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Chairman Barta and members of the Senate Industry and Business Committee. The
Valley Prosperity Partnership (VPP) is a membership organization led by business
executives — joined by economic development, chamber of commerce, and higher
education leaders - to advance and advocate for shared strategic economic development
opportunities for the Red River Valley region and for North Dakota.

A robust entrepreneurial ecosystem and strong rate of business formation is
essential to any healthy, growing economy, providing the primary sources of innovation and
new job creation.

Many of the North Dakota’s largest and most successful businesses began as small
businesses. Now these businesses employ thousands and have attracted other businesses
from outside the state as part of their supply and service chain. Itis critical that North
Dakota encourages and supports new entrepreneurial efforts by engaging legacy
entrepreneurs, mentoring younger startups, and encouraging the spinout of new
innovations from within existing industry and North Dakota’s universities.

Therefore, The VPP supports the creation of an office of entrepreneurship within the
department of commerce to 1) work to strengthen policies and programs supporting the
growth of entrepreneurship in the state, 2) work with stakeholders and organizations
supporting entrepreneurship, and 3) serve as a point of contact to assist businesses that
have been in operation less than five years, in their interactions with state agencies and,
when appropriate, refer the businesses to other state or local agencies that provide
assistance to businesses.

The creation and mobilization of the office entrepreneurship can be a force
multiplier for organizations throughout the state that provide support and resources to
entrepreneurs and startup companies. This will have a significant impact on our state’s

future economy.



Valley Prosperity Partnership Steering Committee
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President, Alerus Financial*

Mike McLean, Principal
JLG Architects Vice Co-Chair*

Shannon Roers Jones
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Vice Co-Chair*
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University of North Dakota

Paige E. Bjornson, Northern
Region President. Dacotah Bank

Steve Burian, President & CEO
Burian & Associates

Dan Conrad, President & CEO
Blue Cross Blue Shield North Dakota

David Cook, President
North Dakota State University

Tim Curoe, CEO
RD Offutt Company

Mylo Einarson, President & CEO
Nodak Electric Cooperative

Chad Flanagan, Partner
Eide Bailly

Rod Flanigan, President
North Dakota State College of Science

Todd Forkel, CEO
Altru Health System

Shannon Full, President/CEO

Fargo Moorhead West Fargo
Chamber of Commerce*

* Member Executive Committee

Shawn Gaddie, Director of
Infrastructure Management Services,
AE2S

Kevin Hanson, President &
CEO Gate City Bank

Brian Johnson, CEO, Choice Bank, Co-
Chair Valley Prosperity Partnership*

Tiffany Lawrence, CEO & President
Sanford Fargo

Keith Lund, President & CEO
Grand Forks Region EDC*

William C. Marcil, Sr. Chairman Forum
Communications Company

Paul Matthy, CEO
Cass County Electric Cooperative

Pat McAdaragh, President & CEO
Midco

Jeff Melgaard, Vice President
Construction Engineers

Joe Raso, President & CEO
Greater Fargo Moorhead EDC*

Jason Seger, President
Border States Electric

Barry Wilfahrt, President & CEO
The Chamber Grand Forks/East Grand
Forks*

Delore Zimmerman, Executive Director*
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