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Good morning Chair Larson and members of the committee. My name is Melanie Gaebe and | am
the North Dakota Public Policy Director for the Minnesota-North Dakota Chapter of the Alzheimer's
Association. | am here to provide neutral testimony on Senate Bill 2029. Alzheimer’s and dementia
touch our lives as caregivers, loved ones, friends, and family. | usually ask those in the room to
raise their hand if they have been touched by this disease. However, in my time with the
Alzheimer’s Association, | have learned that the majority of the people we come into contact with on
a daily basis would raise their hands.

| was struggling with how to label my testimony this morning. Is it truly neutral? Is it more like
conditional support? I'm still not certain so we are calling it neutral. There are a number of items in
this bill that are a good foundation for providing high quality care to the most vulnerable people in
North Dakota. The point of hesitation or concern about supporting this bill outright, is subsection 3e.
The office MAY provide training for guardians and conservators. Every job | have ever held has
guaranteed training to set me up for success and we owe the same consideration to guardians and
conservators, as well as their clients.

If we do not provide a guardian with the proper training and education, how can we expect them to
provide the highest quality of care possible to our constituents? If you become a guardian of an
adult with cognitive impairment but have little to no experience with Alzheimer’s and dementia,
effective communication with a person living with cognitive impairment, or even the basics of person
centered care, you are being set up to fail.

If that may is changed to shall and stakeholders were able to assist in planning the education
needed to protect their constituents, my testimony could change from neutral to supportive.

Thank you for your time, I'm happy to take questions.
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