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A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact section 31-01-16 of the North Dakota Century 
Code, relating to compensation and mileage and travel expenses for witnesses.   

9:30 a.m. Chairman Longmuir opened the hearing. 

Members Present: Chairman Longmuir, Vice-Chairman Fegley, Vice-Chairman Jonas, 
Representatives Bolinske, Hager, Hatlestad, Heilman, Klemin, Motschenbacher, Ostlie, 
Toman, Warrey 

Members Absent: Representative Davis 

Discussion Topics: 
• Counties exceeding the current allocated compensation funds
• Use of unclaimed compensation funds
• Daily fees paid to witnesses

9:30 a.m. Representative Lawrence Klemin, North Dakota Representative for District 47, 
introduced the bill, testified in favor, and provided testimony #33104. 

9:33 a.m. Rozanna Larson, Ward County State's Attorney, testified in favor and provided 
testimony #31360. 

9:41 a.m. Tasha Gerding, Accounting Manager for the North Dakota Attorney Generals 
Office, testified in neutral. 

9:56 a.m. Representative Hager moved a Do Pass and rereferred to Appropriations. 

9:56 a.m. Representative Hatlestad seconded the motion. 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Donald W. Longmuir Y 
Representative Clayton Fegley Y 
Representative Jim Jonas Y 
Representative Macy Bolinske Y 
Representative Jayme Davis A 
Representative LaurieBeth Hager Y 
Representative Patrick R. Hatlestad Y 
Representative Matthew Heilman Y 
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin Y 
Representative Mike Motschenbacher Y 
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Representative Mitch Ostlie Y 
Representative Nathan Toman Y 
Representative Jonathan Warrey Y 

9:57 a.m. Motion passed 12-0-1  

9:57 a.m. Representative Jonas will carry the bill. 

Additional written testimony:  
Ashley Lies, Executive Director of the North Dakota State's Attorney's Association, submitted 
testimony in favor #32881 
Wade Enget, Mountrail County State's Attorney, submitted testimony in favor #31368 
Becky Keller, Finance Director for the Office of the Attorney General, submitted neutral 
testimony #32311 

9:58 a.m. Chairman Longmuir closed the hearing. 

Wyatt Armstrong, Committee Clerk 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1399 (25.0998.02000)

Political Subdivisions Committee (Rep. Longmuir, Chairman) recommends DO PASS
and BE REREFERRED to the Appropriations Committee (12 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT
AND NOT VOTING). HB 1399 was rereferred to the Appropriations Committee.

https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/69-2025/regular/documents/25-0998-02000.pdf


#31360

Hearing date: January 27, 2025 

House Political Subdivisions Committee 
2025 ND Legislature 

Chairperson Donald Longmuir 
Committee Members 

From: Rozanna C Larson 
Ward County State's Attorney 

RE: House Bill 1399 

Chairperson Longmuir and Members of the Committee, 

This is my written testimony in favor of House Bill 1399 and ask the committee submits a DO 
PASS vote. I am the State's Attorney for Ward County and have been a prosecutor for 27 years. 

This bill seeks to amend NDCC 31-01-16, Compensation and milage and travel expenses of 
witnesses. 

Legislative history on the statute. According to WestLaw, this section of statute was last 
amended in 2019. Prior to 2019 the statute provided that the Attorney General shall pay all 
witness fess and expenses for criminal cases in District Court. The amendment in 2019 capped 

the amount the Attorney General paid to $25,000 per county per biennium. 

31-01-16 mandates all witnesses be paid $25/day necessarily in attendance for District Court, 
and also that all milage and travel expenses are paid. This $25 witness fee is for all appearances 
a witness may be subpoenaed to appear. That could include preliminary hearings, motion 
hearings, bond hearings, sentencings, or other matters, as well as trials. 

Legislature sets the amount that is paid for mileage as well as per diem for meal reimbursement. 

I am attaching PDF spreadsheets for the actual expenditures Ward County had for witness fees 

and expenses for 2023 and 2024. As you can see, $25,000 per biennium was not sufficient for 
even the first year. 

I'm certain you have heard from other law enforcement stake holders that crime has not gone 
down. You also have been told the costs have not gone down. Costs for mileage, meals, lodging 

and other travel such as flights have all increased. 

The first change the NDSAA is seeking for your consideration is to increase the biennium 
amount to $30,000 per county per biennium. This would be an increase of $265,000 per 
biennium, or $132,500 per year. 

The second amendment the NDSAA is seeking, is for legislature to gives counties (State's 
Attorneys) the specific authority to enter into agreements with each other to use another County's 



unused reimbursement funds, this agreement would be in writing and approved by the the 
Attorney General. This change is specifically requested because the current statute does not have 
this provision. A few years back I had sought to be able to use funds from another county, the 
AG at that time opined we could not enter into such an agreement because there was no specific 
statute authority allowing it. 

There was discussion amongst the NDSAA regarding this change. One suggestion had been to 
revamp the system to be based upon population or caseload formula. Ultimately the group 
agreed upon the above changes rather than a formula-based reimbursement plan. 

One reason for this, is due to smaller counties being placed at risk. Currently every county has 
the same amount available. If a small county ends up with a big case, they have the full amount 
available to them. If that changed to a formula-based reimbursement, a smaller county could end 
up being short and stuck with a significant bill. Even bigger counties have that issue currently, 
as you can see for Ward County in one biennium. Also, by having a set amount for the 
reimbursement for each county, for budge purposes that amount is definite, rather than fluid each 
biennium. For budgeting purposes, by state Legislature and Counties, that makes it easier. 

Example - currently Ward County has used up all the funds available for reimbursement. During 
the 2025 budget cycle I was aware of this and knew I had to budget for witness fees at least up to 
when the new biennium would start. Knowing that I had our trial calendars pulled, as well as 
looked at open cases that would likely be set for trial during that time. 

One case I knew was scheduled for this year, before the new biennium is a 3-week murder trial. 
This trial also involves a change of venue. Ward County will be paying witnesses milage to 
another city, as well as witness fees and per diem meals, that ordinarily would only receive the 
witness fee. For that one case I budgeted $40,000.00 for witness expenses. -what I didn't 
factor in was hotel rooms, I'm hoping there isn't a blizzard, so I don't end up paying additional 
expenses. Change of venue is not the norm for most cases. But it isn't unheard of either. We 
had another murder case where the court granted a change of venue in 2024. The witness costs 
for that trial were over $17,000. Having the ability to ask another county for is unused witness 
reimbursement funds would aid in deflecting these mandated costs. 

We live in a time when people are transient. Witnesses move, defendants move. It isn't unusual 
for a defendant to have cases in multiple counties. Cases take a long time to go through the 
system to finally get to trial. Bigger cases, such as murder cases easily take two years from the 
time of arrest. These are cases that have significant government and society interest, not just for 
one specific county. That is why having the ability to share unused reimbursement funds is 
warranted rather than individual counties having to bear the costs when they go over. As you can 
see from my attachments, all costs still will not be covered, but it will help. 



2023 WITNESS FEES PAID IN WARD COUNTY 
eMemo 
TNESS FEE 
ENILE COURT HEARING-QEW-10/26/2022 - 51-22-

ITNESS FEE 
ITNESS FEE - TPR HEARING - INTEREST OF K.B. & N.B 
I PROGRAM - EXPERT WITNESS FEE - 51-22-CR-00598 
ITNESS FEE 

ITNESS FEE 

14-15/ 

1/13/2 190516 
001.0004.300.2900 1/13/20 I NESS FEE 190516 
001.0004.300.2900 1/13/2023 WITNESS FEE 190517 
001.0004.300.2900 1/13/2023 WITNESS FEE 190518 
001.0004.300.2900 1/13/202 NESS FEE 190518 
001.0004.300.2900 1/13/2023 WITNESS FEE 190521 

001.0004.300.2900 1/13/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-22-CR 

1/13/2023 WITNESS FEE -11/3 & 11/4/22 $50.00 $0.00 51-22-CR 

1/13/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-22-CR 

1/13/2023 WITNESS FEE - MILEAGE & MEALS $80.66 $0.00 51-21-CR 

WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-22-CR 

-11/03-11/04/22 CASE 51-22-CR-00598 

001.0004.300.2900 
001.0004.300.2900 



001.0004.300.2900 1/13/2023 WITNESS FEE 

001.0004.300.2900 1/13/2023 WITNESS FEE 

001.0004.300.2900 1/13/2023 WITNESS FEE 

001.0004.300.2 I NESS FEE 

001.0004.300. 
001.0004.300. 

SS FEE 

S FEE 

FEE 

NESS FEES 

TNESSFEES 

TNESS FEES 

TNESS FEES 

TNESS FEES 

TNESS FEE 

I I -

11 -111111111E!m] 

51-22-CR-01867;12/29 
Sl-22-CR-01913;12/01 

51-22-CR-01772;12/08 

$0.00 Sl-22-JV-00169;01/19 

$0.00 51-22-CR-02092;02/03 

$0.00 51-22-CR-01484;02/0l 
$0.00 51-22-CR-01541;02/02 

$0.00 S1-23-TR-00002;02/03 

'I ' 

'I 

'I ' 

190544 

190539 
0 

0 
0 

190545 



001.0004.300.2900 3/2/2023 WITNESS FEE 
001.0004.300.2900 3/2/2023 WITNESS FEE 
001.0004.300.2900 3/2/2023 WITNESS FEE 
001.0004.300.2900 3/2/2023 WITNESS FEE $0.00 51-23-CR-00026;02/16 
001.0004.300.2900 3/2/2023 WITNESS FEE $0.00 51-23-CR-00027;02/16-

$0.00 Sl-23-CR-00056;02/16 
$0.00 51-23-CR-00021;02/09 
$0.00 Sl-22-CR-01229;02/10 
$0.00 S 1-22-CR-02283;02/02 

SSFEE 
SS FEE 
SS FEE 

S FEE· ROOM & MEALS 

0 
0 

0 
0 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 0 
001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 0 
001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEES 191339 
001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEES 191343 
001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEES 191347 
001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEES 191348 
001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEES 191362 
001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEES 191328 



04.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEES 

001.0004.300. 2900 

001.0004.300.2900 
001.0004.300.2900 

001.0004.300.2900 

001.0004.300.2900 

001.0004.300.2900 

E 

001.0004.300.2900 EE 
001.0004.300.2900 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNE EE 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS F 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 
001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 
001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNES 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 191357 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 191358 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 191359 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE $ . 191360 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE $0. 0 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE $0. 0 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE $0. 0 



001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 0 
001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 191363 
001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 191364 
001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 191365 
001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 191366 
001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 191367 
001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 I NESS FEE 191368 

001.0004.300.2900 4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 191369 

4/21/2023 WITNESS FEE 

$25. 

$25.00 

$25.00 

$25.00 

$25.00 

$25.00 

$25.00 

001.0004.300.2900 5/16/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 

001.0004.300.2900 5/16/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 

001.0004.300.2900 5/16/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 

001.0004.300.2900 5/16/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 

001.0004.300.2900 5/16/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 

WITNESS FEES 

NESS FEE 

TNESS FEE 

TNESS FEE 0 
TNESS FEE 0 

NESS FEE 191582 

191583 

191584 



0 

$25.00 $0.00 51-23-JV-00011;06/13 
$25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-00289;06/01 

001.0004.300.2900 6/27/2023 WITNESS FEES $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-00801;06/08 
001.0004.300.2900 6/27/2023 WITNESS FEES $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-00395;06/01 
001.0004.300.2900 6/27/2023 I SS FEES $25.00 $0.00 51-23-JV-00010;06/13 

6/27/2023 WITNESS FEES $25.00 $0.00 51-22-CR-02180;06/01 
7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 Sl-23-CR-00840;06/15 

2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-00444;06/22 
$25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-00423;06/29 
$25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-00764;06/15 

191856 
191857 
191858 
191859 



001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS FE 191862 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS FE 191865 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS FE 191868 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS F 191870 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 191871 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 191872 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS FE 191873 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 ROOM 308 M. TALBOTT 51-22-CR-00307;06/21/23 
001.0004.300.2900 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 7/14/2023 WITNESS FEE 
001.0004.300.2900 7/18/2023 MISCELLANEOUS 
001.0004.300.2900 7/18/2023 MISCELLANEOUS 
001.0004.300.2900 7/18/2023 MISCELLANEOUS 
001.0004.300.2900 7/18/2023 MISCELLANEOUS 
001.0004.300.2900 7/28/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 7/28/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 7/28/2023 WITNESS 
163.0034.300.2999 7/28/2023 WITNESS FE 
163.0034.300.2999 7/28/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 7/28/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 7/28/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 7/28/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 7/28/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 7/28/2023 WITNESS E 
163.0034.300.2999 7/28/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 8/4/2023 WITNESS FEES 
163.0034.300.2999 8/4/2023 WITNESS FEES 
163.0034.300.2999 8/4/2023 WITNESS FEES 
163.0034.300.2999 8/4/2023 WITNESS FEES 
163.0034.300.2999 8/4/2023 WITNESS FEES $0.00 51-23-C 
163.0034.300.2999 8/4/2023 WITNESS FEES $0.00 51-23-CR-01104;07/27 
163.0034.300.2999 8/4/2023 WITNESS FEES $0.00 51-23-CR-00502;07 /27 
163.0034.300.2999 8/4/2023 WITNESS FEES $0.00 51-23-CR-01127;07/27 



192134 
0 

192149 
192387 
192387 
192387 

8 SMITH, AMANDA 
INOR 

163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE 
163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $0.00 Sl-23-CR-01383;08 
163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $0.00 51-23-CR-01228;08/10 
163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $0.00 51-23-JV-00095;08/25 
163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $0.00 51-23-CR-1273;08/25 
163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $0.00 51-23-CR-1218;08/10 



EE 192499 
3 WITNESS FEE 

163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE 

163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE 

163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE 

163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $ 

163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $ 

163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $ 

163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE 

163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE 

0 

S FEE 0 

S FEE 

SS FEE 

ESS FEE 

192523 

192518 

192521 

192524 

192513 

192515 

192522 

192516 

192512 

192512 

192525 

$25.00 

$155.34 

163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE - D BONELLI INV 711244 $989.81 

163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE - DALE BONELLI INV $176.40 $0.00 51-2 

163.0034.300.2999 10/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-22-CR-00032;10/24 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 ·($25.00) 51-23-CR-00097;02/23 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 -($25.00) 51-23-CR-00244;03/23 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 -($25.00) 51-23-CR-00243;03/30 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 -($25.00) 51-20-CR-00095;03/08 



001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 -($25.00) Sl-23-JV-00066;03/30 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 -($25.00) 51-23-CR-00408;04/06 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 -($25.00) 51-23-JV-00082;04/26 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 -($25.00) 51-23-JV-00079;05/03 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 -($25.00) 51-22-CR-00474;05/16 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 -($25.00) 51-22-CR-02199;05/12 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 -($25.00) 51-22-CR-00307;06/20 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 -($25.00) 51-22-CR-00307;06/21 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 ·($25.00) 51-23-CR-00014;06/30 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 ·($25.00) 51-23-CR-00014;06/30 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 ·($25.00) 51-22-JV-00136;06/12 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 -($25.00) 51-22-CR-00307;06/21 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 -($25.00) 51-22-CR-00307;06/20 

001.0004.300.2900 11/7/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 -($25.00) 51-22-CR-00307;06/20 

163.0034.300.2999 11/7/2023 EXPENDITURES $0.00 -($25.00) 51-22-CR-01860;07 /20 

001.0004.300.2900 11/8/2023 MISCELLANEOUS $0.00 -($25.00) 51-20-CR-00095;03/08 

001.0004.300.2900 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-TR-04816,08/18 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01500,10/27 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-00818,09/21 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-00969,10/13 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01757,10/19 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01814,10/26 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-JV-00182,10/16 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01852,10/26 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01798,10/19 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-01272,09/21 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01654,09/28 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01706,10/26 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-00456,10/04 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE- 2 DAYS $50.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-00764,10/24 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01594,09/21 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01148,10/12 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01279,09/28 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01515,10/09 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-JV-00182,10/16 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01561,10/20 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01132,10/05 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-22-CR-00864,10/19 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-1841, 10/17 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-1124,09/21 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01824,10/26 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01068,09/28 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01743,10/12 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-1439,10/12 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-22-CR-01560,09/21 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01670,09/28 

163.0034.300.2999 11/9/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-00809,09/21 



192618 

192612 

192616 

163.0034.300.2999 12/11/2023 WITNESS FEE - MINOR CHILD REIMBURSEMENT 192833 

163.0034.300.2999 12/11/2023 WITNESS FEE 192833 

163.0034.300.2999 12/11/2023 WITNESS FEE - FLIGHTS 51-22-CR-2308 192831 

. 34.300.2999 12/11/2023 WITNESS FEE- ROOM 51-22-CR-2308 192829 

• 04.300.2900 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE 0 
163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE 0 

163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE 0 



163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-JV-00194,12/07 
163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-00219,12/13 0 
163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-00137,12/15 0 
163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-02144,12/14 0 
163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-02022,12/07 _ 192956 
163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-JV-00194,12/07 192961 
163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-JV-00194,12/07 192965 
163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-JV-00194,12/07 192963 
163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-JV-00194,12/07 192958 
163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-JV-00194,12/07 

163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-CR-01132,12/14 

163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-23-JV-00219,12/13 
163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE (2 DAYS) $50.00 $0.00 51-21-CR-1771, 12/19 

163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-21-CR-1771, 12/19 

163.0034.300.2999 12/27/2023 WITNESS FEE $25.00 $0.00 51-21-CR-1771, 12/19 

001.0004.300.2900 12/28/2023 DOCUMENT DESTRUCTION $48.00 $0.00 INV025063 192994 
001.0004.300.2900 12/28/2023 DOCUMENT DESTRUCTION $53.28 $0.00 INV025035 192994 
001.0004.300.2900 12/29/2023 LEXISNEXIS-MTH CONTRACT 11/30/23-STATES ATTNY $580.00 $0.00 DEC23F0116 
001.0004.300.2900 12/29/2023 DOMINOS--WITNESS MEAL--STATES ATTNY $56.95 $0.00 DEC23RZ0116 

163.0034.300.2999 12/29/2023 STALE DATE 04/18/2023 189858 $0.00 -($25.00) 

163.0034.300.2999 12/29/2023 STALE DATE 04/18/2023 190203 $0.00 -($25.00) 

163.0034.300.2999 12/29/2023 STALE DATE 04/18/2023189858 $0.00 -($25.00) 

163.0034.300.2999 12/29/2023 STALE DATE 04/18/2023190203 $0.00 -($25.00) 

$31,106.48 -($850.66) 

TOTAL 2023 WITNESS FEES PAID $30,255.82 







DATf.--04/02/24 MEETING-192S21 

















TOTAL 2024 EXPENDR'UR 



To: Hon. Chairman Longmuir
Hon. Vice-Chair Fegley
Hon. Vice-Chair Jonas
Members of the House Political Subdivisions Committee

From: Wade G. Enget, Mountrail County State’s Attorney

Re: HB 1399

I am submitting this testimony in SUPPORT of HB 1399. 

I am currently serving as the Mountrail County State’s Attorney, and have been in that position since
November 1, 1985.  During that time, I have tried several felony cases to  juries, and also felony
cases before a judge.  In each of those cases, it is imperative that any witness(es) to the crime be
present to give their testimony regarding the events that occurred.

HB 1399 is a well-thought out plan that would allow Counties in the State of North Dakota to
cooperate amongst themselves to insure that monies appropriated according to the provisions of
N.D.C.C. §31-01-16 are available for use within a biennium, even when a county has already “used
up” their allocation.

As we know, crime has no season and criminal felony jury trials cannot be predicted with any
certainty.  HB 1399 allows for flexibility, while remaining true to the intent of N.D.C.C. §31-01-16.

Thank you for your time, and again I would request a DO PASS recommendation from this
Committee on HB 1399.

Wade G. Enget (04165)
Mountrail County State’s Attorney
101 N. Main St.
P.O. Box 69
Stanley, ND 58784
(701)628-2965

Page 1 of  1
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COUNTY 15-17 17-19 19-21 21-23 23-25

ADAMS 322.88 101.30 488.19 - - 

BARNES - - - - - 

BENSON 2,009.61 1,444.65 2,496.53 3,882.68 1,621.45 

BILLINGS - - - - - 

BOTTINEAU - - - - - 

BOWMAN - 28,303.53 748.55 - - 

BURKE - - - - 611.07 

BURLEIGH 25,528.06         26,282.15         19,308.24         25,000.00         20,275.78         

CASS 52,208.50         11,632.59         575.24 14,811.77         3,568.48 

CAVALIER 91.70 467.78 - - - 

DICKEY 186.40 348.14 - 582.60 - 

DIVIDE 101.38 41.35 530.60 5,826.33 305.54 

DUNN - 109.29 1,257.85 4,985.31 753.32 

EDDY 2,207.12 - - - - 

EMMONS 1,734.97 - 25.00 131.59 25.00 

FOSTER - - - - - 

GOLDEN VALLEY - - - - - 

GRAND FORKS 11,124.56         - 2,685.24 4,285.12 3,106.00 

GRANT 212.63 459.75 - - - 

GRIGGS - 95.85 612.38 449.76 - 

HETTINGER - - - - - 

KIDDER 514.80 25.00 - - - 

LAMOURE - - 127.86 96.87 100.32 

LOGAN - - - - - 

MCHENRY 267.75 - 477.47 5,444.33 319.48 

MCINTOSH 533.82 - - 419.12 - 

MCKENZIE 6,650.10 1,544.33 3,329.88 2,517.30 3,588.09 

MCLEAN 4,398.72 2,579.10 307.68 625.28 276.96 

MERCER - - - - - 

MORTON 7,828.33 2,862.51 3,561.79 9,483.07 394.36 

MOUNTRAIL 276.00 1,679.52 4,863.40 - 2,743.26 

NELSON 1,425.87 - - 388.99 - 

OLIVER - - - - - 

PEMBINA - 3,216.22 3,494.03 4,416.38 608.02 

PIERCE - - - - - 

RAMSEY 5,944.92 20,937.05         1,303.20 767.81 1,438.06 

RANSOM 1,652.20 526.54 323.95 - 350.00 

RENVILLE - - - - 4,534.09 

RICHLAND 808.70 791.02 535.75 952.84 2,039.59 

Biennium

Witness Fee Reimbursements
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ROLETTE 1,077.60 - 400.45 474.57 - 

SARGENT - - - - - 

SHERIDAN - - - 25.00 53.08 

SIOUX - - - - - 

SLOPE - - - - - 

STARK 8,978.49 4,182.00 3,550.68 3,834.89 10,611.67         

STEELE - - - - - 

STUTSMAN 8,269.19 14,458.84         4,189.40 1,388.84 100.00 

TOWNER 86.72 - - 203.18 - 

TRAILL - - - - - 

WALSH - - 232.02 643.91 - 

WARD 72,003.05         41,789.35         25,000.00         25,000.00         16,578.92         

WELLS 11,007.75         17,982.11         5,176.02 5,010.88 120.43 

WILLIAMS 29,610.49         23,723.76         8,764.29 25,000.00         10,625.25         

Total Claimed per 

Biemmiun 257,062.31       205,583.73       94,365.69         146,648.42       84,748.22         



North Dakota State’s Attorneys’ Association 

January 27, 2025 

To: Judiciary Committee 
Hon. Chairman Klemin  
Hon. Vice-Chair Vetter  
Members of the Committee 

RE: House Bill No. 1399 

Chairman Klemin, Vice-Chair Vetter, and Members of the House Judiciary:  

The North Dakota State’s Attorneys’ Association (NDSAA) is submitting this letter asking for a 
DO PASS on House Bill 1399. This Bill was sponsored by Chairman Klemin at the request of our 
Association.  

Currently, each of our counties is allotted $25,000.00 from the Attorney General for witness 
reimbursement. In larger counties, this budget is expended very quickly while some smaller 
counties may never use even a dollar of their budget. Our proposal would, first, increase the 
allotted amount to $30,000.00 as this allotment has not been increased in a number of years. 
Second, it would allow our counties to enter into an agreement with each other to share unused 
funds with the approval of the Attorney General. For larger counties (like Ward County) that use 
up their budget every year, this would allow them to work with the counties that aren’t using their 
budget to move their appropriation over. Additionally, for smaller counties, the benefit is that while 
they may not annually use much of their allotment, should a large case arise, they may need to 
access these funds and allowing them the opportunity to share with another county is in the best 
interests of all our citizens.  

We appreciate your time and consideration and ask that you issue a DO PASS on House Bill 1399. 

On behalf of the North Dakota State’s Attorneys:  

Ashley L. Lies, Executive Director 

#32881



TESTIMONY OF REP. LAWRENCE R. KLEMIN 
HOUSE POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS COMMITTEE 

HOUE BILL NO. 1399 
JANUARY 31, 2025 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the House Political Subdivisions Committee.  I am 
Lawrence R. Klemin, Representative for District 47 in Bismarck. I am here to testify in 
support of House Bill No. 1399.  This bill relates to the compensation, mileage and 
travel expenses for prosecution witnesses in the counties. 

The Attorney General maintains a fund to pay for prosecution witness expenses.  The 
law currently sets the amount for these expenses at $25,000 per county per biennium. 
Counties pay the expenses and then request reimbursement from the Attorney General. 
The bill proposes to increase that amount to $30,000 per county.  There is a fiscal note 
prepared by the Office of the Attorney General that shows the total amount at $265,000 
per biennium with the increase to $5,000 per county. 

The amount that a county spends on prosecution witness expenses varies from county 
to county.  Some counties with larger populations spend more than the allocated 
amount than counties with smaller populations. The bill allows a county that needs more 
money for these expenses to enter into an agreement with another county to obtain its 
uncommitted funds, subject to the approval of the Attorney General. 

Roza Larson, State’s Attorney for Ward County, is available to tell you more about the 
county prosecution witness expenses and how the reimbursement process works. 

I urge you to recommend “do pass” on House Bill No. 1399. 

Rep. Lawrence R. Klemin 
District 47, Bismarck 

#33104
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2025 HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS 

HB 1399 



2025 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations Committee 
Roughrider Room, State Capitol 

HB 1399 
2/10/2025 

 
A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact section 31-01-16 of the North Dakota Century 
Code, relating to compensation and mileage and travel expenses for witnesses. 

 
2:47 p.m. Chairman Vigesaa called the meeting to order. 
 
Members Present: Chairman Vigesaa, Vice Chairman Kempenich, Representatives Berg, 
Bosch, Brandenburg, Fisher, Hanson, Louser, Martinson, Meier, Monson, Murphy, Nathe, 
Nelson, O'Brien, Pyle, Richter, Sanford, Stemen, Swiontek, Wagner 
 
Members Absent: Representatives Anderson, Mitskog 

 
Discussion Topics: 

• Travel Expenses  
• Compensation  
• Finance for Attorney General  

 
2:48 p.m. Representative Longmuir introduced the Bill.  
 
2:54 p.m. Becky Keller, Finance Director for Attorney General, answered questions.  
 
3:01 p.m. Representative Nathe motioned Do Pass. 
 
3:01 p.m. Representative Stemen seconded. 
 
3:04 p.m. Chairman Vigesaa motioned to rescind motion. 
 
3:04 p.m. Vice Chairman Kempenich seconded. 
 
3:04 p.m. Representative Nathe rescinded the Do Pass motion. 
 
3:04 p.m. Representative Stemen rescinded the second.  
 
3:06 p.m. Representative Murphy motioned a Do Not Pass.  
 
3:06 p.m. Representative Richter seconded. 
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Don Vigesaa Y 
Representative Keith Kempenich Y 
Representative Bert Anderson A 
Representative Mike Berg Y 
Representative Glen Bosch Y 



House Appropriations Committee 
HB 1399 
2/10/25 
Page 2  

Representative Mike Brandenburg Y 
Representative Jay Fisher Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Scott Louser Y 
Representative Bob Martinson Y 
Representative Lisa Meier Y 
Representative Alisa Mitskog A 
Representative David Monson Y 
Representative Eric J. Murphy Y 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Jon O. Nelson Y 
Representative Emily O'Brien Y 
Representative Brandy L. Pyle Y 
Representative David Richter Y 
Representative Mark Sanford Y 
Representative Gregory Stemen Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek A 
Representative Scott Wagner Y 

3:07 p.m. Motion passed 20-0-3. 

3:07 p.m. Representative Nathe will carry the bill.      

3:08 p.m. Chairman Vigesaa closed the meeting.  

Sierra Schartz, Committee Clerk 



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: h_stcomrep_23_022
February 10, 2025 3:10PM Carrier: Nathe

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_23_022

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1399 (25.0998.02000)

Appropriations Committee (Rep. Vigesaa, Chairman) recommends DO NOT PASS (20
YEAS, 0 NAYS, 3 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1399 was placed on the Eleventh
order on the calendar.

https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/69-2025/regular/documents/25-0998-02000.pdf
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