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A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact subsection 2 of section 39-06.1-06 and section
39-21-41.4 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to statutory fees and safety belt
usage; to repeal section 39-21-41.5 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to
secondary enforcement of safety belt requirements; and to provide a penalty.

Chair Clemens calls the meeting to order. Chair Clemens, Vice Chair Fors, Senators
Bakke, Conley, Dwyer, and D. Larsen are present. [9:03]

Discussion Topics:
e Seat belts
e Secondary enforcement vs. primary enforcement

Senator Bekkedahl [9:03] introduces the bill and proposes an amendment to it. He
submits the amendment [LC 21.0432.01001] as testimony #1129. He testifies in favor and
submits testimony #870.

Ryan Gellner [9:10], Program Manager for the ND Association of Counties, testifies in favor
and submits testimony #835.

Karin Mongeon [9:33], Safety Division Director, ND Department of Transportation, testifies
in favor and submits testimony #844.

Christa Kovarik [9:43], Trooper with the ND Highway Patrol, testifies in favor and submits
testimony #853.

Josh Askvig [9:55], State Director for AARP ND, testifies in favor and submits testimony
#858.

Andy Schneider [9:56], Sheriff with the Grand Forks County Sheriff's Office, testifies in favor
and submits testimony #854.

Matthew Gardner [10:19], ND Motor Carriers Association, testifies in favor and submits
testimony #881.

Mary Waldo [10:22], ND State Trauma Systems Coordinator with the Department of
Emergency Medical Services, ND Department of Health, testifies in favor and submits
testimony #878.

Dawn Mayer [10:38], Child Passenger Safety Program Director, ND Department of Health,
testifies in favor and submits testimony #875.
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Carma Hanson [10:43], Coordinator, Safe Kids Grand Forks, testifies in favor and submits
testimony #879.

Terry Weaver [10:53], ND Safety Council, testifies in favor and submits testimony #865.
Additional written testimony:

Daryl Dukart, Dinkins Sisters, submits testimony #687.

Gene Ladoucer, Director of Public Affairs with AAA, submits testimony #839.

Kimberly Vachal, Associate Professor/Program Director with NDSU Upper Great Plains
Transportation Institute, submits testimony #845.

Tara Ackerman, National Safety Council, submits testimony #857.
Don Larson, Consultant with General Motors, submits testimony #864.

Steve Blackistone, State and Local Liaison with the National Transportation Safety Board,
submits testimony #867.

Tim Blasl, President of the ND Hospital Association, submits testimony #872.

Mary Korsmo, Executive Director of the ND Association of City and County Health Officials,
submits testimony #876.

Skyler Dutton submits testimony #883.
Scott Hennen, Flag Family Media, submits testimony #884.
Chair Clemens closes public hearing. [10:57]

Senator Dwyer motions to adopt the amendment [LC 21.0432.01001]. [11:12]
Senator Bakke seconds. [11:13]

Senators \"/

Senator David Clemens

Senator Robert Fors

Senator Cole Conley

Senator Michael Dwyer

Senator Doug Larsen

<| <| <| <| <| <|g

Senator JoNell Bakke

Motion passes 6-0-0. [11:13]
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Senator Dwyer motions DO PASS as amended. [11:17]
Senator Bakke seconds. [11:17]

Senators Vote

Senator David Clemens N

Senator Robert Fors

Senator Cole Conley

Senator Michael Dwyer

Senator Doug Larsen

<| z| <] <| z

Senator JoNell Bakke

Motion fails 3-3-0. [11:18]

Senator Bakke motions to approve with No Recommendation as Amended. [11:18]
Senator Dwyer seconds. [11:18]

Senators \"/

Senator David Clemens

Senator Robert Fors

Senator Cole Conley

Senator Michael Dwyer

Senator Doug Larsen

<| <| <| <| <| <|g

Senator JoNell Bakke

Motion passes 6-0-0. [11:19]
Senator Dwyer will carry. [11:20]

Chair Clemens adjourns the meeting. [11:21]

Sheldon Wolf, Committee Clerk



21.0432.01001 Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for \\\(0
Title.02000 Senator Bekkedahl

January 14, 2021

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2121
Page 1, line 1, remove "subsection 2 of section 39-06.1-06 and"
Page 1, line 2, remove "statutory fees and"
Page 1, remove lines 6 through 24
Page 2, remove lines 1 through 7

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 1 21.0432.01001



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: s_stcomrep_08_005
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Insert LC: 21.0432.01001 Title: 02000

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE

SB 2121: Transportation Committee (Sen. Clemens, Chairman) recommends
AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends BE PLACED
ON THE CALENDAR WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION (6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0
ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2121 was placed on the Sixth order on the
calendar.

Page 1, line 1, remove "subsection 2 of section 39-06.1-06 and"

Page 1, line 2, remove "statutory fees and"

Page 1, remove lines 6 through 24

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 7

Renumber accordingly

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 s_stcomrep_08_005
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21.0432.01001 Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for
Title. _ Senator Bekkedahl
January 14, 2021

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2121
Page 1, line 1, remove "subsection 2 of section 39-06.1-06 and"
Page 1, line 2, remove "statutory fees and"
Page 1, remove lines 6 through 24
Page 2, remove lines 1 through 7

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 1 21.0432.01001
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21.0432.01001

Sixty-seventh
Legislative Assembly SENATE BILL NO. 2121
of North Dakota
Introduced by
Senators Bekkedahl, Kreun, Patten

Representatives Mock, Schreiber-Beck, Zubke

A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact subsection2-of- seetion-39-06-1-06-and-section

39-21-41.4 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to statutery-fees-and-safety belt usage;

to repeal section 39-21-41.5 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to secondary

enforcement of safety belt requirements; and to provide a penalty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:
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]
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Sixty-seventh
Legislative Assembly

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 39-21-41.4 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

39-21-41.4. Use of safety belts required in certain motor vehicles - Enforcement -

Evidence.

SHbjeeHe-ﬂ*e-HﬁHtaﬁeﬁs—eHHS—seeﬂeﬂ—aﬁd-see@mﬁg_zq_%_aA driver may not operate
upon a highway a motor vehicle designed for carrying fewer than eleven passengers, which
was originally manufactured with safety belts unless each frentseat occupant is wearing a
properly adjusted and fastened safety belt. This section does not apply to a child in a child
restraint or safety belt in accordance with section 39-21-41 .2; to drivers of implements of
husbandry; to operators of farm vehicles as defined in subsection 5 of section 39-04-19; to rural
mail carriers while on duty delivering mail; to an occupant with a medical or physically disabling
condition that prevents appropriate restraint in a safety belt, if a qualified physician, physician
assistant, or advanced practice registered nurse states in a signed writing the nature of the
condition and the reason restraint is inappropriate; or when al-frent seat safety belts are in use
by other occupants. A physician, physician assistant, or advanced practice registered nurse
who, in good faith, provides a statement that restraint would be inappropriate is not subject to
civil liability. A violation for not wearing a safety belt under this section is not, in itself, evidence
of negligence. The fact of a violation of this section is not admissible in any proceeding other
than one charging the violation.

SECTION 2. REPEAL. Section 39-21-41.5 of the North Dakota Century Code is repealed.

Page No. 2 21.0432.01001
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SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
Honorable David Clemens, Chairman

SB 2121 Testimony January 15, 2021
Chairman Clemens and Committee,

My name is Brad Bekkedahl and | am from Williston and represent
District 1 in the Senate. The bill before you to today is being introduced by
myself on behalf of the coalition representing the Vision Zero campaign. |
am honored to work with them to help save the lives of our family, friends,
and fellow citizens. We all know that seatbelts save lives. Seatbelts are the
single most effective safety device to prevent death and injury in a motor
vehicle crash. The truth is, not wearing a seat belt is already against the law
for front seat occupants and children required to be in approved safety
seats. Yet, every 5 days an unbelted vehicle occupant is thrown from their
vehicle in a crash in our state. And, nearly half of all motor vehicle fatalities
were unbelted in 2019. Statistics prove that a stronger seat belt law in our
state would save lives. North Dakota is one of only 15 state left in the
country with a secondary enforcement seatbelt law.

Senate bill 2121 updates existing state law in two ways. First, it changes
enforcement from a secondary offense to a primary offense. Second, it
changes the requirement from front seat occupants to all occupants in the
vehicle. The original version of the bill before you also has a change in the
fine structure from $20.00 to $50.00. But with the committee’s consent |
have with me an amendment for your consideration that removes that
provision and maintains the fine at the $20.00 level that currently exists.
This confirms that the bill is about saving lives and not about increasing any
revenue stream. The two remaining changes will not only save lives, but will
save taxpayers money, and will cost nothing to implement.



Data shows us that a primary seatbelt law is proven to work. Today we
have an 83% observed seatbelt use rate in North Dakota. While improved
over the last two decades, it is still one of the worst compliance rates in the
nation. However, states that have transitioned to a primary seatbelt law
have seen an immediate 10-12% increase in their observed usage rates,
which could take North Dakota up to a nearly 95% compliance rate, and
correspondingly reduce injuries and save lives!

The primary seatbelt law is not about law enforcement writing tickets, or
even about officers pulling people over. It’s about saving lives. According to
National Highway Transportation Safety Administration data, having a
primary seatbelt law would have saved 5 lives in North Dakota last year. Not
a large number but if a significant number for those families that lost
relatives last year if one of them could have been their family member. Not
only will this bill save lives, but it is known that among drivers and front seat
passengers, seat belts reduce the risk of death and serious injury by 45% and
50% respectively. And for people in front seats of SUV’s, vans, and pickups,
the use of seatbelts reduces the risk of a fatal injury by 60% and a moderate
to critical injury by 65%.

In conclusion Chairman Clemens and Committee members, we must
remember that driving is not a right, it is a privilege and it already has many
regulations and requirements attached to that privilege. And with that
privilege comes responsibility. Just as we have laws that require us to drive
the speed limit, stop at stop signs, and use our turn signals, wearing a
seatbelt to protect ourselves and others should be a part of our privilege to
drive and ride in a vehicle.
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Testimony to the NORTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES
Senate Transportation Committee

Prepared January 12, 2021
by Ryan Gellner, North Dakota Association of Counties

Regarding: SB 2121

My Name is Ryan Gellner, representing the North Dakota Association of Counties.
The North Dakota Association of Counties Support SB 2121.

In North Dakota there are over eleven-thousand miles of county roads that counties are ultimately
responsible for. Counties throughout North Dakota have taken the Vision Zero initiative seriously and
are supportive of updating North Dakota’s seatbelt law to primary enforcement.

North Dakota is one of the remaining 15 states that lack primary enforcement authority for the use of
seatbelts in motor vehicles. A primary seatbelt Law is will have an immediate and significant impact on
reducing motor vehicle crash deaths and serious injuries in North Dakota.

SB 2121 does not cost anything but will clearly save money. Unbelted crash victims have medical bills
50-percent higher than belted crash victims (NHTSA), costing ND taxpayers millions of dollars. Wearing a
seatbelt reduces the risk of dying in a car crash by 45% according to a 2015 study.

Driving on public roads is a privilege, and not a right... therefor it can and should be regulated. Requiring
seatbelt use is no more an infringement on your rights than requiring liability insurance, or being
required to turn on your headlights, or stop at stop signs. Upgrading North Dakotas seatbelt law from
secondary enforcement to primary enforcement won’t create a new law. It will simply allow law
enforcement officers to enforce a seatbelt law just like they do any other traffic law.

The Illinois Supreme Court ruled in the case People vs. Kohrig (1986) that seatbelt laws are
constitutional. The court said, “A law whose aim is to reduce the private and public costs resulting from
injuries and deaths caused by motor vehicle accidents is within the police power of the state.”

You have the power. The North Dakota Association of Counties is asking you to keep us safe on our
roadways. More people die in motor vehicle crashes in our state from being unbelted than any other
contributing crash factor including drunk driving, distracted driving, or speeding (NDDOT).

Thank you, Chairman Clemens and all the Transportation Committee members. Your work on protecting
every North Dakota citizen riding in an automobile is greatly appreciated.

“If North Dakota had a primary seat belt law, more people would wear seat belts and there
wouldn’t be so many families living the nightmare of having to bury their loved ones.”
Quote from Corey Nelson, brother of Kyle Nelson. Kyle was killed in a single-vehicle rollover in
rural Geneseo, ND on November 13, 2014. He was not wearing a seatbelt, was ejected from,
and pinned under the vehicle.



SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
January 15, 2021, 9 AM #844

North Dakota Department of Transportation
Karin Mongeon, Safety Division Director
SB 2121

Good morning Chairman Clemens and members of the Senate Transportation Committee. My name is
Karin Mongeon and | am the Safety Division Director for the North Dakota Department of Transportation
(NDDOQOT). I am here this morning to provide information for SB 2121. Thank you for giving me the
opportunity to address you today.

SB 2121 would repeal section 39-21-41.5 of the North Dakota Century Code relating to secondary
enforcement of safety belt requirements.

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of injury-related death in North Dakota. More people die in
unbelted crashes in North Dakota than other contributing crash factors including impaired driving,
distracted driving, or speeding.

Crash data collected and analyzed by the NDDOT Safety Division shows that over the past five years
(2015-2019), 565 people died in motor vehicle crashes. Of those killed where seat belts apply (excluding
motorcyclists, bicyclists and pedestrians), about 55 percent were not wearing a seat belt. This same data
demonstrates in the chart below the direct correlation between seat belt use and injury severity.
Unbelted vehicle occupants account for the largest percent of fatalities and serious injuries while belted
occupants most commonly receive non-serious or no injuries. (Figure 1)

FIGURE 1
Percent of Restraint Use by Injury Classification
North Dakota, 2015-2019
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An annual observational seat belt study conducted by North Dakota State University (NDSU) Upper
Great Plains Transportation Institute (UGPTI) on behalf of the NDDOT Safety Division shows North
Dakota’s seat belt use rate in 2019 was 83.7 percent. While this may appear high, it’s the 16 percent
who do not wear their seat belts — about 122,000 North Dakotans — who remain extremely vulnerable to
the consequences of a crash. And, this 16 percent of non-seat belt users is contributing to more than
half of North Dakota crash fatalities annually. Also, North Dakota’s observed seat belt use rate has been
consistently lower than the national seat belt use rate over the past 10 years. (Figure2) The national seat
belt use rate from 2019 is 90.7 percent while North Dakota’s most recent use rate is 83.7 percent.

FIGURE 2

Seat Belt Use Rate
North Dakota vs. United States, 2010-2019
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Vision Zero

The NDDOT, along with the North Dakota Highway Patrol, is assigned responsibility for the public safety
of road users. Both agencies take this responsibility very seriously and three years ago in January 2018
launched the Vision Zero strategy to reduce motor vehicle crash deaths and serious injuries in North
Dakota to zero — along with the Governor’s Office and other public and private sector partners.

Vision Zero has been very well-received and has the support and involvement of hundreds of
stakeholders throughout North Dakota working together to apply evidence-based strategies proven to
prevent severe motor vehicle crashes. A Primary Seat Belt Law (PBL) is among the evidence-based
strategies identified in the North Dakota Vision Zero Plan as a priority strategy for implementation
because it will have immediate and significant impact to reduce crash fatalities and serious injuries in
North Dakota. Research shows that states that transitioned to a PBL have experienced a 10-12 percent
increase in their observed seat belt use. (Source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration)

To demonstrate the effectiveness of PBLs, I've included Attachment 1 which shows states that have a
PBL have a lower percent of unbelted motor vehicle crash fatalities.

The citizens of North Dakota largely support a PBL. An annual study conducted by NDSU UGPTI on behalf
of the NDDOT Safety Division shows that 6 of 10 North Dakota citizens support a PBL. Sixty-one percent
of respondents to this survey in 2020 favored a PBL (Figure 3).



FIGURE 3

Percent in Favor of a
PBL in North Dakota
(Strongly Favored +
Year Somewhat Favored)

2016 58%
2017 62%
2018 62%
2019 58%
2020 61%

The work we do in the Safety Division allows us to talk to many people about seat belt use. This has
given us insight that those who do not wear their seat belt are often, at some point, influenced by a
significant life event and begin to wear it. Often, the significant life event is having their first child,
becoming a grandparent, or being in or knowing somebody who has been involved in a crash. The
significant life event impresses upon them how precious life is and prompts them to begin to wear a seat
belt. A PBL will promote seat belt use among those who would otherwise choose not to wear one until
their life experiences convince them to wear one by choice.

Seat belts save lives. They are the single most effective traffic safety device to prevent death and injury
in a motor vehicle crash. But all drivers and passengers must wear them for them to be effective.

Thank you.



ATTACHMENT 1

Percent Unrestrained Motor Vehicle Crash Fatalities by State, 2018

Fine 2018 Percent
State 2009 (2010 (2011 (2012 |2013 |2014 |2015 (2016 |2017 |2018 [Law Type Amount Unrestrained
Fatalities

District of Columbia_193.0% [92.3% 195.2% 192.4% |87.5% 193.2% [95.5% 194.1% [93.6% 195.1% |Primary _ [$50 12.5%
Oregon 96.6% [97.0% |96.6% |96.8% |98.2% |97.8% [95.5% |96.2% [96.8% |95.8% |Primary  [$130 26.3%
Michigan 98.0% [95.2% [94.5% [93.6% |93.0% 193.3% [92.8% [94.5% [94.1% 193.4% |Primary  [$25 28.4%
California 95.3% [96.2% 196.6% [95.5% |97.4% 197.1% [97.3% |96.5% [96.2% |95.9% |Primary  [$162 30.9%
Utah 86.1% [89.0% [89.2% [81.9% |82.4% |83.4% [87.2% |87.9% |88.8% |89.0% |Primary  [$45 31.8%
New York 88.0% [89.8% [90.5% [90.4% |91.1% 190.6% [92.2% [91.8% [93.4% |92.9% |Primary  [$50 32.6%
Washington 96.4% [97.6% 197.5% [96.9% |94.5% 194.5% [94.6% |94.7% [94.8% |93.2% |Primary  [$124 32.6%
Minnesota 90.2% [92.3% 192.7% |93.6% |94.8% 194.7% [94.0% 193.2% [92.0% |92.4% |Primary  [$100 33.1%
lowa 93.1%[93.1% 193.5% [92.4% 191.9% 192.8% [93.0% [93.8% [91.4% |93.9% |Primary  [$128 34.8%
Maryland 94.0% [94.7% 194.2% [91.1% |90.7% 192.1% [92.9% [90.8% [92.1% 190.3% |Primary  [$83 35.6%
West Virginia 87.0% [82.1% [84.9% |84.0% |82.2% |87.8% [89.0% |86.8% [89.7% |90.5% |Primary  [$25 36.2%
llinois 91.7%[92.6% [92.9% [93.6% |93.7% 194.1% [95.2% [93.0% [93.8% |94.6% |Primary  [$25 36.9%
Wisconsin 73.8%179.2% [79.0% [79.9% |82.4% |84.7% |85.8% |88.4% |89.4% |89.3% [Primary |$10 37.5%
Indiana 92.6% [92.4% 193.2% [93.6% |91.6% 190.2% [91.9% [92.4% [93.0% |93.4% |Primary  [$25 37.9%
Connecticut 85.9% [88.2% [88.4% |86.8% |86.6% |85.1% [85.4% [89.4% [90.3% |92.1% |Primary  [$92 39.0%
Texas 92.9% [93.8% [93.7% [94.0% |90.3% 190.7% [90.5% [91.6% [91.9% |91.3% |Primary  [$50 39.6%
North Carolina 89.5% [89.7% [89.5% |87.5% |88.6% |90.6% [89.9% [91.7% |91.4% |91.3% |Primary  [$161 41.1%
Hawaii 97.9% [97.6% [96.0% [93.4% |94.0% |93.5% [92.8% |94.5% [96.9% |97.8% |Primary  [$112 41.7%
New Jersey 92.7%(93.7% |94.5% |88.3% |91.0% |87.6% [91.4% [93.4% [94.1% |94.5% |Primary  [$46 42.3%
Tennessee 80.6% [87.1% |87.4% |83.7% |84.8% |87.7% [86.2% |88.9% |88.5% |90.9% |Primary  [$25 42.5%
Rhode Island 74.7%178.0% [80.4% [77.5% |85.6% |87.4% |86.7% |87.5% |88.3% |88.8% [Primary |$40 43.3%
Florida 85.2% [87.4% |88.1% |87.4% |87.2% |88.8% [89.4% [89.6% [90.2% |90.6% |Primary  [$30 44.2%
Georgia 88.9% [89.6% [93.0% [92.0% |95.5% |97.3% [97.3% |97.2% |97.1% |96.3% |Primary  [$15 44.4%
Nevada 91.0%193.2% [94.1% [90.5% |94.8% [94.0% |92.1% [89.4% |90.6% |91.9% [Secondary|$25 44.5%
Kansas 77.0%181.8% [82.9% [79.5% |80.7% |85.7% |82.1% |87.0% |82.0% |84.0% [Primary |$10 45.1%
Ohio 83.6% |83.8% [84.1% [82.0% |84.5% |85.0% |83.9% |83.8% |82.8% |84.9% |Secondary|$30 45.6%
Oklahoma 84.2% [85.9% [85.9% |83.8% |83.6% |86.3% [84.5% |86.6% |86.9% |85.6% |Primary  [$20 46.4%
Alaska 86.1% [86.8% [89.3% [88.1% |86.1% |88.4% [89.3% [88.5% [90.1% |91.6% |Primary  [$15 46.8%
Arizona 80.8% |81.8% (82.9% [82.2% |84.7% |87.2% |86.6% |88.0% |86.1% |85.9% |Secondary|$10 46.9%
Louisiana 74.5% [75.9% |77.7% |79.3% |82.5% |84.1% [85.9% |87.8% |87.1% |86.9% |Primary  [$25 47.3%
South Carolina 81.5% |85.4% |86.0% [90.5% |91.7% |90.0% |91.6% |93.9% |92.3% |89.7% |Primary  |$25 48.6%
Massachusetts 73.6%|73.7% [73.2% |72.7% |74.8% |76.6% |74.1% |78.2% |73.7% |81.6% |Secondary|$25 49.0%
North Dakota 81.5%|74.8% |76.7% (80.9% |77.7% [81.0% [80.4% |82.8% |79.3% [82.5% |Secondary|$20 49.3%
Maine 82.6% [82.0% |81.6% |84.4% |83.0% |85.0% [85.5% |85.8% [88.9% |88.5% |Primary  [$50 49.5%
Alabama 90.0% [91.4% [88.0% [89.5% |97.3% 195.7% [93.3% [92.0% [92.9% |91.8% |Primary  [$25 49.7%
Arkansas 74.4%178.3% [78.4% [71.9% |76.7% |74.4% |77.7% |75.1%|81.0% |78.0% [Primary  |$25 50.6%
New Mexico 90.1% [89.8% [90.5% [91.4% |92.0% 192.1% [93.3% [92.3% [91.5% |90.2% |Primary  [$25 50.7%
Pennsylvania 87.9%186.0% [83.8% [83.5% |84.0% [83.6% [82.7% |85.2% |85.6% [88.5% |Secondary|[$10 51.1%
Wyoming 67.6%|78.9% |82.6% |77.0% |81.9% [79.2% [79.8% |80.5% |84.8% [86.3% |Secondary|$25 51.8%
Delaware 88.4% [90.7% [90.3% [87.9% |92.2% |91.9% [90.4% [91.4% [91.4% |92.4% |Primary  [$25 52.4%
Virginia 82.3% 80.5% [81.8% [78.4% |79.7% |77.3% |80.9% |79.0% |85.3% |84.1% |Secondary|$25 53.1%
ldaho 79.2% (77.9% |79.1% |79.0% |81.6% |80.2% (81.1% |82.9% |81.2% |85.4% |Secondary|$10 53.2%
Nebraska 84.8% |84.1% |84.2% |78.6% |79.1% |79.0% |79.6% |83.3% |85.9% |85.5% |Secondary|$25 53.3%
Colorado 81.1%(82.9% |82.1% (80.7% |82.1% [82.4% |85.2% |84.0% |83.8% [86.3% |Secondary|$71 53.6%
Kentucky 79.7%180.3% [82.2% [83.7% |85.0% [86.1% |86.7% |86.5% |86.8% [89.9% [Primary |$25 54.4%
Vermont 85.3% |85.2% |84.7% |84.2% |84.9% [84.1% [86.0% |80.0% |84.5% [89.8% |Secondary|$25 56.9%
Mississippi 76.0% [81.0% |81.9% |83.2% |74.4% |78.3% [79.6% |77.9% |78.8% |80.2% |Primary  [$25 56.9%
Missouri 77.2%|76.0% [79.0% |79.4% |80.1% |78.8% |79.9% |81.4% |84.0% |87.1% |Secondary|$50 58.0%
South Dakota 721%|74.5% |73.4% |66.5% |68.7% |68.9% |73.6% |74.2% |74.8% |78.9% |Secondary|$25 63.2%
Montana 79.2% (78.9% |76.9% |76.3% |74.0% |74.0% |[77.0% |76.0% |78.0% |86.6% |Secondary|$20 64.4%
New Hampshire 68.9% 172.2% |75.0% [68.6% |73.0% |70.4% [69.5% |70.2% [67.6% [76.4% |None $0 69.6%

Nationwide

[84.0% |85.0%

[83.8% [86.1% [87.2% [86.7% |88.5% [90.1% [89.7% [89.6%

43.1% |
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Senate Bill 2121
Senate Transportation Committee
Senator Clemens, Chairman
January 15, 2021

Chairman Clemens and members of the Senate Transportation Committee, my name is
Christa Kovarik and | am a trooper with the North Dakota Highway Patrol. Please accept

this statement in support of Senate Bill 2121.

| have been a trooper with the patrol for nearly 18 years and have been a crash
reconstructionist for 13 years. While in high school, | did not like physics and even
wanted to drop out. Many years later, | admit | love the study of physics because
physics tell the story of a vehicle crash. Newton’s Law states that a body in motion stays
in motion until another action acts upon it. Relating that to a crash, think of traveling
down 1-94, at 75 mph. How fast are you going? 75. As it happens in North Dakota, a
deer jumps out in front of you, your reaction is to forcefully apply the brakes; your body
wants to continue to travel at 75 mph—which would mean forward motion into the
steering wheel and then through the windshield. What stops your body from staying in

motion? Your seatbelt.

If you are on a road with a lower speed limit and you are going 25 mph because you're
driving in town, you may think, “I don’t need to wear my seatbelt in town, the speed limit
is only 25 mph”. | investigated a crash where a teenage driver rear-ended a vehicle on
main street. The driver was traveling 25 mph and declined medical assistance. She
was sitting in my patrol car as | was getting information for a report, she kept rubbing
her chest. | commented to her that she must not have been wearing her seat belt, she
responded, “No, how could you tell?” She told me she didn’t think at 25 mph she
needed to wear her seatbelt and would not get hurt if she was involved in a crash. |
asked if she still believed that to be true, and she responded no and admitted that

without it, she flew forward and hit the steering wheel and was in pain.

In addition to keeping your body from forward motion in a crash, a seatbelt also keeps
you inside the vehicle. One of the most common crashes in North Dakota is a one

vehicle rollover. In fact, there have been 5,366 one vehicle rollovers in the past five



years, 177 of them fatal crashes. | have covered numerous single vehicle rollovers in
my career; the reason these crashes most often are fatal is due to the person failing to
remain in the safety zone of the vehicle. The advances in vehicle technologies today
provide many safety features to keep occupants safe; the safety features are designed
to work together, but if you don’t stay in the vehicle, these features are useless. In a
vehicle rollover, the occupant may remain in the vehicle for a full revolution; however, if
the occupant is unrestrained, the person will be thrown around inside the vehicle. As
the vehicle continues to roll, the windows give way and the occupant becomes a
projectile and is forcefully thrown from the vehicle, eventually landing with their body
hitting the ground, distorted, and with serious or fatal injuries. Another possibility is to be
partially ejected and an arm or leg or other body part can get crushed under the vehicle
as it rolls, or worse, the vehicle lands on them. In a personal experience from 2017, a
group of young football players were coming home from a game; the driver got
distracted and lost control of the vehicle. All occupants were not wearing seatbelts,
were ejected and one died and the others severely injured. The vehicle compartment
was completely intact after the crash, and had the three worn their seat belts, they
would have remained in the vehicle and may have walked away with minor injuries.
Often times people will argue that they do not want to wear a seatbelt in case they end
up getting into a crash where they are submerged in water or the vehicle is on

fire. Less than one-half of one percent of all injury crashes involve being submerged in
water or engulfed in flames. Plus, if you are unrestrained in a crash, the likelihood of
having an incapacitating injury that prevents you from being able to get out quickly is
much higher.

The highway patrol works hard to provide a safe and secure environment and we rarely
know the results of our prevention efforts, | want to share a story with a positive
outcome because of seat belts. A motorist, driving a Honda Fit, was traveling north on
Highway 83; the driver fell asleep and started to drift into the median. The vehicle
traveled through the median, vaulted off a median crossover, became airborne and then
rolled end to end. Both the driver and passenger had to be extricated, because both
were wearing their seatbelts, they only sustained minor, non-debilitating injuries. There

are photos of this crash following my remarks.



In conclusion, over nearly 18 years with the North Dakota Highway Patrol, | have seen
many crashes; including fatal crashes or crashes where someone is paralyzed because
they were ejected. In the vast majority of these crashes, if the motorist would have been
wearing their seat belt at the time of the crash, they would have remained in the car or
remained safely in their seat and they would be alive today, or in the case of those
paralyzed, be walking today. | have also seen many ‘wonder’ crashes in my career: the
crashes where | wonder how the occupants survived, how a vehicle is so mangled yet
the driver compartment is intact and the driver survived, the answer: they were wearing
a seatbelt. | have assisted in more than enough fatal crashes, where | must be the face
associated with delivering bad news. So many would not have happened, with the

simple act of buckling up.

| have shared only a few stories with you. Truth is, every single one of our officers
could share these same stories one right after another. | appreciate the opportunity to

stand before you today. | would be happy to answer any questions you may have.
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Josh Askvig, AARP North Dakota
jaskvig@aarp.org — (701) 355-3642

Chairman Clemens and members of the Senate Transportation Committee, my
name is Josh Askvig, State Director for AARP North Dakota. | appreciate your time
today.

Before | get into our support for this bill, I'd like to spend just a moment
reminding you who we are and why we are here. AARP is a nonpartisan,
nonprofit, nationwide organization with nearly 38 million members. 86,000 of
those members live in North Dakota — a staggering number when you consider
the overall population of our state.

Our story dates back 60 years, to when our founder, Dr. Ethel Percy Andrus found
a former colleague of hers living in a chicken coop. | know we talk about that
often, but we think it says a lot about why we fight for what we do. A lot of issues
touch older Americans and their ability to live safe, independent and healthy lives.
Most of our work fits into three areas; helping people choose where they live,
remain financially secure and access affordable health care.

AARP North Dakota is supporting a “Primary Belt Law” to enhance seat belt use
among North Dakota drivers to reduce crash-related deaths. AARP at the State
and local levels supports the efforts of Vision Zero to reduce deaths on our
roadways. We have participated in a broad working group that consists of safety
advocates, county officials, legislators, and law enforcement to evaluate and
propose measures to enhance safe driving.

As some of you know, AARP also has volunteers who teach AARP Smart Driver
Courses across the country and a number here in North Dakota aimed at helping


mailto:jaskvig@aarp.org

older drivers stay safe on the road. According to the National Safety Council, seat
belts save lives. They are the single most effective traffic safety device to prevent
death and injury in a motor vehicle crash. That’s why one of the important parts
of that course is the section on safety. The first point on safety is devoted to
safety belts and the importance of wearing them every time, no matter the
distance. SB 2121 works toward decreasing motor vehicle crash deaths in North
Dakota and research shows other states that have implemented such a law have
seen crash deaths decrease.

Thank you for listening and we urge you to give SB 2121 a DO Pass
Recommendation.
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To: Transportation Committee Members
From: Sheriff Andy Schneider

Date: January 15", 2021

RE: SB 2121

Dear Transportation Committee members,

My name is Andy Schneider, and | have the privilege of being the Sheriff of Grand Forks County. |
come before you today to give testimony regarding why I am in favor of SB 2121.

» Conversations about personal freedoms. Driving is not a right, it is a privilege granted by the
State.

No driver is immune from being involved in a crash, nor can they completely control avoiding
crashes.

Persons’ choices to not buckle up do not effect only that individual and their loved ones.
Personal and professional experiences responding to crashes where persons were and were not
buckled

Emotional impact on emergency responders.

Financial impact on agencies for days off for responding officers (recovery from critical
incidents). Cost for visits to Psychologists, return to work verification.

Temporary impact on staffing.

Implementation of new equipment and traffic violation laws has not resulted in exponential
growth in citations for that offense.

Agency has daily operations.

YV VYV VV VV V

I sincerely thank you for your time and consideration today. | am available at any time of day to further
discuss this important bill with any and all of you.

Andy Schneider

Sheriff

Grand Forks County
701-741-2269
Andrew.schneider@gfcounty.org
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NORTH DAKOTA MOTOR CARRIERS ASSOCIATION

January 14, 2021

Senate Transportation Committee
Senate Bill 2121

Chairman Clemens members of the Senate Transportation Committee my name is Matt Gardner and |
am here representing the North Dakota Motor Carriers Association (NDMCA). NDMCA supports SB 2121.

The trucking industry is critical in transporting freight nationally and internationally. North Dakota
trucking companies transport over 37,000 tons of freight per day.

NDMCA mission statement is “To Promote Highway Safety, Deliver Services and Provide Representation
for Our Members”.

Currently, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations require commercial motor vehicle drivers to
wear safety belts. It is estimated that there is 86% compliance for drives wearing their safety belts. This
expanded to their passengers in 2016. Although this bill would not directly affect the trucking industry,
safety of all users on our roads is a top priority for NDMCA.

NDMCA’s Board of Directors approved policy statements include support of a primary safety belt law.
NDMCA asks for a do pass recommendation from the Senate Transportation Committee.

P.O. Box 874 # Bismarck, ND 58502-0874 ¢ 701-223-2700 ¢ ga@ndmca.org ¢ www.ndmca.org
To Promote and Represent the Motor Carrier Industry in North Dakota
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OkO'I'O l Health Transportation Committee
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Good morning Chairman Clemens and members of the Senate Transportation
Committee. My name is Mary Waldo and | am the North Dakota State Trauma
Systems Coordinator for the North Dakota Department of Health (NDDoH).
Joining me is Dawn Mayer, the Child Passenger Safety Program Director for the
NDDoH. We are here to testify in support of Senate Bill 2121.

Prior to my current role as the State Trauma Systems Coordinator, | served the
public for eight years as a Registered Nurse (RN) in one of North Dakota's
busiest emergency and trauma centers. Prior to that, | spent several years
volunteering on a rural North Dakota ambulance service as an Emergency
Medical Technician (EMT). | don't remember all of the patients I've lost over the
years, but | do remember those whose lives ended because they did not wear a
seatbelt.

For those of us who work in emergency medicine, whether pre-hospital or in
an emergency department, the overwhelming sense of loss that comes with a
preventable death lingers, sometimes for years. This emotional toll weighs
heavily on the minds of emergency workers throughout the state, many of
them volunteers in their rural communities, and it is often the reason that a
great nurse or paramedic ultimately burns out and chooses a different career.

In North Dakota, every 11 days an unbelted vehicle passenger dies. Further, in
2020, nearly 70% of all motor vehicle fatalities were from unbelted occupants.
Many of these are preventable deaths.

In addition to the financial and societal costs associated with unbelted crash
victims, there is a significant and long-lasting emotional toll placed on our
valuable emergency workers.

Primary seatbelt laws work and the majority of North Dakotans support a
primary seatbelt law. In 2020, results of a statewide survey showed that 61% of
North Dakotans favored a primary seatbelt law.



Thank you for the opportunity to share my testimony. Dawn Mayer will now
provide testimony.

Good morning Chairman Clemens and members of the Senate Transportation
Committee. As previously stated, my name is Dawn Mayer and | am the Child
Passenger Safety Program Director for the NDDoH.

As part of my job, | coordinate child passenger safety training statewide for
professionals; as part of that training, we teach the benefits of occupant
restraint systems.

According to the National Safety Council, seat belts are the single most
effective traffic safety device to prevent death and injury in a motor vehicle
crash. Seat belts protect you by:

e Keeping you in the vehicle. This is important, as you are 25 times more likely
to be killed if you're thrown from a vehicle during a crash.

e Keeping you in control of your vehicle if you are forced to swerve or brake
suddenly.

e Spreading the force of impact over a large surface area and the strongest
parts of the body - your bones.

e Allowing your body to slow down gradually, lessening the impact on
internal organs.

e Preventing impact with the interior of the vehicle, such as the steering
wheel, dash or windshield, which increases your chance of remaining
conscious after a crash.

e Preventing trauma to the brain and spinal cord caused by sudden change in
motion.

e Preventing collision with other occupants of the vehicle. If you don't wear a
seat belt and are involved in a crash, other occupants in the vehicle are at
risk of injury from you hitting them.

One death on North Dakota roads is too many. A primary seat belt law is an
evidence-based strategy to help move North Dakota toward zero motor
vehicle crash deaths. These deaths are preventable. To prevent death from
motor vehicle crashes, everybody needs to wear a seat belt - every trip, every
time.



The North Dakota Department of Health is pleased to be partnering with the
North Dakota Department of Transportation and the North Dakota Highway
Patrol on the Vision Zero initiative and is committed to reducing motor vehicle
crash deaths and serious injuries to North Dakotans.

This concludes our testimony. We are happy to answer any questions you may
have.
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Good morning Chairman Clemens and members of the Senate Transportation
Committee. My name is Mary Waldo and | am the North Dakota State Trauma
Systems Coordinator for the North Dakota Department of Health (NDDoH).
Joining me is Dawn Mayer, the Child Passenger Safety Program Director for the
NDDoH. We are here to testify in support of Senate Bill 2121.

Prior to my current role as the State Trauma Systems Coordinator, | served the
public for eight years as a Registered Nurse (RN) in one of North Dakota's
busiest emergency and trauma centers. Prior to that, | spent several years
volunteering on a rural North Dakota ambulance service as an Emergency
Medical Technician (EMT). | don't remember all of the patients I've lost over the
years, but | do remember those whose lives ended because they did not wear a
seatbelt.

For those of us who work in emergency medicine, whether pre-hospital or in
an emergency department, the overwhelming sense of loss that comes with a
preventable death lingers, sometimes for years. This emotional toll weighs
heavily on the minds of emergency workers throughout the state, many of
them volunteers in their rural communities, and it is often the reason that a
great nurse or paramedic ultimately burns out and chooses a different career.

In North Dakota, every 11 days an unbelted vehicle passenger dies. Further, in
2020, nearly 70% of all motor vehicle fatalities were from unbelted occupants.
Many of these are preventable deaths.

In addition to the financial and societal costs associated with unbelted crash
victims, there is a significant and long-lasting emotional toll placed on our
valuable emergency workers.

Primary seatbelt laws work and the majority of North Dakotans support a
primary seatbelt law. In 2020, results of a statewide survey showed that 61% of
North Dakotans favored a primary seatbelt law.



Thank you for the opportunity to share my testimony. Dawn Mayer will now
provide testimony.

Good morning Chairman Clemens and members of the Senate Transportation
Committee. As previously stated, my name is Dawn Mayer and | am the Child
Passenger Safety Program Director for the NDDoH.

As part of my job, | coordinate child passenger safety training statewide for
professionals; as part of that training, we teach the benefits of occupant
restraint systems.

According to the National Safety Council, seat belts are the single most
effective traffic safety device to prevent death and injury in a motor vehicle
crash. Seat belts protect you by:

e Keeping you in the vehicle. This is important, as you are 25 times more likely
to be killed if you're thrown from a vehicle during a crash.

e Keeping you in control of your vehicle if you are forced to swerve or brake
suddenly.

e Spreading the force of impact over a large surface area and the strongest
parts of the body - your bones.

e Allowing your body to slow down gradually, lessening the impact on
internal organs.

e Preventing impact with the interior of the vehicle, such as the steering
wheel, dash or windshield, which increases your chance of remaining
conscious after a crash.

e Preventing trauma to the brain and spinal cord caused by sudden change in
motion.

e Preventing collision with other occupants of the vehicle. If you don't wear a
seat belt and are involved in a crash, other occupants in the vehicle are at
risk of injury from you hitting them.

One death on North Dakota roads is too many. A primary seat belt law is an
evidence-based strategy to help move North Dakota toward zero motor
vehicle crash deaths. These deaths are preventable. To prevent death from
motor vehicle crashes, everybody needs to wear a seat belt - every trip, every
time.



The North Dakota Department of Health is pleased to be partnering with the
North Dakota Department of Transportation and the North Dakota Highway
Patrol on the Vision Zero initiative and is committed to reducing motor vehicle
crash deaths and serious injuries to North Dakotans.

This concludes our testimony. We are happy to answer any questions you may
have.
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Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee, my name is Carma Hanson. | am the
Coordinator of Safe Kids Grand Forks, an injury prevention coalition that covers
northeast North Dakota and northwest Minnesota. Altru Health System is the lead
agency for our coalition and our membership consists of over 200 businesses,
agencies, individuals, service clubs and community members who come together under
the umbrella of injury prevention for children. | am also a certified child passenger safety
technician (car seat expert) and have spent much of my career implementing effective
strategies that prevent unintentional injuries and deaths, particularly in children.

Over the years, | have been a part of the statewide group of experts that gather
routinely to create the North Dakota Vision Zero Plan. This plan is required by the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and is spearheaded by the North Dakota
Department of Transportation. It includes members from several state agencies who are
charged with making our North Dakota roadways safer and reducing traffic injuries and
fatalities and reducing costs to taxpayers. In the past, experts have come together from
areas such as law enforcement, traffic engineers, metropolitan planning organizations,
county agencies, child passenger safety, emergency medical providers and others to
create a strategy for making our North Dakota roadways safer. When our team gathers,
we create a plan hoping to mirror the evidence-based outcomes proven successful in
other states — things that we know work.

From results seen in other states that have implemented a primary belt law (currently
there are 34 other states that have them) we know that a primary seat belt bill is a
proven effective strategy in reducing traffic injuries and fatalities and decreasing costs to
state agencies and funding sources such as Medicaid and Workforce Safety &
Insurance. In fact, enacting a primary seat belt bill has been a part of our Vision Zero
plan for many years and we need the help of our North Dakota legislature to carry out
that strategy, one that will have significant lives saved and economic cost reductions. At
a time in our state when we need to evaluate cost savings from all angels, this is an
area in which we can see a cost savings with NO cost to implement and no services
being cut. Let’s dig further into those opportunities:

USAGE DATA:
« On average, North Dakota’s seat belt usage is about 83%, placing us as the 7" lowest
state in the nation for seat belt use; this is not a statistic to be proud of. That seat belt



usage rate leaves 122,000 citizens unprotected in their vehicles and this 16% is
contributing to over half of the deaths seen on our roadways each year.

» While seat belt usage rates have gone up over the years, ND’s seat belt usage has
been lower than the national average over the last 10 years; we can do better than that
and we know that the majority of those not belted will likely not do so because of an
educational campaign alone. Simply passing this bill will have a positive effect on seat
belt usage rates/.

Other factors to consider:

States that have implemented a primary belt law have seen an increase in seat
belt usage of 10-12 percentage points EVEN WITHOUT ANY ENFORCEMENT
EFFORTS. That being said, North Dakota could see an increase in belt usage to
somewhere in the 90% range - saving lives and saving money.

Living in Grand Forks and with that being a border community to Minnesota, |
often hear people who say, “I buckle up when | cross the bridge into Minnesota”
or “| set my cruise control when | get into that state because | don’t want to get
caught”. Legislation works at changing our culture and our behaviors.

Minnesota passed a primary belt law in 2009 and saw an increase in observed
seat belt use from a baseline of 86.7 percent in 2008 to a peak of 94.8 percent in
2013. Also, the percent of unbelted motor vehicle crash fatalities in MN
decreased nearly 16 percent from a baseline of 46.2 percent in 2008 to a low of
30.3 percent in 2016. An evaluation of the impact of the MN law change was
conducted by the University of Minnesota in 2014. The study estimated the
following:

o There have been 132 fewer fatalities from motor vehicle crashes, 434
fewer serious injuries, and 1270 fewer moderate injuries since the PBL
went into effect.

o This translated into at least $67 million in avoided hospital charges which
includes direct charges of nearly $16 million or more Minnesota tax dollars
that would have been billed to Medicare, Medicaid and other government
insurers.

o These successes seen in our neighboring Minnesota are replicated across
the country by other states that have made the move to a primary seat belt
bill. We know this works and we need your help to make it happen.

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for people under age 35 in
our state. We need to address this as a public health issue and the solution to
this is simple and does not cost a thing. . . . wearing seat belts saves lives. We
can make an impact in the lives of children, teens and adults by implementing
this legislation.



- Those that oppose seat belt use often say that “it only affects me if | decide to not
wear a belt”. That answer is selfish and untrue. As tax paying citizens, we all
bear the cost of those decisions in tax money. | also urge you to listen to our first
responders and law enforcement officers who speak of the horrific impact it has
on them to respond to the scene of a crash with people injured and killed. | will
allow those wearing the uniform to speak to that personally, but | challenge you
that “it only affects me” could not be further from the truth if you listen to their
real-life stories.

Here is what is projected as it relates to North Dakota passing a primary law:

PRIMARY SEAT BELT LAWS:

* In recent years, NHTSA estimates that if North Dakota were to pass a primary belt law,
seat belt usage could increase by approximately 7 percentage points (some states have
seen 10-12% increases).

» With a primary law, North Dakota could save approximately 7 lives, 61 serious injuries,
and $18 million in costs each year. (Based on a 6.9 percentage point increase from the
2016 seat belt use rate.)

Driving a motor vehicle is a privilege, not a right and with that privilege comes some
expectations. Just as we are expected to use a turn signal when we change lanes or
turn a corner, we stop at a red light or we register our cars with the DOT, using a
seatbelt is already a law. Our law enforcement officers should be given the ability to
enforce that law just as any other one. While they are not looking for a reason to “write
tickets”, they are advocating for and using strategies that will prevent injuries and
deaths on our roadways, a task assigned to them by our state.

Governor Burgum has been bold in his announcement of the North Dakota Vision Zero
Plan that was launched three years ago. He and the DOT know that this law can and
will make a difference to the citizens of our state. 61% of North Dakotas favor a primary
belt law and we are asking for your support of SB 2121 to provide that provision in our
state law.

| thank you for allowing me to testify today in support of SB 2121 and | would entertain
any questions you may have.

Contact information:

Carma Hanson, MS, RN

Coordinator — Safe Kids Grand Forks
701.739.1591

chanson@altru.org
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NORTH DAKOTA SAFETY COUNCIL

A private non-profit.

Chairman Rust and Members of the Senate Transportation Committee,

My name is Terry Weaver and | am the Traffic Safety Program Manager for the North Dakota Safety
Council (NDSC), a non-profit organization that is dedicated to preventing injuries and saving lives.
Thank you for the opportunity to express the NDSC’s support for Senate Bill 2121.

Currently, North Dakota’s seat belt use rate is 83.7% (NDDOT/NDSU UGPTI, 2020). This means about
16% - or approximately 122,000 North Dakotans — remain extremely vulnerable to the consequences of
a crash. This 16% is contributing to about half of North Dakota crash deaths annually. While some
individuals consider seat belt use to be a personal choice that only affects them, it’s a choice that affects
nearly everyone - including North Dakota taxpayers. In the U.S., those who are not directly involved in
crashes pay for nearly three-quarters of all crash costs. Lives are lost when seat belts are not used!

In 2020 (64%) of motor vehicle fatalities were unbelted.

e 53% of unbelted fatalities were partially or totally ejected.
o 77% of single vehicle rollover fatalities were not wearing their seat belt
¢ 81% of those unbelted rollover fatalities were either partially or totally ejected.

The NDSC urges you to pass SB2121 because SEAT BELTS SAVE LIVES. A primary belt law (PBL) is an
evidence-based strategy to move North Dakota toward zero motor vehicle crash deaths. It is a solution
that comes at no cost to the state or residence and would increase usage without increasing
enforcement. States that transitioned to a PBL have experienced a 10-12% increase in their observed
seat belt use.

Together, we can save lives and work toward making North Dakota the safest state in the nation. The
next step we can make toward this goal is to increase seat belt use rates in North Dakota.

| appreciate the opportunity to express support for this important measure and urge a “Do Pass”
recommendation by the committee. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Terry Weaver
Traffic Safety Program Manager

North Dakota Safety Council

We are dedicated to preventing injuries and saving lives.

PHONE: (701) 223-6372 ¢ TOLL FREE: (800) 932-8890 ¢ WEBSITE: www.ndsc.org A A
ADDRESS: 1710 Canary Avenue, Suite A ¢ Bismarck, ND 58501 =O:



Seatbelts in North Dakota

North Dakota lacks a primary seatbelt law for all seats and all individuals. By adopting such a
policy, many lives in North Dakota would be saved:

82.5% percent of North Dakotans wear seatbelts all the time — this is 7 percentage
points less than the national average. States with a primary seatbelt law see more of
their citizens wearing seatbelts all the time.
(https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/812763)
61% of occupants who died in passenger vehicles crashes in ND were unbelted. (this is
much higher than the national average of 47%)
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/812691
Research has found that lap/shoulder seat belts, when used, reduce the risk of fatal
injury to front-seat passenger car occupants by 45 percent and the risk of moderate-to-
critical injury by 50 percent.
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/812691
In 2017 alone, seat belts saved an estimated 14,995 lives, including 44 people in North
Dakota. If all North Dakotans wore seatbelts, an additional 18 lives could be saved.
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/812683
Wearing seatbelts saves money. One study looking at hospital costs found that there
was an 84 percent decrease in costs when an injured occupant was wearing a lap
shoulder belt versus being unbelted. https://www.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/pubmed/27177737
At 2010 usage rates, the deaths and injuries that result from nonuse of seatbelts was
estimated to cost society an estimated $10 billion annually in medical care, lost
productivity, and other injury related costs.
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/812013
From Injury Facts: The total economic cost of fatal and nonfatal motor vehicle injury-
related incidents in 2018 was $445.6 billion. This includes employer’s uninsured costs,
vehicle damage, wage and productivity loss, and medical and administrative expenses.
https://injuryfacts.nsc.ora/all-injuries/costs/societal-costs/data-details/

o MV crashes costs ND $706 million in 2010, which is $1,049 per person.

https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/812013
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Written Testimony on SB2121 Seat Belt Law
Senate Transportation Committee,

In 2020 the state recorded 97 traffic fatalities of which 64 percent failed to buckle up. This is the results
of choice and maybe just maybe we could have saved a life or more with