Testimony on HB 1283 — January 27, 2025
House IBL. Committee by Bobbie Will

Good afternoon, Chair Warrey and Members of the Committee,

I am Bobbie Will, Policy and Advocacy Manager with Susan G. Komen. I am here
to testify in support of HB 1283 advocating for the women who call or email
Komen due to the financial barrier to continue or start their yearly breast screening.

In 2010, the Affordable Care Act (ACA) set a floor for preventative coverage at no
cost share. The ACA only considers people at average risk, therefore
mammography. In HB 1283, we are looking at a medically necessary continuum of
breast screening exams for average-risk patients and breast screenings for high-risk
patients.

The bill creates a new code in ND century code for medically necessary diagnostic
and supplemental examinations at no cost share.

These tests are requested by providers under two scenarios:

1) Diagnostic: The radiologist sees an abnormality in the screening
mammogram and needs a better look, so a continuum of tests rather than a
single mammography is recommended

2) Supplemental: The patient is high risk because of family or personal history
with breast cancer or because of a genetic tie to breast cancer (payment
parity to no cost mammography)

The ND Essential Health Benefits benchmark plan already includes coverage of
these tests, HB 1283 isn’t about covering services it is eliminating cost sharing for
the tests. This bill is for state employees only, our end goal is to impact the state-
regulated individual, small, and large group plans (approximately 20-25% of the
ND health-insured population). The commercial market insured are the patients we
hear from who forgo breast screenings.

I passed out a one-page, two-sided sheet labeled Diagnostic and Supplemental
Imaging Fiscal Note-Premium Increases along with my talking points for this
afternoon's verbal testimony. (A map of the 28 states that have enacted this
legislation, and a fact sheet were uploaded online.)
1) Nineteen states do not have a fiscal note, also listed are the states with a
fiscal note showing the premium increases they expect.



2) The NovaRest Report provided by ND LC, which is attached to your bill
draft shows pages 3, and 10 per member per month (PMPM) increase for
NDPERS at $1.10-2.40 and HB 1283 fiscal note from Deloitte shows a
$7.48 PMPM cost to the NDPERS plan.

3) On page 11 of the NovaRest report, it states that having better access to
breast cancer exams would likely catch the development of breast cancer
sooner, which could have health savings in the long run. Cost-effectiveness
studies have shown that although costs may rise initially for increased

screening, there will be cost savings by avoiding more costly cancer
treatment.

Please vote in favor of HB 1283 and join the 28 states that have already passed this
life-saving early detection legislation which will save our families, communities,
health systems, and businesses costs. I available for questions.

Bobbie Will
bwill@komen.org
701-202-5840
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