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CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENTS, APPROVED 

CHAPTER 774 

STATE COAL MINERAL INTEREST EXCHANGES 

House Concurrent Resolution No. 3024, chapter 709, 1985 Session 
Laws, proposed by the Forty-ninth Legislative Assembly of the 
State of North Dakota, amending section 6 of article IX of the 
Constitution of the State of North Dakota, relating to the 
exchange of state coal mineral interests with federal coal 
mineral interests. 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 
This amendment authorizes the board of university and school lands 
to exchange state coal mineral interests with coal mineral interests 
of the United States. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 
NORTH DAKOTA, THE SENATE CONCURRING THEREIN: 

That the following proposed amendment to section 6 of article 
IX of the Constitution of the State of North Dakota is agreed to and 
shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the State of North 
Dakota at the primary election to be held in 1986, in accordance 
with the provisions of section 45 of article IV of the Constitution 
of the State of North Dakota. 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 
Constitution of the State of North Dakota 
reenacted to read as follows: 

6 of article IX of the 
is hereby amended and 

Section 6. No original grant school or institutional land 
shall be sold for less than the fair market value thereof, and in no 
case for less than ten dollars ($10.00) per acre, provided that when 
lands have been sold on contract and the contract has been canceled, 
such lands may be resold without reappraisement by the board of 
appraisal. The purchaser shall pay twenty (20) percent of the 
purchase price at the time the contract is executed; thereafter 
annual payments shall be made of not less than six (6) percent of 
the original purchase price. An amount equal to not less than three 
(3) percent per annum of the unpaid principal shall be credited to 
interest and the balance shall be applied as payment on principal as 
credit on purchase price. The purchaser may pay all or any 
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installment or installments not yet due to any interest paying date. 
If the purchaser so desires, he may pay the entire balance due on 
his contract with interest to date of payment at any time and he 
will then be entitled to proper conveyance. 

All sales shall be held at the county seat of the county in 
which the land to be sold is situated, and shall be at public 
auction and to the highest bidder, and notice of such sale shall be 
published once each week for a period of three weeks prior to the 
day of sale in a legal newspaper published nearest the land and in 
the newspaper designated for the publication of the official 
proceedings and legal notices within the county in which said land 
is situated. 

No grant or patent for such lands shall issue until payment is 
made for the same; provided that the land contracted to be sold by 
the state shall be subject to taxation from the date of the 
contract. In case the taxes assessed against any of said lands for 
any year remain unpaid until the first Monday in October of the 
following year, the contract of sale for such land shall, if the 
board of university and school lands so determine, by it, be 
declared null and void. No contract of sale heretofore made under 
the provisions of this section of the constitution as then providing 
shall be affected by this amendment, except prepayment of principal 
may be made as herein provided. 

Any of said lands that may be required for townsite purposes, 
schoolhouse sites, church sites, cemetery sites, sites for other 
educational or charitable institutions, public parks, airplane 
landing fields, fairgrounds, public highways, railroad right of way, 
or other railroad uses and purposes, reservoirs for the storage of 
water for irrigation, irrigation canals, and ditches, drainage 
ditches, or for any of the purposes for which private lands may be 
taken under the right of eminent domain under the constitution and 
laws of this state, may be sold under the provisions of this 
article, and shall be paid for in full at the time of sale, or at 
any time thereafter as herein provided. Any of said lands and any 
other lands controlled by the board of university and school lands, 
including state coal mineral interests, may, with the approval of 
said board, be exchanged for lands and coal mineral interests of the 
United States, the state of North Dakota or any county or 
municipality thereof as the legislature may provide, and the lands 
so acquired shall be subject to the trust to which the lands 
exchanged therefor were subject, and the state shall reserve all 
mineral and water power rights in land so transferred, except coal 
mineral interests approved for exchange by the board of university 
and school lands under this section. 

When any of said lands have been heretofore or may be 
hereafter sold on contract, and the purchaser or his heirs or 
assigns is unable to pay in full for the land purchased within 
twenty years after the date of purchase and such contract is in 
default and subject to being declared null and void as by law 
provided, the board of university and school lands may, after 
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declaring such contract null and void, resell the land described in 
such contract to such purchaser, his heirs or assigns, for the 
amount of the unpaid principal, together with interest thereon 
reckoned to the date of such resale at the rate of not less than 
three (3%) percent, but in no case shall the resale price be more 
than the original sale price; such contract of resale shall be upon 
the terms herein provided, provided this section shall be deemed 
self-executing insofar as the provisions for resale herein made are 
concerned. 

Approved June 10, 1986 62,240 to 43,259 

NOTE: This was measure No. 1 on the primary election ballot. 
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CHAPTER 775 

BOARD OF UNIVERSITY AND SCHOOL LANDS 
MEMBERSHIP 

1847 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 4005, chapter 711, 1985 Session 
Laws, proposed by the Forty-ninth Legislative Assembly of the 
State of North Dakota, amending section 3 of article IX of the 
Constitution of the State of North Dakota, relating to 
membership of the board of university and school lands. 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 
This amendment replaces the state auditor with the state treasurer 
as a member of the board of university and school lands. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA, 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING THEREIN: 

That the following proposed amendment to section 3 of article 
IX of the Constitution of the State of North Dakota is agreed to and 
shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the State of North 
Dakota at the primary election to be held in 1986, in accordance 
with the provisions of section 45 of article IV of the Constitution 
of the State of North Dakota. 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 
Constitution of the State of North Dakota 
reenacted to read as follows: 

3 of article IX of the 
is hereby amended and 

Section 3. The superintendent of public instruction, governor, 
attorney general, secretary of state and state a~a~~e~ Bfia~~ 

eeHB~~~~~e treasurer comprise a board of commissioners, wfi~efi Bfia~~ 

to be denominated the "board of university and school lands" 7 aHa7 
B~ejee~. Subject to the provisions of this article and any law that 
may be passed by the legislative assembly, Ba~a the board Bfia~~ fiave 
has control of the appraisement, sale, rental,-and disposal of all 
school and university lands, and the proceeds from the sale of such 
lands shall be invested as provided by law. 

Approved June 10, 1986 58,337 to 47,518 

NOTE: This was measure No. 3 on the primary election ballot. 
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CHAPTER 776 

GOVERNOR AND LT. GOVERNOR TERM OF OFFICE 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 4021, chapter 712, 1985 Session 
Laws, proposed by the Forty-ninth Legislative Assembly of the 
State of North Dakota, amending section 1 of article V of the 
Constitution of the State of North Dakota, or in the 
alternative for the amendment of the new section to the new 
article V of the Constitution of the State of North Dakota as 
created by section 4 of House Concurrent Resolution No. 3003, 
as approved by the forty-ninth legislative assembly, relating 
to the term of the governor and lieutenant governor. 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 
This amendment provides 
governor's term of office 
following their election. 

that the governor's and lieutenant 
would begin on December fifteenth 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA, 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING THEREIN: 

That the following proposed amendment to section 1 of 
article V of the Constitution of the State of North Dakota if House 
Concurrent Resolution No. 3003, as approved by the forty-ninth 
legislative assembly, having been submitted to the voters, is not 
approved in the primary election held in 1986, or the following 
proposed amendment to the new section to the new article V of the 
Constitution of the State of North Dakota if House Concurrent 
Resolution No. 3003 is approved at the primary election, is agreed 
to and shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the State of 
North Dakota at the general election to be held in 1986, in 
accordance with the provisions of section 45 of article IV of the 
Constitution of the State of North Dakota. 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 
Constitution of the State of North Dakota 
reenacted to read as follows: 

1 of article V of the 
is hereby amended and 

Section 1. The executive power shall be vested in a governor, 
who shall reside at the seat of government and shall hold a~e office 
for the term of four years beginning in the year ~965 1988, and 
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until fi~s a successor is elected and duly qualified. The term 
begins on December fifteenth following the governor's election. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. The new section to the new article V 
of the Constitution of the State of North Dakota as created by 
section 4 of House Concurrent Resolution No. 3003, as approved by 
the forty-ninth legislative assembly, is hereby amended and 
reenacted to read as follows: 

The qualified electors shall choose the elected state 
officials at a time designated by the legislative assembly. The 
elected state officials shall serve until their successors are duly 
qualified. Terms of office are four years, except that terms of the 
public service commissioners are six years, so arranged that one of 
them is elected every two years. The terms of the governor and the 
lieutenant governor begin on December fifteenth following their 
election. 

If two or more candidates for any executive office receive an 
equal and highest number of votes, the legislative assembly in joint 
session shall choose one of them for the office. 

Approved November 4, 1986 171,766 to 93,220 

NOTE: This was measure No. 1 on the general election ballot. 
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CHAPTER 777 

TAX COMMISSIONER ON PARTY BALLOT 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 4022, chapter 713, 1985 Session 
Laws, proposed by the Forty-ninth Legislative Assembly of the 
State of North Dakota, amending section 12 of article V of the 
Constitution of the State of North Dakota, relating to the 
requirement that the tax commissioner be elected on a no-party 
ballot, or in the alternative for the amendment of the new 
section to the new article V of the Constitution of the State 
of North Dakota as created by section 1 of House Concurrent 
Resolution No. 3003, as approved by the forty-ninth 
legislative assembly, relating to the requirement that the tax 
commissioner be elected on a no-party ballot. 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 
This amendment would remove the requirement that the tax 
commissioner be elected on a no-party ballot. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA, 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING THEREIN: 

That the following proposed amendment to section 12 of 
article V of the Constitution of the State of North Dakota if House 
Concurrent Resolution No. 3003, as approved by the forty-ninth 
legislative assembly, having been submitted to the voters, is not 
approved in the primary election held in 1986, or the following 
proposed amendment to the new section to the new article V of the 
Constitution of the State of North Dakota if House Concurrent 
Resolution No. 3003 is approved at the primary election, is agreed 
to and shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the State of 
North Dakota at the general election to be held in 1986, in 
accordance with the provisions of section 45 of article IV of the 
Constitution of the State of North Dakota. 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 12 
Constitution of the State of North Dakota is 
reenacted to read as follows: 

of article V of the 
hereby amended and 

Section 12. There shall be chosen by the qualified electors of 
the state at the times and places of choosing members of the 
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legislative assembly, a secretary of state, auditor, treasurer, 
superintendent of public instruction, commissioner of insurance, an 
attorney general, a commissioner of agriculture and labor, and a tax 
commissioner, who shall have attained the age of twenty-five years 
and shall have the qualifications of state electors. They shall 
severally hold their offices at the seat of government for the term 
of four years beginning with the year 1965, and until their 
successors are elected and duly qualified; but no person shall be 
eligible for the office of treasurer for more than two consecutive 
terms. 

~fie taH eeffiffi~ee~e~e~ efiaii ee eieetee e~ a ~e-~a~ty eaiiet a~e 
fie efiaii ee ~effi~~atee a~e eieetee ~~ tfie ffia~~e~ ~ew ~~e~~eee fe~ tfie 
~effi~~at~e~ a~e eieet~e~ ef tfie eH~e~~Rte~ee~t ef ~Hei~e ~~et~Het~e~~ 

The board of railroad commissioners shall hereafter be known 
as the public service commission and the members of the board of 
railroad commissioners as public service commissioners and the 
powers and duties now or hereafter granted to and conferred upon the 
board of railroad commissioners are hereby transferred to the public 
service commission. 

The public service commissioners shall have the qualifications 
of state electors, have attained the age of twenty-five years, be 
chosen by the qualified electors of the state at the times and 
places of choosing members of the legislative assembly, hold office 
at the seat of government and until their successors are elected and 
duly qualified. As each of the three public service commissioners 
now holding office completes his term, his successor shall be 
elected for a term of six years. 

The legislative assembly may by law provide for a department 
of labor, which, if provided for, shall be separate and distinct 
from the department of agriculture, and shall be administered by a 
public official who may be either elected or appointed, whichever 
the legislative assembly shall declare; and if such a department is 
established the commissioner of agriculture and labor provided for 
above shall become the commissioner of agriculture. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. The new section to the new article V 
of the Constitution of the State of North Dakota as created by 
section 1 of House Concurrent Resolution No. 3003, as approved by 
the forty-ninth legislative assembly and the voters at the primary 
election, is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows: 

The qualified electors of the state at the times and places of 
choosing members of the legislative assembly shall choose a 
governor, lieutenant governor, agriculture commissioner, attorney 
general, auditor, insurance commissioner, three public service 
commissioners, secretary of state, superintendent of public 
instruction, tax commissioner, and treasurer. The legislative 
assembly may by law provide for a department of labor to be 
administered by a public official who may be either elected or 
appointed. 
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~fie ~aH eeMM~ss~eHe~ ffi~s~ 5e e~ee~ea eft a He-~a~~y 5a~~e~ aHa 
ffi~s~ 5e HeM~Ha~ea aHa e~ee~ea ~H ~fie ffiaHHe~ Hew ~~ev~aea fe~ ~fie 

Heffi~Ha~~eH aHa e~ee~~eH ef ~fie s~~e~~H~eHaeH~ ef ~~5~~e ~Hs~~~e~~eH~ 

The powers and duties of the agriculture commissioner, 
attorney general, auditor, insurance commissioner, public service 
commissioners, secretary of state, superintendent of public 
instruction, tax commissioner, and treasurer must be prescribed by 
law. If the legislative assembly establishes a department of labor, 
the powers and duties of the officer administering that department 
must be prescribed by law. 

Approved November 4, 1986 131,956 to 124,599 

NOTE: This was measure No. 2 on the general election ballot. 
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CHAPTER 778 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF TAX MEASURES 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 4024, chapter 780, 1987 Session 
Laws, proposed by the Fiftieth Legislative Assembly of the 
State of North Dakota, amending section 13 of article IV of 
the Constitution of the State of North Dakota, relating to the 
effective date of appropriation measures for support and 
maintenance of state departments and institutions and tax 
measures that change tax rates. 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 
This amendment provides that appropriation measures for support and 
maintenance of state departments and institutions and tax measures 
that change tax rates are effective on the July first following 
passage unless otherwise provided in the measure. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA, 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING THEREIN: 

That the following proposed amendment to section 13 of 
article IV of the Constitution of the State of North Dakota is 
agreed to and shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the 
State of North Dakota at the next statewide election to be held in 
1987 or 1988, in accordance with the provisions of section 16 of 
article IV of the Constitution of the State of North Dakota. 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 13 
Constitution of the State of North Dakota 
reenacted to read as follows: 

of article IV of the 
is hereby amended and 

Section 13. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
and a recorded vote on any question shall be taken at the request of 
one-sixth of those members present. No bill may become law except 
by a recorded vote of a majority of the members elected to each 
house, and the lieutenant governor is considered a member-elect of 
the senate when the lieutenant governor votes. 

No law may be enacted except by a bill passed by both houses, 
and no bill may be amended on its passage through either house in a 
manner which changes its general subject matter. No bill may 
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embrace more than one subject, which must be expressed in its title; 
but a law violating this provision is invalid only to the extent the 
subject is not so expressed. 

Every bill must be read on two separate natural days, and the 
readings may be by title only unless a reading at length is demanded 
by one-fifth of the members present. 

No bill may be amended, extended, or incorporated in any other 
bill by reference to its title only, except in the case of 
definitions and procedural provisions. 

The presiding officer of each house shall sign all bills 
passed and resolutions adopted by the legislative assembly, and the 
fact of signing shall be entered at once in the journal. 

Every law, except as otherwise provided in this section, 
enacted by the legislative assembly takes effect on July first after 
its filing with the secretary of state or ninety days after its 
filing whichever comes later, or on a subsequent date if specified 
in the law unless, by a vote of two-thirds of the members elected to 
each house, the legislative assembly declares it an emergency 
measure and includes the declaration in the Act. Every 
appropriation measure for support and maintenance of state 
departments and institutions and every tax measure that changes tax 
rates enacted by the legislative assembly take effect on July first 
after its filing with the secretary of state or on a subsequent date 
if specified in the law unless, by a vote of two-thirds of the 
members elected to each house, the legislative assembly declares it 
an emergency measure and includes the declaration in the Act. An 
emergency measure takes effect upon its filing with the secretary of 
state or on a date specified in the measure. Every law enacted by a 
special session of the legislative assembly takes effect on a date 
specified in the Act. 

The legislative assembly shall enact all laws necessary to 
carry into effect the provisions of this constitution. Except as 
otherwise provided in this constitution, no local or special laws 
may be enacted, nor may the legislative assembly indirectly enact 
special or local laws by the partial repeal of a general law but 
laws repealing local or special laws may be enacted. 

Approved March 18, 1987 66,687 to 50,991 

NOTE: This was measure No. l on the special election ballot. 




