Staff Sgt Miles O, Shelley, Company F, 164" Infantry Regiment, WWII

When the First North Dakota Infantry was called to service in the Spanish

American War, serving in the Philippines in 1899, nine soldiers earned the Medal
of Honor.

[In addition, Battalion Commander John Fraine, future state legislator and
Lieutenant Governor, and Battalion Commander Frank White, future state
legislator, governor, and US Treasurer, earned brevet promotions for bravery and
were later awarded the Silver Star.]

The flag carried by the Regiment during that war was adopted in 1911 as the flag
of the State of North Dakota.

When 1% North Dakota was federalized in 1917 for WW1, it was renamed the 164t
Infantry Regiment and served in France. [COL John Fraine, 164 Reg’t
Commander and Governor COL Frank White attended the Paris convention in
1919 and were instrumental in the formation of the American Legion.]

By the 1930’s, Fraine Barracks and Camp Grafton were named for Guardsmen
who had earned the wartime respect of their peers, and streets and buildings at
those locations bore the names of other revered soldiers.

You might say the 164" Infantry Regiment was legendary. It became more so
when it sailed into history as the first US Army unit to offensively engage the
enemy —in either theater—when the regiment landed on Guadalcanal to reinforce
the beleaguered 1% Marine Division on 13 October 1942.

Just 12 days later, the 2 battalions of the 164" were on a perimeter line, adjacent
to the Marines, defending the strategic airfield that the Japanese desperately
wanted. Third Battalion was in reserve. When waves of Japanese threatened a
Marine sector, Battalion commander Chesty Puller called for reinforcements and
the reserve 3" Battalion moved up to the line. Battalion commander Robert K Hall
and Marine battalion commander Chesty Puller walked the perimeter placing
soldiers in the same foxhole as the Marines.

The Army M1 Garands made a difference. After a night of fierce fighting, the
perimeter held. Chesty Puller moved his Marines to the west, leaving 3™ battalion
on location to defend against a second night of banzai attacks. The line held. On
the morning of October 26, there were an estimated 900 enemy dead in front of
Company K alone. The location became known as Coffin Corner. Chesty Puller
was quoted as saying “Those farm boys can fight, | can tell you that much.”
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Miles Shelley was one of those farm boys. He had joined Company F, 164"
Infantry in Carrington in 1938, at age 18, probably enticed by the dollar a drill and
a new pair of boots. In December 1942, seasoned by 60 days of jungle fighting,
Sergeant Miles Shelley earned a Bronze Star Medal for a bold attempt to destroy
Japanese machinegun positions.

At Bougainville in January 1944, Staff Sergeant Shelley earned a Silver Star by
crawling under heavy machinegun fire to retrieve a wounded comrade.

In April 1944, Miles Shelley gave his life so that his platoon could retreat to safety,
for which he received a posthumous Distinguished Service Cross, an award
second only to the Medal of Honor.

| talked with the First Sergeant of Company F at his house in Carrington. Some 60
years after the war, First Sergeant John Paulson cried when telling me about Miles
Shelley, his cousin and best friend. “He was quite a soldier,” John said.

The 164™ Infantry Regiment served over 600 days in contact with the enemy from
1942-1945. They were the first into battle and were scheduled to be the first to
invade of Japan as part of Operation Olympic.

The 164™ infantry Regiment was legendary. The actions of individual soldiers
whose actions made it so. There are no original North Dakota National
Guardsmen from the 164" Infantry remaining on this earth. But they should not
be forgotten. It has been almost 81 years since Staff Sgt Miles Shelley sacrificed
his life to save others. Through his actions, he created his own legacy, while
representing his unit, his state, and his country well.

Naming the Staff Sergeant Miles Shelley WWII Bridge would honor his individual
legacy of heroism as well as perpetuate the memory of the Legendary 164%™
Infantry Regiment.
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MILESO SHELLEY KIA

. On Guadalcanal, 15-16 Dec 42, Miles Shelley earned a Bronze Star for providing
(R the intelligence needed to destroy machinegun positions.
On Bougainville, 18 Jan 44, he earned a Silver Star for rescuing a comrade under
heavy fire and administering first aid.
On Bougainville, 1 Apr 44, he gave his life by drawing enemy fire to himself to
allow the remainder of the patrol to retreat to safety and call for artillery.
He was a first cousin and best friend of 15t Sgt John Paulson, Co F, who — some 65
years after the war — was still awed by Shelley’s courage and mourned ‘every day'.

“When it happened.... I was just a few members back of him when he was hit; he was lead scout and had just
broke over a small hill when some entrenched Japs opened fire on him; pinning him down. He yelled to lay
down a heavy barrage, the Japs then shot Miles again, no more word of him after that. We couldn't advance any
more due to their position, so we backed off and sent in artillery fire. What a great person he was.”

---Loren Ellis. Co F, Bloomer, WI

1. ANARDS (POSTFTTIONG) OF T4¥ NTETTIRGMISI¥N.SURVITE

By direction of the President, under the mrovisions of the
act of Comgrese anrrcved 9 July 1919 (Bull 43, M, 1018), e Digtingnighed-
3orvics Cross ix posthuwously awarded by the Commanding feneral, Mnited
States dirmy Forces in the South Pacifie Arsa, to ths following-nawed smlisted

WeRELS P

MIL"8 0, SHELLEY, (20711126), Sta”f Serveant, TnT=ntry, hkuer-
ieal Diviszion, mitsd States Army, ®or extraordinarv heroism at Pouecainville,
Solomon Iglands, oo 1 April 1944. Desvite the imminence of contectine dne-
in enewy oo hicher osround favorsble to them, and deszvite not being a wember
of the lsading platoon, Ser-eant Shelley couracreonsly vol'mtesered to be lsed
scout rsther than endanger = less exverisncod mam., Tn this cemscity ha led
hie company up a steep hill and discovered the hoetils pogitiée. "hile report.
ing to the platoon leader he wse Tired upmm., Tnatesd of exeking cover, he
imnediately char -od the enewy alone and unelded, and vas sericusly worndad.

He lay uneble to mcowes but continued heroica’l~ te call out ewact Airections
for artillery fire in the faee of cloae-rsnge F!1%le, =achizie-gem anl morter
fire. Completely willing to sacrifice his own 1ife fTor thowe of his covredes,
he urged thes to leave him bohind end withdraw, for en srtillery comcetire-
tion wes about to start in the ares whsre he lay., IYwwedlately thereaftar,
Serreant Shslley was ¥illed by an enemy firs Burst. Tollowing the withirewwsl
s devagteting barrare was laid dowm by the artillery. Sergeent Sholley's
exenplary coursge and srest sacrifice were in keeping with the hirhes® tredi-
tions of the Armed Paroes of the United States., Next of Kimz ¥r. Opesw
Shelley, Faither, Carrington, Worth Duboiz.
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More... Miles Shelley, 1920 - 1944

11, AWARDS OF THE BILVER BTAR: General Order # 529 13 Apr 44

By direction cf the President, under <is provisions of the aoct of
Congress approved 9 July 1918 (Bull 45, WD, 1918), & Silver 8tar is awarded by
the Commanding General, United Btates Army Forces in the South Pecific Area, te
the following-named enlisted men:

17TLES 0. SFELLEY, (20711126), Staff Sergeant, Infantry, United
States Army, for rallantry in action at bougeinville, Solomon Islands, en 18
Jaguary 1944. Under the constant prazing fire of Japaness machine guns, Sergeant
Shelley crawled twenty yards to rescue & wounded comrade. After calmly adminis=

tering first aid while exposed to the enemy, he dragged the inmjured man to safety.
Eome Address: Carrington, dorth Dakota.

1. ATA3D (POSTI 1CUS) OF TEE BRONZE STAR WEDAL; | GO #775 16May44

By direction of the President, under the provisions of [ ecutive

Order, No. 9419, 4 February 1844 (sec II, Rull 8, WD, 1944), a Bronge Star
is posthurously ewanrded by the Cormanding General, United States Army Forces in
the South Pacifio Area, to-the following-named enlisted man

, 45 MILES O. SITLLEY, (20711126), Sergeant, Infantry, United States
Army, for the performance of meritorious services at Guadalcanal, Solomon
on 15 and 16 December 1942, Lfter his bold attempt tc destroy several Japanese
macriine-gun positions with high-explosive charges, he provided information
brought destructive morter fire to bear cn the enemy emplacements. Eometown
Carrington, Horth Dekota,
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The map of Bougainville shows the Americal defensive perimeter during the March 1944 Japanese Counter
* attack. By | April, the 164" was advancing toward Hill 1111. ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USA/USA-P-Rabaul /US A-P-Rabaul-17. htm]
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US Highway 2 within ND is

Jhe 164th Infantry Memorial J{Lq/zwaq

Authorized by the North Dakota 48th Legislative Assembly to honor the members of

The 104th nfantry Regiment, North Dakota Army National Guard. *

 The 164th Infantry Regiment of the Americal Division was the first US Army unit to take offensive action against the "
enemy (in either Theatre of Operation) during World War Il on Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, when they reinforced !Epivneldsfgﬂé? tha;asnuz g::ml:taiy; gﬁﬁgﬁfbﬁ ﬁdgﬁ ?;gllﬂg?m

tbe First Marine Division on 13 October 1042, Men of the 164th Infantry Regiment were awarded the withthe Spanish castle taen fomthe Campign Medla eprsentig serviceinthe Spanish

US Navy Presidential Unit Citation for their part in the battle of Henderson Aerican War. The Philppne nsutection service s Idicated by th three mulets stars)

Field on 2326 Octaber 1942. The 164th Infantry Regiment spent nearly 600 s e
days in combat and suffered 325 killed in action, and 1193 wounded. Regimental soldiers ﬁ?;ntge Eﬁ;&%ﬁﬁﬂiﬁgﬁ:ﬁ g:t%;isgenm the 15t i sl seee

s }7/? earned the following decorations: | Navy Cross, 6 Distinguished Service Crosses, 89 Silver Stars,
_~

199 Bronze Stars, 7 Legions of Merit, 10 Soldier's Medals, and approximately 2000 Purple Hearts. £ ST g
The Regiment also eamed the Republic of the Philippines Presidential Unit Citation. bbbty v SR
Emld'l&lu:dﬂm’]:qﬁ»ﬁmn‘u;m
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© The 16th can trace s ineage to 1885 when the Regiment was organized as the First Dakota Infantry. | g e e e e
® Mustered on 20 May 1898 as the First North Dakota Volusteer Infantry for the Spanish American War and e—— ey A
the Philippine Tnsurrection, m’?ﬂmﬁg‘ﬁ;&mﬂ
® The First North Dakota Infantry Regiment was called into federal service on 18 Juse 1916 for service on the Mexican Border, sy asbice

® Tedesignated the 164th Infantry Regiment on 4 October 1917, it was assigned to the 41st Division for service

in'World War 1, as 2 replacement Division in the Ruropean Theatre of Opexalions.
@ 10411045 - World Warl1 e Locations of the 164th lnhnﬂyleglment Units, WWII

@ Ordered to fedeal service on 1 anuary 1651 for service for the Rorean War, and was assigned to Ft. Rucker, AL, 252 m&mm
training egiment, Individuals transferred to other units for service in Korean Theatre of Operations,
@ “Dishanded" and reorgantzed into Engineer Units in 19%.
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