TO: NORTH DAKOTA LEGIS ATURE-69™ LEGIS ATIVE SESION
RE TESTIMONY IN FAVOR OF SENATE BILL 2098
1/16/2025

Senator Roers and committee members,

Good morning, my name is Travis Bateman and | am here representing the Badlands Szarch &
Rescue Service along with the Search and Rescue Volunteer Association of North Dakota. | am here before
you today in favor of Senate Bill 2098 but have several recommendations for this bill as we are of the
belief that it can and should go further.

Regarding Slver Alerts, | wish to share with you two North Dakota stories of very similar
circumstances but with two very different outcomes.

Thefirst and most recent occurred at the end of 2024 and start of the new year in and near
Minot. An elderly woman with diagnosed dementia named Faye Schaefer, 84 and her vehicle went
missing. Weather conditions were typical for winter of that time of year. Her cellular phone was left at her
home. Faye had become lost once before this instance but was located within the city of Minot and
returned safely home.

This time around was different and the Minot Police through the state’s response plan through
BQ and the Highway Patrol issued a Siver Alert as her case fit the current criteria. Faye was known to not
be dressed or prepared for the winter elements so time to locate her unharmed was ever so critical
amidst falling temperatures, especially at night. January 1%, 2025, two young men were out snowmobiling
when they had the extra wit about them to check out a vehicle that appeared to be stuck on atrail, in the
snow. From what | gathered as they approached they observed the driver door open and soon found
Faye, cold, suffering from exposure to the elements, her vehide out of fuel and therefore without heat.
These two young men didn’t know it then, but they had just saved someone’s life. Faye Schaefer was
rescued and reunited with her family. In speaking with the family, given Faye’s condition, she will no
longer be allowed or able to drive and they are afforded the ability to take further steps in safeguarding
her.

Now, let’s go back to November 16!, 2023 to Bismarck. A very similar case, minus a physician
diagnosis, a current requirement of the Sliver Alert criteria at the time. Lloyd Liken, 81 years old and by all
accounts, a hero medic of the USArmy and the Vietnam War left for home after a dinner that night in
northeast Bismarck. Lloyd had become lost in the city twice before but was located by law enforcement
and safely returned home. Like most folksin this state, Lioyd enjoyed his independence and but for these
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Now, | am aware that as of late 2024 that the NDDES has changed the criteria per notesfrom the
North Dakota 911 Assodiation and NDDESdocuments obtained. This does not negate the fact that the
state law needsto be changed to reflect that. The current verbage and practice failed Lioyd Liken, when
under the circumstances presented for that case, it should not have. A Siiver Alert should have been
issued for him, period and that request was denied as it was told that he had not been diagnosed by a
physician to have dementia or Alzheimer’s. That was it Uoyd not having a diagnosis from a physician was
the determining factor asto why the public and law enforcement beyond Bismarck Police was not alerted
to aid in looking out for him and his vehicle. All other criteriawasthere. Photos of him, his vehicle, even
the tire tread was available. Would it still have been helpful given the time delay in him driving from
dinner to his family going by and real izing he was missing, we will never know. However, an alert put out
can be so beneficial, whether it be a person actively observing the missing in real time or an alert bei ng
issued and jogging the memory of an observant citizen or public safety member.

We owe it to our fellow citizens, our elderly, our seniors, our elders. We owe it to those within
the Austism spectrum and other developmental disablilities, to do everything we can to adequately alert
anyone and everyone to be on the lookout for them within reason and within a determined geographical
area based on data and applicable information at hand (such as on foot or by vehicle with a full tank of
fuel) to bring about the absolute best effortsin locating them safely and alive.

The clock is ticking and often times when notified we are already racing against it with little to no
chance of closing the gap. Our state has harsh weather extremes, unforgiving terrain, vast areas with no
human activity or frequency, and endless challenges when there is a search without a defined and
contained search area. A Siver Alert that is not restricted or so selective asto have something of a
requirement like a physician’s diagnosis does nothing but work against the outcome of these cases, BEvery
case is unique for a variety of circumstances but with an alert that has acceptable qualifiersto fit the
human profiles, that iswhat is needed.

The Sliver Alert, Amber Alert, Blue Alert of North Dakota and others still as established in other
states save lives and give each person missing a far greater chance of being located and returned alive
than located and dead.

Some input for wording in the current bill draft:

Lines 11-12, along with individual’s vehicle description, there needs to be added: the individual’s physical
appearance, clothing, or other identification factorsto the extent known.

Lines 18-21. The definition of a vulnerable adult still does NOT work should the same situation asthat of
Uoyd Liken occur again for someone else. The state’s definition of a vulnerable adult is “an adult who has
asubstantial mental or functional impairment.” Add “suspected of” and that would help. The current
definition alone would still require diagnosis by a physician in our interpretation and as wasthe case for
denying a Silver Alert in Lloyd’s case.

Recommended wording for criteriato amend and include in the NDQC, not just in policy, but in the NDOC:

* Heor shewent missing while in North Dakota;

e The missing person is 60 years of age or older;

»  Confirmation law enforcement has received a signed statement from a family member, close
friend, caregiver, doctor or person at a medical facility that verifiesthe endangered person has
an impaired mental condition;
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