
District Basic question asked of parents Results of survey
How many snow days 
in 2023?

How many virtual days 
in 2023?

Average Snow 
Days per year in 
past 5-10 years

Policy or procedure on snow days - Example - use 2 snow days 
first, then shift to virtual....  

Alexander Public School

We have four make up days 
planned. Beyond four days, we will 
go to virtual days. No survey conducted to date 4 0 2 Use four snow days and then shift to virtual. Average Snow Days: 6.31

Barnes County North

How do you think the virutal days 
went and what do you think of the 
scheules?

High majority of those who 
answered like that we have the 
virtual option.  Being a country 
school where all students and staff 
drive to work, safety is number 1 
concern.  Rigourous virtual 
schedules was also a positive 
response.  Secondary students 
follow period schedule and 
elementary have multiple check in 
times, throughout the day. 14 13 Unknown

If a storm is forecasted or bad weather is predicted and devices can 
be sent home with students the day before, BCN will virtual learn. Average Virtual Days 4

Central Cass Virtual vs Make-Up

Most parents are OK with virtual but 
only as a last option after make-up 
days are used.  

3 make-up days and 9 
Virtual for a combined 
12 TOTAL Snow Days 9 4

Our Board wants us to schedule three snow make-up days in our 
calander before we use Virtual.   Our Board feels that "in-person" 
instruction is best for our kids, especially the elementary.  That said, 
when we do go virtual, we expect kids in HS to log in for the period 
their classes are held and teachers activly teach on-line for that 
hour.   Elem and MS have snow day packets that get graded and 
recorded for attendance. 5 year average snow dayw 2.5

Dickinson virtual days

have provided surveys to staff and 
families the last two years, I believe 
it was close to 90% for both that 
wanted virtual over a makeup day. I 
can provide data and questions if 
needed. 0 4 Less than 1

Virtual, but last year we had done so many virtual that we were at 
the point of tapping into our minutes. Virtual work well for a day or 
two, but after two days families, students, and teachers struggle. Of 89 districts # where parents want virtual after snow days Surveyed: 60 of 89 # Yes (super majority) 55 Yes with simple majority 5 No: 0

Divide County School Dist.

Board and Administration elected 
to not use virtual learning unless 
there are no other options Did not conduct a survey

4 snow days and five 
10:00 am late starts 0

Scheduled vacation days will be used for make-up due to inclement 
weather or other Acts of God

Drayton Public School Virtual Day vs Makeup Day Most liked makeup days 7 7 Unknown Use snow days before virtual days

Edmore
Is virtual learning an acceptable 
alternative for snow days

Families preferred virtual learning 
rather than make up days 3 3 2 Virtual replaces snow days.

Enderlin virtual days vs make-up days
utilize make-up days first before 
going virtual 3 5 5

school board decision - utilize all scheduled storm days (3) before 
using a virtual/remote learning day. Of 89 - policy to use snow days first 75

Fordville-Lankin #5
Do you feel virtual learning was 
effective?

Patrons were mostly ok with it, but 
felt we should use the built in days 
first 5 4 Unsure

Using two built in at end of year first, will determine need of using 
other open days in the calendar before going to virtual

Fort Ransom Public School 
District #6 Virtual Days vs Make Up Days

Staff preferred Make Up days, while 
parents preferred Virtual days 4 8 2.8

Use all of our make-up days on calendar (3 days) before virtual 
days are used

Gackle-Streeter no survey 9 0 4.6
 snow days then vacation days then added mionutes to the second 
semenster days

Garrison
My community does not support 
virtual 4 0 2 "1" grace day and make up the rest

Grand Forks Public School 
District

Please select your preference for 
instruction on weather-related 
cancellations for the upcoming 
(2023-24 schoolyear

77.9% of parents/staff prefer that 
Remote Learning does continue 5 3

2 *NOTE: This 
varies between City 
and Grand Forks 
Air Force Base as 
decisions are made 
per district Use 2 built in calendar, then virtual

Griggs County Central #18 Make up days in-person or virtual

In-person by the vast majority. 
Distance learning did not work and 
set our students back. 8 0 5

Make up all snow days as in-person days. Build that into the 
calendar so families are aware of make up days ahead of time. 
Prioritize in-person learning as the best model for 
instruction/learning.

Hatton Eielson School District No Survey, Board Discussion 8 6 2-3 Use 2 built in calendar, then virtual

Hazen

Is your family in favor of the school 
District offering virtual instruction 
during snow days? Yes - 58%  No - 42% 5 full days 0

22-23 - 5 Days, 21-
22 - 3 days, 20-21 - 
0 days, 19-20 - ?, 
18-19 - 0 days 
missed Make up first 2 missed days and then use extra minutes.

Hillsboro

Please select your preference for 
instruction on weather-related 
cancellations 

Families preferred snow days as we 
have time banked, then virtual 
learning option 2 6 3 First storm is grace day, consider virtual, make up days is last resort

Horse Creek
Do you prefer make up or virtual 
days Virtual 1 4 unknown

Virtual replaces snow days - No grace day, start with virtual on 
snow day #1.  considering using snow days first, then virtual second 
for this year

Jamestown Public Schools No Survey No Survey 9 6 1 Use storm days before consideration for virtual

Kenmare Public School Virtual vs. Make Up
88.6% are for virual and 18.4 are 
for snow make up days 0 3 3-4 Virtual replaces snow days

Kensal Public School

Do you prefer to make up storm
with virtual learning or make up
the day?

Parents are OK with virtual days
but most prefer using makeup days. 4 6 3-4 Use snow days before virtual days

Killdeer Public School No survey 6 4 3-4
School Board guidance is to have snow days as snow days and 
then use  "Virtual Learning"

Lakota Public School District 
#66 Virtual Day vs Makeup Day

Prefer in-person learning, but virtual 
can/should be used in emergency. 2 6 Unknown Use virtual days before snow days

Lidgerwood 

Do you feel that our current virtual 
learning plan meets the needs of 
your child?

87% agree with the current virtual 
plan 3 9 3 Exhaust built in storm days, then go into virtual instruction

Lisbon Public School Virtual Day vs Makeup Day Parents Prefer Virtual 4 8 3 Use 3 in-person make up days before using virtual days

Mandan Public Schools
Do you prefer making up storm 
days or having virtual days 87% (over 1200 responses) 6 5 1.5

With 87% of our parents prefering virtual days to make up days that 
is what we will do

Manvel Public School

Do you approve of the virtual 
learning policy as we've used it the 
last 2 winters?

94.6% approved of how we use our 
policy 6 3 3

All our makeup days must be accounted for before we use virtual 
learning. Added a 4th storm makeup day to the calendar this year to 
avoid virtual learning as much as possible.

Midkota

Are families ok with Virtual Days if 
it means not having to add days at 
end of year?

Families don't care for it
but will do it. 3 5 unk - new here

Take 2 first. Save the 3rd for unforseen weather event.  Use virtual.  
Last year, used 3rd day after 2 virtuals in April

Milnor

Do you support Virtual days, or 
would you prefer to see time made 
up in a different way 82% supported virutal 2 8 2

Building in 2 extended days as contract time for staff and 
incorporating community engagement nights

Montpelier School District
Would you prefer make up days or 
virual instruction?

Over 80% were in favor of virtual 
days over make up days 3 14 Unknown

We have 3 storm make up days.  Prefer to use in-person make up 
days first, but can use fexibiltiy to have virtual if conditions warrent 
it.

Mott-Regent Public School
This was done before I worked in 
this district.

Nearly all prefer in person learning. 
Virtual works well for 2-3 
consecutive days at most and will 
be utilized as needed. 8 6 Unknown We will utilize virtual learning if we have to take a weather day.

Napoleon 7 0 3
Use snow days first. Then look at other no school days. Then extra 
minutes.
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Nesson School District

Is your family in favor of the school 
District offering virtual instruction 
during snow days? Yes 85% No 15% (167 Responses) 1 2 Unknown Use Snow Day First, then Virtual

North Border School District 
#100

1. Do you prefer storm makeup 
days or virtual instruction? 2. In 
your opinion, are vitural days 
productive? 

Majority of parents would like to see 
makeup days for their students.  1 4 Unknown

New policy this year: Use the 3 snow days before going to virtual 
learning. 

Northern Cass School District 11 9 4 Only 2 in a row and added back in storm days to calendar

Oakes Public School No survey No survey 11 0 unknown

Makeup 2 storm days. Then use up our hours.  Teacher virtual PD 
on days using our hours.  Our board has voted no virtual learning 
until we are out of hours. 

Our Redeemer's

Would you prefer to have virtual 
days of learning or days off for 
inclement weather? If choosing 
days off, keep in mind these days 
may need to be made up. Off - 98%  Virtual - 2% 0 0

22-23- 0 Days, 21-
22 - 3.5 days, 20-
21 - 1.5 days, 19-
20 - 0 days Use snow days until gone and then create make up schedule

Parshall

Families ok with Virtual Days if it 
means
not having to add days at end of 
year. Mixed feelings on virtual 4 2

Use 2 snow days....makeup days in March (spring break) or Easter 
Monday

Rugby 
Do you prefer make up days or 
virtual days? Virtual Days 3 1 2 Use snow days then virtual days

Sawyer virtual days and having to make up Prefer virtual over a make up day 5 2 Unknown snow days replaced by virtual
Surrey Public School No Survey 2 2 1 Virtual replaces snow days

Thompson Public School 
Do you approve of Virtual 
Learning? 70% approval of Virtual 3 3 2

Use Storm Days before converting to Virtual Learning Days. 2-3 
Storm Days are still in the School Calendar over the last 5 years. 

Twin Buttes Virtual Days vs Storm Days no survey 5 3 3 Snow days fisrt then go to virtual
Underwood Public School Virtual Days vs Storm Days No Survey 7 2 5-7 Snow days first, then go virtual

Valley City Public Schools
Do you prefer making up storm 
days or having virtual days

85.9% of parents prefer virtual 
learning days 4 7 2 We use 2 snow days and then will shift to virtual learning days

Wahpeton

I support the utilization of virtual 
learning when weather (or other 
conditions) require school to be 
closed.

Yes - 88% (228 responses); No - 
12% (32 responses)

WPS was closed 10 
days due to inclement 
weather. 10

22-23 = 10; 21-22 
= 5; 20-21 = 0; 19-
20 = 2; 18-19 = 6.  
five year average 
= 4.6 days

Virtual replaces snow days - No grace day, start with virtual on 
snow day #1.  For 23-24 considering using snow days first, then 
virtual second.

West Fargo Public Schools 

What is your preference for 
instruction on inclement weather 
days. 

50% said virtual, no make up days. 
10% said discontinue virtual and 
make up the snow days later in the 
year. 30% said do a hybrid and 
make up the first 2-4 and then go 
virtual. less than 1% said they had 
no preference. 

0 - we taught every day 
in our calendar. 9 2-3?

Based on the feedback from our survey, the calendar committee 
(per our negotiated agreement) added one makeup snow day for 
the first storm and then we will go virtual after that. 

Williston Basin School District 
#7

Is your family in favor of the school 
district offering virtual instruction 
during snow days? Yes - 78% ; No - 22% 0 4 1.5

We do not have snow days built in, since there is the ability to 
provide virtual instruction

Wing

What is your prefererence for 
making up missed days due to 
weather?

20 % virtual, 80 % in person when 
given a choice. We use virtual as a 
last resort and most parents like 
that option. 10 5 Not sure.

We have a four day week waiver- those Fridays are used first for 
storm day make ups

Wishek Public School Not much in the form of questions

Hearing more and more folks not 
care for virtual.  It's a waste for the 
kids and not cost effective use of 
tax dollars. I did have a couple 
teachers wanting to go full virtual 
for storm days, but they were not 
around during the covid years, so 
they didn't have an understanding 
of all the pitfalls trying to go full 
virtual. a lot 3 2

We will use all of our built in storm days.  We will adjust calendar to 
make up time after 3 days of virtual are used up. Longer days or 
change a day from an off day to an in session day. 

Board and 
Community don't 
support virtual.

Wyndmere Public School
If eLearning would be a viable 
alternative for them for a snow day Majority said yes. 13 11

2-3. 2022-23 was 
an anomly. First two snow days will be made up.

Medina Public School No Survey No Survey 8 0 2.5
Use storm days first, then other school break days, and then extra 
minutes

Yellowstone School District Virtual vs Make up day 58% prefer virtual 4 2 2 Virtual first 2-3 days then make up days

Finley-Sharon Public School
We use the 2 built in storm days 
and then transition to virtual days No Survey as of 11/2023 2 6 3 Use built in storm days first, then shift to virtual days

Edmore Virtual vs Make up day Virtual Preference 2 0 3 Virtual -pick up town kids to attend in person

Center-Stanton 100% prefer make-up day v. virtual 6 2 2-3
use 2-storm days; 1-grace day; make up rest.  Staff fulfill contracted 
days; 

Drayton Virtual or MakeUp 50 - 50 split 2 5 5 Use virtual 1st, than snow days

Drayton CDE 10 students take CDE class Very Costly

Northwood

We have two make up days 
planned. Beyond two days, we will 
go to virtual days. No Survey 2 6 3

Maddock

Grade level of your child(ren)? 
Would you prefer to make up days 
using available days, or use virtual 
learning?

87% of parents and 93%of staff 
supported virtual learning 6 3 3-4 The first snow day is a grace day, then use virtual

Anamoose/Drake Virtual vs Make up day Majority said virtual 4 4 2-3 Virtual

Bismarck Public Schools
Virtual or Storm Make Up?  Virtual 
or Add Days to Year?

70.9% virtual over storm. 90.5% 
virtual over adding days. 5 4 1-2

Grace first, then storm days, then virtual if they come at the right 
time and order. 

South Prairie Virtual vs Storm Day 95% Storm Day 2 0 2
Use storm days to guarentee that we meet the required hours of 
instruction.

Mt. Pleasant Virtual vs Make-Up

Virtual is alright for emergencey 
situations but prefer to have face to 
face instruction. 3 3 2.5

Our Board wants us to have snow days on the calendar and to use 
them as needed.  Virtual days are allowed if we have the necessary 
hours to be complient and are used for emergency type days. Try to 
use snow days first.

Park River Area

We have two makeup days built 
into the calendar. Lead time of 
storms will dictate whether we 
consdier virtual days. No survey 6 3 3

We use a grace day for the first storm day.  We would look to use 
storm days before going to virtual unless we anticipate a multiple 
day storm.
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Turtle Lake - Mercer No survey 7 2 2-3

We build two storm makeup days in our calendar and will make 
them up if we do close school.  Learning in-person is the priority.  
Staff fulfill contract days.

Glenburn Public School
Does your family prefer Virtual or 
Snow Day 72% Virtual, 28% Snow Day 2 3 2-3 Currently use virtual days over snow days. 

Mapleton Public School Virutal vs. Make up day 73% Virutal 27% make-up 11 Snow Days 8/11 4 1 grace day, 2 built in make up days, then virtual 
Powers Lake Virtual vs. Make up day 77% Virtual 23% Make-up 4 1 3 1 grade day, 2  built in storm make-up days, then virtual

Ellendale No Survey

10 Virtual, One Make 
for students and 
another make-up for 
teachers 9 Unknown

We have two make-up days built in calendar this year. With our 
being a 1:1 school, the Board wants virtual learning for extended 
closings. Teachers must fulfill contract days.

Sargent Central No Survey 12.5 0
Average = 5.2, 
Median = 3.8

Three storm days are built into the master calendar. Board policy 
permits two storm days to be missed each school year without 
requiring them to be made up. After the second day, storm days 
are made up at a 2:1 rate until designated storm make up days in 
the master calendar have been made up. Partial days (late 
openings or early outs) are not made up.

Max No Survey 3 2 days Avg. = 2 full days

The school district builds 3 storm days into it's calander each year.  
The 22-23 was unusual year since winter started so early and the 
number of storms that occurred.  The district did use some virtual 
school days.  Prior to last year virtual was not an option in the 
school district.  It is the philosopy of the school board and 
administration that virtual days be held to a minimum.

Garrison Virutual vs. Make up 55% makeup and 45% virtual 3 0 2 1 "grace day" like the past and make up the rest

Leeds No survey conducted No survey many 1-2 Unknown
Board decision to use 1 "grace day", then virtual and reassess if 
gets to be too many virtual

New Salem-Almont

Please select your preference 
when making up weather-related 
cancellations: Virtual or make-up Virtual: 66.7% and make-up 33.3% 7 6 plus 1 make-up day 2

Board's procedure to continue to build in make-up days and use 
virtual and make-up days.

McKenzie County Public 
Schools No survey conducted NA 5 days 4 days 2

Policy now requires use of scheduled storm days prior to use of 
virtual days

Edgeley No survey conducted NA 10 6 3 Board procedure is to contiue to build in make up days before virtual

Langdon Area No survey conducted 2 2 3
Virtural used only when needed and when able to prepare in 
advance

MLS- Mohall No survey conducted Virtual on snow days unless their 3 virtual in December 3 2 Policy adopted on Virtual learning days
are more than 2 in a row, then 
make-up

none the rest of the 
year

Nedrose Virutal vs Make up Day 70% virtual 2 2 1-2 Virtual used when able to prepare in advance

Hettinger Virtual vs. Make up 60-40 2-3 late start/early out none 1-2 Virtual when we are able to prepare, otherwise make up time.

Kulm Virtual vs. Make up 76% prefer to use virtual days 14 12 3
For every 3 storm days, the first day will be made up followed by 2 
virtual learning days

Hazelton-Moffit-Braddock
Board Meeting approved No 
Survey No Survey 7 0 1-3 2 Quality Time Friday, 2 Snow Days, 1 Grace Day, Virtural Days

Dakota Memorial School No Survey; Board approved No Survey 2 late start none 1
Storm days are made up in person. There is one storm day built into 
the calendar.

Surrey Public School No Survey 3 3 2 Virtual when we are able to prepare
Bowman County No survey conducted to date 9 0 unknown Storm days are built into the school calendar
Strasburg Survey currently circulating so far 74% in favor or virtual 7 7 1-2 Virtual when able to prepare

Scranton Public School No Survey No Survey 9 3 1-2
3 built in make-up days, use those first, go virtual if we have time to 
prepare

Dakota Prairie School District
No survey for 2023. Results from 
2022 Majority in favor of virtual learning 11 9 2-4 Virtual when able to prepare. Built in storm days

Maple Valley Public School No Survey No Survey 14 9 unknown 3 storm days will be used first then will go to virtual days 

Lone Tree School
No Survey, Board/Teacher 
Discussion No Survey 

5;  4 days were built 
into the calendar and 
we made up 1 day 0 1-2

Storm days built into the calendar, extending school year if needed, 
declining virtual unless pandemic

Emerado Public School Board Approved, No Survey No Survey 2 6 1-3 Storm days built into calendar then virtual/distance days and plan
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