with-any-aspect-of an-approved-

| plan-the department may take-action-as-necessary-to-protect the health-safety and-

welfare-of the-public —in-accordance-with-section-23-27.2-62-
——6—TFhe department shall provide-rotice-of a-public meeting-eonducted-underthis-seetion--
The neotice must be:

a—Published-in-a-new

feurteen-and-seven-days-before-the-meeting:-and

—b—Delivered-by-first-class-mail-to-the-county-auditor of each-county-in-the-sepviee-

area-at-{east-seven-days-before-the meeting:

—F—The- - +the-distressed-ambulance-service-reimburse-the-
department for-costs-associated-with-administering-this-section-and-for-any-reasonable-
measdres-taken-to-ensure-reliable-ambulance-response-within-the-distressed-
ambulance-service's-assigned-service-area-The-distressed-ambulance-service-shall-

i reimburse-the - department within-thiry-days-after-reeceipt-ef the-request:

. —23-272-07-Distressed-ambulance service-program—Gontinding-appropriation:

I- ——There-is-ereated-in-the-state-treasury-a-distressed-ambulance-service-program-fund-—The-

Ases-inedrred-by-of-for-the- ien-efthe- Fam:
| —23-27:2-08--Distressed ambulanece-service program—Repeort to-legislative-
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8 ——SECTHON-2-ARPPROPRIATION—BEPARTMENT OF-HEALTH-AND HUMAN-SERVICES ~
4 | DISTRESSED-AMBULANCE-SERVUCE-PROGRAM—ONE-TIME-FUNDINGTFhere-is-

5 - appropriated-eut-ef-any-meneys-iR-the-generalfund-in-the state-treasury,-Ret-otherwise-

6 appropriated;-the-sum-of $1506,000-or so-much-of the-sum-as-may-be-nrecessary-te-the-

7 department-of-health-and-human-services-for-the-purpose-of-contracting-with-a-consulitant-to-

8 identify-evaluate and develop-a plan-to-manage distressed-ambutance-services; for the-

9 bienrium beginning July-1-2025;,and-ending June 30, 2027 The funding provided in-this

10 | section-is-considered-a-one-time-funding-item:

11 SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 23-27 of the North Dakota Century Code is created
12 and enacted as follows:

13 Distressed ambulance service.

14 1. As used in this section:

15 a. "Department” means the department of health and human services.

16 b. "Distressed ambulance service” means a licensee that:

17 | (1) Self-indicates to the department a substantial likelihood of closure within the
18 next year: or

19 [ (2)__Is identified by the department as failing to comply with federal or state law
20 or regulation and is likely to face closure within the next year.

21 | c.__"Emergency medical services plan” or "plan" means a detailed improvement plan.
22 for a distressed ambulance service developed by the department and the

23 . distressed ambulance work group to deliver sustainable and reliable emergency
24 medical response and transport services to a patient within an assigned service
25 | area.

26 | 2. Ifalicensee is identified by the department as a distressed ambulance service, the

27 | department shall identify stakeholders and schedule an initial public meeting with the
28 | stakeholders within forty-five days. The department shall notifv the distressed

29 . ambulance service of the department's intent to schedule a public meeting. If the

30 distressed ambulance service does not respond to the notice within forty-five days, the
31 | department has an additional fifteen days to schedule the initial public meeting.
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3. The stakeholders identified and notified by the department of the initial public meeting

must include:

a.___The political subdivision that has jurisdiction over the distressed ambulance

service.

b. The county and city governments within the service area.

c. lLicensed medical facilities.

| d. __Adjacent ambulance services.
e. Other emergency medical services within the service area.

hall provide notice of an initial public ting conducted under this

section. The notice must be:

- a. Published in a newspaper of general circulation within the service area between
fourteen and seven days before the meeting.

- b. Delivered by first-class mail to the county auditor of each county in the service
area at least seven days before the meeting.

. 5. The department shall facilitate the initial distressed ambulance service meeting. The

meeting must focus on identifving the distressed ambulance service's strengths.

weaknesses. potential opportunities, and threats.

6. Following the jnitial meeting. a distressed ambulance work group must be created to

develop an emergency medical services plan.

a. __Adistressed ambulance work group must include:

(1) Atleast one representative of the distressed ambulance service.

(2)__ A representative of the county commissioner.

(3) __ Arepresentative of each impacted city council,

(4)_ A representative of the impacted law enforcement agencies.

' (5) _Arepresentative of the impacted school board.

(6) A citizen representative.

b. _An emergency medical services plan may include:

(1) Recruitment and training initiatives.

(2)  Review of avagilgble grant programs and one-time funding opportunities

Page No. 7 25.0113.03001



—l e\

- O © 0o N O O b~ W N =

Sixty-ninth

Legislative Assembly

Page No. 8

25.0113.03001



