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Chair Roers and members of the committee, for the record my name is Michael Howe, North Dakota Secretary of 

State. We are in support of HB 1469. This legislation provides updates to public official statement of interest 

forms. Our office worked with Representative Bosch and the North Dakota Ethics Commission to propose 

language that provides the right balance of transparency without burdensome requirements for statement of 

interest filers. For your reference, the current statement of interest form you all complete is included at the end 

of my testimony.  

 

This bill requires greater frequency of filing for those required to submit statements of interest under NDCC 16.1-

09 to city, county and state filing officers, and expands reporting requirements. For the committee’s knowledge, 

here is a quick summary of individuals who are required to submit statements of interest under the current code.  

• Candidates for: 

o Congressional, legislative, judicial or statewide office (filed with Secretary of State)  

o Garrison Conservancy, Soil Conservation, or county offices (filed with county auditor) 

o City offices in cities with greater than 5,000 (filed with city auditor)  

o School Board offices in school districts with greater than 5,000 (filed with school business 

manager) 

• Every person appointed by the Governor to a state agency, board, bureau, commission, department, or 

occupational or professional licensing board (filed with Secretary of State) 

 

Currently, statements of interest include information for an individual and their spouse regarding employment, 

business or trust interests, investments, fiduciary relationships that may exist, and associations or institutions the 

individual may have a link to. Statements of interest are filed by candidates when running for office, or roughly 

every four years if they remain in office. For Governor appointed offices and boards, they are filed at the time of 

appointment.  
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Section 1 creates a new section in NDCC 16.1-09-02, requiring anyone who must file a statement of interest to do 

so annually while holding office with the appropriate filing officer by January 31 of each year. This frequency 

creates greater transparency as individuals may have changing employment, investments, or relationships that 

could impact them in their role throughout their service.  

 

Section 2 adds a category of reporting for goods or services sold to state government or political subdivisions in an 

amount of $5,000 or greater from an employer, business, or trust in which the filer or spouse has ownership 

interest of 10% or greater in. This is intended to capture and disclose any business of substance that may be 

happening between the filer, or their spouse, and the government body in which the office holder or appointee is 

representing.  

  

Section 3 requires publishing of statements of interest filed with the Secretary of State on our website. This would 

not include statements of interest for which we are NOT the filing office such as counties, cities, or schools.  

 

Chair Roers, members of the committee, I believe this bill provides transparency in a way that is manageable by 

not creating new, unrealistic reporting expectations. It allows for public officials to disclose their interests to the 

public in a transparent manner. And, it provides insights into how those interests may change over time. I ask for 

your support of HB 1469.  

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 



   
 

   
 

 



   
 

   
 

 


