Chairman Klemin and members of the House Judiciary Committee.

1 am once again bringing this child protection measure to the committee. This amended version
of Senate Bill 2307, a necessary and measured step in protecting minors from exposure to
obscene and sexually explicit materials in schools and libraries. It is a bill to ensure that public
institutions funded by taxpayers are not venues for exposing children to harmful content.

Libraries and schools were once places of safety and learning, but over time, activists and
loopholes in existing law have allowed inappropriate materials to be introduced into these
spaces. Some have argued that this legislation constitutes book banning or censorship, but the
reality is far from that. This bill does not ban books; it simply ensures that explicit content is not
easily accessible to minors.

In fact, opponents of this bill have unintentionally proven the point. At a public hearing in
western North Dakota, community members attempted to read aloud passages from books
available to minors in public libraries—but they were stopped because the material was deemed
too obscene for a public setting. If this content is inappropriate for adults in a public hearing,
how can we justify making it readily available to children?

Also, recently the same library put on display an obscene book in which the cover of the book
displayed blatant pornography, and a 12-year-old was very distressed at the material and went to
his parents who thought the library was safe, it was not.

Some have raised concerns that this bill removes books from libraries. That is not the case. The
bill does not call for an outright ban but instead establishes a clear and reasonable process for
relocation to ensure that explicit materials are placed in areas where they are not easily
accessible to minors.

This legislation requires that:

o If a parent, guardian, or concerned patron identifies material that may be obscene or
harmful to minors, the concern will follow the local review process, if it escalates to the
superintendent and school board level there is an offramp for the complainant because of
the intimidation factor at that point of the process.

o If the concern escalates further, the State’s Attorney will review the material and provide
an opinion. Only after the process described and the material is still not moved do the
consequences apply, this is at the very end of the process, (which could take up to 70
days) and if there is still refusal will any penalties apply.

o Ifthe material is deemed obscene, it must be relocated to a not easily accessible to minors
section of the library. There are no institution police, no going to jail at any point until the
state's attorney deems that the material is obscene, and the institution does not move the



material to a not easily accessible to minors. The material can be moved to an area such
as:

o A cabinet with signage.

o A roped-off or designated section with signs where only adults may access it.

o Ifavailable another area of the library.

This ensures that libraries retain the materials for legitimate research or adult access while
preventing inappropriate exposure to minors.

Scientific research and firsthand accounts have demonstrated the harmful effects of pornography
on developing minds. A well-known Dr. who served on the U.S. Attorney General’s
Commission on Pornography, found that:

o 91% of minors who encountered pornography did so unintentionally, often while
browsing for school-related research.

o A single exposure to explicit material can trigger an addiction stronger than cocaine or
heroin in some individuals. The material literally changes brain chemistry, hence the
addictive connection of the material. Porn hub has said if we can get this material to
people/the young we will have them for life on our site.

This is not about limiting free speech—it is about setting reasonable boundaries in spaces where
children learn and grow. I have heard that the minors are receiving more explicit material from
their devices and that may be true. That is why we are bringing forward in other bills, Age
verification for explicit material, Human trafficking legislation and the resolution that declares
pornography a public health concern. I am not saying our staff are the following, but to fight this
battle against the pornographers, pedophiles and groomers we must cover this issue
comprehensively in all these areas. The committee was presented with information on whether
this explicit material is in our libraries and schools if you get a second look at the list. Not every
library in the state has this material but there is enough in our institutions to support this
legislation.

North Dakota has an opportunity to become a leader in child protection, ensuring that our
schools and libraries are places of education, not exploitation. Families are increasingly fleeing
states that push explicit materials on children. By passing this legislation, we send a clear
message: North Dakota stands for the protection of children, not for the agendas of activists.

It is important to recognize that a vast majority of librarians and educators are dedicated
individuals who serve their communities well. This bill is not an attack on libraries, staff or
schools, it is a necessary safeguard against the small number of activists who exploit legal
loopholes to push an agenda that does not align with the values of our families and communities.

Senate Bill 2307 is not about banning books it is about common-sense protections for our
children. I urge the committee to support this bill in this form, ensuring that explicit materials are
placed where they belong: away from minors, while remaining accessible to adults.



Chairman Klemin and members of the House Judiciary committee we must for the sake of our
children's safety and wellbeing pass this legislation to bring one leg of the comprehensive
approach needed to protect our children from the horrible effects of pornography. I ask all for a
do-pass recommendation to protect our minors from harm.



Facts About Today’s Pornography
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How Many People Use Pornography?
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94% of men and 87% of women have seen pornography at some point in their lifetime (Herbenick et al., 2020).

Among users of Amazon.com, 92% of men and 60% of women viewed some form of pornography in the previous month. The three
primary kinds of pornography consumed were written pornography, pictures, and videos. Videos were consumed most often, but women
were much more likely to consume written pornography than men (Solano, et al., 2020).

About half of 8 graders have viewed pornography. Such viewing made early sexual debut, unsafe sex, and multiple sexual partners more
likely (Lin, et al., 2020).

On average, boys see pornography first at the age of 13 and girls at the age of 17 (Herbenick et al., 2020).

Pornography use increased by 11% during the Covid pandemic (Mestre-Bach et al, 2020).

Data released by the world's most popular Internet porn site, reveal that in 2019 alone, there were over 42 bilion visits to its website
(Pornhub, 2019).

If you watched all the new videos uploaded in just one year on the world's most popular pornography site, it would take you 168 years to
watch them all (McTavish, 2020).

Today, pornography is most often accessed through cell phones (Herbenick et al., 2020).

64% of adult men and 42% of adult women view pornography at least monthly (Digital Journal, 2014).

. 63% of young men (18-30) view pornography once a week or more. 79% view it at least monthly (Barna, 2014).
. 19% of young women (18-30) view porn once a week or more: 34% view it at least monthly (Barna, 2014).

In the 1970s, 45% of young adult men viewed an X rated movie at least annually (Price et al., 2015).
In the 1990s, found that 61% of young adult men were viewing porn, just before the Internet boom (Price et al,, 2015).

. Inthe 2000s, with the Internet, 86% of young adult men were viewing pornography (Braun-Courville & Rojas, 2009; Carroll et al., 2008).

In the 1970s, 28% of young adult women had viewed an X rated movie at least annually (Price et al., 2015).
In the 2000s, 36% of young adult women had viewed pornography (Price et al., 2015).

. Well over two-thirds of 15-17 year old adolescents have seen porn websites when they did not intend to access them (Kaiser Family

Foundation, 2001).

- Between 2008 and 2011, exposure to porn among boys under the age of 13 jumped from 14% to 49%. Boys' daily use more than doubled

(Sun et al, 2014).
The average child sees Internet pornography for the first time at age 11 (Dines, 2010; DeKeseredy & Corsianos, 2016).

What is in Pornography?

1.

2.

Over the past decade the levels of violent porn, gore porn, child porn, and racist acts depicted in porn have increased expone ntially
(DeKeseredy, 2015).

During the last decade, interest in pornography featuring teens (above and below the age of consent) has significantly increased (Walker,
Makin, & Morczek, 2016).

Female performers in pornographic video clips are very likely to express pleasure when aggression (such as spanking, forced vaginal or
anal penetration, and forced gagging) is directed toward them; particularly if the performer is a teenager. Such videos perpetuate the notion
that women enjoy being subject to aggressive and demeaning sexual behaviors (Shor, 2018).

On just one pornography site, 33.5 Bilion visitors accessed pornography in 2018. Dally visits to the site now exceed 100 million. The site
logs 962 searches a second. Every minute 63,992 new visitors access its content (pornhub.com),

The more degrading pornography men watch, the more likely they are to objectify the women in that pornography (Skorska, Hodson &
Hoffarth, 2018).

Is Pornography Violent?

i

Both pornography and alcohol consumption are unique predictors of sexual assault victimization for college females: the combined effect
of pornography and alcohol dramatically increases the odds of victimization. One reason for this is that pornography minimizes sexually
aggressive acts (de Heer, et al., 2020).

Men are more likely than women to become aroused by pornographic images featuring rape. Men who equate sexuality with expression of
aggression and power were more likely to prefer rape porn than other men (Carvalho & Rosa, 2020).

With increasingly high use of porn, it becomes more likely that men will be likely to rape, likely to commit sexual assault, be sexually
entitled, and have hostility toward women (Goodson, et al., 2020).

Men who consume more pornography, particularly male-dominant pornography, are more likely to use sexual force in their own
relationships (De Heer et al., 2020).

Violence against women in pornography is commonly seen. For example, 72% of men and 46% of women have seen pornography where
aman ejaculated on a woman'’s face (Herbenick et al., 2020).

Rape porn has been seen by 21% of men and 11% of women (Herbenick et al., 2020).

BDSM porn has been seen by 45% of men and 33% of women (Herbenick et al., 2020).
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. 45% of scenes in online pornography include at least one act of physical aggression. Spanking, gagging, slapping, hair pulling, and
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People often imitate what they have seen in pornography. For example, 20% of men and 12% of women have chocked someone during
sex, 11% of men and 21% of women have been chocked during sex, and 48% of men have ejaculated on a woman's face (Herbenick et
al., 2020).

Men’s consumption of pornography, particularly violent pornography, is associated with more aggressive behavior toward female partners.
This relationship is even stronger when the man is sexist, feels justified in committing violence, and views women as sexual objects
(Rodriguez & Fernandez-Gonzales, 2019).

Women who use pornography are more likely to commit non-consensual sexual activity, particularly using emotional manipulation and
deception of their male partners (Hughes et al., 2020).

Pornography, especially violent pornography, shows association with increases in sexual assault related attitudes and past history of
assaultive behavior (Bridges, 2019),

The more pornography men use, the more they see women as objects, not as people (Seabrook et al., 2019).

choking are the five most common forms of physical aggression (Fritz et al, 2020).

In pornography with aggression, women are the target in 97% of the scenes, and their response to aggression was either neutral or
positive and rarely negative. Men were the perpetrators of aggression against women in 76% of scenes (Fritz et al,, 2020).

29% of male 10th graders have seen violent pornography (Rostad et al., 2019).

16% of female 10th graders have seen violent pornography (Rostad et al., 2019).

Boys who have seen violent pornography are over twice as likely to report committing sexual violence and physical violence against a
dating partner (Rostad et al., 2019).

Girls who have seen violent pornography are more likely to experience sexual violence from a dating partner (Rostad et al., 2019).

Among those who have seen ‘rough sex” in pornography (behaviors including hair pulling, spanking, scratching, biting, bondage, fisting,
and double penetration) 91% wanted to take part in such behaviors and 82% had taken partin at least one of the behaviors. T his lends
credence to the assertion that watching pornography can lead to behavior, including behavior involving violence (Vogels & O'Sullivan,
2019).

Rigorous laboratory studies find significant associations between watching pornography and inducing aggression supportive attitudes and
behaviors (Bridges, 2019).

Among women imprisoned for making child pornography, 60% had a history of sexual abuse while 46% reported physical abuse (Bickart et
al., 2019).

Pornography routinely depicts objectification of and violence against women. These images create abnormal sexual expectations, leading
to making sexual advances that are unwanted, that can lead to violence (Sun, Ezzell, & Kendall, 2017).

Men’s consumption of pornography impacts their views of women in measurable ways—including, but not limited to, objectification,
acceptance of sexual mistreatment of women, and making unwanted sexual advances toward women (Mikorski & Syzmanski, 2017:
Wright & Bae, 2015).

Pornography use is most likely to lead to sexual violence when the pornography is especially violent, when the individual has peer support
for sexual violence, and when the individual is hypermasculine and emphasizes impersonal sex (Hald & Malamuth, 2015).

When compared to non-users, those exposed to softer forms of pornography have greater rape myth acceptance and a higher likelihood of
committing rape (Romero-Sanchez, Toro-Garcia, Horvath, & Megias, 2017).

When a man is already predisposed to aggression in other realms, violent pornography is particularly influential in producing increased
sexual aggression (Baer, Kohut, & Fisher, 2015).

Watching pornography often leads to acts of sexual violence or risky sexual behaviors such as multiple partners and unprotected sex (Van
Oosten, Jochen, & Vandenbosch, 2017).

Child abusers under age 21 report difficulty controlling their pornography use and often cite such use as a factor leading to their abuse of
other children (McKibbin et al., 2017).

Characteristics of men that are associated with a higher likelihood of viewing child pornography include ever having sex with a male,
holding the perception of children as seductive, having friends who have watched child pornography, frequent pornagraphy use, greater
than average aggressive tendencies, ever viewing violent pornography, and engaging in sexually coercive behavior {Seto, Hermann,
Kiellgren, Priebe, Svedin, & Langstrom, 2015),

One reason why pornography use is connected to sexually coercive behavior is that viewers begin to develop sexual scripts that involve
coercion and then seek to act them out in real life (Marshall, Miller, & Bouffard, 2018).

Among men at high risk for committing acts of sexual aggression, watching violent pornography or child pornography adds to the risk for
committing sexual assault, essentially adding fuel to the fire they have for committing sexual violence. In some cases, viewing
pornography serves as a tipping point that leads an at risk person who might not act out to actually do so (Malamuth, 2018).

. The more men and women watch pornography, the less likely they are to intervene to help prevent a sexual assault from happening

(Foubert & Bridges, 2017).

. 88% of the scenes in today's mainstream pornography include violence, usually by a man toward a woman (Bridges et al., 2010).

. 95% of the time when a man hits a woman in pornography, she responds with pleasure or has no response at all (Bridges et al., 2010).
. 45% of the pornography clips on the Internet include at least one man ejaculating on a woman's face (Gorman et al,, 2010).

. Brain scans of men watching pornography react to women as if they are objects, not people. This leads to more violence against women

(Eberstadt & Layden, 2010; Haslam & Loughnan, 2014).

. Porn use increases the likelihood a man will commit sexual violence, especially if he is impulsive and uses pornography frequently

(Kingston et al, 2009).

. Over 100 studies show that pornography use is correlated with and is the cause of violence (Malamuth et al., 2000).
. 22 recent studies from 7 countries found that whether you use correlational, cross-sectional, or longitudinal research designs, pornography



and sexual violence are directly connected (Wright et al., 2015).

40. 500 studies of the connection between pornography and the broad category of “‘gender based violence” found that pornography use leads
to gender-based violence (Waltman, 2014).

41. Thousands of revenge porn websites allow men to upload naked or pornographic pictures of a former girffriend or wife for everyone in the
world to see (Hart, 2014).

42. Children are particularly susceptible to what they see in pornography. The more they view it, the more they perform the violent acts they
see in porn (Wright, 2014).

43. Women in the pornography industry are three times as likely to have been sexually abused as children, 50% more likely to be living in
poverty, and twice as likely as the average woman to have grown up in poverty (DeKeseredy & Corsianos, 2016; Waltman, 2014).

Is Pornography Racist?

1. In the category of “Asian Women" pornagraphy, over two thirds of aggressive acts were committed by men; 88% of the targets of
aggressive acts were women (Yanyah & Bryant, 2016).

2. Inastudy of mainstream pornography and aggression, black women were more often the target of aggression than white women (F ritz et
al, 2020).

3. Black men are more often portrayed as the perpetrators of aggression against women and are depicted as significantly less intimate with
their partners compared to white men (Fritz et al., 2020).

4. The most aggression in porn scenes occurs between black couples (Fritz et al., 2020).

What Happens if You Use A Lot of Porn?

1.

Many reasons are cited for relapse among non-religious people who are problematic pornography users. Frequently, emotional and
relationship factors, in particular, overlap just prior to relapse. For example, emotional factors include feeling stressed about school, work,
or relationships; feeling depressed partially due to lack of social interaction: feeling hopeless due fo lack of success with romantic
relationships; feeling frustrated with specific relationships; and/or with the actual struggle to stop using pornography. Relational factors can
include frustrations with a romantic partner or with others as well (Rackham, 2020).

Veterans are at a greater risk than men in the general population for developing problematic pornography use. Factors associated with
veteran's problematic pornography use include being younger, less educated, having depression, anxiety, PTSD, insomnia, and
impulsivity. Problematic pornography use was characterized by distress about using pornography, excessive use, difficulty controlling use,
and using it to avoid negative emotions (Shirk, et al., 2021 ).

Two risk factors for problematic pornography use are having a substance use disorder and having a history of childhood abuse (Mauer-
Vakil & Anees, 2020).

Men who have problematic pornography use report that it gave them unrealistic expectations when it came to sex and sexuality, affected
the way they viewed women, and led to diminished sexual function (Sniewski & Farvid, 2020).

Frequent pornography use is associated with sexual dissatisfaction, greater preference for porn-like sex, and relationship dissatisfaction
(Miller et al., 2019).

Problematic pornography use is associated with sexual functioning problems for both men and women (Bothe et al, 2021).

How Does Porn Affect Relationships?
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The more people use pornography, the more likely they are to experience a romantic break-up (Perry & Davis, 2017).

Married people who view pornography are more likely to believe that their marriage is in trouble, more likely to discuss ending the
marriage, and more likely to repeatedly break up compared to those who do not view pornography (Perry, 2020),

Married people who view pornography are less likely to view their relationship as good or strong, less likely to feel like a team with their
spouse, less likely to think their relationship makes them happy, and less likely to believe their relationship is nearly perfect than people
who abstain (Perry, 2020),

Married people who use pornography more frequently are less satisfied with their marriage (Perry, 2020).

Consent is rarely depicted in pornographic media nor is an expression of affection (Bridges, 2019).

The primary reason men don't talk about their pornography use is the quilt and shame associated with it (Sniewski & Farvid, 2 020).

How Does Porn Affect Mental Health?

i

2.

Using pornography is associated with less satisfaction in relationships, less close relationships, more loneliness and more depression
(Hesse & Floyd, 2019).

Women who use pornography are more likely to have false or stereotyped views about rape and are more self-conscious about their bodies
(Maas & Dewey, 2018).

In a study looking at brain scans of males, neurologists found that the brain activity among heavy porn users showed a behavioral addiction,
much like substance and gambling addiction (Gola, Wordecha, Sescousse, Lew-Starowicz, Kossowski, Wypych, Makeig, Potenza &
Marchewka, 2017).

Women whose partners use pornography are more likely to have eating disorders (Tylka & Calogero 2019).

Men who have high levels of pornography use are less likely to get married than are men with moderate levels of use (Perry & Longest,
2018).



6. The more a married person consumes pornography the less satisfied they are in their marriage (Perry, 2016).

How Common is Revenge Porn?

1. 1in 12 U.S. adults report that they have been a victim of ‘revenge porn.” 1 in 20 report perpetration of revenge porn (Ruvalcaba & Eaton,
2020).

2. Women are more likely to be victims of revenge porn than men. Women who experience revenge porn report higher rates of psych ological
problems (Ruvalcaba & Eaton, 2020).

3. 92% of victims of revenge porn are women {(Uhlet al, 2018).

How Does Porn Affect Sex?

1. People who watch pornography experience decreased levels of sexual satisfaction and experience erectile dysfunction at higher rates as

compared to those who do not watch pornography regularly (Wery & Billeux, 2016).

Regular consumers of pornography report lower levels of satisfaction with their sexual performance, questions about their virility, lower

levels of self-esteem, and more body-image issues (Sun, Bridges, Johnson, & Ezzell, 2016).

3. The more pornography people viewed, the less sexually satisfied they are (Wright, Bridges, Sun, Ezzell, & Johnson, 2017). ,

4. With increased pornography use, people have more risky sex, more non-consensual sex, and less sexual inimacy (Braithwaite, Coulson,
Keddington, & Fincham, 2015).

5. Women whose partners use porn are less satisfied sexually, with their relationship in general, and with their bodies (Wright & Tokunaga,
2017).

6. When adolescents are exposed to pornography, they are less likely to condoms if they engage in sexual intercourse. However, if these

adolescents had conversations with their parents about the importance of wearing condoms, the ‘pornography effect’ went away (Wright et

al., 2020).

Men who view pornography more frequently are less likely to use condoms during partnered sex (Wright et al, 2019).

Adolescents who use pornography are more likely to be having sex than their abstaining counterparts (Wright & Vangeel, 2019).

Pornagraphy use leads to sexual dissatisfaction, being more critical of one's body or that of one’s partner, increased pressure to perform,

and less partnered sex (de Alarcon et al, 2019).

10. Sexting is increasingly common among people age 18-29. In that age group, 38% of sent sext messages and 42% have received them,
15% of people have had their sext messages forwarded without their permission (Mori et al., 2020).

11. Men with low self esteem are especially likely to use pornography as a way to over-conform to male norms fike having emotional control
and being self-reliant (Borgogna et al., 2020).

12. The more pornography men view, the less satisfied they are with their partner — both generally and with their sexual relationship (Bridges,
2016).

13. The more pornography a man watches, the more he also watches porn on a mobile device during a sexual encounter (Sun et al., 2015).

14. The more time a man watches porn, the more likely he is to ask his partner to do things he saw in porn (Sun et al,, 2015).

15. The more a man watches porn, the more he has to think about what he saw in porn to remain aroused (Sun etal,, 2015).

16. The more a man watches porn, the more he is concerned with how he performs sexually. (Sun et al., 2015).

17. The more men use porn, the less they enjoy sex and the worse they feel about how their body looks. (Sun et al., 2015).

18. The most common behavior men ask female partners to do from what they learned is porn is to engage in anal sex. Females describe this
as painful, risky, and coercive (Marston & Lewis, 2014).
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Does Porn Cause ED?

1. The more pornography men view the more likely they are to experience erectile dysfunction (Begovic, 2019).
Men who end up having erectile dysfunction from porn tend to start using pornography during adolescence, begin using it daily to a point
where only extreme content produces arousal. Men then reach a stage where they can only be aroused by extreme, fast paced
pornography which leaves real sexual intercourse seeming undesirable. This lack of desirability leads to erectile dysfunction. Some men
then give up pornography to ‘re-boot” and regain their ability to obtain and maintain an erection (Begovic, 2019).

3. Menwho use pornography almost daily have erectile dysfunction rates of 44% while those who use pornography less often have ED rates
at22% (Berger et al, 2019).

4. Among adolescent boys 27% report having experienced erectile dysfunction (O'Sullivan et al., 2014),

5. Among young adult men, 30% report erectile dysfunction (Mialon et al., 2012).

6.  Until recently, rates of ED among men under 40 were low. In 1999, rates were around 5%. This was before the Internet as we know it
made pornography so easily accessible. Recent studies on ED show a rate of ED in men under 40 of 28-33% (Park et al., 2016).

7. 60% of men who are addicted to pornography have erectile dysfunction with a woman, but not when they use pornography (Voon et al.,
2014).

8. Inthe 1940s, less than 1% of men under 30 had erectile dysfunction (Kinsey et al, 1948).

9. Inthe 1990s, with more porn available, 7% of men under 30 had erectile dysfunction (Laumann et al,, 1999).

10 In the 2010's, with Internet porn, 26% of male adolescents and 30% of men report ED (Mialon et al, 2012; O'Sullivan et al, 2014)

1. Inthe U.S. military, 33% of men age 21-40 have ED (Wilcox et al, 2014),

12. From 2004 to 2013, ED more than doubled in the military (Armed Forces Health Surveillance Center, 2014).
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Doctors report that in the 20t century, almost no men under 40 complained of ED. Today, one in four new ED patients are under the age
of 40 (Capogrosso et al., 2013)

Men who consume porn more than once a week have ED levels twice as high as men who consume less than once a week (Damiano et
al., 2015),

How Does Porn Affect the Brain?
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Studies of the brain show that if someone is addicted to pornography they tend to have problems at work and with carrying out matters of
daily living (DeSousa & Lodha, 2017).

Brian science has shown that people addicted to pornography have their past maps for normal sexuality rewired and reinforced by
pornography to prefer more explicit, graphic images in order to maintain arousal (DeSousa & Lodha, 2017).

Brian science has found that the more hours per week someone uses pornagraphy, the less gray matter volume they have in their brain.
In addition, connected tissues that are associated with healthy brain functioning begin to deteriorate with increasing hours of use (DeSousa
& Lodha, 2017).

Empirical evidence shows that the psychological and neurobiological aspects of addictive disorders also happen with pornography use
(Brand, 2019).

Ina sample of older men, researchers found that % go through withdrawal when they can't access pornography (Calvo et al, 2019).
Among adolescents age 12-16, pornography addiction impairs recent verbal memory (Prawiroharijo et al, 2019).

Over time, pornography use re-routes the neural pathways in the brain to prefer sexual images over people (Wilson, 2015).

The more people watch pornography, the more their brains shrink, particularly in the areas responsible for motivation and decision-making
(Kuhn & Gallinat, 2014).

Viewing porn slows down short-term memory (Laier et al, 2013).

Continued, addictive use of pornography, stimulates brain chemicals to tell the body to seek more extreme porn. (Eberstadt & Layden,
2010.

Does Porn Affect Religious Beliefs?

i

2.

The more pornography that parents, particularly fathers, consume the less time they spend talking or reading about religion with their
children. Thus, pornography may threaten the transmission of religious heritage from parents fo children (Perry, 2015).

Porn use is increasing among adults in general, including among those who identify as Evangelical Christians. However, porn use has
remained constant for the last 30 years for those Evangelicals who are most theologically conservative and faithful to their religious beliefs
(Perry & Schleifer, 2018).

The more frequently men view pornography, the less committed they are to their religion. In addition, the more frequently men view
pornography, the less likely they are to hold a leadership position in their congregation during the following 6 years (Perry, 2018).

The more religious men are, the less frequently they use pornography. And the less frequently they use pornography, the less likely they
are to sexually harass women online (Hagen, Thompson, & Wiliams, 2018).

The more religious one's spouse is, the less they view pornography. The study author suggests that spousal religiosity may decrease
pornography viewing among married Americans by promoting greater religious intimacy and unity between the couple, consequently
decreasing one's interest or opportunities to view pornography (Perry, 2017).

The more men were motivated to be religious because it could help their social standing, the more they use pornography (Short et al.,
2015).

The more men and women are motivated to be religious for selfless reasons, with a desire to have one’s beliefs and behavior match, the
less they view pornography (Foubert & Rizzo, 2013; Short et al,, 2015).

The more boys and girls are integrated into their religious group, school, family, and community, the less they consume pornography
(Mesch, 2008).

How Many Christian College Students Use Porn?

1.

Among male students at Christian colleges, 14% viewed pornography monthly, an additional 20% viewed it at least weekly, and 5% more
viewed it at least daily. Only 14% never saw pornography (Lastoria, 2011).

Only 3% of women on Christian college campuses view pornography monthly or more; 80% have never seen it (Lastoria, 2011).

The more that students at Christian colleges report their life is influenced by their religious beliefs, the less they view pornography.
(Lastoria, 2011).

The more that men at evangelical Christian colleges access Internet pornography, the more guitt they experience about their use (Chelsen,
2011).

Men attending evangelical Christian colleges who do not personally identify as evangelical, look at pornography more hours each week
than evangelical men (Chelsen, 2011).

Is Sexting Bad?

1.

One in five sext messages are pictures of children 15 years old or younger; almost all of girls, almost all taken with a webcam (Internet
Watch Foundation, 2015).



2.

Sexters are 4.5 times more likely to have had unprotected sex, four times more likely to view pornography, and about 2.5 time's more likely
to chat online with people they don't know (Crimmins & Seigfried-Spellar, 2014).

How Much Money Do Pornographers Make?

1.

2.

3.

Worldwide pornography revenues were $100 bilion annually (Ropelato, 2010). This is more than the combined revenues of Microsoft,
Google, Amazon, eBay, Yahoo, Apple, and Netflix (DeKeseredy & Corsianos, 2016).

Inthe U.S., the porn industry makes $13 bilion annually. Thatis more than the National Football League, Major League Bassball, and the
National Basketball Association combined (Ropelato, 2010),

Child pornography accounts for 20% of the profits in the pornography industry (U.S. House of Representatives, 2006).

Are Video Games Bad?

Oniine video games often objectify women and represent them in a stereotypically sexual way. Playing such games is associated with a
greater likelihood of committing sexual violence (Burnay, et al., 2019).

Men who play sexual video games are more likely to support rape myths and are more likely to say that they would rape under certain
circumstances (Guggisberg, 2020).

Sexually explicit video games have been shown to lead to sexual violence through imitation (Ivory, et al., 2017).

How Does Porn Affect Teenagers?

—_

L =

Initial studies show that the adolescent brain is more sensitive to sexually explicit material than adult brains {Brown & Wisco, 2019).
Areview of 19 studies found that adolescents who view online pornography are more likely to engage in risky sexual behaviors and to have
anxiety or depression (Principi et al., 2019).

Among adolescents, pornography use increases with age, especially with boys. Adolescents who attend religious services frequently are
less likely to view pornography (Rasmussen & Bierman, 2016).

Adolescents who use pornography are more likely to commit sexual violence (Peter & Valkenburg, 2016; Ybarra & Thompson, 2017).
Adolescents who use pornography are more likely to have disturbed family relationships (Peter & Valkenburg, 2016).

Males who report using pornography during adolescence followed by daily consumption of pornagraphy often advance to viewing extreme
content, including violence, to maintain arousal. Over time these men become less interested in physical intercourse as itis viewed as
bland and uninteresting. Men then lose the abiity to have sex with a real life partner. Some who give up pornography have successfully
‘re-booted” and regained their ability to have erections with a partner (Begovic, 2019).

Boys who view pornography are more likely to be involved in sexting—sending sexually explict messages and images (Stanley et al,,
20186).

Boys' regular viewing of pornography is associated with increased sexual coercion and abuse (Stanley et al., 2016).

In people aged 10-21, continuing exposure to violent pornography leads to sexual harassment, sexual assault, coercive sex, attempted
rape, and rape (Ybarra & Thompson, 2017).

. Adolescents using pornography report diminished life satisfaction (Willoughby, Young-Petersen, & Leonhardt, 2018).
. Adolescents who view pornography become less religious over time (Alexandraki et al., 2018).
. Adolescents who view pornography are more likely to have been sexually assaulted (Alexandraki et al., 2018).

Boys who regularly view pornography are more likely to perpetrate sexual assault (Alexandraki et al., 2018).

. The more frequently adolescents view pornography, the more likely they are to attend religious services less frequently, the less importance

their faith is to them, the less frequently they pray and feel close to God and the more religious doubts they have (Alexandraki et al., 2018).

. Adolescents who are more attached to religious leaders have lower levels of pornography consumption (Alexandraki et al., 2018).

Adolescents who view pornography frequently are also more likely to have relationship problems with their peers (Alexandraki, et al., 2018).
Boys who use pornography frequently are more likely to be overweight or obese (Alexandraki et al., 2018).

. Adolescents who use pornography frequently have worse relationships with their parents, lower commitment to their family, believe their

parents care less about them, and communicate less with their parents (Alexandraki et al., 2018).

. Adolescents who view pornography are more likely to begin sexual activity at an earlier age. This early onset of sexual activity is due to

more permissive attitudes toward casual sex that are directly linked to their pornography use {Van Qosten, Jochen, & Vandenbosch,
2017).

. Asking adolescents if they use pornography has no effect an whether or nat they will actually access pornography in the future (Koletic,

Cohen, Stulhofer, & Kohut, 2019).
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American Library Association (ALA)

The ALA has a list of Top 10 Most Challenged Books. The books on the 2023 list have been
challenged because they contain sexually explicit graphics and/or language, profanity, violence,
perversion material, depictions of rape and incest, and drug use. These books are widely
available in public libraries and schools across ND (see attached). The ALA promotes these
books during a “Banned Books Week” where they spotlight the books and promote activities
and

ways for people to get involved to keep them accessible.[1]

Two examples of these books are Let’s Talk About It by Erika Moen & Matthew Nolan (targeted
for children ages 14 and up) and Sex is a Funny Word by Cory Silverberg (not on the list, but
available in ND libraries and targeted for children ages 8-11). These books contain graphic
images and language normalizing STls and sexting, encouraging and teaching sexual
behaviors, and likening pornography to a “fun, sugary treat.” (LTA/ p.165)

The ALA is not interested in protecting children. A statement on their website says, “The ALA
stringently and unequivocally maintains that libraries and librarians have an obligation to resist
efforts that systematically exclude materials dealing with any subject matter, including sex,
gender identity, or sexual orientation. [2]” Another states, “The American Library Association
opposes all attempts to restrict access to library services, materials, and facilities based on the
age of library users.[3]"

The ALA is not a friend of parents either. As stated in an article from Daily Citizen[4], “instead of
taking parents’ concerns seriously, the organization’s Office for Intellectual Freedom has advice
for librarians about how to fight back against parents who believe certain books might be
inappropriate for children.[5] It dramatically labels parents' involvement “censorship” and “book
banning.” The ALA believes children should be able to check out whatever books they want and

that they deserve “privacy and confidentiality”- including from parents - in those decisions. [6]
[1] Banned Books Week

[2] Access to Library Resources and Services | ALA

[3] Access to Library Resources and Services for Minors: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights | ALA

[4] American Library Association Chooses Marxist Lesbian as President-Elect - Daily Citizen

[5] How to Respond to Challenges and Concerns about Library Resources | ALA

[6] Library Bill of Rights | ALA

This investigation was conducted in the fall of 2024 the top 10 list itself was from 2023 and yet
these books were in the following libraries.

Top 10 Most Challenged Books of 2023
1. Gender Queer by Maia Kobabe
Available in:

Grand Forks Public Library

North Dakota State Library

Fargo Public Library

Minot Public Library

Dickinson Public Library

2. All Boys Aren’t Blue by George M. Johnson
Available in:

Dickinson High School Library

Grand Forks Public Library

McKenzie County Public Library

Bismarck Public Library

Minot Public Library



3. This Book is Gay by Juno Dawson
Available in:

Leach Public Library

Fargo Public Library

Minot Public Library

Bismarck Public Library

4. The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky
Available in:

West Fargo Public Library

Bismarck Public Library

Mandan Public Library

Minot Public Library

Dickinson High School Library

Hatton Public School Library

Hope School Library

Larimore High School Library

Midway High School Library

North Dakota Youth Correctional Library

Iris Swedlund School and Public Library of Velva

5. Flamer by Mike Curato
Available in:

West Fargo Public Library
Dickinson Area Public Library
Dickinson High School Library
Minot Public Library

Leach Public Library

6. The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
Available in:

West Fargo Public Library
North Dakota State Library
Harvey Public Library
Grafton High School Library
Dickinson Area Public Library
Cavalier School Library
Minot Public Library

Beulah Public Library
Washburn Public Library

7. Me and Earl and the Dying Girl by Jesse Andrews
Available in:

Dickinson Area Public Library

West Fargo Public Library

Minot Public Library

Morton Mandan Public Library

McLean-Mercer Regional Library-Riverdale
Underwood Public Library

New Salem High School



Turtle Lake-Mercer School Library
Grand Forks Public Library

Larimore High School Library

Midway High School Library

North Dakota Youth Correctional Library

8. Tricks by Ellen Hopkins

Available in:

Minot Public Library

Center Oliver Library

Dickinson Area Public Library

Finley-Sharon School Library

Grafton High School Library

Grand Forks Public Library

Hope School Library

Leach Public Library

Midway High School Library

North Border-Pembina School and City Library
North Border-Walhalla School Library

North Dakota State Hospital-Health Sciences Library
North Dakota Youth Correctional Library
Northwood School Library

Iris Swedlund School and Public Library of Velva

9. Let's Talk About It by Erika Moen and Matthew Nolan
Available in:

Dickinson Area Public Library

Grand Forks Public Library

West Fargo Public Library

Minot Public Library

10. Sold by Patricia McCormick
Available in:

Fargo Public Library

Minot Public Library

United Tribes Technical College Library
Saint Mary's Central High School
Beulah High School Library

Theodore Jamerson Elementary School
New Salem High School

Turtle Lake-Mercer School Library



Questions and Answers for SB2307

1. What is the primary objective of the proposed amendments to Senate Bill 23072
o The primary objective is to protect children from exposure to explicit or obscene
materials in public and school libraries. This bill aims to establish clear guidelines
on what constitutes explicit sexual material and ensure that minors do not have
access to such content.

Definition of Explicit Sexual Material

2. How does this bill define "explicit sexual material" in relation to publie libraries
and schools?

o The bill utilizes the Miller test, established in the 1973 Supreme Court case
Miller v. California, to determine whether a work is considered obscene. The test
includes three criteria:

s Whether "the average person, applying contemporary community
standards," would find that the work, taken as a whole, appeals to prurient
(excessive sexual) interest.

= Whether the work depicts or describes, in a patently offensive way,
sexual conduct or excretory functions as specifically defined by applicable
state law.

= Whether the work, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic,
political, or scientific value.

o Material is deemed obscene only if all three conditions are met.

Key Differences & Impact

3. What are the key differences between the original bill and the proposed
amendments?
o The amendments strengthen the enforcement mechanisms and provide clearer
guidelines on the process for reviewing and restricting access to explicit materials.
o The revised bill explicitly outlines the role of school boards, superintendents, and
state attorneys in determining obscenity.
o It clarifies procedures for public libraries and schools to follow in compliance
with the law.
4. How does this bill impact the availability of certain books and materials in public
and school libraries?
o Books and materials deemed to be obscene under the Miller test may still be
available but must be moved to sections that are not easily accessible to minors.
o Materials found to contain explicit sexual content but possessing serious
educational, literary, or scientific value would not be subject to restriction.
5. How does this legislation align with existing obscenity laws in North Dakota?
o The proposed legislation parallels existing North Dakota obscenity laws,
reinforcing regulations that prevent the distribution of obscene material to minors.

Definitions & Legal Interpretation

6. How is "public library" newly defined under this amendment?



Questions and Answers for SB2307

¥

8.

9.

10.

o The bill does not significantly alter the definition of a public library but clarifies
its role and responsibilities in ensuring compliance with the new restrictions.
What standards are used to determine whether a material is considered obscene or
explicit?
o The Miller test is the primary standard for determining obscenity.
How does the amendment distinguish between material suitable for minors and
adults?
o Material is assessed using the Miller test, and those deemed obscene are
restricted from minors but remain available for adults.
What eriteria must be met for a book or material to be considered harmful to
minors under this bill?
o The book must fail the Miller test, meaning it meets all three criteria for
obscenity.
How does the amendment redefine what qualifies as "where minors are or may be
invited''?

The amendment does not redefine this phrase but clarifies that it includes schools, public
libraries, and any place where minors frequently gather or receive education.

Implementation & Compliance

LL,

12.

13.

What steps are required for public libraries and school districts to ensure
compliance with this law?

A review process must be conducted to identify materials that may be considered
obscene.

If a person raises concerns about a book or material, it will go through a local review
process, if it escalates to the committee, superintendent or school board level there is
an off ramp to local states attorney who deals normally with obscenity code
violatioms, if necessary.

A diverse review group may be formed to assess the material, or the case may be
referred to the local state's attorney for an obscenity determination.

How will public libraries and school districts review their collections for explicit
material?

Libraries and schools can reference the American Library Association (ALA) list of
most challenged books to identify materials that may require review.

Any books that do not pass the Miller test should be relocated to areas that are not easily
accessible to minors. With proper management, entire collections will not have to be
reviewed.

What procedures must be in place by January 1, 2026, to comply with the law?

Libraries and schools must have conducted a content review and established a
designated section for obscene materials.
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14.

13

How will digital or online library databases be monitored under this bill?

The bill aligns with the Children's Internet Protection Act, ensuring that digital
content filtering mechanisms are in place.

What role does technology play in filtering or blocking access to explicit content?

Al and filtering software will play a growing role in identifying and restricting access to
explicit content in digital collections.

Enforcement & Penalties

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

What penalties are in place for libraries or schools that fail to comply with these
regulations?

Non-compliance with a final determination from the state’s attorney can lead to
funding cuts and potential criminal penalties.

How will the state’s attorney enforce the law against non-compliant institutions?

The state obscenity code will be used to enforce penalties, ensuring compliance with
legal standards.

What steps must a public library or school district take to avoid legal action under
this bill?

If the state’s attorney determines a material is obscene, it must be moved to a area not
easily accessible to minors section to prevent easy access by minors.

How does this bill impact funding for public libraries and school districts found in
violation?

Institutions that refuse to comply with obscenity determinations risk losing state
funding. And obscenity law penalties.

What recourse do individuals have if they believe a school or library is non-
compliant?

If an individual believes a library or school is violating the law, they can submit a
complaint, triggering a local review process that could escalate to the committee,
superintendent, school board at which point an off ramp is provided to the state’s
attorney.

Public & Institutional Reactions
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21.

22,

23,

24,

25.

What concerns have been raised by librarians, educators, and free speech advocates
about this bill?

Concerns include potential censorship, limitation of access to diverse literature, and
subjective interpretation of obscenity standards. All material simply must pass the
miller test.

How might this law affect access to diverse literature and educational materials in
schools?

The bill dees not ban books but restricts those deemed obscene from minor access.
Some argue it could disproportionately impact books dealing with LGBTQ+ themes,
racial justice, or sexual health education. Not true, it merely keeps children from
accessing obscenity only targets material deemed obscenity. If someone is making the
obscene material available to minors, it is not about a group or individual it is about
explicit material to minors, they are subject to the law.

What impact could this bill have on academic freedom and intellectual inquiry in
libraries?

The law only impacts explicit sexual material,

How might libraries and schools adapt their policies to avoid potential legal
challenges?

Libraries and schools must establish clear review procedures and ensure compliance
with state attorney's determinations to avoid legal disputes.

Are there any exceptions to this bill for materials used in educational or research
settings?

No exemptions exist for minors—all materials deemed obscene must be moved to a not
easily accessible to minors' area. This area could be in the same room roped off or
partioned with a rope and signs, or even an unlocked cabinet.

Adults retain full access to all materials, ensuring that research and educational freedom
remain intact,



