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Burleigh County property east of Bismarck has been preliminarily
selected as a site for construction of a storage building and yard.  Acquisi-
tion of the land and construction of the facility may begin by fall 2002.  

Capital projects - In addition to capital projects included in the department’s
aquatic habitat improvement program, the 2001 Legislative Assembly authorized
construction of a storage building and yard in the Bismarck area.  The appropria-
tion amount is $275,000 from other funds.

The program has been implemented as planned.  A program coordinator
has been hired.  The coordinator and other department staff have conducted
a review to identify priority areas for aquatic habitat improvement projects.
Improvement projects are anticipated to begin during spring 2002.

Aquatic habitat improvement program - The 2001 Legislative Assembly
appropriated $951,229 from other funds and authorized one FTE position for the
aquatic habitat improvement program, a department initiative to maintain and
improve the quality of the state’s fisheries.

The program has been implemented as planned.  A program coordinator
has been hired.  Four pilot coverlocks plots are completely finished, and
habitat was established during spring 2001.  Forty additional coverlocks
contracts have been entered into by the agency, and habitat plantings are
anticipated to be completed during spring 2002.  The department anticipates
that 100 coverlocks contracts will be entered into during the 2001-03
biennium, although some of the habitat plantings may not take place until
the 2003-05 biennium. 

Coverlocks program - The 2001 Legislative Assembly appropriated
$1,204,072 from other funds and authorized one FTE position for the coverlocks
program, a department initiative to provide landowner incentives to establish
20-acre blocks of winter habitat and provide a 30-year public easement on the
quarter section containing the coverlocks habitat.
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