
Testimony in Opposition to North Dakota 
HB1255 

Introduction 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today. I am here to provide testimony in strong 
opposition to House Bill 1255, which I believe undermines the values of fairness, equality, 
and justice that our society upholds. This bill, if passed, would have far-reaching negative 
consequences for many North Dakotans and for the state as a whole. 

The Impact on Education 
One of the most concerning aspects of HB1255 is its impact on the education system. The 
bill proposes changes that would restrict the curriculum and limit the ability of educators 
to teach comprehensive, inclusive, and accurate histories. This limitation would not only 
hinder students' understanding of the diverse and complex narratives that make up our 
society but also stifle critical thinking and open discussions in the classroom. Education 
should be about broadening horizons, not narrowing them. 

Stifling Diversity and Inclusion 
A curriculum that does not embrace diversity fails to prepare students for the realities of 
the world beyond school. Students need to be exposed to a variety of perspectives to 
develop empathy, understanding, and respect for others. HB1255 would inhibit the 
teaching of essential topics related to race, gender, and socio-economic status, which are 
crucial for fostering a well-rounded and socially aware populace. 

Economic Repercussions 
The passage of HB1255 could also have significant economic repercussions for North 
Dakota. Companies and industries increasingly prioritize diversity and inclusion in their 
workplaces. By promoting a legislative agenda that appears to reject these values, North 
Dakota risks alienating potential investors, businesses, and talent who seek progressive 
and inclusive environments. This could lead to economic stagnation and a loss of 
opportunities for growth and innovation within the state. 



Workforce Implications 
Moreover, our workforce must be equipped with the skills to navigate and thrive in diverse 
environments. Education that reflects a broad spectrum of experiences and histories 
prepares students to enter a globalized workforce. By undermining diversity in education, 
HB1255 indirectly hampers the future workforce’s competitiveness and adaptability, which 
are key attributes for economic success. 

Social Justice and Equity 
At the heart of the opposition to HB1255 is a commitment to social justice and equity. This 
bill threatens to roll back progress made in ensuring that all individuals, regardless of their 
background, receive fair and equal treatment. It is crucial for legislation to protect and 
promote the rights of all citizens, particularly those from marginalized communities. 
HB1255, however, seems to do the opposite by potentially marginalizing further these 
already vulnerable groups. 

Protecting Individual Rights 
The Constitution guarantees certain inalienable rights to every individual, and it is our duty 
to uphold these rights. HB1255 could be seen as an infringement on these liberties by 
imposing restrictions on what can be taught and discussed. This not only impacts 
educators and students but also sets a dangerous precedent for the erosion of free speech 
and academic freedom. 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, House Bill 1255 poses significant risks to the educational, economic, and 
social fabric of North Dakota. It threatens to limit educational opportunities, damage the 
state's economic prospects, and undermine the principles of social justice and equity. I 
urge the members of this committee to consider the long-term ramifications of this bill and 
to vote against it. Our commitment should be to foster an inclusive, informed, and forward-
thinking society. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 


