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I Want to Break Free

How does a legislative
session end? Are we
getting close? Well, at
the end of Thursday,
the 69th legislative
day, 91 bills remained
active, compared to
120 bills in 2023 and
73 bills in 2021.

As the session wraps
up, both chambers will
go through several
procedural and ceremonial actions leading to adjournment sine die,
which means to adjourn without setting a date or time to reconvene.
However, under North Dakota Century Code Section 54-03-02, a motion
to adjourn sine die does not prevent the Legislative Assembly from
reconvening if there are days available within the 80-day constitutional
limit.

Before those final procedural and ceremonial actions occur, you can
expect frequent floor sessions and frequent breaks while the chambers
act on the last few bills. When a conference committee concludes its
business by adopting a conference committee report, the bill generally
does not reach the chamber floor for a vote for quite some time. If
the conference committee recommends an amendment, the bill's
journey from the committee to the floor includes sending the bill and
amendments to the Legislative Council for review and creation of the
draft engrossed version of the bill, creation of a conference committee
report by the committee clerk, and delivery of the bill to the chamber

Employee Spotlight
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Session Statistics

91 Bills Awaiting Final Action
4 3 Bills in Committee

8554 Bills Enrolled
490 Bills Signed by Governor
1,361 Amendments Requested

desk for placement on the calendar. After the
chamber of origin approves the conference
committee report and adopts the bill, the bill is
transmitted to the other chamber for placement
on the calendar. The end of session process is
like driving in rush hour traffic - numerous starts
and stops.

Among the end-of-session procedural and
ceremonial actions are the appointment of
committees to notify the other chamber and
the Governor that the chamber has finished
its business and is about to adjourn. As the
committees begin to conclude their duties, there
will be the traditional speeches from leaders
and the presiding officers, and sometimes, even
a little singing as legislators prepare to break
free from the demands and duties of the 2025
legislative session.
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Austin grew up in Bismarck and earned a bachelor of
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time, Austin and his wife Alandra enjoy traveling,
spending time with family, and being outdoors.
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