DISSENT

 Commissioner 'Randy Christmann
November 20, 2024

Ottertail Power éo. { Montana-Dakota Utilities Case No. PU-24-91
Joint Application for CPCN
345 kV Transmission Line

The Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for Otter Tail Power Company’s
and Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.’s 345 kV transmission line from Ellendale to
Jamestown should be denied. The applicants have not met their burden to show
the necessity for this investment.

This project is one of eighteen being pushed by MISO, the Regional Transmission
Organization where OTP and MDU hold membership. The original application
(Docket #1) indicates the cost of this project to be approximately $440 million. It
_is part of a combination of 18 projects throughout the Midwest known as MISO’s
Tranche #1. The combined costs for these projects are allocated throughout the
region. Tranche #1 is estimated to total over $10 billion.

Among the benefits emphasized in the application are improved reliability,
congestion and fuel savings, improved distribution of renewable energy, and
reduced carbon emissions.

Docket #13, filed June 26, 2024, indicates the cost for Tranche #1 will be about
$5.75 / month for the average OTP residential customer and about $3.15 / month
for the average MDU customer for forty years.

The joint application was received February 29, 2024. An Informal Hearing was
held in July. Commission Work Sessions followed in August and October. During
this entire time the applicants and MISO had opportunities to provide more and
better information.



