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A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact section 11-10-02 of the North Dakota Century 
Code, relating to the election of a full-time county auditor.   

 
3:50 p.m. Chairman Longmuir opened the hearing. 
 
Members Present: Chairman Longmuir, Vice-Chairman Fegley, Vice-Chairman Jonas, 
Representatives Bolinske, Davis, Hager, Hatlestad, Heilman, Klemin, Motschenbacher, 
Ostlie, Toman, Warrey 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Elected vs appointed positions 
• Qualifications of candidates 

 
3:51 p.m. Matt Heilman, North Dakota Representative for District 7, introduced the bill, 
testified in favor, and provided testimony #31116 and #31296. 
 
4:02 p.m. Lenny Kenner, North Dakota citizen, testified in favor. 
 
4:04 p.m. Donnell Preskey, North Dakota Association of Counties, testified in opposition. 
 
4:14 p.m. Sandy Fossum, Auditor from Richland County, testified in opposition. 
 
4:19 p.m. Chad Kaiser, Stutsman County Sherrif, testified in opposition. 
 
4:23 p.m. Michael Hansen, Stutsman County Commission, testified in opposition. 
 
Additional written testimony:  
Jerry Bergquist, Commission Chairman for Stutsman County, submitted testimony in 
opposition #30585 
Perry Miller, County Commissioner for Richland County, submitted testimony in opposition 
#30766. 
Dustin Gawrylow, North Dakota Watchdog Network, submitted testimony in opposition 
#30901 
Callen Cermak, Individual, submitted testimony in opposition #31009  
Representative Lawrence Klemin, North Dakota Representative for District 47, submitted 
neutral testimony #31323. 
 
4:24 p.m. Chairman Longmuir closed the hearing. 
 
Wyatt Armstrong, Committee Clerk 
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January 21, 2025 

STUTSMAN 
COUNTY 

House Political Subdivisions Committee 
Donald W. Langmuir, Chairman 
Testimony In Opposition of HB 1384 

9 511 2nd Ave SE 

Jamestown, ND 58401 

(701) 252-9035 

www.stutsmancounty.gov 

Chairman Langmuir and members of the House Political Subdivisions Committee, the Stutsman County 
Commission opposes HB 1384 requiring full-time county auditors to be elected officials. 

Stutsman County has been a home-rule county since August 1, 2000. The home rule charter that was 
approved by majority vote of the public dictates that the Auditor, among other offices, be filled by 
appointment by the Board of County Commissioners. 

The reason for changing from an elected auditor position to an appointed position was to ensure the person 
holding the position had a background in finance and was not just a winner of a popularity contest. With 
the county handling tens of millions of dollars in funds from multiple sources, it's essential the person 
holding the position be knowledgeable of the rules for each fund, all state and federal law restrictions, and 
finance in general. 

For Stutsman County, having the auditor as an appointed position has allowed the County Commission to 
interview individuals for the position and select an individual that is best suited for that very demanding 
position. 

Anyone can run for an elected auditor position, regardless of whether they possess any financial knowledge 
whatsoever. If that individual is elected, they become the auditor, and the County Commission can do 
nothing to resolve the issue. This type of mindset is not in the best interest of efficient county government 
and in no way benefits the public who we serve. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Je~~airman 
Stutsman County Commission 
jlbergquist@stutsmancounty.gov 

County Commissioners 
Jerry Bergquist -Jamestown 
Chad Wolsky - Jamestown 
Levi Taylor - Ypsilanti 

Michael Hansen - Montpelier 
Amanda Hastings -Jamestown 

County Officials 
Jessica Alonge -Auditor/COO Josh Smaage - Dir. Of Information Technology David Bratton -Veterans Service Officer 
Maureen Pederson -Treasurer/Recorder Shannon Davis - Human Resource Director Jesse Christianson - Int. Road Superintendent 
Tyler Perleberg- Tax Director Mandi Freije - Human Service Zone Director Karl Bergh - Park Superintendent 
Fritz Fremgen - States Attorney Chad Jackson - Jail Administrator Ashley Kjellberg- Extension Agent 
Chad Kaiser-Sheriff Jessica Moser - 911/Emergency Manager Brenda Jarski-Weber- Extension Agent 



HB 1384 testimony   
 

I would like to express our opposition to HB 1384, that would require the 
county auditor to be elected instead of appointed.  Our residents passed a 
home rule charter (by a wide margin) which allowed the auditor to be 
appointed instead of elected.  This has served the residents of Richland 
County well.  The working relationship between the elected commissioners 
and appointed Auditor has always been good.  Certainly, there have been 
differences of opinion, but always resolved in the light of public meetings.  
Appointing the auditor allows the commission to provide direction and give 
advice, however if the auditor is appointed, they could very well take the 
attitude of:  “I don’t answer to you!”  It could prevent the elected members of 
the commission from taking corrective or disciplinary action. 

People may well be ‘popular’ and able to win an election, but have no 
understanding of the tax levy system, property valuations and mill levy 
calculations that are necessary for this position. 

Furthermore, we could theoretically have someone new in this position every 
four years, which would create a very difficult situation, as continuity in this 
office provides stability.  As you know, it takes time to become acquainted 
with a new position, especially one as complicated as auditor.  I’ve seen 
examples of elected officials refusing to work with the commission and other 
departments.  It creates unnecessary problems, cost and turmoil.   

This bill is a solution in search of a problem that does not exist, and it takes 
away local control.        

Please do not pass HB 1384 

#30766



LEGISLATIVE BILL TRACKING

HB 1384: The Mark Splonskowski Protection Act
A bill designed to prevent the Burleigh County Commission from using its "nuclear option"
will also cause a loss of oversight powers in all counties in the future.

JAN 22, 2025

Share

(Note: This is a bill analysis that I was procrastinating about writing since it was introduced

the first week of the session. But due to the public statements published in the Bismarck

Tribune this afternoon, it can no longer be avoided.)

Over the last couple years and more recently again in the last few months, I have
written extensively about the situation with Burleigh County’s finances and
continuing squabble between the Burleigh County Commission and the Burleigh
County Auditor.

DUSTIN GAWRYLOW

Burleigh County Needs Help To Maintain Election Integrity
DUSTIN GAWRYLOW · OCTOBER 24, 2024

Read full story

Burleigh County Commission Must Address Auditor Situation
DUSTIN GAWRYLOW · DECEMBER 16, 2024

Read full story

#30901
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This is and has been a sticky issue for the Burleigh County Commission has been
wrestling with as it has sought to figure out what has been going and what has also
not been getting done in the county’s name.

As I wrote back in early December, part of the solution is probably to de-couple the
Treasurer and Auditor jobs back to the way it used to be prior to the 1980s/90s when
the jobs were combined:

The county commission should explore the following steps:

1. Separate the Role of Treasurer from the Auditor’s Role:

Merge the Treasurer’s responsibilities with those of the Finance Director.

Convert this new position into an appointed role that reports directly to the
commission.

Require the appointee to hold an advanced degree in finance or accounting.

2. Create a County Administrator Position:

Establish a long-debated county administrator position that reports directly
to the commission.

Seek out candidates for the role who have experience that can translate,
including that of budget director

Transfer day-to-day administrative responsibilities from the Auditor’s office
to this position.

Burleigh County Auditor Makes His Case To The Public
DUSTIN GAWRYLOW · DECEMBER 17, 2024

Read full story

Secretary of State Provides Documents On Voting Machine
Computer
DUSTIN GAWRYLOW · DECEMBER 17, 2024

Read full story

Burleigh Deputy Auditor Resigns; State Auditor Josh Gallion Chimes
In
DUSTIN GAWRYLOW · DECEMBER 18, 2024

Read full story
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Ensure that the position does not become a “king-maker” by limiting
contract durations and preventing “golden parachute” contracts.

3. Retain the Auditor’s Office as an Elected Oversight Role:

Maintain the legal obligations required by state law within the Auditor’s
office.

Adjust the Auditor’s salary to reflect the reduced scope of responsibilities
transferred to the Treasurer and Administrator positions.

Offer flexibility for an elected Auditor to opt for a reduced salary if he/she
lack the qualifications to perform all the job’s functions independently.

Encourage candidates for the elected Auditor’s at a reduced-scope to have
management training and experience; and mandate that new auditors seek
formal training in the 6-months between being elected and taking office,
including paying for such training. (Auditors are elected in November but do
not take office until April, so there is plenty of time to get up to speed.)

It is imperative that the Auditor remain elected, but with scaled-down job
description and expectations - and move the role of Treasurer to the Finance
Director as an appointed job. (The legislature should consider examining this part of
the issue, if it does anything.)

Yesterday, the Burleigh County Commission discussed the current situation:
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Burleigh County’s Home Rule Charter currently states:

The Board of County Commissioners may follow state law converting the elected offices of
the county auditor/treasurer and the county recorder into appointed offices. Any resolution
to convert an elected office to an appointed office shall not shorten the term for which the
official was elected nor reduce the salary of the official’s office for that term.

The commission tabled action at yesterday’s meeting, but this is where the current
legislative session and one particular bill comes into play:

HB 1384 seeks to repeal the ability for counties or their voters to make the decision
have an appointed auditor if the electorate votes to do so - even if the voters have
made that decision.

Notwithstanding chapter 11 - 10.2 or 11 - 10.3, if the county auditor as provided for in
subsection 1 is a full - time employee of the county, the county auditor must be an elective
office. A county may not exercise any power under a home rule charter to circumvent this
subsection.

https://www.burleigh.gov/media/3kidrx4z/2024-home-rule-charter-approved.pdf
https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/69-2025/regular/bill-overview/bo1384.html


To those observing, this particular proposed state-powergrab is especially
transparent with what is happening in Burleigh County, leading some lawmakers to
not-so-jokingly refer to HB 1384 as “The Mark Splonskowski Protection Act”.

This afternoon, an article was published with quotes from the bill sponsor and the
Burleigh County Auditor confirming this is indeed the intent of the bill:

State law and the county's home rule charter allows the commission to convert elected
positions to appointed ones, but that authority could be at risk. A proposed bill in the state
Legislature, House Bill 1384, would require full-time county auditors, such as the one in
Burleigh County, to be an elected office. The bill was introduced by Rep. Matthew
Heilman, R-Bismarck.

Heilman told the Tribune he introduced the bill in response to efforts, dating back a few
years, to make the Burleigh County auditor position appointed. He cited a 2020 ballot
measure that asked county voters to make the position appointed. That measure failed,
with more than two-thirds of county residents voting against it.

He added that Splonskowski is a friend of his.

Splonskowski in a statement said it's concerning to him, both as the elected official affected
and as a resident of Burleigh County, that the commission would "entertain eliminating the
voice of the people." He also cited the 2020 ballot measure, saying the move would go
against the will of the people.

"The people strongly voted to have this position remain elected. I would hope the
commission would respect the opinion the people stated at the ballot box," he said.

Converting an elected office to an appointed one would start with a preliminary resolution,
passed by the commission on a majority vote. The board would then be required to hold
public hearings on the change. Lawyer suggested the board consider holding public hearings
over several months so it can collect as much public input as possible.

[…]

The board would then need to pass a final resolution. County residents would have 30 days
to file a petition protesting the change. If enough signatures are filed, equal to 10% or more

https://watchingnd.substack.com/p/burleigh-county-commission-must-address
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of the total number of qualified electors that voted for governor in the most recent
gubernatorial race, the commission would either have to repeal the resolution or put it to a
vote.

If converted, Splonskowski would still be allowed to serve the rest of his term, which ends on
April 1, 2027.

1. HB 1384 should be defeated. The idea of changing state law to hamstring all
counties that have voter approved Home Rule Charters just to protect one
Auditor in conflict with his County Commissioners over a multitude of issues is
absurd. Legislators should know better than to make these issues that personal.

2. In fact, the legislature should instead examine the qualifications for offices like
county auditors to prevent disputes over qualifications from happening.
Currently the only requirements are a high school diploma and living in the
county. That may have been enough in 1889, but the times have changed. Voters
deserve to know that the people they vote for, especially when it comes to
financial oversight, are somehow qualified in the first place to do the job.

3. Burleigh County must conduct more open meetings about the issues occuring
behind the scenes in the county offices. There have been reports and rumors for
well over a year that have not been fully disclosed. The Burleigh County
Commission has gone out of its way to try to remedy these issues internally and
behind the scenes in the hopes of avoiding the public “food fight” that has been
exposed since two weeks before the election.
Many in the public get the sense that this has just developed recently because
the commissioners were trying to resolve it quietly. That is not the case.
Callers into the KFYR Kafe felt in December that this was “all of a sudden”
when it absolutely has NOT been all of a sudden.
The public may even need to hear from county staff directly about the drama
behind the scenes so that the public does not think that it is just a conflict
between personalities on the county commission and the county auditor. There
is way more to this situation than meets the eye.

Conclusions

https://watchingnd.substack.com/p/audio-citizens-speak-up-on-burleigh


4. The Burleigh County Commission should commit to a restructuring that
ensures the work gets done and that whomever the next auditor is can do the job
and not be “set up to fail”.
This restructuring should include scaling back the job so there is still a check-
and-balance from an elected auditor, but that no one official can cause county
business to grind to a halt. (The legislature should examine whether the
statutory roles are appropriate if they do not place higher requirements on the
job.).

5. Finally, the Burleigh County Commission should put its fix up to a vote of the
people, even if it means holding a special election prior to the next regular
election in June 2026.
Even with the justifications for the change, doing so without voter consent could
be even more damaging. As Rob Port wrote back in December: “…as a political

matter I'd caution prosecutors that they're at risk of making Splonskowski a martyr. His

particular breed of populist politics is never so potent as it is in the context of martyrdom.”

This is sticky problem. Legislators should be looking to fix the problem rather than
just protecting those involved with problematic situations.

Let’s fix the problem, and not create martyrs that can be portrayed as victims.
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Callen Cermak, CPA 

2930 Smokey Lane 

Bismarck, ND 58504 

cermak@midco.net 

701-226-4454 

 

1/23/25 

 

Chair Longmuir 

Political Subdivisions 

 

Dear Chair Longmuir and Members of the Committee, 

 

My name is Callen Cermak, and I am a resident of Bismarck, ND. I am writing to express my opposition to House 
Bill 1384, which addresses the election of full-time county auditor. 

I oppose this bill because it mandates how local government governs.  This bill is the result of an elected official in 
Burleigh County that does not have the education nor experience to perform the position to the standards 
required.   

If it is the intent of the state to mandate that they are elected positions, they need to allow the addition of minimum 
qualifications for the position.  Currently the only qualification for auditor is the individual who is at least 18 years 
of age and a resident of that county.   The auditor serves as the County’s chief financial officer and custodian of 
certain court records and documents.   Many county governments are equivalent to medium to large corporations.  
I can assure you they would not hire a CFO with no education or qualifications.   

We do not elect judges that do not meet the minimum qualifications, county auditor positions should be no 
different and require minimum qualifications.   

In conclusion, I urge you to oppose House Bill 1384 because it needs to leave governing local. Thank you for 
considering my testimony. 

 

Sincerely, 

Callen Cermak, CPA 
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legislative Assemoly 

Representative Matt Heilman 
District 7 
5501 Flatrock Drive 
Bismarck, ND 58503-8929 

mheifman@ndfegis.gov 

North Dakota 
House of Representatives 

STATE CAPITOL 
600 EAST BOULEVARD 

BISMARCK, ND 58505-0360 

January 23 rd
, 2025 

Chairman Langmuir and members of the Political Subdivisions Committee, 

COMMITTEES: 
Education 

Political Subdivisions 

I am Representative Matt Heilman from North Dakota's seventh legislative district in Bismarck. I come before you today to 

testify in favor ofHB 1384. This legislation requires a full-time county auditor to be elected. I do have an amendment from 

legislative council that is a better way to go about this issue, so I will present the bill as the amendment. The original version 

is not the best way to approach this issue. However, there are a few reasons as to why a full-time county auditor should be 

elected and not appointed. I will also lay out some events that have been happening in Burleigh County going back to 2020. 

The first reason a county auditor should be elected is because they are held accountable by the public as opposed to merely 

a few county commissioners. This can lead a county auditor to increase their focus on issues that matter to taxpayers and 

voters. Chapter 11-13 of the North Dakota Century Code (NDCC) lists all the duties and responsibilities of a county auditor. 

NDCC 11 -13-04 states that the county auditor is the official Chief Financial Officer of the county. With a critical full-time 

job like a county auditor, we should make sure these positions are held accountable by the voters. lfvoters decide they want 

their auditor appointed, then that should be decided by them in a transparent manner. 

Another reason we should have full-time auditors elected is because of the public engagement. Having this position on the 

ballot will cause more voters to pay attention to the county finances and elections. We need more civic engagement with 

more citizens actively involved in monitoring local government spending and policy. 
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One of the other reasons for having full-time auditors elected is the possibility of having institutional knowledge. Assuming 

an auditor is doing their job in good faith and truly representing the people residing in the county, they should be re-elected. 

This can lead to an auditor being in the position for a longer amount of t ime and gaining institutional knowledge others may 

not know. An example of this would be former Burleigh County sheriff Bob Harvey who was our sheriff from 1974 until 

retiring in 2002. I can't imagine the kind of knowledge he gained over the years that most people do not know. 

The biggest benefit of an elected auditor as mentioned earlier is being held accountable by the public and not a select few 

county commissioners. However, there have been effo11s in Burleigh County to make this job appointed going back to 2020. 

In the 2020 primary election, it was placed on the ballot by the county commission to appoint the auditor rather than elect. 

I have included the election results, and the language as presented on the ballot to voters. As you can see, the measure failed 

by a wide margin. The people of Burleigh County decided they want to be able to vote for their county auditor. 

In 2022, this was attempted again. This time, the ballot language did not include anything about the auditor being appointed. 

The ballot language only mentions adopting ordinances. As you can see, it narrowly passed. Intentionally or not, this clearly 

mislead voters within Burleigh County. Since the measure failed in 2020 by such a wide margin, J suspect that it would 

have failed in 2022 if the ballot language mentioned the position being appointed. The notice was published in the Bismarck 

Tribune but not everybody reads the Bismarck Tribune. On top of that, how many people read notices in their enti rety? 

J do apologize for this amendment not being the original bill. My goal with this amendment is to ensure this does not happen 

again anywhere else. These decisions on the local level should be transparent and honest. With this amendment, we are still 

allowing local control, but clearly, we need to address this issue of ballot language. 



11-13-02. Duties of county auditor. 
The county auditor shall: 
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1. Act as clerk of the board of county commissioners and keep an accurate record of the 
official proceedings of the board. 

2. Prepare a financial statement of the county annually unless otherwise ordered by the 
board of county commissioners. 

3. Upon receipt of any document, bond, or other paper required to be filed in the auditor's 
office, number and index the same and make the proper entries in the reception book. 

4. Carefully preserve all documents, books, records, maps, and other papers required to 
be deposited or kept in the auditor's office. 

5. Have recorded in the office of the recorder all bonds not issued by the state bonding 
fund that are required to be deposited in the auditor's office. 

6. Perform and transact all county business without extra compensation. 
7. Keep all books required to be kept by the board of county commissioners. 
8. File and preserve in the auditor's office all accounts, vouchers, and other papers 

pertaining to the settlement of any and all accounts to which the county is a party, and 
copies of such papers certified under the hand and seal of the auditor shall be 
admitted as evidence in all courts in this state. 

9. Perform all acts required of the auditor relative to the making out and delivering of 
notices of general and special elections, making abstracts of and canvassing the votes 
cast at an election, issuing certificates of election, and forwarding the abstract of votes 
cast to the secretary of state. 

10. On or before August first of each odd-numbered year, report to the insurance 
commissioner the sound depreciated value of each county building or risk, and the 
contents therein. 

11. On going out of offiice, deliver to the successor in office all moneys, books, records, 
documents, maps, papers, vouchers, and other property in the auditor's hands 
belonging to the county, and in case of the death of the auditor, the auditor's personal 
representatives shall deliver the same to the auditor's successor. 

12. Do and perform all acts not enumerated in this section which the auditor is required to 
do by law. 
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yu.,t Mlll•n ~k hf :J•l(\ D r.t 11\ 

111• a,r, or h.:I 'fllttlW'.fJ ,ns ,.~ ... ~ 1h11 
\r;och: tom '(('NI corlftlt"'ll ¥.»11~. 
lr<>ri:i.g~lt~~ 
cm~, may :SIio ~CA31 '"-' , ic:N ut 
,\t(b.; lffl b .\ 3-~fll"'-(ft t'f ff.ftll./11 llfl 

n~ t>lbtc M.tflf- j ktn1 ty po.--o rty .Wt 
~ ~, artf UA,<I -"~en 
•11a ()fflJ tl 10 blS'TlUUA!1m1n 
(:btfllJltknd fP' .ti t@.:tll ono t t.-<.,.,tt1 
,...,Ofl,,..lhtmttlr'Q 
A dtw;.:hn ol : 1.i ""'l'♦'HI ,,gr, VI} 
'l"cl1' 0t1 °': r,._t ·.tt.t:.,,ile i\f Wl/tt ~l(ietl 
d 9"' ., b/ ,_,.., ft• Co'rm;!>ly 
0,,,.1,p,,,.,., 0,,,.,.,.... - l'l.n'u'lf 
D.•,~ttt m f f t,~Yllb.r1uitAn1rp, nt 
101-m-mo 
&o,~o Of r.rrv CC'.llOS51\Jl\[R5 
e,<;,iAf1CK M)RfH OAKOfA 
At!Ht Kttltl J , HWlkl! 
Cty :u,nu'Stl.t,r 
DIIOJl$ l tlhdl/1IOn•o< 1.<'?I 
1(\'1,a iii 21 • ,1;,9 

To Place a 
L~a"''· A_gy~r!t!.!.! m~rit 

Call 355•8818 o, 
fax 7.l3 -0'J!ill r-s Etnu1I 

'•~1Jct11CJhl,,mtrc ktt~w•1~ ,;on, 

&"-,cc<"r.'f. :,n ~wu i,u " ""7..;\f'-li '"' 11"':t 
J.!Cr.>J;, ,r,,t C' C:"\\L~~t- ••~fl t1'4t 
CO-P,)t.lf.O 111'~<>.: o! tr,c, cn.r! f cl UYI~ 
N~ O~MU .,t i.l'\'Jli,,, Cl'ff(flll 
(:t~tr.y "'f-1 <~-'\• r,.'U"U4:S ~ 
"-T.f"?t' <,J\,~ Cf !"f\r.\t., .... "fll\lon .., ,~ .. 
Cll.dq' fN !to) f ill C: on ri.tt ot Jr.JI 
!".Ort.CtfC •,'1••;,l ,y lt'O ',lo• •!'W U!I ';";:Ilk (J 

fl,: O't('.9:"f -5,l l~t '\'nrl t 'lt,tt cr:,.q1 :tiO 
tf'1.scr:vK"/. 
Ws Nli,C',,KI JtJ 'ft(' p.,-e"\,' ' ' r r<~ ,.., 
?'N(JUJ ~~i,i, ~ _.,t111 tr/ I 

CC.' ~MW 1W t:1.b.:ttrmK1& !:O M'd l 
u;,-ad'ol(I ,tS, ll·~ n UO C(; ·) 
4;7:(';2•'(]J. 1¥ t,\r ~ 1 lJt l tu) 
,«lioti ~-m o,11) :, W \ :a. M'IC'OJ M 
u ii'~ ti':1t !tltk"'ttt' J.1~ d rt1i\ 
Ourr·Jtl!o 

!_ros;h~~~o~!~'; ~v;::~ 
~ , ,,t-9 I• •~ ;v:,,J <'IU.'fil .0 ,..11-.. w,r.u: 
CI0..1'¥0 ' '70\1 111."t.'$1'1 '~' 4:1 ~lfl tut 
"'J crt• ~ :t,nlf ~,'"11 \ IT,OV<I •-" ,It 
l)'f"---.'5 lf'f.J'.!tpa lrom tl).t 4tlP ,,r 11°(1,~ ~ 

to,•~ .,~n :nc:- O>Jf'l:) A CCflC'l 
o\fYJ ia;o•,~.n &cx::teok. W\u~~ Xt 

~~~:i~":~ yft~~:,·~;) i~t:: 
'X~•-- ltc;.,.tAh•l1t,'-.Chtl"C1~.)tt 
,If ·tan 11'\J~ o1 ~ I'd ,, ;i,;-t :WtN'( 
r-,•.) 
Omu ~ pl1 of New farm f,4e:h► 
f';tfJ and H.., FLlto lulg1Uon £q'"p, 
runt $:tjt<I :c ~ fr.M.Y.m l'I 
N.0 C.C. J 11,rB : ·Oi M1 lJ.,! itr.t ,is 
crt"-c,-.u.: :n., ~ f ~ 1u.:1.~II t.1, 

~0:.~J ~ .. ~J ::u~!.:<:9k~i '!!~\,: 
~t <A nc.- tarm rr,ci;;r.~ 1~ ,no,~,, l,:rr; 
t1~c,t'i..,~tt·l•lt-"C'-fl ON.11CV A 
~,~, ..,r,o tc:,ro.l't\ r.,w t,a:m rr-'Cl'.i.1 f r) 

Ct 111111 f.a:m W1!i)Jt OI\ C1:iJOll\l\d '\.f 

~'"'1":rk~11~ 111k~w:'1:.:;. d~~~i 
C0'"'t...,1'0t<;"I i>: t!\..\f ~ C1'!n(1y N"1 0' 
~ rJO'n'-rt -1: 'te M!e d f)l'I& t,lti o' n,.-(' 

r:;J;;.;;! NII .UUu 1.\l r.,\Ul11ft11\ 
ho,-, n o>~ VA tlJlfflPWl vn o! 1M 
:.C.~ )riO l.id U-1; !SA olhc:I 'l\,n l'c»c: 
p o,\ded b'I >W<f d# .t!": Cn>'/OC"J '°'· 
Sb'tl b O'.lfl(1.1ct:I\ tu, "'~ ca.ul,;.i 
ou,:aut,1.I e.> ~Stcror, IS c.f N.PCC \ 
~7-:)9 l ()I ~IOI t:o ti•~ ~0"8 tt:I( 
~1.st1ty u.'.fs :a, 1)..1 c-or,•r:ictc,1 \f'~i ~ 
,-~p:, :o ;ho c~y ~ 1.u o-, ~ 
~~M~~l ~~: ~1.r;ic1 
S? .:o,2-0J.J on ,\Netl ,~e cc,..111,., M:.,s 
10,hu·-!ll u t:to,.;,Jy0t;en1u.---J 
Mur"'""' Ta> l,,_.d, Mf N t<o c,: 
ustt :,Op:19 .J Ut. •~ IO ll~W Cl 
!2S,,;,tl .nr1 ~• 11.lolc!oA""'°''~ Mlilcr 
•t<t'C 'cw,a ,T•Y c.,U,n ,, u cct: o- "tLr-d 
:)f ~ t o•cr..l '6A c.il t-.., !n,c cf ;: .;•tf'l.2~ 

: ~.~ cl~ :~~.r;~tn~~ 
;~~~'~ ; : ~::,~ 4~ ) 

r-,_,., ,..:,a.,.,. ... '"~""-- ''-· 

cf;:; ~:&,a1 ·-;l.~}..;_,M •--~~j' .._ _, 
t'-' l 'dnw,,.o Mo\) to •1~·•t.1 \l ri-,,," ,.,, 
,tie .,::tQl'fv cit,.,,, l'WI.IIU! e' ~lftNtS','\ 
1,t """'"'"'I 01 (Nrv),, lf,11 ~..i:,, , -, t 
<."90· Nd 1.,.~nst-,~✓,.-1, ,,...,,1 
A11Jcl, 111 El1Cllo,s 

~'!,,'!~...-:. t~.:l .~:.:·:~,i~~•~; 
,~l(lc1 or, ,1 C'Vf9"1 Wtt blJ\!l A."' ~• •:u, 

~;~~:~i,l:e,:~~:, ~~";! 
11',1.t)ftr.l L~'.O'll 
, rn;_, JJwtd ~,1 Cci'") c;r.,~-~ --,·c·, 
rt',S{ to~ '.l.tl .at\ -:.c,·~ •'J ' "t( 
~1~•)' W i lti..<:".;t• rJ •1'("(,,4 
C(it.rly l)lfl! tJ.\ 11'1 ;-.,"«J'ft;!.f ~.!,l ;\ "1 ~l.1:., ., 
1 b) 9(_,,uo ,,i t nn'y (:n:1..-~"-""'"""' 
tflllY 1: 1,r, ~J·o 1,,.., ,('r.vo,uq +11 
.Jk<•co ~"'ti JI IM 0)\,1,,1, .au:,1,-
1:cas·1-M ,1"'1 r"(t ,;,r, r:1 lt(l~·at fT'r> ,If~"'' ,)'i!')":,c1 Ar.1 111.t~ ,, .. n ·o 
COf\'l'f! lt>I (#,( .. d .J',."t' _.. All .-r,,-.1• •~ 
i,(t SI\.\ I r,,( ""1l'1tn •n •cr,,1 cy 1rc11 
t-.o i:t1o.lf ,..._.~ ct«to~ "Qt 1«",,:,.C- ·, ~ 

~'
0[!:' ~~~~~:!7\!°' ~11 J;,·:( 

)huJI .. r.:f C->N",1'/ Sl.'t:!f.s A"Q"C') •.-i,.~ 
'efltA.o'\MCi.K('!-.1pl.~ •,c'M: {!,._,..r.. 
°NQl.l!'beeu'«lCJi 

~~:'izj.,)monclmffilt, ~!P"I oncl 

,., !ht ,r;.wmt" o•cvr!olJ I\~ ~1a:, •1.w ,,..c 
du.,..c, ffUV ~l- .-r,0 .. 110, ~ ,~.,..,!NI n., J 

; IOP,½:. cl :!111 BoJrJ oil CC.-.. :tf\ 
C:,r,,,,5e,,r.,r.utt ot ';If pr.1•~n, ~ •.1111',q 
~t)"'.\\:fe-'S ~ W111tacf 10kf"i ,'I! fll\l ,.q,,,,. 111 t1..rhM IO Ul:tt1• ef-'U."\l ul 't• 
)'l~ c,l;t\f<forl....., .,1MCOV,1/ ' 01' 
~ e,'!~o ol fP,'NrM n IJ\'I ,.,ii ljor1i.11 

""'-Ae.i;t<rt6J ;;.lb1'1'1f",I D; 'J e 11l , .ar,~ 
t,;...V"'\' rfl'IN r+Jt Ci\~~, ~'""'11trv: , 
1,, 1blT'I ~f d 0(1MC1 >~1 
v~ ~ltrtlYCf';q Chllltr-Ma 
£!'!'ti 't,'nco. Ct r ·ctt C:O,,.ir1u Ul"II.'· 
"'''1" F~ .O•,"W"JJt C 1tF.lf\\(.tNI 
V.cJV,e Ctrnt?y. (l'-111,t, t;o.WMt n...,, 
:').t\t!\G ,lr,lf\k>Jr. C,,.4NtC,"'l'ffl'l t9'/ t i 

•~'20 < 1011 . \lC~I 

PUBLIC NOTICES 
A puhlic notice is ,nfom,a, 
!ion infonn,f\g c~itCl'S ol 
90·1emmenl act1v,1ies llllll 

muy affccl the eihzens· 
everyoay hves 

Pubhc 001,ces ll.1•1e ol!f.n 
prinled rn loc:21 newspa, 
pers. lr.e trustw srAJm!~ 

fer communrty ntormalion 
tor more than 200 years. 



rubh< llul~<,S 

lf"O'l~lb 
~t)"('I' c htlll::t/ 'jf¥flfl tf'\.11 C~• 8.'lf'K. 
,. r.-t1t.11'I ,-• (',l\n',..,. F-r,.-JttrM t;-o,.,, 'All 
;r as,- ~l"~ ~ ••,,-.')11, ;\f :.s 'Z:t'l<-i .\l 
• 1•J Sh►,... ~ur.r.-ct. !\1tftl"('t l"\f<fll 
o"'""" S6~J. on~,..,. H««r.t"' JI), 
~ l2 Cl'w::iiM il.lM f'l..1< :i~to'\)I 
"l"Al i•1, 11 14.~tr,. NO 1'f'O Slt,_.P.: ,o 
:.., :.'-I• \' ,.·u'9t"ff"t',·'\ f t\.\t"CW nu<f, 
':,oi,,t', .,.I~ ,..l'tt !",t> ... .._..._,,.it'f\' :n l ',rll 
l(n$v Ccrm-sst 11•r r,rr(" ~'t1 
Uftll'rn)lll I\' F .... n, .. ~ 1n,.•·tuhll"..\. 1010 
c"'f1'1:nt .-;,•"-"· Su :"I} ("t.. S"tl"\\IC:4, Nt~I 
?l.t'nLI ;t.,n•-t>t.: 1k F..tot:.-1 l~•t 

C ,tu .a rc-r ,\~11· R~,11~,~ .,':'1,..-.:x.,. 

~~,r~~ts'ir,. ~1;·t~ ~~:~:;: 
t\,41('(\t\(',tt;Ol, t:)~'\ l)l.,...., b"t, 'X,21 1->,~" .-:, u:c.i. 

~ •t•l osr11t:1 C(JlW o, o~n­
~F::;,-, CO.INTV q A :r or= ~K'1H\t 
J.llCQfA 
1:'>,• 1,1,tt<-1-:J•l,t E'.r,v11 ,\I 

1.t.ct-~t' l/ '.!cl-,. Ott"-'J~ 
>IOTICE TO CflflJIIOIIS 

'l01,CE rS ef qEll'1 Gl\1:~ . .,,: ._, 
1,,"'!l'!":'"!-~"l'd 91.'l\. t;nr:",'l'C)C 'T,t'II ~"'I)'. 
•c;,,,.~C"C.:lt,\'e :-' 11\3 :it.'O\.c ttl!n:o J.J 
=-«~'> '\W""':9 ~l"Lmi "73~t ' t-<': 
:t~NRO YC ·t-.,.,. •c-;f :o ~-~1cT'C " " "' 
, 1,-~·1 .Ylhn ~-...,. 'f't t •M'S. ,¥'(:• t t .b'il 
,., ~ •'"' 1'4t1:11t ('!"i ,:• l"'A~w9 cf tt..s 
-.;.((."' r, fho CG.I""\"'' ' b l:-'1.''0! tiJ,•;M 
:;,., ... , ~!!I ,,1t ·t"" h" 1'"tH"1~ 'I) \.tJ'i 
•;q.:,1 ::-•·~ ~s..~ lt ~ 
1,; , , .. ~ at " 10 Ne,... :\l•c Si:t(I 
9 Y---.,ttt.i ~0 'l-8.'-01 ri, \hl ,,••1 •~, 
Ce.,-· 
!).lht1 ,- 1 ,.~~ U\• 1! :c, et" ~.P1 
._.Lon'U$c'i 
.. cn "11:>c~ 
:•r,-...-i,.,' r.('f'f'~~c""'-•'"' 
nt; MOf"l )J~d ~"',u l 
~-.rro11c\. ' iU US01 
: ,,,, i,:.().\(.)?«i •V'I : J ,a-~ 1fay ol 
O·L--vw-t ~ 2 

tf\-,il l'rl A 11 - ~Qt'4 

1.'-: 0'5lR'':T CO,Jf'U 
RI.IA! F.:<l~ CC<1NT• N0hl ti OAKOr• 
'-: rttc 'JM:'ffl ~r n•c :,enrirnc 
.\V't",n!lr-r.uttl,,w•, 

NOTICE OF PEnTION FOR 
flAJ.AE CHANGE 

' ~ f ii$F UK[ N:'lllCf. lti:"t ,1 Pt~Otl 
I ,:,., .a,,w~U1t,1 rr.,.,.,... W1'1 No f,\_,U 

"111 tflL' 0,,-\ cf 0 ,) ":'4.1 C<..vt '.l' 9t, f.f!:_;h 
Cfvf•:y PU.1th P,1\0IA, ti'<Cl, -"'J.l " ~ '"Y1 
1)ttl.J.• ' ll t "Qll"I) ,, .. •.\,..~ e' l\,"6,11 

O,,_ ~ • h1t>'f.1' tWt\ol \I.._ :tglf rir:·,) 
• • A••H :m Ollfl:t" .,.t YI ,, ..... ~l"d • • 
.\'1;,tf1·.,•~,., 
1 ,,o,:cr IS fuq111c:.i ~II/EN !!'al 
···,·ry ..... )" lt.'i"t 1 • "' ... "'"'· ~ Ori'n,:., 
,.,.,._;, : • •t .. ~ ~k.!4'\ ' ICJ,,("' ,~ frt,y 
,:I 1!1111 C:i..• ,•~ O.'Q, ,t-..tr;ro 1h11 
r1, t 1,,1t1•, '"\'NI ,.,, .. r tC\«Jt"'I :o 
/':cr,1,--~ 'flt. n~T<.> C1'iJf00 fr' ,11 oo ?•"On 

;.,~;,t·l ~~;-- .~1~ .. ,, u~"«~~ 
:i. r l,(,\h 0 1 J,..- lf1 '1("1 •11', t":h •O nJ\I 

,~· .,.. ,..,-it 1\' lh :rw Co...i t nu 
-!u·• '•.,,, :.e :7""._,, tr'! C(lll;r, ~ 

' JO)?l_ f"~ k• ..... Orfli>1 \\l!Vol,1 f..,! ,-,f f 
· ,w4,'J 
0.1?ct: 11·,, m <ia7 Y -:A.'\'.::...- ;·e12. 

:~~ttr:.;;w 
lt~ 4 CF-;•lk.i\'fil) A~ t~ 
f\.'--,1,r W 1l,-, ~ll~I 

,n1 !>llll 

srATF 0 ~ NCPUICAKOi l\ 
r.OIJNIV OF BIJRLl'iGB 
l'UXSTFCT COURT 
1•1 TIO' IJl,lTER Of l~E F.ST~T€ CF 
Jl~RY,1Ma V AmlEW , ,KIA c\!,UW 
J.NN f~. A(';\'fW ._,k•A MVIY ..\tm 
r.t~Ff >.(-A~\'I Al.,,\ {JAffYAfl'J 
AG~!W 
A.WA ~'A~Y M~ AGNEW. OECf-'SFO 
f'n_-aJiM F\ 11 lh ~ -m.2,PR.0011' 

NOTICE TO CREOITO~S 
l'f ft€ COHmY e,c AUPlf fGH Sf l\TC 
Of sonnt OAKOTA 
:1 tN1 Mt\t:r: d t~ fllt'-I" ,, N'A·yA't", , t 
ltlJ!"rA' ,t-l' .\ Lt.ry ._,.1 't .A9nllt"'- .,t~,11 
thry ~,,.. •.-,.~~ .~ aW• f,,l•lY"""' 
:;,~;:; ,~a W-y .\in i\(rY'"· Oe-

NOTiCf 15 H£R:::OV (if\.'f tl 1\11 ~ 
•,,'d~1~1 lirit.\ O!lt' .t:n»t'ltMI i~rw,.I 
:r.;~.JS,o ol lh ~ -n·..ce .-.1 
l ,P,NY!.'\ "-ll'f'r1 ~r_"ln t 1'~ 'ff- J.t:d 
t!t.tut...-d ,Vt: ·teutttt ·C ~~ U-0,: 
~ •..:t , tlvtt ""'\'h, 1"'r1 dw, l!l!t 
,J?f~ ~l).t.:.(.-,.01c.l :H11~1c• ~ 
c:.,,...,, wt: be l.c·t-•t: twtld Oi,irns m,~ 
t fNr bo &W~fid .,, J.:!~~ la:\; 
r•1 "1fl"ill :-o,,f<ll"t'Ja' •,~ ot ~.s ct'i!lt t! 
191~) Al~~ 1 \'0 tjf L~•M. •~ !,\Y.,,\ 
c,Uf<dw,6:t~C,:.,-. 
(),(e1110-1t zo;n 
:vJ.i"CtLe~o 
J"'1ttl r.r.q 
t$tl)Oll'lf, A,.., ~( 
U~ u:"\ ~SI~ 
1~.lt: l11untr•J1M 1() ,rm,c.~ 
M.\nt,\' W,.,l"'f:"'l,~ lD 1~/1! 
•~,.~:,,r£.1,t, 
, r9S 1"1SIS..tt ~ 7 
e.unm~-:.~o.a 
i'ru.~4.1;1; 
•V~IIC~ t'f.Ylf'dcm 
nl'f~N i'(<1M'l"inr.'\ 
(,~ ~~ :.l O:t 7.;m CS-, M 
Oc-:~r '.Or. 

'Cfltl. • n ~ • I 3321? 

AEQUESl FOR OUAllFICATIOIIS 
(RFOJ 

I~ .'-t)-t, rtt,at.11 f1•tiNlfflllll"I d W..-<11• 

~~~..::~~:a:~~ 
/.-,,er,.~ P.;w, \CIC>) •,., 'tot Of\0.:C 
l:i<CI Wt\l fnd ('x;f!« l'f\'"5! 0,,.(1¥,) 1r1t 
,v~ ti l't C"1 ,, 10 ,,~ up:,: 
~ T t'((1 :Of ~I Yin: 0.l,'tt to 

r:s,:,~~':;' ~ '7~ '-""1 il*I) 

~"ato.~ ~1;/rhj ~~ l~~~ 
WHI .. :'11 E:tsl Ertl Ov..t:s , ,,: 
etne=t1ri, ct n",;n :rJCt:.,t opt\':!:S, 'o, 

~~: ... :~ on~o::~n~;:ri,~ ~ 
r,tJtf>U! rti. 0••• I( U111 O,.t'~1 O"llctN r 
t.iRe s·a11 \'/,1w-•0;-r.,..~. rne wo.,i 
0, .. '11>1'! ,Vn\ o ~,qN >J CCW1'1ffilSJt0('('4 <t 

~~ ~~!!::,:1·~~;-!:i"' 
""''t,~.rc,. !:'I ~'"-9 ~ C:P tu 'Vt 1,1/nl 
0 .A6fll Tttw '-"'' c,~•IIQ P'CJflC? ~:x,o.. .ot1 
"'<)utl ~ J rw~ N ~ M •!r>l 
rJ,N ,lf'd ~- n'o.'l"r'ffCW', :v.:.~* ·• 
l'f'til»-d ' r, th! Y/tW ()i,'Sfl ~M d 
ilt".;st,v.1~ ,, !o:- 1\e Wtil ~:. 
tlrr.li,."1:)tJl#J•n nl 11, fn-tr11 hn'tt'!p :v-rt 
-ttw'"r(r'M-'( ,: I Wttt 0..""1 ClP. 
tri,:,:n:N tmn 1toM "l.l>\'O OtJ.'i4"0lCII? .,,. 
1 fi~lf.• 1,..lmlfUCtJ't o,quu. 
;I, ~f,-.l h '~PW.,. 
Fct "'-0.'f' 1tlYn.1~ lr'd :O tN""'"H -' 
r::r.,, ~' -to RFO f)JC-W'l"'4t"~. ~ ,e 
cmth., 
( h l'II K.''h(.'A)-1•, }m.f':S!t lT'f.( 'i ~C'I 

- C,ur 
l\~ lfl (h,N.l <i1.,1, r;~•,, C(nn,-,~n 
9X) h'-' Roi~ •°n'tflUl'I 
Aiun.vc.• \IBR!QS..(~ 
CC~':C'f 1tc.1112"1-21n 
( ~ e-~~littdq..,._. 

~ n;I\ ~~-t~ '!'O:,~ ~ ... ,!)'•~ 
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THE LINCOLN CIIY COUNCIL 
REOUI.AR MEETING 

THURSnAT OCTOBER I, 1m 
7;00,U 

1h11 1t 1J.1'<1r r.i:v Cr<.-r.: !n!D"'l'IQ os 1r11 
C:li'J •1' ~ WAi rl)i ,,d '0 tn1rf (N 

Pr,.s,tenl l:J•M ?r1,«.t -ti ' O)Jm 
p·~ oi Aft"gi<,00 dj~ ~u·, 
.8.~J..L; Ftt.rl C",l,t1.,. ~ Lffi4 
0~1\, .lwr., Lt "9t"'], C.u,~ P,11,1a 

:~:,~;~f:;~~~~~=o~ 
tc1,,~1 YOW'dcd ,o N'Nrdnt by n«.,, 
>,ICU 
Ut'>Ue' ::~ "fn.lW.t !10,t"'tl, r,taa! rto.'l:i 
l0 ~ 1'ld trl'P.lk'S llt,tt ,,1~•22. 
YClr.~ t,, th,.s VCU 
Old BIi>'- ci.,.1<,1,v, ti .,. 
T1.iMlt.\sh Ct>C'\flnt1 ,,,n 9,\11'~ f.<:tr"' 
-1:.Ccotel ""rU•~ 'o,t (. lt,tt Wlrf'-'ll 
Ctf':0,&Cl t ~ ~j (, ~ ,. l"~n la ~ 
,rtJ1".1' «"11tAU 

~~"ti;',';_, 9"' • """"'Y ol 
~O!nWf, ~cf,,iM,_.., tr!t ,, ~ \'l'.,o'tf'f t") 
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25.1062.02002 
Title. 

Sixty-ninth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

Introduced by 

Representative Heilman 

Prepared by the Legislative Council 
staff for Representative Heilman 

January 23, 2025 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1384 

1 A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact section 11-10-02 of the North Dakota Century Code, 
2 I relating to the election of a full timercclassification procedure of the county auditor. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

4 · SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 11-10-02 of the North Dakota Century Code is 
5 amended and reenacted as follows: 
6 11-10-02. Number and election of county officers. 
7 .L. Each organized county, unless it has adopted one of the optional forms of county 
8 government provided by the code or has combined or separated the functions of 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

4-: 

~ 

~ 

4,-

& 

county offices or redesignated offices as elective or appointive pursuant to~ 
chapter 11-10.2 or 11-10.3, must have the following officers: 
a.. 
Q.,_ 

.Q.,. 

d.... 

~ 

One county auditor. 

One recorder. 

One county treasurer . 

One coroner. 

A board of county commissioners consisting of three or five members as provided 
in this title. 

£. Not\•lithstanding chapter 11 10.2 or 11 10.3, if the county auditor as provided for in 
subsection 1 is a full time employee of the county, the county auditor rnust be an 
elective office, A county may not mmreise any power under a borne rule charter to 
eireum,.•ent this subsection.Before an elected county auditor position may be 
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Sixty-ninth 
Legislative Assembly 

reclassified as an appointed office under chapter 11 -1 0.2 or 11-1 0.3. the board of 

county commissioners shall adopt a resolution to reclassify the office. After approving 

the resolution. the board of county commissioners shall hold an election to determine 

the question posed to the qualified electors of the county. The election must be 

conducted in the same manner as to amend a home rule charter of a county under 

chapter 11-09.1. The ballot used in the election clearly must indicate an affirmative 

vote for the question reclassifies the county auditor position as an appointive office. If 

the majority of the voters approves the reclassification. the elected county auditor is 

e.ligible to serve the remainder of the term for which the individual was elected. After 

the expiration of the elected county auditor's term. the board of county commissioners 

shall appoint an individual to serve as the county auditor. A county may not exercise 

any power under a home rule charter to circumvent this section. 

J.. In addition. unless otherwise provided in section 11-10-02.3, each county must have 

an elected state's attorney and an elected sheriff. 

15 4. In counties having a population of six thousand or less, the recorder also serves as ex 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

officio clerk of the district court. The required officers must be chosen by the qualified 

electors of the respective counties at the general election in each even-numbered 

year, except the recorder, county auditor, treasurer. sheriff, and state's attorney, who 

must be. chosen in 1966 and every four years thereafter. the members of the board of 

county commissioners. who must be chosen in the manner prescribed in section 

11-11-02, and the county coroner. who must be chosen in the manner prescribed in 

section 11-19.1-03. 
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County Auditor Election and Appointment 

CHAPTER 11-09.1 Home Rule Counties 

11-09.1-01.  Methods of proposing home rule charter. 

The board of county commissioners may on its own motion cause a home rule charter 
to be drafted and submitted for adoption to the electors of the county in the manner 
provided in this chapter. A home rule proposal may be initiated in a petition filed with the 
board of county commissioners and signed by qualified electors of the county not fewer 
in number than two percent of the population of the county. 

11-09.1-05.  Powers. 

After the filing with the secretary of state of a charter approved in reasonable conformity 
with this chapter, the county and its citizens may, if included in the charter and 
implemented through ordinances: 

6. Provide for county elected and appointed officers and employees, their 
selection, powers, duties, qualifications, and compensation, and the terms of county 
appointed officers and employees. However, after adoption of a home rule charter, a 
county elected office may not be eliminated or combined with another office except 
upon approval of a majority of the electors of the county voting upon the question at a 
primary or general election or pursuant to the county officer combination, separation, or 
redesignation procedures of chapter 11-10.2. A home rule charter may not diminish the 
term of office for which a current county officer was elected, redesignate that elected 
office during that term as appointed, or reduce the salary of the office for that term. This 
subsection does not authorize a county to redesignate the elected offices of sheriff and 
state’s attorney as appointed, except as provided in section 11-10-02.3. 

The people of all counties coming within this chapter have the full right of self-
government in all matters within the powers enumerated in this chapter. The statutes of 
this state, so far as applicable, continue to apply to counties, except as superseded by 
the charters of the counties or by ordinances passed pursuant to the charters. 

 

CHAPTER 11-10 General Provisions 

11-10-02.  Number and election of county officers. 

Each organized county, unless it has adopted one of the optional forms of county 
government provided by the code or has combined or separated the functions of county 
offices or redesignated offices as elective or appointive pursuant to chapter 11-10.2 or 
11-10.3, must have the following officers: 

  1. One county auditor. 

  2. One recorder. 

  3. One county treasurer. 

  4. One coroner. 
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  5. A board of county commissioners consisting of three or five members as 
provided in this title. 

 

CHAPTER 11-10.2 County Officer Combination, Separation, and Redesignation 

11-10.2-01.  County officer combination, separation, and redesignation options. 

1. A county may, without requiring local citizens to permit county home rule 
powers: 

  a. Combine any elective county office with one or more functionally related 
elective or appointive county offices; 

  b. Separate an elective county office into two or more elective or appointive 
offices; or 

  c. Redesignate an elective county office as an appointive office or an appointive 
office as an elective office. 

2. A combination or separation of any elected or appointed county office may include the 
reassignment of any statutory function of that office or service provided by that office, 
but may not diminish the general responsibility of county government to perform any 
function or provide any service that is required by law to be performed or provided by 
county government. 

3. This option is available in addition to, or in lieu of, other county structural options 
authorized under this title, unless a specific mandate for combining or separating 
particular county offices is otherwise provided by law. The office of sheriff is excluded 
from the application of this chapter. 

11-10.2-02.  Methods of accomplishing office combination, separation, or 
redesignation of elective or appointive status. 

The combination or separation of elective county offices, or redesignation of a county 
office as elective or appointive, may be accomplished: 

  1. By resolution of the board of county commissioners, subject to the right of 
referendum in the county electors. The board of county commissioners may by a 
majority vote adopt a preliminary resolution incorporating a proposed plan for 
combining or separating county offices, or redesignating a county office as elective or 
appointive. The board shall cause the complete text of the proposed plan to be 
published in the official newspaper of the county, at least once during two different 
weeks within the thirty-day period immediately following the adoption of the preliminary 
resolution. The board of county commissioners shall hold public hearings and 
community forums or use other suitable means to disseminate information, receive 
suggestions and comments, and encourage public discussion of the purpose, 
conclusions, and recommendations of the plan. Within two years after the adoption of 
the preliminary resolution, the board of county commissioners may by final 
resolution approve the plan or amend the plan and approve it for implementation 
according to its terms. The final resolution may be referred to the qualified electors of 



the county by a petition protesting the plan. The petition must be signed by ten percent 
or more of the total number of qualified electors of the county voting for governor at the 
most recent gubernatorial election, and filed with the county auditor, or functional 
equivalent of that office, before four p.m. on the thirtieth day after the final resolution is 
adopted. Within ten days after the filing of the petition, the county auditor shall examine 
the petition and ascertain from the voter list whether the petition contains the signatures 
of a sufficient number of qualified electors. Any insufficiencies may be cured by the filing 
of an amended petition within ten days after the county auditor declares the 
insufficiency. The final resolution is suspended upon a determination by the county 
auditor that the petition was timely filed and contains the signatures of a sufficient 
number of qualified electors. The board of county commissioners shall reconsider the 
referred resolution, and if it does not repeal the resolution in its entirety, shall submit the 
resolution to a vote of the qualified electors of the county at the next regular election. 
The county auditor shall cause the complete text of the resolution to be published in the 
official newspaper of the county, not less than two weeks nor more than thirty days, 
before the date of the election. If a majority of the qualified electors voting on the 
question approves the resolution, the plan incorporated in the resolution is effective and 
becomes operative according to its terms as if it had not been suspended. 

  2. By initiative of county electors. A petition signed by ten percent or more of the 
total number of qualified electors of the county voting for governor at the most recent 
gubernatorial election may be submitted to the board of county commissioners, calling 
upon the board to submit to the electors the question of adopting a plan described in, or 
annexed to, the petition. The county auditor, or the functional equivalent of that officer, 
shall examine the petition and ascertain from the voter list whether or not the petition 
contains the signatures of a sufficient number of qualified electors. Any insufficiencies 
may be cured by the filing of an amended petition within thirty days after the county 
auditor declares the insufficiency. When a plan for the combination or separation of 
county offices or redesignation of county offices as elective or appointive is proposed 
pursuant to this subsection, the board of county commissioners shall submit the 
proposed plan to a vote of the qualified electors of the county at a primary or general 
election not less than sixty days nor more than two years, as specified in the petition, 
after determining that the petition is sufficient. The question on the ballot at the election 
must be framed in a manner that fairly and accurately describes the substance of the 
proposed plan. The board shall cause the complete text of the proposed plan to be 
published in the official newspaper of the county, at least once during two different 
weeks within the thirty-day period immediately preceding the date of the election. The 
board of county commissioners may, prior to the election, hold public hearings and 
community forums and use other suitable means to disseminate information, receive 
suggestions and comments, and encourage public discussion of the purpose, 
conclusions, and recommendations of the plan. If a majority of the qualified electors 
voting on the question approves of its adoption, the plan is effective according to its 
terms. 

 

 



 

 

11-10.2-03.  Analysis required — Contents of plan — Limitations. 

1. A proposed plan for combining or separating county elective offices, or redesignating 
a county office as elective or appointive, must be based on an analysis of each affected 
office, which may include an analysis of: 

  a. The existing office organization, functions, and procedures established for 
providing governmental services; 

  b. The proposed office organization, functions, and procedures; and 

  c. How the proposal may improve the effectiveness and efficiency of county 
government and its responsiveness and accountability to local citizens. 

2. The analysis may be performed as part of a study process initiated pursuant to 
chapter 40-01.1. 

3. A proposed plan for combining or separating county elective offices, or redesignating 
a county office as elective or appointive, may include provision for: 

  a. The selection, powers, duties, functions, qualifications and training, terms, and 
compensation of the affected county offices, notwithstanding any other law; 

  b. Selection, transfer, reassignment, or termination of personnel associated with 
each affected office; 

  c. The election or appointment of a county manager, notwithstanding the 
provisions of chapter 11-09; 

  d. Transition in implementation of the plan, including elements that consider the 
reasonable expectations of current officeholders such as delayed effective dates for 
implementation at the end of a current term or a future term, upon the occurrence of a 
vacancy, or on a date certain; 

  e. The limited application or temporary implementation of the plan, including 
provisions that permit implementation on an experimental or pilot basis such as the 
expiration of the plan on a date certain in the future, required reapproval of the plan by 
the electors at a future date, or a phased-in implementation of different components of 
the plan; and 

  f. Any other provision deemed necessary for combining or separating the offices 
or redesignating an office as elective or appointive. 

4. A plan may not propose to diminish the term of office for which a current county 
officer was elected, redesignate that elected office during that term as appointed, or 
reduce the salary of the office for that term. The plan may not diminish the general 
responsibility of county government to perform any function or provide any service that 
is required by law to be performed or provided by county government. 



5. A proposed plan may not diminish the future term of office, or redesignate an elected 
office as appointed, with respect to any person who, on August 1, 1993, holds an 
elected county office and continues to hold that specific office for future terms on an 
uninterrupted basis. This subsection does not apply after January 1, 2002, or if the 
person holding the affected office consents in writing to the proposed plan and files that 
written document prior to the scheduled implementation of the plan with the district court 
for the county. 

 



2025 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Political Subdivisions Committee 
Room JW327B, State Capitol 

HB 1384 
1/24/2025 

 
A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact section 11-10-02 of the North Dakota Century 
Code, relating to the election of a full-time county auditor.   

 
9:16 a.m. Chairman Longmuir opened the hearing. 
 
Members Present: Chairman Longmuir, Vice-Chairman Fegley, Vice-Chairman Jonas, 
Representatives Bolinske, Davis, Hager, Hatlestad, Heilman, Klemin, Motschenbacher, 
Ostlie, Warrey 
 
Members Absent: Representative Toman 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Current county auditor laws 
• Appointed vs elected county auditors 

 
9:17 a.m. Representative Ostlie moved a Do Not Pass. 
 
9:17 a.m. Representative Fegley seconded the motion. 
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Donald W. Longmuir Y 
Representative Clayton Fegley Y 
Representative Jim Jonas Y 
Representative Macy Bolinske Y 
Representative Jayme Davis Y 
Representative LaurieBeth Hager Y 
Representative Patrick R. Hatlestad Y 
Representative Matthew Heilman N 
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin Y 
Representative Mike Motschenbacher Y 
Representative Mitch Ostlie Y 
Representative Nathan Toman A 
Representative Jonathan Warrey Y 

 
9:27 a.m. Motion Passed 11-1-1 
 
9:27 a.m. Representative Fegley will carry the bill. 

 
9:28 a.m. Chairman Longmuir closed the hearing. 
 
Wyatt Armstrong, Committee Clerk 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1384 (25.1062.02000)

Political Subdivisions Committee (Rep. Longmuir, Chairman) recommends DO NOT
PASS (11 YEAS, 1 NAY, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1384 was placed on the
Eleventh order on the calendar.

https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/69-2025/regular/documents/25-1062-02000.pdf
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