
Good Afternoon Chairman Lee and Members of the Senate Human Services Committee, 

For the record, my name is Dawson Holle, and I have the honor of representing the great people 

of District 31. Today, I come before you to introduce House Bill 1205—legislation with the 

potential to save lives and provide hope to parents facing unimaginable crises. 

I want to begin by painting two starkly different pictures for you. 

In the first, a maintenance worker hears a faint cry coming from behind a gas station dumpster. 

Upon investigating, he finds a newborn baby—abandoned, cold, and wrapped in nothing but a 

towel. Thankfully, this baby survived. But the tragic reality is that not all stories like this have 

happy endings. Across the country, too many infants are left in unsafe, life-threatening 

conditions because their parents feel they have no other choice. 

Now, imagine another scenario. A mother, overwhelmed by fear and desperation, comes across 

a Safe Haven Baby Box. She gently places her baby inside the climate-controlled, secure 

compartment. The moment the door closes, first responders are automatically alerted, and within 

minutes, medical professionals are providing care. This time, the mother walks away knowing 

she made the safest and most compassionate choice for her child. 

This second story isn’t hypothetical—it is already happening. In states like Indiana, Ohio, and 

Arkansas, Safe Haven Baby Boxes have saved dozens of lives. These are real children who are 

now growing up in loving families, given a second chance because their parents had access to 

a safe, compassionate option during a moment of crisis. 

Why HB 1205 is Needed 

Here in North Dakota, we take pride in being a state that values life, family, and community. 

Supporting this legislation is not just about preventing tragedies—it is about offering parents in 

crisis a safe and legal option and ensuring that no child is left in harm’s way due to fear or 

desperation. 

What HB 1205 Does 

HB 1205 allows a mother to safely surrender her newborn, under 60 days old, to a Safe Haven 

Baby Box. To support the successful implementation of this initiative, this bill originally 

included an appropriation request of $50,000. 

Let me clarify why this appropriation was removed in the House. When HB 1205 unanimously 

passed out of the House Human Services Committee, it was then referred to House 

Appropriations. However, I believe there was confusion between the existing Safe Haven law 

and the Safe Haven Baby Box program. As a result, the Appropriations Committee initially 

issued a “Do Not Pass” recommendation. However, following significant support from fellow 

representatives, the committee reconsidered the bill and ultimately passed the policy but 

removed the fiscal note, allowing charitable organizations to fundraise for these boxes instead. 



Each Safe Haven Baby Box costs approximately $20,000, with an annual program fee of $500. 

The $50,000 appropriation in this bill would have covered the cost of two baby boxes, with 

remaining funds allocated for advertising and public awareness. It is important to emphasize that 

this is a pilot program, allowing us to evaluate its impact before further expansion. 

We Cannot Afford to Wait 

Members of the committee, every day that passes without Safe Haven Baby Boxes is another day 

where a parent in crisis may feel there is no safe option for their child. Every day represents 

another opportunity to save a life. 

This legislation is not just about baby boxes—it is about hope. It is about providing a lifeline to 

parents who feel trapped, ensuring that every child has the chance to grow up in a safe and 

loving environment. 

I respectfully urge this committee to support HB 1205 and take this critical step 

toward protecting North Dakota’s most vulnerable infants. 

I sincerely hope you will consider the amendment to restore the $50,000 appropriation to ensure 

proper funding for this program. However, if you choose not to do so, I understand and simply 

ask for your support in passing the policy itself, allowing charitable organizations to fundraise 

and implement these boxes independently. 

Thank you for your time, and I am happy to stand for any questions. 

 

 

How a Safe Haven Baby Box Works? Watch the video below  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fIui02-Bkc&t=34s 
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