Dr. Hannah Brossart
Rugby Dental Office
201 7th St. SW Suite 1
Rugby, ND 58368

February 1, 2025

Judiciary Committee
600 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505

Subject: Opposition to HB 1349 - Noneconomic Damages Limited
Dear Committee Member,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to House Bill 1349 (HB 1349) and urge you to vote against it.
After reviewing the contents of the bill, | have several concerns that | believe should be addressed before
any further action is taken.

| am an associate dentist in Rugby, ND. This is a rural community with two dentists and a critical access
hospital with several medical providers.

My concerns with HB 1349 include:

1. Concern #1: Decrease in providers in an already underserved community.

o The proposed changes could have serious negative consequences on rural communities.
Research has shown that non-economic damage caps increase the supply of young,
high-risk physicians. (Pesko et al., 2017) By removing these malpractice limits, it would
further remove access to care in communities that are already underserved.

2. Concern #2: Increase in malpractice premiums.

o The increase in malpractice premiums may lead to providers relocating to states that
have non-economic damage caps in place. Instead of helping compensate patients for
injuries, it would punish providers who were not negligent. (Localio et al., 1991) This
would once again increase the need in already underserved communities.

Furthermore, | believe we can find alternative approaches that could address the intended goals of HB
1349 without the negative consequences | outlined.

In conclusion, | urge you to oppose HB 1349. | believe that through careful consideration and constructive
dialogue, we can find solutions that will better serve our community.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Hannah Brossart, DDS
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