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2025 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Transportation Committee 
Room JW327E, State Capitol 

HB 1228 
1/24/2025 

Relating to designating a portion of state highway 5 in Bottineau as the LCDR Carl J. 
Woods Vietnam bridge; to provide a continuing appropriation; and to declare an 
emergency. 

9:00 a.m. Chairman D. Ruby opened the hearing. 

Members Present: Chairman D. Ruby, Vice Chairman Grueneich, Representatives Christianson, 
Dressler, Finley-DeVille, Frelich, Hendrix, Johnston, Kasper, Koppelman, Maki, Morton, 
Osowski, Schatz 

Discussion Topics: 
• The life and service of Lieutenant Commander Carl J. Woods
• The family of LCDR Carl J. Woods and their service

9:03 a.m. Representative D. Anderson, District 6, ND Legislative Assembly, introduced HB 1228 
and submitted testimony #31277. 

9:05 a.m. Jim Nelson, Legislative Director, ND Department of Veterans Affairs, testified in favor. 

9:09 a.m. Kieth Peterson, US Army Veteran, testified in favor. 

9:00 a.m. Lonnie Wangen, ND Department of Veterans Affairs, testified in favor and submitted 
testimony #30804. 

9:13 a.m. Chairman D. Ruby closed the hearing. 

9:13 a.m. Representative Frelich moved a Do Pass. 

9:13 a.m. Representative Christianson seconded the motion. 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Craig Headland Y 
Representative Jared Hagert Y 
Representative Dick Anderson Y 
Representative Jason Dockter Y 
Representative Ty Dressler Y 
Representative Jim Grueneich Y 
Representative Mike 
Motschenbacher 

Y 

Representative Dennis Nehring Y 
Representative Jeremy Olson Y 
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Representative Todd Porter Y 
Representative Vicky Steiner Y 
Representative Nathan Toman Y 
Representative Austin Foss Y 
Representative Zachary Ista Y 

9:14 a.m. Motion passed 14-0-0. 

9:14 a.m. Representative Morton will carry the bill. 

9:14 a.m. Chairman D. Ruby closed the meeting. 

Janae Pinks, Committee Clerk 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1228 (25.0281.01000)

Transportation Committee (Rep. D. Ruby, Chairman) recommends DO PASS (14 YEAS,
0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1228 was placed on the Eleventh order on the
calendar.

https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/69-2025/regular/documents/25-0281-01000.pdf
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House Transportation Committee 
69th Legislative Session 

Representative Ruby-Chair 
 
Chairman Ruby and House Transportation Committee, 
 
Please accept this testimony in support of HB 1228.  

Intent of this bill… 

 Provide lasting recognition and appreciation to the North Dakota Service 

Men and Women who have died for our Country in time of war. 

 Lieutenant Commander Carl Julius Woods died on September 28, 1965, 

while flying an armed reconnaissance mission near Qui Vinh, North 

Vietnam aboard CVA-31 off the USS Bon Homme Richard, Attack Squadron, 

Carrier Air Wing 19, of the 7th Fleet.  His A-1H was hit by antiaircraft 

artillery.  Woods flew the burning aircraft 40 miles to the Tonkin Gulf, 

where he bailed out.  A Search and Rescue (SAR) helo arrived quickly, but 

Lieutenant Commander Woods was already dead. He received the Purple 

Heart.  

o Lieutenant Commander Woods is honored on Panel 02e, Line 97 of 

the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial in Washington, DC.  

o Resident of Bottineau. 

o Left behind by his wife Elaine, son Mark and daughters Jennifer and Kathryn. 

o Interred: Arlington National Cemetery VA 

 

Need for bill… 

 Keep their memory alive. 

 Recognition to the family and friends they left behind. 

 Community involvement in the process. 

I support this bill and encourage the ND 69th Legislative Assembly to allow all bridges in ND be 

named after a Fallen ND Service Man or Woman. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Lonnie Wangen Commissioner-NDDVA  

#30804
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Carl Julius Woods 
Lieutenant Commander 

VA-196, CVW-19, USS BON HOMME RICHARD, TF 77, 7TH FLEET 
United States Navy 

r 

Bottineau,. North Dakota 
June 08, 1933 to September 28, 1965 

CARL l WOODS is on the Wall at Panel 2E, Line 97 
See the full P-rofile or name rubbing. for Carl Woods 







LCDR CARL J WOOD 

On September 28th
, 32 year old Navy Lieutenant Commander 

Woods was a Navy pilot aboard the aircraft carrier USS Bon Homme 

Richard Task Force77 7th Fleet. 

LCDR Woods was a decorated Unrestricted Line Officer. His 

Commendations and awards include the Purple Heart Combat 

Action Ribbon, National Defense Medal Vietnam Campaign Medal 

Vietnam Service Medal Navy Presidential Unit Medal Vietnam 

Gallantry Medal and the Navy Expeditionary Medal 



LCDR Carl J Woods 

This past July the remaining families of LCDR Carl Woods 

held a gathering in Bottineau. While I never knew LCDR 

Woods I did have the opportunity to meet several of his 

family members. At this gathering Mr. Ralph Shriner gave a 

presentation on the events leading up to and the subsequent 

death of LCDR Woods. (Mr. Shriner at the time was a 

member of an air search and rescue squadron based in 

Danang South Vietnam He pulled LCDR Woods from water. 

He apparently drowned.) On September 28, 1965, LCDR 

Woods was flying a Skyraider recon aircraft when it was hit 

by hostile fire near Qui Vinh North Vietnam. He was able to 

fly some 40 miles to the Tonkin Gulf where he ejected from 

his plane. He apparently drowned while awaiting rescue. 

In 2013 The Bottineau AMVETS held a ceremony in which 

they named their Post the Carl J Woods AMVETS Post 25. 

This coming July 4th AMVETS Post 25 along with VFW Post 

8688 are planning to hold a sign dedication ceremony. 



LCDR CARL J WOODS 

In Septembe of 1965 Carl Woods found himself in difficult 

spot. On that day, Carl was literally in the fight for his life as 

conducted a reconnaissance mission as a naval pilot over 

North Vietnam. As he entered into enemy territory the sky lit 

up with anti-aircraft fire which he attempted to fight through, 

but his plane was hit, and Woods lost his lift 

Carl was born on July 8, 1933 to Monte and Ann Woods. 

Although Monte attended school in Bottineau and was a 

member of the first class of Dakota College at Bottineau he 

also had and interest in the military. As a young man Monte 

attended Shattuck Military Academy at Faribult Minn, and 

the US Naval Academy at Annapolis. When World War 1 

broke Monte served with the 97th infantry Division seeing 

heavy fighting in Farnce. 

Like his father, Carl attended the same schools as his father, 

before him before deciding to serve in the military where he 

became a pilot in the US Navy. He entered the Navy in 1953 

and served his country for 12 years and 3 months before his 

death. 

As a naval pilot, Carl trained in an A 1 H (AD6 Skyraider, a 

propeller driven aircraft. The AD6 version of the A 1 H was a 

single seat attack aircraft which was also utilized in 

reconnaissance. 



Carl pushed off the USS Bohomme Richerd on a 

reconnaissance mission. After his plane was hit by anti­

aircraft fire, instead of bailing out of his plane he instead flew 

his crippled plane some 40mile to the Tonkin Gulf where he 

ejected. Carl died when his parachute failed to open. His 

bod was recovered . According to Ralph Shriner, It appeared 

that upon ejection Carl hit the tail section of his plane 

because upon recovery his flite helmet was cracked 
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Relating to designating a portion of state highway 5 in Bottineau as the LCDR Carl J. 
Woods Vietnam bridge; to provide a continuing appropriation; and to declare an 
emergency. 

 
10:30 a.m. Chairman Clemens opened the hearing. 
 
Members present: Chairman Clemens, Vice Chairwoman Cory, Senator Hogan, Senator 
Klein, Senator Paulson, Senator Rummel 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Background of LCDR Carl J. Woods 

• Ownership of bridge  
 
10:30 a.m. Representative D. Anderson, District 9, introduced HB 1228, testified in favor and 
submitted testimony #38307. 
 
10:33 a.m. Jim Nelson, Legislative Director, North Dakota Veterans Legislative Council, 
testified in favor and submitted testimony #38314. 
 
10:40 a.m. Wayde Swenson, Director of Operations, NDDOT, testified neutral.  
 
10:41 a.m. Chairman Clemens closed the hearing.  
 
10:41 a.m. Senator Klein moved a Do Pass. 
 
10:41 a.m. Senator Rummel seconded the motion.  
 

Senators Vote 

Senator David A. Clemens Y 
Senator Claire Cory AB 
Senator Kathy Hogan Y 
Senator Jerry Klein Y 
Senator Bob Paulson Y 
Senator Dean Rummel Y 

 
Motion passed 5-0-1. 
 
Senator Paulson will carry the bill. 
 
10:42 a.m. Chairman Clemens closed the hearing. 
 
Chance Anderson, Committee Clerk 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1228 (25.0281.01000)

Transportation Committee (Sen. Clemens, Chairman) recommends DO PASS (5 YEAS,
0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT OR EXCUSED AND NOT VOTING). HB 1228 was placed on the
Fourteenth order on the calendar. This bill does not affect workforce development.

https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/69-2025/regular/documents/25-0281-01000.pdf
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HB 1228 North Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs 
Lonnie Wangen-Commissioner 

House Transportation Committee 
69th Legislative Session 

Representative Ruby-Chair 

Chairman Ruby and House Transportation Committee, 

Please accept this testimony in support ofHB 1228. 

Intent of this bill... 

• Provide lasting recognition and appreciation to the North Dakota Service 
Men and Women who have died for our Country in time of war. 

• Lieutenant Commander Carl Julius Woods died on September 28, 1965, 
while flying an armed reconnaissance mission near Qui Vinh, North 
Vietnam aboard CVA-31 off the USS Bon Homme Richard, Attack Squadron, 
Carrier Air Wing 19, of the 7th Fleet. His A-lH was hit by antiaircraft 
artillery. Woods flew the burning aircraft 40 miles to the Tonkin Gulf, 
w here he bailed out. A Search and Rescue (SAR) helo arrived quickly, but 
Lieutenant Commander Woods was already dead. He received the Purple 
Heart. 

o Lieutenant Commander Woods is honored on Panel 02e, Line 97 of 
the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial in Washington, DC. 

o Resident of Bottineau. 
o Left behind by his wife Elaine, son Mark and daughters Jennifer and Kathryn. 
o Interred: Arlington National Cemetery VA 

Need for bill ... 

• Keep their memory alive. 

• Recognition to the family and friends they left behind. 
• Community involvement in the process. 

1/24/2025 

I support this bill and encourage the ND 69th Legislative Assembly to allow all bridges in ND be 

named after a Fallen ND Service Man or Woman. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Lonnie Wangen Commissioner-NDDV A 

Page 1 of 1 
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LCDR Carl J Woods 

This past July the remain ing families of LCDR Carl Woods 

held a gathering in Bottineau. While I never knew LCDR 

Woods I did have the opportunity to meet several of his 

family members. At this gathering Mr. Ralph Shriner gave a 

presentation on the events leading up to and the subsequent 

death of LCDR Woods. (Mr. Shriner at the time was a 

member of an air search and rescue squadron based in 

Danang South Vietnam He pulled LCDR Woods from water. 

He apparently drowned.) On September 28, 1965, LCDR 

Woods was flying a Skyraider recon aircraft when it was hit 

by hostile fire near Qui Vinh North Vietnam. He was able to 

fly some 40 miles to the Tonkin Gulf where he ejected from 

his plane. He apparently drowned while awaiting rescue. 

In 2013 The Bottineau AMVETS held a ceremony in which 

they named their Post the Carl J Woods AMVETS Post 25. 

This coming July 4th AMVETS Post 25 along with VFW Post 

8688 are planning to hold a sign dedication ceremony. 
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Carl Julius Woods 
Lieutenant Commander 

VA-196, CVW-19, USS BON HOMME RICHARD, TF 77, 7TH FLEET 
United States Navy 

Bottineau, North Dakota 
June 08, 1933 to September 28, 1965 

CARL l WOODS is on the Wall at Panel 2E, Line 97 
See the full P-rofile or name rubbing_ for Carl Woods 
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LCDR CARL J WOOD 

On September 28th
, 32 year old Navy Lieutenant Commander 

Woods was a Navy pilot aboard the aircraft carrier USS Bon Homme 

Richard Task Force77 7th Fleet. 

LCDR Woods was a decorated Unrestricted Line Officer. His 

Commendations and awards include the Purple Heart Combat 

Action Ribbon, National Defense Medal Vietnam Campaign Medal 

Vietnam Service Medal Navy Presidential Unit Medal Vietnam 

Gallantry Medal and the Navy Expeditionary Medal 

r 



LCDR CARL J WOODS 

In Septembe of 1965 Carl Woods found himself in difficult 

spot. On that day, Carl was literally in the fight for his life as 

conducted a reconnaissance mission as a naval pilot over 

North Vietnam. As he entered into enemy territory the sky lit 

up with anti-aircraft fire which he attempted to fight through, 

but his plane was hit, and Woods lost his lift · 

Carl was born on July 8, 1933 to Monte and Ann Woods. 

Although Monte attended school in Bottineau and was a 

member of the first class of Dakota College at Bottineau he 

· also had and interest in the military. As a young man Monte 

attended Shattuck Military Academy at Faribult Minn, and 

the US Naval Academy at Annapolis. When World War 1 

broke Monte served with the 97th infantry Division seeing 

heavy fighting in Farnce. 

_ Like his f'¥her, Carl attended the same schools as his father, 

before him before deciding to serve in the military where he 

became a pilot in the US Navy. He entered the Navy in 1953 

and served his country for 12 years and 3 months before his 

death. 

As a naval pilot, Carl trained in an A 1 H (AD6 Skyraider, a 

propeller driven aircraft. The AD6 version of the A 1 H was a 

single seat attack aircraft which was also utilized in 

,,---, reconnaissance. 
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