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Staff Sgt Miles O, Shelley, Company F, 164" Infantry Regiment

The premier infantry regiment of the North Dakota National Guard is truly
legendary.

When the First North Dakota Infantry was called to service in the Spanish
American War, serving in the Philippines in 1899, nine soldiers earned the Medal
of Honor.

In addition, Battalion Commander John Fraine, future state legislator and
Lieutenant Governor, and Battalion Commander Frank White, future state
legislator, governor, and US Treasurer, earned brevet promotions for bravery and
were later awarded the Silver Star.

The flag carried by the Regiment during that war was adopted in 1911 as the flag
of the State of North Dakota.

When 1% North Dakota was federalized in 1917 for WW1, it was renamed the 164
Infantry Regiment and served in France. [As a replacement regiment, meaning
that soldiers were transferred to, and fought with, other front-line units.

Numerous North Dakota soldiers were cited for bravery. Lt Herman Brocopp, later
assistant adjutant general, earned the Distinguished Service Cross for his calm
leadership under fire.

Young Miles Shelley joined Company F, 164t Infantry, in Carrington, in 1938. He
was 18 years old and probably joined for the dollar a drill and a new pair of boots
like many boys did. The history of the Regiment was well known. By that time, the
buildings at Fraine Barracks and the streets at Camp Grafton were named for
Guardsmen who had earned the wartime respect of their peers.

The 164" was called for a year of training in 1941. During the training maneuvers,
older veterans told stories these heroes to instill pride and esprit de corps within
the unit.

When war was declared, President Franklin Roosevelt distributed letters stating
“You are a soldier of the United States Army. You have embarked for distant
places where the war is being fought. Upon the outcome depends the freedom of
your lives; the freedom of the lives of those you love --- your fellow citizens — your
people.
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As the soldiers of the 164™ Infantry Regiment, North Dakota National Guard,
sailed to Guadalcanal, they knew that they would be the first US Army unit to
offensively engage the enemy - in either theater. Worries about their families
back home, the fear of the unknown, the legacy of the unit, and the expectations
of a President must have seemed a heavy burden.

Different people carry that type of burden in different ways. Miles Shelley carried
it with finesse. He was a natural leader, concerned for his men, and had the
instinct to take control within the chaos of battle.

His legacy is summarized very well by those who served with him. They wrote

Staff Sergeant Miles O Shelley, Carrington, ND, was awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross, the Silver Star, the Bronze Star, and the Purple Heart - the first and
last ones posthumously—as a small reward for the countless heroic deeds he
performed on Guadalcanal and Bougainville. With many of his most heroic acts
unrecorded, Miles sacrificed his life on Bougainville in May, 1944, so that the rest
of the platoon might withdraw unharmed, by calling in artillery on top of him when
he lay helpless and out of reach. “Shelley Field” on Bougainville is named for
Shelley.”

In 1992, the ND Adjutant General hosted a trip to Guadalcanal for the 50t
Anniversary of the unit actions there. |heard their stories of the battle on
Guadalcanal that earned the everlasting respect from the Marines they
reinforced. Later, as Editor of the 164" Infantry News, | met many more soldiers
of the 164™, collected their stories, and talked with their families. The more | got
to know them, the more magnificent | knew they were.

The 164™ infantry Regiment can be called legendary, but it was composed of
individual soldiers whose actions made it so. There are no original North Dakota
National Guardsmen from the 164" Infantry remaining on this earth. It has been
almost 81 years since Staff Sgt Miles Shelley sacrificed his life to save others.
Through his actions, he created his own legacy, while representing his unit, his
state, and his country well.

Naming the Staff Sergeant Miles Shelley WWII Bridge would honor his individual
legacy of heroism as well as perpetuate the memory of the Legendary 164"
Infantry Regiment.
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On Guadalcanal, 15-16 Dec 42, Miles Shelley earned a Bronze Star for providing
the intelligence needed to destroy machinegun positions.
- On Bougainville, 18 Jan 44, he earned a Silver Star for rescuing a comrade under
heavy fire and administering first aid.

o On Bougainville, 1 Apr 44, he gave his life by drawing enemy fire to himself to
B i allow the remainder of the patrol to retreat to safety and call for artillery.

' % He was a first cousin and best friend of 1%t Sgt John Paulson, Co F, who — some 65
years after the war — was still awed by Shelley’s courage and mourned ‘every day’.

“When it happened.... | was just a few members back of him when he was hit; he was lead scout and had just
broke over a small hill when some entrenched Japs opened fire on him; pinning him down. He yelled to lay
down a heavy barrage, the Japs then shot Miles again, no more word of him after that. We couldn't advance any
more due to their position, so we backed off and sent in artillery fire. What a great person he was.”

---Loren Ellis. Co F, Bloomer, WI

1. ARARDS (POSTRTMONS) O© THE DYSTINGTISTRD-gTRVITE CROSS:

By direction of the President, under the rmrovisions o? the
act of Congrese svrroved § July 1919 (Bull 43, W, 191%), e Distingnighed-
sorvios Cross s posthumously swarded by the Commanding General, "nited :
States Army Forces in the South Pacifie Area, to the rollowing-nawed el igted

m L,f'-‘""r

NYLo8 0. SWELLEY, (20711126), Sta®f Sergeant, Tnfantry, Awer-
jeal Divigion, United Stetes Army, “or extraordinarv heroism at Poneainville,
Sclomon Tglands, oa 1 April 1944. Despite the imminence of contasting dne-
in enewy oo hicher croemd favorable to them, and desvlte mot being a menbder
of the lsading platoon, Ser-eant Shellsy coursceously vol'misered to be le=d
scout rother than endanger = leas exverisncod wan. Tn this cepwoity ho ied
hie company up a steep hill and dimcovered the hostile pogitiss. "hils revori.
ing to the platoon leader he wee Tired upon. Tnatead of eweking cover, he
immediately char -»d the enewy alone and unelded, and was werionsly worndad.
¥e lay unebla to sowe but contimued heroica’'~ *o ecall out ewsct Airectiona
for artillery fire in the faes of close-rsngs Tl1“le, machize-gwm and morter
Pire. Comoletely willing to sacrifice his own 1ife for thome of hle eonrudes,
he urged them to leaws him behind snd withdraw, for en grtillery comcenira-
tion wes about to start in the ares where he lsy., Iwmedlately therealter,
Serseant 3helley wap ¥illed by an snemy fire Burst. ¥ollowing the withdrewl
s devagtating barrage was 1aid down by the artillery. Serpeent Sholley's
exemplary courage snd rrest sacrifice were in keeping with the hirhest tredi-
tions of the Armed Forces of the United States, Next of Kias Wr. Deesy
Shelley, Father, Carrington, Worth Dwirote. y

44 The 164" Infantry News, March 2015
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