
TSE:  Transmissible Spongiform 

Encephalopathies

Group of neurodegenerative diseases

Also called:  Spongy brain, holes in the brain

Autopsy is required to examine the brain tissue 

NOTICE:  According to the most 

widespread HYPOTHESIS 









The causative agents of 

TSEs are believed to be 

prions.

The Functions of these 

normal prion proteins are still 

not completely understood
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There is currently no evidence that 

baiting and feeding of free range 

cervids can be conducted to mitigate 

increases in the opportunity for 

disease transmission.  

  (Rudolph et al. 2006)
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Synthetic “artificial” prions??  

How with no pictures?

gf.nd.gov



CJD has SAME pathology and not 

contagious



gf.nd.gov

Deer that 

have been 

detected 

at 3-4 

years old 

are still 

alive at 9-

10 years



gf.nd.gov

http://gf.nd.gov


CWD-INFO.org

CWD or Pneumonia



CWD-INFO.org

•Experimentally infected via oral 

inoculation of brain

•inoculated directly into the brain

•There are theories regarding 

alternate causes of CWD, 

including bacteria, viruses, and 

trace mineral inbalances 

(nutrition), however the 

preponderance…..

•There are several rare and fatal 

TSEs of humans including CJD 





81,000 magnification 



Nov 2021

All slides are 

labeled fibril



Contact to ELISA technique

Manufacturer

- client must state what is to be 

   detected to create a test

- ELISA techinique does not 

   detect prion

- only universities, research labs,

   Agencies have access.

- no one can purchase.

- testing only done at universities

   State and federal agencies (32)

- information is confidential as to 

   what is being detected (Iowa)
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