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Industry, Business and Labor Committee 
Room JW327C, State Capitol 

HB1448 
1/20/2025 

A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota 
Century Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced 
technology grant program, and advanced technology grant fund; to provide for a transfer; 
and to provide an appropriation. 

4:22 p.m. Chairman Warrey opened the meeting. 

Members Present: Chairman Warrey, Vice Chairman Ostlie, Vice Chairman Johnson, 
Representatives Brown, Christy, Finley-DeVille, Grindberg, Kasper, Koppelman, D. Ruby, 
Schatz, Schauer, Vollmer. Member Absent: Representative Bahl. 

Discussion Topics: 
• Appointments of members
• Terms of office
• Compensation
• Research and development (R&D) activities
• Commerce to administer
• One time funding - sunset
• Subject matter experts
• Attract to North Dakota
• Development of StageNet
• AI Taskforce
• Unified standard
• AI tutor, pilot program
• Resources in the State
• Match criteria
• Strategic plan

4:22 p.m. Representative Josh Christy, District 27, Fargo, ND, introduced and testified. 

4:32 p.m. Jerry Rostad, Vice Chancellor for Strategy and Strategic Engagement, North 
Dakota University System, testified and submitted testimony #29937. 

4:40 p.m. Andrea Pfennig, Vice President of Government Affairs, Greater North 
Dakota Chamber (GNDA) testified in favor and submitted testimony #30315. 

4:42 p.m. Corey Moch, Chief Information Officer, North Dakota Information Technology 
Department, testified in support.  

4:46 p.m. Chairman Warrey closed the hearing. 

Diane Lillis, Committee Clerk 
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House Industry, Business and Labor Committee 

January 20, 2025 
Jerry Rostad, Vice Chancellor, NDUS 
701.969.9229 | jerry.rostad@ndus.edu 

Chair Warrey and members of the House Industry, Business and Labor Committee. My name is 

Jerry Rostad and I serve as a Vice Chancellor of the North Dakota University System (NDUS). On 

behalf of the North Dakota University System and its 11 institutions, I am submitting testimony in 

support of HB 1448, which relates to the advance technology grant program, grant fund, and 

appropriation.    

I prompted an artificial intelligence (AI) tool to write the opening paragraph of this testimony and it 

responded with this statement: the proposed bill sets up a framework for collaboration between 

higher education, government, and the private sector, which is crucial for advancing research and 

development in cutting-edge technological fields such as artificial intelligence, machine learning, and 

quantum computing. According to recent studies, states that have invested in similar grant programs 

have seen significant increases in research capabilities, leading to job creation and economic growth. 

In short, the above artificially generated response hits on all of the important points of HB 1448. 

In higher education, we are seeing early adopters using AI to support teaching, learning, and 

business operations. In research, much is yet to be learned and uncovered with AI technologies. 

This bill will jumpstart those efforts.  

In the applied world, AI tools that increase productivity and efficiency are beginning to emerge as 

well. Examples include nursing faculty who want to learn how AI might advance the nursing 

profession in North Dakota while business faculty want to learn more about using AI to foster 

critical thinking in business communications.  

The State Board of Higher Education is finishing an 18-month strategic visioning study called 

Envision 2035. Nine separate study groups ranging from ag, energy, and other North Dakota 

industries to teachers, students, and infrastructure of the future all concluded that AI and emerging 

technologies will overwhelmingly impact every aspect of society in the next 10 years. 

As this transformative shift continues to permeate, our best way forward is to be unified in our 
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effort to prepare and respond. Back in the late 90s as the demand for the Internet started to explode, 

North Dakota, collaborating with the state’s telcos, brilliantly created STAGENet, a single enterprise 

that provided networking for all of state government, higher education, and K-12, while also 

providing on-ramps for local businesses in communities across the state. HB 1448 parallels that 

successful model.  

The idea of a unified approach to AI was initially discussed with then Governor Doug Burgum 

about a year ago. Further discussions with business and industry leaders across the state yielded 

positive support to continue with the unified approach.  

According to the AI tool ChatGPT, at least six states already have developed collaborative 

approaches with their AI strategy. California has an AI Task Force that has developed several 

initiatives aimed at creating a robust ecosystem for AI research, development, and policy. This 

includes efforts to address ethics, workforce development, and innovation. Texas has recognized the 

importance of AI for economic growth, particularly in sectors like energy, healthcare, and finance 

and the state has taken some unified actions, particularly around education, workforce development, 

and fostering innovation in AI. 

Last summer, the Governor created an AI task force to further flesh out a unified approach to the 

emergence of AI. Committee members from across the spectrum of government participated. State 

agencies, higher education, and K-12. Five working groups studied AI governance, a future ready 

workforce, statewide infrastructure, legislative/policy, and organizational structure. Representative 

Josh Christy provided significant leadership to this entire effort. 

The study produced a cohesive, statewide AI strategy. HB 1448 is one of the first bills that begins to 

launch the North Dakota AI investment strategy. 

In summary, AI tools and developments are advancing at lightning speed. With a biennial legislature 

here in North Dakota, we cannot afford to wait two years before investing in AI technologies. It’s 

critical for the state to get a foothold now and I strongly urge a do pass on HB 1448. 

~ ,, ----------­
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Greater North Dakota Chamber 

GREATER NORTH DAKOTA CHAMBER 
HB 1448 

House Industry, Business, & Labor Committee 
Chair Jonathan Warrey 

January 20, 2025 

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, my name is Andrea Pfennig, and I am the Vice 
President of Government Affairs for the Greater North Dakota Chamber. GNDC is North Dakota's 
largest statewide business advocacy organization, with membership represented by small and 
large businesses, local chambers, and trade and industry associations across the state. We stand 
in support of House Bill 1448. 

According to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Al is globally predicted to have an impact of $13 
trillion by 2030. Generative Al for the public sector will lead to $1.75 trillion in productivity gains 
by 2033. Generative Al cou ld add $4.4 trillion annually to the global economy. 

We support the advancement of automation, innovation, and entrepreneurship through targeted 
incentives and economic development policies that position North Dakota to be globally 
competitive. 

We recognize the benefits of a diversified economy for the economic health of North Dakota. 
Based on this, we'd like to express our support for the concept of the Advanced Technology 
Grant Fund. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

\. 701.222.0929 a ndchamber@>ndchamber.com ndchamber.com PO Box 2639 • Bism.u-ck, ND 58502 



2025 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Industry, Business and Labor Committee 
Room JW327C, State Capitol 

HB1448 
1/29/2025 

A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota 
Century Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced 
technology grant program, and advanced technology grant fund; to provide for a transfer; 
and to provide an appropriation. 

11:36 a.m. Chairman Warrey opened the meeting. 

Members Present: Chairman Warrey, Vice Chairman Ostlie, Vice Chairman Johnson, 
Representatives Brown, Christy, Finley-DeVille, Grindberg, Kasper, Koppelman, D. Ruby, 
Schatz, Schauer, Vollmer. Member Absent: Representative Bahl. 

Discussion Topics: 
• Early-stage innovation
• Technology grant fund
• Monitoring funds
• One-time Appropriation
• Attracting companies
• More strategic
• Match program

11:45 a.m. Representative Johnson moved a Do Pass and rereferred to Appropriations. 

11:45 a.m. Representative Grindberg seconded the motion. 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Jonathan Warrey Y 
Representative Mitch Ostlie Y 
Representative Landon Bahl Y 
Representative Collette Brown Y 
Representative Josh Christy Y 
Representative Lisa Finley-DeVille Y 
Representative Karen Grindberg Y 
Representative Jorin Johnson Y 
Representative Jim Kasper AB 
Representative Ben Koppelman N 
Representative Dan Ruby N 
Representative Mike Schatz N 
Representative Austin Schauer AB 
Representative Daniel R. Vollmer Y 

Motion passed 9-3-2 
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11:48 a.m. Representative Christy will carry the bill. 
 
11:48 a.m. Chairman Warrey closed the meeting. 
 
Diane Lillis, Committee Clerk 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1448 (25.0883.01000)

Industry, Business and Labor Committee (Rep. Warrey, Chairman) recommends DO
PASS and BE REREFERRED to the Appropriations Committee (9 YEAS, 3 NAYS, 2
ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1448 was rereferred to the Appropriations Committee.

https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/69-2025/regular/documents/25-0883-01000.pdf
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2025 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations Committee 
Roughrider Room, State Capitol 

HB 1448 
2/13/2025 

 
A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota 
Century Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced 
technology grant program, and advanced technology grant fund; to provide for a transfer; 
and to provide an appropriation. 

 
9:26 a.m. Chairman Vigesaa called the meeting to order.  
 
Members Present: Chairman Vigesaa, Vice Chairman Kempenich, Representatives 
Anderson, Berg, Bosch, Brandenburg, Fisher, Hanson, Louser, Martinson, Meier, Mitskog, 
Monson, Murphy, Nathe, Nelson, O'Brien, Pyle, Richter, Sanford, Stemen, Swiontek, 
Wagner 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Technology in North Dakota  
• Committee on Commerce   
• Advanced Technology  

 
9:26 a.m. Representative Warrey introduced the Bill. 
 
9:36 a.m. Chairman Vigesaa appointed a subcommittee including representatives Bosch, 
Nathe, Stemen, Hanson, Louser. 
 
9:37 a.m. Chairman Vigesaa closed the meeting.  

 
Sierra Schartz, Committee Clerk 



2025 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations Committee 
Roughrider Room, State Capitol 

HB 1448 
2/14/2025 

Subcommittee 

A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota 
Century Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced 
technology grant program, and advanced technology grant fund; to provide for a transfer; 
and to provide an appropriation. 

8:25 a.m. Chairman Bosch called the meeting to order.  

Members Present: Chairman Bosch, Representatives Hanson, Louser, Nathe, Stemen 

Discussion Topics: 
• Advanced Technology
• New Review Committee
• Technology Grant Program

8:25 a.m. Chairman Bosch initiated discussion on HB 1448.  

8:30 a.m. Chairman Bosch adjourned the meeting. 

Sierra Schartz, Committee Clerk 



2025 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations Committee 
Roughrider Room, State Capitol 

HB 1448 
2/18/2025 

Subcommittee 

A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota 
Century Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced 
technology grant program, and advanced technology grant fund; to provide for a transfer; 
and to provide an appropriation. 

8:10 a.m. Chairman Bosch called the meeting to order.  

Members Present: Chairman Bosch, Representatives Hanson, Louser, Nathe, Stemen 

Discussion Topics: 
• Proposed Amendments

8:12 a.m. Chairman Bosch- Introduces amendment 25.0833.01001 Testimony # 37949 

8:27 a.m. Jerry Rostad- ND University System Vice Chancellor- answers questions for committee. 

8:32 a.m. Representative Hanson Moved to adopt amendment LC#25.0833.01001 and further 
amend by adding the at large positions.  

3:32 a.m.Representative Nathe seconded the motion. 

Roll call Vote 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Glen Bosch Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Scott Louser Y 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Gregory Stemen Y 

Motion Passed 5-0-0 

8:34 a.m. Representative Hason Moved to further amend by adding a member appointed 
by the minority leader  

Motion dies for lack of second.

8:35 Representative Nathe Moved for a Do pass as amended 

8:35 a.m. Representative Stemen - Seconded the motion.
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Roll call vote 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Glen Bosch Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Scott Louser N 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Gregory Stemen Y 

Motion Passed 4-1-0 

8:36 a.m. Chairman Bosch adjourned the meeting. 

Risa Berube, Committee Clerk 
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25.0883.01001 
Title. 

Sixty-ninth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

Prepared by the Legislative Council 
staff for Representative Bosch 

February 17, 2025 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1448 
Introduced by 

Representatives Christy, Bahl, Hagert, lsta, Nathe, O'Brien, Toman, Warrey, Dockter 

Senators Boschee, Meyer, Davison 

1 A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota Century 

2 Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, and advanced technology 

3 §fam:review program, and ad•vaneed technology grant fund; to pro•vide for a transfer; and to 

4 provide an appropriation. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

6 SECTION 1. A new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota Century Code is created and 

7 enacted as follows: 

8 Definitions. 

9 In this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 

10 1.,_ "Chief information officer" means the chief information officer of the information 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

technology department. 

2... "Commissioner" means the commissioner of the department of commerce. 

3. "Committee" means the advanced technology review committee. 

~ "Department" means the information technology department of eomrneree, 

.5... "Executive director" means the executive director of the Dakota digital academy 

administered by the North Dakota university system. 

6. "Vice chancellor for information technology" means the chief information officer and 

18 vice chancellor for information technology of the North Dakota university system 

19 Advanced technology review committee - Membership - Meetings. 

20 1.,_ The advanced technology review committee consists of; 
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2..,. The chief information officer or a designee within the information teehnology 

department: 

Q,. The vice chancellor for information technology or a designee within the North 

Dakota university system: 

c. One individual from the private sector with significant information and advanced 

technology knowledge. appointed by the governor: 

d. One individual from the private seetor with signifieant information and advaneed 

teehnology lmov,ledgemember of the house of representatives. appointed by the 

majority leader of the house of representatives: 

e. One individual from the private seetor with significant information and advaneed 

technology lmowledgemember of the senate. appointed by the majority leader of 

the senate:-aoo 

t The commissioner. or a designee within the department of commerce 1Nho shall 

serve as a nonio•oting member of the committee and pro·,ide reeommendations to 

the eommittee regarding grant a·Nards: and 

g. The executive director or a designee within the Dakota digital academy 

administered by the North Dakota university system. 

18 2... By July first of each odd-numbered year, the chief information officer and vice 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

chancellor for information technology shall compile a list of individuals with significant 

private sector information and advanced technology knowledge working within the 

state to be forwarded to the governor and the majority leaders of the house of 

representatives and senate. The governor and the majority leaders of the house of 

representatives and senate must consider the listed individuals for committee 

membership appointments. 

~ The chief information officer. vice chancellor for information technology.--aflEl­

commissioner. and executive director are permanent members of the committee. The 

term of office of the members of the committee appointed from the pfii,ate seetorby the 

governor. majority leader of the house of representatives. and majority leader of the 

senate is four years except the initial term of office of the individual appointed by the 

majority leader of the senate is three years and the initial term of office of the 

individual appointed by the governor is two years. Each term of office commences on 
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August first. Members serve at the pleasure of the appointing entity and may be 

reappointed for additional terms. By August first of each year, the chairman of the 

legislative management shall select one of the appointed members to serve as the 

chairman of the committee. The chairman of the committee shall select a vice chair. If 

a committee member ceases to qualify as a member of the appointing entity. that 

individual's membership on the committee ceases immediately and the appointing 

entity shall appoint a new member to the committee for the remainder of the term. 

4. A committee member representing the private sector is entitled to receive 

compensation in an amount not e>Eceeding one hundred thirty fi•,e dollars per day and 

travel and expense reimbursement as provided by law for state officers for attending 

meetings of the committee. to be paid by the department within the limits of legislative 

appropriations. 

13 §... The committee shall meet as necessary at the call of the committee chairman to 

14 review and apprmre grant npplications from entrepreneurs, startup companies, and 

15 small businesses that are in the initial phases of advanced technology product 

16 research, development, and innovation and are unable to access financial resources 

17 for prototype product development. After review of applications and the technical 

18 merits and feasibility of proposed projects, the committee shall forward 

19 recommendations for funding to applicable state agencies, review boards or 

20 committees, or other entities administering state-sponsored programs that meets the 

21 needs of the applicant and the proposed project. 

22 Advanced technology gfflfttreview program - Eligibility - Use of 

23 ftffles.Recommendation guidelines. 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

.1. The department shall administer the advanced technology (ffiffltreview program to 

provide grants forrecommendations for funding from other state-sponsored programs 

for activities identified in this chapter. The department shall provide administrative 

support for the program, including the drafting of application forms, receiving 

applications, reviewing applications for completeness and compliance with committee 

policy, and forwarding complete applications to the committee in accordance with the 

guidelines established by the committee. 

Page No.- 3 25.0883.01001 
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1 2. The committee shall establish guidelines for entities to qualify for an advanced 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

technology fjfaffifunding recommendation under this section. Program guidelines 

relating to ow·nershipTo receive a recommendation for funding. the applicant must 

address if the project will result in the establishment of intellectual property, inventions. 

aRaOr discoveries must address activities and issues uniquerelated to advanced 

technologies-:- or patents, and companies created as a result of an advanced 

technology grant. 

3. In determining whether to approve an application for grantprovide a recommendation 

for funding to state agencies. review boards or committees. or other entities 

administering state-sponsored programs. the committee shall consider the extent to 

which the applicant's proposal will support early stage research and development of 

advance technologies. promote economic development. and advance the workforce in 

the state. The committee shall give priority to applications promoting the advancement 

of artificial intelligence. machine learning. quantum computing. and similar research 

and development and product innovation proposals. The committee shall consider and 

process applications in a timely manner to allow applicants an opportunity to leverage 

other funds. 

4. Grant recipients shall use funding a1Narded under this section to To receive a 

19 recommendation for funding from other state-sponsored programs. an applicant must 

20 explain how the proposed project will enhance advance technology product research. 

21 development. and innovation. and to the extent possible. leverage state, federal. and 

22 private sources of funding. An entity receiving a grant under this section may not use 

23 the funds forRecommendations may not be provided if the proposed project includes 

24 requests for capital or building investments or other acfroiities not identified in this 

25 chapter. The funds may not be used for. for administrative costs-ef. to supplant funding 

26 for regular operations of the entity. If an entity awarded a grant no longer conducts its 

27 activities in the state. the entity must repay the mvarded grant funding to department. 

28 Advanced technology grant fund. 

29 The ad\·anced technology grant fund is a special fund in the state treasury administered by 

30 the department. Moneys in the fund must be used for pro1oiiding grants and for the payment of 

31 committee and department administrative expenses incurred related to the requirements ofthis 
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1 chapter. subject to legislafro<e appropriations. Interest earned on moneys in the fund must be 

2 credited to the fund . or for other activities not identified in this chapter. 

3 Advanced technology gt-a:A:treview program - Postaward monitoring. 

4 Upon completion of work performed from funding provided byawarded as a result of an 

5 advanced technology §ffift:trecommendation. the department shall conduct an independent 

6 review of the results. Evaluation criteria may include how the work performed has: 

7 .L. Contributed to development of an advanced technology product or process and 

8 enhanced the ability of a company to make investments in the state. or otherwise 

9 enticed a company to invest in or move to the state; 

10 2. Promoted economic development of the public or private sectors in the state; 

11 3. Led to a patent or research that is commercially viable: or 

12 4. Positively affected workforce in the state. 

13 SECTION 2. TRANSFER STRATEGIC INVESTMENT AND IMPROVEMENTS FUND TO 

14 ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY GRANT FUND. The office of management and budget shall 

15 transfer $5.000,000 from the strategic investment and improvements fund to the advanced 

16 technology grant fund during the biennium beginning July 1. 2025, and ending June 30. 2027. 

17 SECTION 3. APPROPRIATION DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ADVANCED 

18 TECHNOLOGY GRANT PROGRAM ONE TIME FUNDING. There is appropriated out of any 

19 moneys in the ad•oianced technology grant fund in the state treasury, not otherv.iise appropriated. 

20 the sum of $5.000.000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary. to the department of 

21 commerce for the purpose of the advanced technology grant program. for the biennium 

22 beginning July 1, 2025, and ending June 30, 2027. This funding is considered a one time 

23 funding item. 
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2025 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations Committee 
Roughrider Room, State Capitol 

HB 1448 
2/21/2025 

Subcommittee 

A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota 
Century Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced 
technology grant program, and advanced technology grant fund. 

2:52 p.m. Chairman Bosch called the meeting to order.  

Members Present: Chairman Bosch, Representatives Hanson, Louser, Nathe, Stemen 

Discussion Topics: 
• Committee action 

2:53 p.m. Representative Stemen moved to reconsider to repeal amendment. 

2:53 p.m. Representative Nathe seconded the motion. 

2:53 p.m. Roll call Vote 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Glen Bosch Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Scott Louser Y 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Gregory Stemen Y 

2:53 p.m. Motion Passed 5-0-0. 

2:54 p.m. Chairman Bosch adjourned the meeting. 

Krystal Eberle for Risa Berube, Committee Clerk 



2025 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations Committee 
Roughrider Room, State Capitol 

HB 1448 
2/21/2025 

A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota 
Century Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced 

technology grant program, and advanced technology grant fund. 

3:52 p.m. Chairman Vigesaa opened the meeting. 

Members Present: Chairman Vigesaa, Representatives Anderson, Berg, Bosch, 
Brandenburg, Fisher, Hanson, Louser, Martinson, Meier, Monson, Murphy, Nathe, Nelson, 
O'Brien, Pyle, Richter, Stemen, Swiontek, Wagner 

Members Absent: Vice Chairman Kempenich, Representatives: Mitskog, Sanford. 

Discussion Topics: 
• Committee Action

3:53 p.m. Representative Bosch moved to amend to remove the funding. 

3:53 p.m. Representative Stemen seconded the motion. 

3:53 p.m. Roll Call Vote 

Representatives Vote 
Y 

AB 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 

AB 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 

Representative Don Vigesaa 
Representative Keith Kempenich 
Representative Bert Anderson 
Representative Mike Berg 
Representative Glenn Bosch 
Representative Mike Brandenburg 
Representative Jay Fisher 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson 
Representative Scott Louser 
Representative Bob Martinson 
Representative Lisa Meier 
Representative Alisa Mitskog 
Representative David Monson 
Representative Eric J. Murphy 
Representative Mike Nathe 
Representative Jon O. Nelson 
Representative Emily O'Brien 
Representative Brandy L. Pyle 
Representative David Richter 
Representative Mark Sanford AB 
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Page 2  

Representative Gregory Stemen Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 
Representative Scott Wagner Y 

3:53 p.m. Motion passed 20-0-3. 

3:54 p.m. Representative Bosch moved a Do Pass as Amended. 

3:54 p.m. Representative Monson seconded the motion. 

3:54 p.m. Roll Call Vote 

Representatives Vote 
Y 

AB 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 

AB 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 

AB 
Y 
Y 

Representative Don Vigesaa 
Representative Keith Kempenich 
Representative Bert Anderson 
Representative Mike Berg 
Representative Glenn Bosch 
Representative Mike Brandenburg 
Representative Jay Fisher 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson 
Representative Scott Louser 
Representative Bob Martinson 
Representative Lisa Meier 
Representative Alisa Mitskog 
Representative David Monson 
Representative Eric J. Murphy 
Representative Mike Nathe 
Representative Jon O. Nelson 
Representative Emily O'Brien 
Representative Brandy L. Pyle 
Representative David Richter 
Representative Mark Sanford 
Representative Gregory Stemen 
Representative Steve Swiontek 
Representative Scott Wagner Y 

3:54 p.m. Motion passed 20-0-3. Representative Bosch will carry. 

3:55 p.m. Chairman Vigesaa closed the meeting.  

Krystal Eberle for Risa Berube, Committee Clerk 



25.0883.01003 
Title.02000 

Sixty-ninth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

Prepared by the Legislative Council 
staff for House Appropriations 
Committee 

February 21 , 2025 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1448 
Introduced by 

Representatives Christy, Bahl, Hagert, lsta, Nathe, O'Brien, Toman, Warrey, Dockter 

Senators Boschee, Meyer, Davison 

1 A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota Century 

2 Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced technology grant 

3 program, and advanced technology grant fund; to pro•.,ide for a transfer; and to provide an 

4 appropriation. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

6 SECTION 1. A new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota Century Code is created and 

7 enacted as follows: 

8 Definitions. 

9 In this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 

10 .L. "Chief information officer" means the chief information officer of the information 

11 technology department. 

12 2. "Commissioner" means the commissioner of the department of commerce. 

13 3. "Committee" means the advanced technology review committee. 

14 4. "Department" means the department of commerce. 

15 5. "Vice chancellor for information technology" means the chief information officer and 

16 

17 

vice chancellor for information technology of the North Dakota university system. 

Advanced technology review committee - Membership - Meetings. 

18 .L. The advanced technology review committee consists of: 

19 

20 

a. The chief information officer or a designee within the information technology 

department: 

Page No. 1 25.0883.01003 
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b. The vice chancellor for information technology or a designee within the North 

Dakota university system: 

c. One individual from the private sector with significant information and advanced 

technology knowledge, appointed by the governor: 

d. One individual from the private sector with significant information and advanced 

technology knowledge, appointed by the majority leader of the house of 

representatives: 

e. One individual from the private sector with significant information and advanced 

technology knowledge, appointed by the majority leader of the senate: and 

. t. The commissioner, or a designee within the department of commerce, who shall 

serve as a nonvoting member of the committee and provide recommendations to 

the committee regarding grant awards. 

13 2. By July first of each odd-numbered year, the chief information officer and vice 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

chancellor for information technology shall compile a list of individuals with significant 

private sector information and advanced technology knowledge working within the 

state to be forwarded to the governor and the majority leaders of the house of 

representatives and senate. The governor and the majority leaders of the house of 

representatives and senate must consider the listed individuals for committee 

membership appointments. 

20 3. The chief information officer, vice chancellor for information technology, and 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

commissioner are permanent members of the committee. The term of office of the 

members of the committee appointed from the private sector is four years except the 

initial term of office of the individual appointed by the majority leader of the senate is 

three years and the initial term of office of the individual appointed by the governor is 

two years. Each term of office commences on August first. Members serve at the 

pleasure of the appointing entity and may be reappointed for additional terms. By 

August first of each year, the chairman of the legislative management shall select one 

of the appointed members to serve as the chairman of the committee. The chairman of 

the committee shall select a vice chair. If a committee member ceases to qualify as a 

member of the appointing entity, that individual's membership on the committee 
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ceases immediately and the appointing entity shall appoint a new member to the 

committee for the remainder of the term. 

3 4. A committee member representing the private sector is entitled to receive 

4 

5 

6 

7 

compensation in an amount not exceeding one hundred thirty-five dollars per day and 

travel and expense reimbursement as provided by law for state officers for attending 

meetings of the committee, to be paid by the department within the limits of legislative 

appropriations. 

8 5. The committee shall meet as necessary at the call of the committee chairman to 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

review and approve grant applications from entrepreneurs, startup companies, and 

small businesses that are in the initial phases of advanced technology product 

research, development, and innovation and are unable to access financial resources 

for prototype product development. 

Advanced technology grant program - Eligibility - Use of funds. 

14 .1. The department shall administer the advanced technology grant program to provide 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

grants for activities identified in this chapter. The department shall provide 

administrative support for the program, including the drafting of application forms, 

receiving applications, reviewing applications for completeness and compliance with 

committee policy, and forwarding complete applications to the committee in 

accordance with the guidelines established by the committee. 

20 2. The committee shall establish guidelines for entities to qualify for an advanced 

21 

22 

23 

24 

technology grant under this section. Program guidelines relating to ownership of 

intellectual property, inventions, and discoveries must address activities and issues 

unique to technologies, patents, and companies created as a result of an advanced 

technology grant. 

25 3. In determining whether to approve an application for grant funding, the committee 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

shall consider the extent to which the applicant's proposal will support early stage 

research and development of advance technologies, promote economic development, 

and advance the workforce in the state. The committee shall give priority to 

applications promoting the advancement of artificial intelligence, machine learning, 

quantum computing, and similar research and development and product innovation 
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proposals. The committee shall consider and process applications in a timely manner 

to allow applicants an opportunity to leverage other funds. 

3 4. Grant recipients shall use funding awarded under this section to enhance advance 

4 technology product research, development. and innovation, and to the extent possible, 

5 leverage state, federal. and private sources of funding. An entity receiving a grant 

6 under this section may not use the funds for capital or building investments or other 

7 activities not identified in this chapter. The funds may not be used for administrative 

8 costs or to supplant funding for regular operations of the entity. If an entity awarded a 

9 grant no longer conducts its activities in the state, the entity must repay the awarded 

10 grant funding to department. 

11 Advanced technology grant fund. 

12 The advanced technology grant fund is a special fund in the state treasury administered by 

13 the department. Moneys in the fund must be used for providing grants and for the payment of 

14 committee and department administrative expenses incurred related to the requirements of this 

15 chapter. subject to legislative appropriations. Interest earned on moneys in the fund must be 

16 credited to the fund. 

17 Advanced technology grant program - Postaward monitoring. 

18 Upon completion of work periormed from funding provided by an advanced technology 

19 grant, the department shall conduct an independent review of the results. Evaluation criteria 

20 may include how the work performed has: 

21 .L Contributed to development of an advanced technology product or process and 

22 

23 

enhanced the ability of a company to make investments in the state, or otherwise 

enticed a company to invest in or move to the state: 

24 2 . Promoted economic development of the public or private sectors in the state: 

25 3. Led to a patent or research that is commercially viable: or 

26 4. Positively affected workforce in the state. 

27 SECTION 2. TRANSFER STRATEGIC INVESTMENT AND IMPROVEMENTS FUND TO 

28 ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY GRANT FUND. The office of management and budget shall 

29 transfer $5,000,000 from the strategic in•,estment and improvements fund to the advanced 

30 technology grant fund during the biennium beginning July 1, 2026, and ending June 30, 2027. 
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1 SECTION 3. APPROPRIATION DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ADVANCED 

2 TECHNOLOGY GRANT PROGRAM ONE TIME FUNDING. There is appropriated out of any 

3 moneys in the advanced technology grant fund in the state treasury, not otherwise appropriated, 

4 the sum of $5,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, to the department of 

5 commerce for the purpose of the advanced technology grant program, for the biennium 

6 beginning July 1, 2025, and ending June 30, 2027. This funding is considered a one time 

7 funding item. 

Page No. 5 25.0883.01003 



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: h_stcomrep_32_015
February 24, 2025 12:04PM Carrier: Bosch

Insert LC: 25.0883.01003 Title: 02000

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_32_015

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1448

Appropriations Committee (Rep. Vigesaa, Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS
(25.0883.01003) and when so amended, recommends DO PASS (20 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 3
ABSENT OR EXCUSED AND NOT VOTING). HB 1448 was placed on the Sixth order on
the calendar.

https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/69-2025/regular/documents/25-0883-01003m.pdf


2025 SENATE INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS 

HB 1448



2025 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Industry and Business Committee 
Fort Union Room, State Capitol 

HB 1448 
4/1/2025 

A bill relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced technology grant 
program, and advanced technology grant fund. 

9:00 a.m. Chairman Barta called the meeting to order. 

Members present: Chairman Barta, Vice-Chair Boehm, Senator Klein, Senator Kessel, 
Senator Enget 

Discussion Topics: 
• IT and Workforce Interim Committee
• AI related research and projects
• Composition of the committee
• Eligibility and use of funds
• Commercialization development of technology
• Tech transfer offices within our research institutions
• Energy and Environmental Research Center (EERC)
• Chat GTP and Deep Seek
• ND economic impact and value-added energy
• Workforce impact and quantifiable value
• Lift funds

9:01 a.m. Representative Jonathan Warrey, District 22, testified in favor and introduced the 
bill. 

9:15 a.m. Dr. Todd Pringle, Executive Director, ND University System, Dakota Digital 
Academy, testified in favor and submitted testimony #44490. 

9:48 a.m. Mark Hagerott, Chancellor of the University System, testified in favor. 

9:54 a.m. Andrea Pfennig, Director of Gov. Affairs, Greater ND Chamber, testified in favor. 

9:59 a.m. Bryce Wuori, CEO of Pavewise, testified in favor. 

Additional written testimony:  

Delore Zimmerman, Executive Director, Valley Prosperity Partnership, submitted testimony 
#44425 in favor. 

Dr. Joshua M. Riedy, Founder and CEO, Thread, submitted testimony #44506 in favor.

10:07 a.m. Chairman Barta closed the hearing.

Audrey Oswald, Committee Clerk 
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House Bill 1448 
April 1, 2025 

 
 

Chairman Barta and members of the Senate Industry and Business Committee.  The 

Valley Prosperity Partnership (VPP) is a membership organization led by business 

executives – joined by economic development, chamber of commerce, and higher 

education leaders – to advance and advocate for shared strategic economic development 

opportunities for the Red River Valley region and for North Dakota. 

The VPP supports House Bill 1448’s establishment of grant program to advance 

technology product research, development, and innovation, and to the extent possible, 

leverage state, federal, and private sources of funding.  

Entrepreneurs, startup companies, and small businesses are often unable to 

access financial resources for the initial phases of advanced technology product research, 

development, and innovation.  Raising capital for prototype development, an important 

part of advancing new or improved technologies, can also be a challenge.    

The advanced technology review committee that is created by the bill is comprised 

of individuals that possess the experience and expertise to evaluate a broad range of 

technologies in multiple sectors, thereby ensuring the program’s eQectiveness and impact. 

The VPP thanks your committee for its consideration of this important legislation 

and recommends that funds are appropriated for its implementation. This program can 

help to diversify and move our economy into the future for the benefit of all citizens of 

North Dakota. 
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Testimony for the 69th Legislative Assembly: 

SENATE INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

April 1, 2025 

Todd Pringle, Director, Dakota Digital Academy 

todd.pringle@ndus.edu 

Bill: HB 1448 

 
Chairman Barta and members of the Industry and Business Committee, my name is Todd 
Pringle, I serve as the Director of the Dakota Digital Academy for the North Dakota 
University System, in a part-time capacity. In other capacities I am an angel investor as 
well as a partner in the 701 Fund, a small pre-seed and seed-stage venture capital fund 
with a focus on regional technology ventures. I am an Advanced Engineering Manager at 
Deere & Co, but I am not speaking in that capacity here today. I am also a Part-Time 
Academic at NDSU, which is my alma mater for three degrees and counting. I have spent 
my entire career in North Dakota as an engineer, manager, founder and investor, advancing 
technologies in composites, coatings, electronics, software, compute, outdoor products and 
healthcare.  

 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. 

 

I am here in strong support of House Bill 1448 to establish an advanced technology review 
committee, grant program, and fund with one-time funding of $5,000,000. 

 

Advanced technology can mean a lot of things. And I am encouraged that HB 1448 provides 
guidance by stating that priority consideration be given to artificial intelligence, machine 
learning, and quantum computing, and other adjacent or similar technologies, provided that 
their projected impact on North Dakota economic development or workforce is realistic and 
compelling.  

 

The ChatGPT moment at the end of 2022, when the world suddenly realized we are now 
able to just talk to our computer and it understands us and can talk back, was a paradigm 
shift. Human-like interaction, which is to say natural language, is about to become the 
common human-computer interface modality for many things we use computers for. That is 
to say that anything with a computer in it will be able to have the ability to talk to us. And 
just like the internet of things, or IoT, which was hyped up about ten years ago, this will 
involve silly things like the IoT Bluetooth-enabled toothbrush that you need to download an 
app for. No doubt somebody will try to instantiate a tiny LLM into a future toothbrush so you 
can have a conversation about your teeth, and that will likely be silly and short-lived in the 
market too. But many applications of this new human-computer interface technology, that 
conversational agents like ChatGPT represent, will be game changing, and we have only 
scratched the surface on discovering these applications. But the impact of AI will not just be 
from big tech companies hosting their AIs in huge datacenters and charging us subscription 
fees. It looks more and more that we will also make intelligence portable.  

 

#44490



The Deepseek moment occurred 3 years later, which was only this January. The Chinese 
showed that if you train an AI with another AI, in a process called distillation, and do some 
other clever engineering, you can reduce the size of a cutting-edge AI model to something 
that can fit into a high-end desktop computer. This means that open source, which is to say 
free and private, AI models will be localizable to a vehicle, to a humanoid robot, soon to 
your laptop, to your phone, to a precision power tool, even eventually to a toothbrush 
unfortunately. We don’t really know what this means yet, but it will likely be massive. Just 
like with smart phones, many of the top applications of this technology are likely ones we 
haven’t conceived of yet.  

 

North Dakota has several manufacturing companies. What does centralized or localized AIs 
mean for how we design a factory and how we interface with factory equipment? North 
Dakota has huge energy, ag, and healthcare sectors. How can these sectors be improved 
with either centralized big tech AI or localized customized AI? Our state has arguably the 
biggest concentration of precision agriculture electronics hardware, both design capacity 
and competency, in the world, that currently uses bleeding edge AI. These are obvious 
places to look for AI innovation within existing industries that could benefit from this 
program and funds. But it’s also likely that there’s a farmer out there, or a plumber, or a 
lawyer, or a professor, or a student, that’s tinkering with AI, or soon will be, that could use 
some tailwinds from this proposed funding mechanism to launch a new venture in the state.  

 

Because AI is so accessible to people that like to explore and innovate, I think we can 
expect a lot of grant applicants, and many from unexpected sectors. We have seedlings 
growing now across the state, and soon many more, and we need to find them, pick the 
promising ones through an open and fair process, and feed, water, and champion them. 

 

The other stated technology areas include machine learning and quantum computing. 
Machine learning is adjacent to many AI inference and algorithmic approaches and its 
inclusion will make it more likely that practical, more shovel ready niche innovations will be 
allowed into the program for consideration. The inclusion of quantum computing, because it 
is so early in technology readiness, allows for the door to be cracked open for truly early-
stage efforts provided that the review committee is convinced that the promise is worth the 
investment in full recognition of the significant de-risking needed of early-stage 
technologies. Taken as a whole: “AI, ML, Quantum, and similar technologies” is a broad 
spectrum of technology readiness levels that will serve as a wide net to cast for promising 
fund applicants. 

 

I am also heartened to see HB 1448 has structured the fund as one-time money. This 
concept must be proven out before we consider its continuation. The structure of the review 
committee allows for accountability to House, Senate, and Governor, as well the 
perspectives of the state’s two largest IT organizations, and private sector voices.  

 

I ask you to support this proposal, as funded, with a DO PASS vote. Thank you. 
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April 1, 2025 

Members of the 69th North Dakota Legislative Assembly 

Dear Chairperson and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Dr. Joshua M. Riedy, and I am the Founder and CEO of Thread, a technology 
enterprise headquartered in North Dakota specializing in innovations related to electrical 
utility systems, energy solutions, and defense applications. At inception, Thread secured 
critical Series A venture capital investment and established strategic collaborations with 
prominent institutions such as the University of North Dakota Aerospace Foundation. My 
previous roles included serving as Chief Information Officer for the University of North 
Dakota and Deputy Chief Information Officer for the North Dakota University System, 
positions that provided significant insight into the necessity and impact of strategic 
technological investments. 

I express my unequivocal support for House Bill 1448, legislation proposing the 
establishment of an advanced technology review committee accompanied by a one-time 
appropriation of $5 million dedicated to fostering technological innovation in North Dakota. 

The bill astutely emphasizes technologies including artificial intelligence (Al), machine 
learning, and quantum computing-fields that possess substantial potential to deliver 
transformative economic and workforce outcomes across several key sectors within the 
state, specifically agriculture, manufacturing, energy, defense, and higher education. 

Recent technological breakthroughs, exemplified by advancements such as ChatGPT and 
Deepseek, underscore the accelerating evolution and increasing accessibility of Al 
technologies. Given North Dakota's established leadership and expertise in precision 
agriculture, advanced manufacturing, and energy production, the state is exceptionally 
positioned to leverage these emerging technological capabilities effectively. 

This proposed fund would serve as a catalyst for technological innovation, empowering a 
diverse range of stakeholders-from established industry leaders to entrepreneurial 
ventures-in the pursuit of practical applications capable of driving sustained economic 
growth and generating new employment opportunities statewide. 

I respectfully encourage the committee to endorse HB 1448 with a favorable 
recommendation. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Joshua M. Riedy 



2025 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Industry and Business Committee 
Fort Union Room, State Capitol 

HB 1448 
4/1/2025 

 
A bill relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced technology grant 
program, and advanced technology grant fund; to provide for a transfer; and to provide an 
appropriation. 

 
3:28 p.m. Chairman Barta opened the hearing. 
 
Members present: Chairman Barta, Vice-Chair Boehm, Senator Klein, Senator Kessel, 
Senator Enget 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Lift fund 
• Importance of framework 
• Government's ability to keep up 
• Energy and Environmental Research Center (EERC) 
• Technology loan fund 
• Number of companies and fiscal amount 
• Pilot program and possible grants 
• Entrepreneurship Office 

 
3:28 p.m. Chairman Barta led the discussion. 
 
3:41 p.m. Senator Klein moved to adopt Amendment LC# 25.0883.02001. 
 
3:42 p.m. Senator Kessel seconded the motion. 
 

Senators Vote 
Senator Jeff Barta Y 
Senator Keith Boehm Y 
Senator Mark Enget Y 
Senator Greg Kessel Y 
Senator Jerry Klein Y 

 
Motion passed 5-0-0. 
 
3:43 p.m. Senator Klein moved a Do Pass As Amended and Rereferred to Appropriations. 
 
3:44 p.m. Senator Boehm seconded the motion. 
 

Senators Vote 
Senator Jeff Barta Y 
Senator Keith Boehm Y 
Senator Mark Enget Y I I 
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Senator Greg Kessel Y 
Senator Jerry Klein Y 

Motion passed 5-0-0. 

Senator Barta will carry the bill. 

3:45 p.m. Senator Barta adjourned the meeting. 

Audrey Oswald, Committee Clerk 



25.0883.02001 
Title.03000 

Adopted by the Senate Industry and 
Business Committee 

Sixty-ninth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

April 1, 2025 

Introduced by 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 

FIRST ENGROSSMENT 

ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1448 

Representatives Christy, Bahl, Hagert, lsta, Nathe, O'Brien, Toman, Warrey, Dockter 

Senators Boschee, Meyer, Davison 

1 A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota Century 

2 Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced technology grant 

3 program, and advanced technology grant fund; to provide for a transfer; and to provide an 

4 appropriation. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH D AKOTA: 

6 SECTION 1. A new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota Century Code is created and 

7 enacted as follows: 

8 Definitions. 

9 In this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 

10 .1. "Chief information officer" means the chief information officer of the information 

11 technology department. 

12 2. "Commissioner" means the commissioner of the department of commerce.

13 � "Committee" means the advanced technology review committee. 

14 4. "Department" means the department of commerce.

15 � "Vice chancellor for information technology" means the chief information officer and 

16 vice chancellor for information technology of the North Dakota university system. 

17 Advanced technology review committee - Membership - Meetings. 

18 .L The advanced technology review committee consists of: 

19 

20 

a. The chief information officer or a designee within the information technology

department;
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b. The vice chancellor for information technology or a designee within the North

Dakota university system: 

c. One individual from the private sector with significant information and advanced

technology knowledge, appointed by the governor: 

g.,_ One individual from the private sector with significant information and advanced 

technology knowledge, appointed by the majority leader of the house of 

representatives: 

� One individual from the private sector with significant information and advanced 

technology knowledge, appointed by the majority leader of the senate: and 

L. The commissioner, or a designee within the department of commerce, who shall

serve as a nonvoting member of the committee and provide recommendations to

the committee regarding grant awards.

13 g.,_ By July first of each odd-numbered year, the chief information officer and vice 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

chancellor for information technology shall compile a list of individuals with significant 

private sector information and advanced technology knowledge working within the 

state to be forwarded to the governor and the majority leaders of the house of 

representatives and senate. The governor and the majority leaders of the house of 

representatives and senate must consider the listed individuals for committee 

membership appointments. 

20 3. The chief information officer, vice chancellor for information technology, and

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

commissioner are permanent members of the committee. The term of office of the

members of the committee appointed from the private sector is four years except the

initial term of office of the individual appointed by the majority leader of the senate is

three years and the initial term of office of the individual appointed by the governor is

two years. Each term of office commences on August first. Members serve at the

pleasure of the appointing entity and may be reappointed for additional terms. By

August first of each year, the chairman of the legislative management shall select one

of the appointed members to serve as the chairman of the committee. The chairman of

the committee shall select a vice chair. If a committee member ceases to qualify as a

member of the appointing entity, that individual's membership on the committee
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ceases immediately and the appointing entity shall appoint a new member to the 

committee for the remainder of the term. 

3 4. A committee member representing the private sector is entitled to receive

4 

5 

6 

7 

compensation in an amount not exceeding one hundred thirty-five dollars per day and

travel and expense reimbursement as provided by law for state officers for attending

meetings of the committee, to be paid by the department within the limits of legislative

appropriations.

8 5. The committee shall meet as necessary at the call of the committee chairman to

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

review and approve grant applications from entrepreneurs, startup companies, and 

small businesses that are in the initial phases of advanced technology product 

research, development. and innovation and are unable to access financial resources 

for prototype product development. 

Advanced technology grant program - Eligibility - Use of funds. 

14 1,_ The department shall administer the advanced technology grant program to provide 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

grants for activities identified in this chapter. The department shall provide 

administrative support for the program, including the drafting of application forms, 

receiving applications, reviewing applications for completeness and compliance with 

committee policy, and forwarding complete applications to the committee in 

accordance with the guidelines established by the committee. 

20 2. The committee shall establish guidelines for entities to qualify for an advanced

21 

22 

23 

24 

technology grant under this section. Program guidelines relating to ownership of

intellectual property, inventions, and discoveries must address activities and issues

unique to technologies. patents, and companies created as a result of an advanced

technology grant.

25 3. In determining whether to approve an application for grant funding. the committee

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

shall consider the extent to which the applicant's proposal will support early stage 

research and development of advance technologies. promote economic development. 

and advance the workforce in the state. The committee shall give priority to 

applications promoting the advancement of artificial intelligence, machine learning, 

quantum computing. and similar research and development and product innovation 
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proposals. The committee shall consider and process applications in a timely manner 

to allow applicants an opportunity to leverage other funds. 

3 4. Grant recipients shall use funding awarded under this section to enhance advance

4 technology product research, development, and innovation, and to the extent possible,

5 leverage state, federal, and private sources of funding. An entity receiving a grant

6 under this section may not use the funds for capital or building investments or other

7 activities not identified in this chapter. The funds may not be used for administrative

8 costs or to supplant funding for regular operations of the entity. If an entity awarded a

9 grant no longer conducts its activities in the state, the entity must repay the awarded

10 grant funding to department.

11 Advanced technology grant fund. 

12 The advanced technology grant fund is a special fund in the state treasury administered by 

13 the department. Moneys in the fund must be used for providing grants and for the payment of 

14 committee and department administrative expenses incurred related to the requirements of this 

15 chapter, subject to legislative appropriations. Interest earned on moneys in the fund must be 

16 credited to the fund. 

17 Advanced technology grant program - Postaward monitoring. 

18 Upon completion of work performed from funding provided by an advanced technology 

19 grant, the department shall conduct an independent review of the results. Evaluation criteria 

20 may include how the work performed has: 

21 1,_ Contributed to development of an advanced technology product or process and 

22 enhanced the ability of a company to make investments in the state, or otherwise 

23 enticed a company to invest in or move to the state: 

24 

25 

26 

2. Promoted economic development of the public or private sectors in the state:

3. Led to a patent or research that is commercially viable: or

4. Positively affected workforce in the state.

27 SECTION 2. TRANSFER - STRATEGIC INVESTMENT AND IMPROVEMENTS FUND TO 

28 ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY GRANT FUND. The office of management and budget shall 

29 transfer $300,000 from the strategic investment and improvements fund to the advanced 

30 j technology grant fund during the biennium beginning July 1, 2025, and eriding June 30, 2027. 
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1 SECTION 3. APPROPRIATION - DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE - ADVANCED 

2 TECHNOLOGY GRANT PROGRAM - ONE-TIME FUNDING. There is appropriated out of any 

3 moneys in the advanced technology grant fund in the state treasury, not otherwise appropriated, 

4 the sum of $300,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, to the department of 

5 commerce for the purpose of the advanced technology grant program, for the biennium 

6 beginning July 1, 2025, and ending June 30, 2027. This appropriation is considered a one-time 

7 funding item. 
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Industry and Business Committee (Sen. Barta, Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS
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2025 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol 

HB 1448 
4/7/2025 

A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota 
Century Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced 
technology grant program, and advanced technology grant fund; to provide for a transfer; 
and to provide an appropriation.       

10:12 a.m. Chairman Sorvaag called the meeting to order. 

Members Present: Chairman Ronald Sorvaag, Senator Cole Conley, Senator Donald 
Schaible, Senator Paul J. Thomas, Senator Scott Meyer. 

Discussion Topics: 
• Addition of Funds.
• LIFT Loan Vs. Grant.

10:13 a.m. Chairman Sorvaag recessed the meeting. 

10:26 a.m. Chairman Sorvaag reconvened the meeting. 

10:26 a.m. Senator Barta, District 43, introduced the bill in favor and answered committee 
questions. 

10:39 a.m. Chairman Sorvaag closed the meeting. 

Steven Hall, Committee Clerk 



2025 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol 

HB 1448 
4/9/2025 

 
A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota 
Century Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced 
technology grant program, and advanced technology grant fund; to provide for a 
transfer; and to provide an appropriation.       

 
3:36 p.m. Chairman Sorvaag called the meeting to order. 

  
Members Present: Chairman Ronald Sorvaag, Senator Cole Conley, Senator Donald 
Schaible, Senator Paul J. Thomas, Senator Scott Meyer. 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Study in place of bill. 
• Grant Matching Program 

 
3:36 p.m. Senator Thomas testified in favor and submitted testimony #44872. 
 
3:38 p.m. Senator Meyer testified in favor. 
 
3:38 p.m. Senator Thomas moved amendment LC# 25.0883.02002 to change the bill into a 
study. 
 
3:38 p.m. Senator Conley seconded the motion. 
 

Senators Vote 
Senator Ronald Sorvaag Y 
Senator Cole Conley Y 
Senator Scott Meyer Y 
Senator Donald Schaible Y 
Senator Paul J. Thomas Y 

Motion Passed: 5-0-0. 
 
3:38 p.m. Senator Thomas moved a Do Pass as amended. 
 
3:39 p.m. Senator Schaible seconded the motion. 
 

Senators Vote 
Senator Ronald Sorvaag Y 
Senator Cole Conley Y 
Senator Scott Meyer Y 
Senator Donald Schaible Y 
Senator Paul J. Thomas Y 

Motion Passed: 5-0-0. 



Senate Appropriations Education and Environment Division 
HB 1448 
04/09/25 
Page 2  

Senator Thomas will carry the bill. 

3:42 p.m. Chairman Sorvaag adjourned the meeting. 

Steven Hall, Committee Clerk 
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25.0883.02002 
Title. 

Sixty-ninth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

Prepared by the Legislative Council 
staff for Senator Thomas 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 
FIRST ENGROSSMENT 

April 9, 2025 

ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL N0.1448 
Introduced by 

Representatives Christy, Bahl, Hagert, lsta, Nathe, O'Brien, Toman, Warrey, Dockter 

Senators Boschee, Meyer, Davison 

In place of the amendment (25.0883.02001) adopted by the Senate, Engrossed House Bill 
No. 1448 is amended by amendment (25. 0883. 02002) as follows: 

1 A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 64 of the North Dal<ota Century 

2 Gode, relating to the advanced technology re•Jie'l'1' committee, ad¥aneed technology grant 

3 program, and adttanced technology grant fund.for an Act to provide for a legislative 

4 management study relating to the development of advanced technologies. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

6 SECTION 1. A new chapter to title 64 of the North Dal<ota Century Gode is created and 

7 enacted as follows: 

8 Definitions. 

9 In this chapter. unless the context otherwise requires: 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

1. "Chief information officer" means the chief ieformation officer of the information 

technology department, 

2. "Commissioner" means the commissioner of the department of eommerec. 

3. "Committee" means the advanced technology review committee. 

~ "8or:,aFtmcnt" rneans the department of commerce. 

.6:;_ "Vice chancellor for information tectmology" means the chief information officer and 

vice chancellor for information technology of the North Dakota uni>i,•ersity system. 

Ad•.taneed teehne!egy re•1jew committee Membership Meetings. 

.h The advanced technology Fevim·, committee consists of: 

a. The chief infoFmation officCF or a designce within the information technology 

department: 
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:b:. The vice chancellor for information tectmology or a designee within the North 

Dakota uni1,crsity system: 

Q;: One individual from the private sector with significant information and advanced 

teohoology lmowledgc, appointed by the governor: 

ft. One individual from the pri;•ate seater with significant inf.ormation and gd•,anoea 

technology lmowledgc, appointed by the majority leader of the house of 

representati•,ms; 

Q;: One individual from the pri'tate sector with significant infor11'1ation and ad1,aneed 

technology l<nowlcdge, appointed by the majority leader of the senate; and 

f. The commissioner, or a desjgnee within the department of eommeree, who shall 

serve as a nonvoting member of the committee and provide recommendations to 

the com11'1ittec regarding grant m't!ards. 

2. By July first of each odd numbered year. the chief information officer and vice 

ehanceUor fQr infQrmation technology shall compile a list of individuals v,ith significant 

prj•,ate sector information and advanced technology lmowledgc working within the 

state to be foruarded to the go•.·ernor and the majority leaders of the house of 

representatives and senate. The go11ernor and the maiority leaders of the house of 

reprQsentatives and senate must consider the listed individuals for committee 

membershig3 appointments. 

3. The ehicf inf:ormation officer, vice chancellor for information technology, end 

commissioner are permanent members of the committee. The term of office of the 

members of the committee appointed from the private sector is four years except the 

initial term of office of the individual appointed by the majority leader of the senate is 

three years and the initial term of office of the indi•tidual appointed by the governor is 

two years, Each term of office commences on August first. Members serve at the 

pleasure of the appointing entity and may be reappointed for additional terms. By 

August first of each year. the chairman of the legislative management shall select one 

of the appointed members to serve as the chairman of the committee, The chairman of 

the committee shall select a vice chair. If a committee member ceases to qualify as a 

member of the appointing entity. that indi•tidual's membership on the committee 
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ceases immediately and the appointing entity shall appoint a new member to the 

eomroittee for the remainder of the term. 

4. A committee member representing tl;e private seetor is entitled to reeeive 

ooropensation in an amount not mceccding one hundred thirty fi>te dollars per day and 

travel and expense reimbursement as provided by law f.or state officers for attending 

meetings of the committee, to be paid by the department within the limits of legislati>te 

appropriations. 

fl.. The eommittee shall meet as necessary at the call of the committee cl-lairman to 

review ~ng approve grant applications ffom entrepreneurs. startup companies. and 

small businesses that arc in the initial phases of advanced teetmology product 

research, development. and inno•,ation and are unable to access financial resources 

for prototype product de·,elopment. 

Ad't·aneed technology grant program Eligibility Use of f1;1Ads. 

1.. The department shall administer the ad\•aneed technology grent program to pro;;jdc 

grants f.or activities identified in this chapter. The department shall pro·,ide 

administrative support for the program, including ti-le drafting of application forms. 

receiving applications. reviewing applications for completeness and compliance with 

committee policy, and f.orv,arding complete applications to the committee in 

aeeordance witl-1 the guidelines established by the committee. 

2. The committee shall establish guidelines f.or entities to qualify for an advanced 

technolog)' grant under this section. Program guidelines relating to ownership of 

intellectual property, inventions, and disco·t·erics must address activities and issues 

unique to teohnologics, patents. and companies created as a result of an ad•,anccd 

technology grant. 

a_ In determining whether to approve an application f.or grant funding, the committee 

shall consider the extent to 1t'tlhich the applicant"s proposal will support early stage 

resemrch and de·rclopment of advance technologies. promote eoonomio do•telopment. 

and edvanee the worlitorec in the stgte. The committee shall give priority ta 

applioatlons promoting the advancemeAt of artificial intelligence. machine learning. 

quantuFn somputing. and similar research and development and product inno•,aUon 
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1 

2 

3 

proposals, The committee shall consider and process applications in a tir=rml~· manner 

to allo·tV applicants an opportunity to leverage other funds, 

4. Grant recipients shall use funding awarded under this section to enhance ad'fanec 

4 technology product research, development, and innovation, and to the extent possible, 

5 lc\·erage state, f-ederal, and pri\·ate sources of funding . An entity recei\·ing a grant 

6 under this section may not use the funds for capital or building in\·estments or other 

7 activities not identified in this chapter. The funds may not be used for administrative 

8 eests or to supplant funding for regular operations of the entity. If an entity awarded a 

9 grant no longer eonduets its activities in the state. the entity must repay the e\'t!arded 

10 grant funding to department. 

11 Ad'+'anoed teetmologygrant fund. 

12 The ad'lfanced teehnolog): grant fund is a special fund in the state treasury admjnjsterecl by 

13 the department. Moneys in the fund must be used for providing grants and for the payment of 

14 eommittee and department administrative expenses incurred related to the requirements of this 

15 chapter, subieet to legislative appropriations. Interest eamed on moneys in the fund must be 

16 cred ited to the fund. 

17 Ad11anoed teehnelegy grant pregram Pestaward menitoring. 

18 Upon completion of '#Ork performed from funding provided by an advanced technology 

19 graAt. the departmeAt shall conduct an independent revie't\' of the results. fa,a1uation criteria 

20 may include how the worl< performed has: 

21 .1.. Contributed to dmtelopmeAt of an ad·,anced techAology product or process and 

22 enhanced the ability of a company to malcc investmcAts in the state, or otherwise 

23 enticed a company to invest in or mo·.-e to the state: 

24 a. Promoted economic development of the public or private sectors in the state: 

25 a. Led to a patent or research that is commercially ·,iable: or 

26 4. Positively affected workforce in the state. 

27 SECTION 1. LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT STUDY - ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 

28 DEVELOPMENT. During the 2025-26 interim. the legislative management shall consider 

29 studying the development of advanced technologies. The study must include an analysis of the 

30 .availability of public and private funds to develop advanced technologies, including artificial 

31 intelligence. machine learning, and quantum computing: the desirability and feasibility of 
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1 establishing an advanced technology grant program and committee; the capability of an existing: 

2 state agency to facilitate the development of advanced technology through a grant program; the 

3 desirability and feasibility of a private dollar grant matching program to promote advanced 

4 technology development; and consideration of private sector interest in advanced technology 

5 development. The legislative management shall report its findings and recommendations, 

6 together with any legislation required to implement the recommendations, to the seventieth 

7 legislative assembly. 
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2025 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations Committee 
Harvest Room, State Capitol 

HB 1448 
4/10/2025 

 
A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota 
Century Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced 
technology grant program, and advanced technology grant fund; to provide for a transfer; 
and to provide an appropriation. 

 
8:52 a.m. Chairman Bekkedahl opened the hearing.  
 
Members Present: Chairman Bekkedahl, Vice-Chairman Erbele, and Senators Burckhard, 
Cleary, Conley, Davison, Dever, Dwyer, Magrum, Mathern, Meyer, Schaible, Sickler, 
Sorvaag, Thomas, Wanzek.  
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Committee Action  
 

8:53 a.m. Senator Thomas introduced the bill and submitted testimony #44888. 
 
8:56 a.m. Senator Thomas moved amendment LC 25.0883.02002. 
 
8:56 a.m. Senator Sorvaag seconded the motion. 
 

Senators Vote 
Senator Brad Bekkedahl Y 
Senator Robert Erbele Y 
Senator Randy A. Burckhard Y 
Senator Sean Cleary Y 
Senator Cole Conley Y 
Senator Kyle Davison Y 
Senator Dick Dever Y 
Senator Michael Dwyer Y 
Senator Jeffery J. Magrum Y 
Senator Tim Mathern N 
Senator Scott Meyer Y 
Senator Donald Schaible Y 
Senator Jonathan Sickler Y 
Senator Ronald Sorvaag Y 
Senator Paul J. Thomas Y 
Senator Terry M. Wanzek Y 

 
Motion Passed 15-1-0.  
 
8:57 a.m. Senator Thomas moved a Do Pass as Amended.   
 



Senate Appropriations Committee  
HB 1448 
04/10/2025 
Page 2  
   

8:57 a.m. Senator Sorvaag seconded the motion. 
 

Senators Vote 
Senator Brad Bekkedahl Y 
Senator Robert Erbele Y 
Senator Randy A. Burckhard Y 
Senator Sean Cleary Y 
Senator Cole Conley Y 
Senator Kyle Davison Y 
Senator Dick Dever Y 
Senator Michael Dwyer Y 
Senator Jeffery J. Magrum Y 
Senator Tim Mathern Y 
Senator Scott Meyer Y 
Senator Donald Schaible Y 
Senator Jonathan Sickler Y 
Senator Ronald Sorvaag Y 
Senator Paul J. Thomas Y 
Senator Terry M. Wanzek Y 

 
Motion Passed 16-0-0.  

 
Senator Thomas will carry the bill.  

 
8:58 a.m. Chairman Bekkedahl closed the hearing. 
 
Elizabeth Reiten, Committee Clerk 
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Sixty-ninth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 

FIRST ENGROSSMENT 

Apri l 9, 2025 

ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1448 
Introduced by 

co 
'//ftJ/z_,J-
( O-f; 

Representatives Christy, Bahl, Hagert, lsta, Nathe, O'Brien, Toman, Warrey, Dockter 

Senators Boschee, Meyer, Davison 

In place of the amendment (25.0883.02001) adopted by the Senate, Engrossed House Bill 
No. 1448 is amended by amendment (25.0883.02002) as follows: 

1 A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dalmta Century 

2 Gode, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced technology grant 

3 program, and advanced technology grant fund. for an Act to provide for a legislative 

4 management study relating to the development of advanced technologies. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

6 SECTION 1. A new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota Century Gode is created and 

7 enacted as follows: 

8 Definitions. 

9 In this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

1. "Chief information officer" means the chief information officer of the information 

technology department. 

2.,. "Commissioner" means the commissioner of the department of commerce. 

a. "Committee" means the adi.'anced technology review committee. 

4. "Department" means the department of commerce. 

5. "Vice chancellor for information technology" means the chief information officer and 

vice chancellor for information technology of the North Dakota university system. 

Ad¥anced technology re·1iew committee Membership Meetings. 

1. The ad•1anced technology review committee consists of: 

a. The chief information officer or a designee v,ithin the information technology 

department: 
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b. The vice chancellor for information technology or a designee within the North 

Dakota university system: 

c. One indi11idual from the private sector with significant information and ad11anced 

technology kno•.vledge. appointed by the governor: 

d. One individual from the private sector with significant information and adi.•anced 

technology kno•Nledge. appointed by the majority leader of the house of 

representatives: 

e. One individual from the private sector with significant information and ad11anced 

technology knowledge. appointed by the majority leader of the senate: and 

f. The commissioner, or a designee •.vithin the department of commerce, who shall 

serve as a nonvoting member of the committee and provide recommendations to 

the committee regarding grant awards. 

2. By July first of each odd numbered year, the chief information officer and vice 

chancellor for information technology shall compile a list of individuals •.vith significant 

private sector information and adi.•anced technology knowledge working within the 

state to be forwarded to the go11ernor and the majority leaders of the house of 

representatives and senate. The governor and the majority leaders of the house of 

representatives and senate must consider the listed individuals for committee 

membership appointments. 

a,. The chief information officer, vice chancellor for information technology, and 

commissioner are permanent members of the committee. The term of office of the 

members of the committee appointed from the pri11ate sector is four years except the 

initial term of office of the individual appointed by the majority leader of the senate is 

three years and the initial term of office of the indi11idual appointed by the go11ernor is 

two years. each term of office commences on August first. Members sePo•e at the 

pleasure of the appointing entity and may be reappointed for additional terms. By 

August first of each year, the chairman of the legislative management shall select one 

of the appointed members to serve as the chairman of the committee. The chairman of 

the committee shall select a vice chair. If a committee member ceases to qualify as a 

member of the appointing entity, that individual's membership on the committee 
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ceases immediately and the appointing entity shall appoint a new member to the 

committee for the remainder of the term. 

4. /\. committee member representing the pri¥ate sector is entitled to recei•,e 

compensation in an amount not mmeeding one hundred thirty fi>1e dollars per day and 

tra¥el and expense reimbursement as pro•1ided by law for state officers for attending 

meetings of the committee, to be paid by the department within the limits of legislati¥e 

appropriations. 

5. The committee shall meet as necessary at the call of the committee chairman to 

re¥ie'N and appro¥e grant applications from entrepreneurs, startup companies, and 

small businesses that are in the initial phases of ad¥anced technology product 

research, de¥elopment, and innovation and are unable to access financial resources 

for prototype product development. 

Ad'l-•anoed teohnology grant program Eligibility Use of f1:.1nds. 

1. The department shall administer the advanced technology grant program to pro•1ide 

grants for activities identified in this chapter. The department shall pro,.·ide 

administrative support for the program. including the drafting of application forms, 

receiving applications, reviewing applications for completeness and compliance with 

committee policy. and forwarding complete applications to the committee in 

accordance with the guidelines established by the committee. 

.a. The committee shall establish guidelines for entities to qualify for an ad•1anced 

technology grant under this section. Program guidelines relating to o•Nnership of 

intellectual property. inventions, and disco•,eries must address acti>,ities and issues 

unique to technologies, patents, and companies created as a result of an advanced 

technology grant. 

a. In determining whether to approve an application for grant funding, the committee 

shall consider the extent to which the applicant's proposal ,..,ill support early stage 

research and development of advance technologies, promote economic de•,elopment, 

and ad•,·ance the workforce in the state. The committee shall gi\'e priority to 

applications promoting the advancement of artificial intelligence, machine learning, 

quantum computing, and similar research and development and product inno¥ation 
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proposals. The committee shall consider and process applications in a timely manner 

to allow applicants an opportunity to leverage other funds. 

4. Grant recipients shall use funding a1Narded under this section to enhance ad11ance 

4 technology product research, de11elopment, and innovation, and to the extent possible, 

5 leverage state, federal, and private sources of funding. An entity recei11ing a grant 

6 under this section may not use the funds for capital or building investments or other 

7 activities not identified in this chapter. The funds may not be used for administrative 

8 costs or to supplant funding for regular operations of the entity. If an entity awarded a 

9 grant no longer conducts its activities in the state, the entity must repay the awarded 

10 grant funding to department. 

11 Ad¥anoed technology grant flmd. 

12 The ad11anced technology grant fund is a special fund in the state treasury administered by 

13 the department. Moneys in the fund must be used for providing grants and for the payment of 

14 committee and department administrati11e ex:penses incurred related to the requirements of this 

15 chapter, subject to legislative appropriations. Interest earned on moneys in the fund must be 

16 credited to the fund. 

17 Ad¥anoed technology grant program Postaward monitoring. 

18 Upon completion of 'Nork performed from funding provided by an advanced technology 

19 grant, the department shall conduct an independent re•1imv of the results. E1•1aluation criteria 

20 may include ho1.'t' the worl< performed has: 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

1. Contributed to development of an advanced technology product or process and 

enhanced the ability of a company to mal<e investments in the state, or otherwise 

enticed a company to invest in or move to the state: 

2. Promoted economic de•1elopment of the public or private sectors in the state; 

a. Led to a patent or research that is commercially viable: or 

4. Positi11ely affected 1Norkforce in the state. 

27 SECTION 1. LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT STUDY - ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 

28 DEVELOPMENT. During the 2025-26 interim, the legislative management shall consider 

29 studying the development of advanced technologies. The study must include an analysis of the 

30 availability of public and private funds to develop advanced technologies, including artificial 

31 intelligence, machine learning, and quantum computing; the desirability and feasibility of 
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1 establishing an advanced technology grant program and committee; the capability of an existing 

2 state agency to facilitate the development of advanced technology through a grant program; the 

3 desirability and feasibility of a private dollar grant matching program to promote advanced 

4 technology development; and consideration of private sector interest in advanced technology 

5 development. The legislative management shall report its findings and recommendations, 

6 together with any legislation required to implement the recommendations, to the seventieth 

7 legislative assembly. 
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25.0883.02002 
Title. 

Sixty-ninth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

Prepared by the Legislative Council 
staff for Senator Thomas 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 
FIRST ENGROSSMENT 

April 9, 2025 

ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO.1448 
Introduced by 

Representatives Christy, Bahl, Hagert, lsta, Nathe, O'Brien, Toman, Warrey, Dockter 

Senators Boschee, Meyer, Davison 

In place of the amendment (25. 0883. 02001) adopted by the Senate, Engrossed House Bill 
No. 1448 is amended by amendment (25.0883.02002) as foffows: 

1 A BILL for BR Aet te ereete aREI eRaet a ReYI ehapter te title 64 ef the ►,erth DalEeta GeRt1:1ry 

2 Geele, relatiRQ te the aetvanoeet teohnology r:e•.iie,.., eemmittee, aelYaneeel teehRelegy grant 

3 pregram, BREI aeh•aReed teel=tnelegy grant f1:1nd. for an Act to provide for a legislative 

4 management study relating to the development of advanced technologies. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

6 SECTION 1. A ne•.v ehaJ:,ter te title 64 ef the ►,erth DalEeta Gentl:JfY Gede is created and 

7 enaeted as follows: 

8 Defloitleos, 

9 lo this ehepter unless the eentelEt ether-wise re~ujr-es· 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

1. "Chief infermatien affieer'' meaas the et,;et iRft)ffAetieA o#ieer ef the informetiea 

toohnelegy deeertment. 

2... "Gemmissjener" means the eemmjssjener of the der,ertreeet ef eemmeree. 

a.. "Gemmjttee" means the aefYaneed teet.:melegy FeYie•..,. eemmittee 

~ "DeeaFtment" means tbe deeeFtment of eemmeree 

~ "'t'iee ehaneeller fer infeFmatiee teetmelog)'" means the el:)ief infermatjen effieer and 

vjee el:leneeuer fer infeFmatien teehnelegy ef the ~Jer=ta QelEote 1;1nii;eFS;ty system 

Adyanoed teebnelegy re•1iew eemmittee MeR1be,ship Meetings, 

1... The ad'Janeed teehneleg) r-e•ti0'.fi eemmittee eensists et 

f.l.. The eRief inf.eFFAatieA effieer er- a desigeee ... ittiio the informatieo teehnelegy 

department 
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:b:. The viee et=ianeeUer ror informatieo teetmelos1y or a dosignoo within the North 

Dakota uai•rersity system: 

:Q. One indi•tidual JFom t"1e pri'il'ete sector '.♦..ith signiffeent informatien end ad·o1aneed 

teohnofefily lmowledge, appeiBted by the ge¥ernor: 

fl.. OMO indi•1idt;1al from the prj .. •ate seater w;th sigaifieant ioformatieo and ee·o1anood 

~aelegy IEnew!edge, appeiated by the majority leDE:ier of the he1;1so of 

representatives; 

e.. One individual from the pri•rate sector w;th signifioaat infermetien ead ad¥anooEI 

teehnef oar kn owled file, appeinted by the mi;lierity loader of the senate; and 

f.. The eommissionor or e eesignee within the depertmeAt ef eornmcree. who saan 
serve as a oonyeting mcmeer of the eofflmittee and pro•tide reoommendations ta 
the committee regarding grant awards. 

2.. By July first et oaeh odd numeoFeel year. tee ehief ieformatiea officer and 'a'ioo 

ehanoellor for inrormetieEI teehnoleg~ shall eempile a list of iaetiviauels with siQBifieeAt 

pri•,ate seetor iE1fermatie1:1 aAd a~'il'aneed teeheelogy kneYtledge worklog within the 

state to be forwarded ta tt-,e oe·,erner and the majerib: leaders ef the h01;1se et 

reproseAtati'fes and seaate The go1•ernor end the reQieFib' leaders of tho house of 

rcpreseatati1•es end senate must eensidcr tho listed imf Mduals tor eemmittee 

membership appointments, 

a. Tho ohief information officer. 1•iee ehaneellor fer infermetjon technology, and 

eommissioaer arc permeneE1t members of the committee. The ter-m of effioc ef tt-ie 

members of the eemmittce appeinted fr-em the private seeter is feur years except the 

initial term of office of the ioeti•,jduel appeioted by tl9e mejerib• leader of the seAete i1 

three years and tbo iaitiel term ef effiee of the iBdi't•idual appeinted lay the ge't'eceer is 

two years. Eaeh term of e.ffieo oemmeAoes eR Auoust tiESt. Members sef\•e at the 

pleasure of the a13peiAting entity eed may ee reappointed fer additioael terms, 8Y.: 

August first of eael'I year, the ehairmao ef the legtsleti't'e mana"emont shall seleet oAe 

of the appeiated members to serve es tt,e ehairmee ef the eemmittee. The eha!Emen of 

tho eernmittoe shall seleet a 't'ioe el=lair. If e oemmitteo member oeases to quaHfy as a 

member ef the appeiotio" entity, that iodividuel's membership er, the eemmit.tee 
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ooases immeajotoly aae tl:}o appoif'ltiog entity shall a1u.1eiAt a now member to the 

eemmittee fer the Femeieder et tee term. 

~ A eommittee member representing tho prjyate sector is eatitled to reeei11e 

eempensetion ie aa amount Rot e,teeedin~ one huAdred thirty fi•,e dollars per day aAd 

tte't•el end-expeeeo reimbuFSemeet as preyidea by law for state effieeFS fer atteadiag­

meetial!Js ef the eemfflittee, to be paid by the depaFtmeat •flitRin the limits of legisleti110 

approprietioas. 

,t;_. The eemmittee shall meet as eeeessaey et the een of the eemmittee eheirmen te 
r-eview end_ appro1·e greet BppUeetieas ffem eatrapree01;1rs. startup eempaaies, aad 

srnall busiaesses thet ere iA tt=ie iaitiel pt=,eses of edYaAeea teoheelegy proayot 

Fesoareh, de·,elopmont. and inno11at;en and are 1::1aable te aooeos finBneial reseurees 

for prototype preduet de•.·elopment. 

Ac:l't'ioeed teehoelegy grant pregrem Eligibillb' Use ef funds. 

1.. The departmeet shell administer tee ae•,aneed teeheelegy graBt pregFem te proyide 

t1cents fer aetMties identified in this ehapter. Tho department et,an t,Fe't'ide 

aemioistrati•1e s1;1pport for the program, ineh:1di0g tt=,e drafting ef appliealiea terms, 

reeet·••ing appljeauens, re11iewing oppiieatieas fer oemploteeess eed eempfienee witl:1 

eommittoo polioy. and forwareing eompleto eppUeatiens te the eemm;ttee ia 

eeoerdeneo with the guidelines established by the eemmittee. 

a. The committee shell estet,Usb guidelines fer et1tities to qualify for BB Bd11enoed 

tootmolQgy tueot under this seetieA, ProgFem guideliaee relating to ownership ef 

inteneetuel preperty. in•.:entieos, and djseo,.,eries m1;1st address aetivities eed iss1::1es 

uoiaue to teohAologies. patents. eAd eompaeies ereeted es e result of BA ed ... eoeed 

toehnelegy grant. 

.a. lo detcrminieg '♦'♦'bother to appreYe an epplieetion for greet ftiaaieg. the committee 

shall eoRsider the e~oAt to which the appiioant's proposal wm s1::1pport eaF!y stage 

rosearoh and ao•,elepment of edvanee toehaolemios, premete eeoaemie do't'eiepment. 

ens aa ... aaee tt,e wefkferee 10 tt,e state, Jee e§mmitteo shall ti't'o i:,rierjty ta 

applioatlons promoting tho ad'.ts.meemeot ef artlflelal intemgeeee. meehlne learning, 

quamurn eemput;ec:1; aea similar reseeroe aad seyeiepmeet am;t Pf0d1:1ot ieee•watiee 
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1 

2 

3 

pro1;1osaIs. The eommlttoe shall eoAsider and proeess appUeetjons in a tifflofy manner 

to anew applioants an opportunity to le•1erage other fuods, 

~ Great recipients shall use fuading e¥tierdeet uAder this seetieB te eAhenee ad¥eAee 

4 teehnofogy pFeduet reseaFeh, de't'elopment, eAd iono .. •atioa, and to the e>ftent peesiele, 

5 le1t•eFage state, federal, anel priYate seurees of fuAEling, An entity roeei•1iag a grant 

6 under this seetieA may not use the funds fer eapital er building iA'lestmcnts or other 

7 activities not ideAtified iA this ehag;,ter. The funds may net be used f.or administrati't'c 

8 costs er to supplant tuBding fer regular eperations of u,e entity, If en entity a'+·•·araed a 

9 graBt ne foAgor eond1;1ms Its eoti'lities in the state, the eAtity must repay the awarded 

1 O grant funding to department, 

11 Advaoeed teeooelegy grant fund. 

12 The adveaeed teet-motegy gfeet fund is e speeiel ftJnd ia the state treesuF)· administered ey 
13 the departmeot, Mooers io tee fuAEI must ee used fer t,roviding gr=gae emt for the payment of 

14 eemmittee enEI etopartment adFHioistrati>+•e e:MpeAses iaeuFFed related to the requiromonts ef this 

15 ehepter. sub;eet to legisteti•1e eppFopFiatlens, lnteFest eareed en moneys ia the ftlnd must be 

16 orediteel to the fuoa, 

17 Adyaoeed technology grant pregram Peataward monitoring. 

18 UpoA eempletioo of work performed from fuodieg provided by ao aevaneed teehnelegy 

19 graot, the departmeat shall eenduet an indcpeAdent re•1ie·.v ef the results. E:Yaluatiea eritor;a 

20 may iaetude how the work perlermoEl hes: 

21 1,. contributed to de•+·elepmeat of an ed•;aneed teehnology prod1;mt or proeess end 

22 enhanced the abilib: ef a company to malEo investmeAts iEI the state, er otheFwlse 

23 entiocd e company to invest io of move to the state: 

24 a. Prematea eeeaemie development ef the pueHe er pri't'ete sectors iB the state; 

25 a. Lea to e patent er research that is eeFHrnereiaHv viable: or 

26 ~ Positii.•ely effeeted wor!tferee iB tbe state, 

27 SECTION 1. LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT STUDY· ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 

28 DEVELOPMENT. During the 2025-26 interim, the legislative management shall consider 

29 studying the development of advanced technologies. The study must include an analysis of the 

30 availability of public and private funds to develop advanced technologies, including artificial 

31 intelligence, machine learning, and quantum computing; the desirability and feasibility of 

Page No. 4 25.0883.02002 



Sixty-ninth 
Legislative Assembly 

1 establishing an advanced technology grant program and committee; the capability of an existing 

2 state agency to facilitate the development of advanced technology through a grant program; the 

3 desirability and feasibility of a private dollar grant matching program to promote advanced 

4 technology development; and consideration of private sector interest in advanced technology 

5 development. The legislative management shall report its findings and recommendations, 

6 together with any legislation required to implement the recommendations, to the seventieth 

7 legislative assembly. 
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2025 CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 

HB 1448 



2025 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Industry, Business and Labor Committee 
Room JW327C, State Capitol 

HB1448 
4/23/2025 

Conference Committee 
 

A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota 
Century Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced 
technology grant program, and advanced technology grant fund; to provide for a transfer; 
and to provide an appropriation. 

 
4:02 p.m. Chairman Warrey opened the meeting. 
 
Members Present: Chairman Warrey, Representatives Nathe, Ostlie, Senators Barta, 
Kessel, Sorvaag 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Business concepts 
• Committee make up 
• Artificial Intelligence (AI) investment 

 
4:02 p.m. Chairman Warrey initiated the discussion. 
 
4:04 p.m. Senator Barta discussed the Senate position. 
 
4:14 p.m. Chairman Warrey will do some research on a minimum funding number. 
 
4:17 p.m. Chairman Warrey closed the meeting. 
 
Diane Lillis, Committee Clerk 
 
 



2025 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Industry, Business and Labor Committee 
Room JW327C, State Capitol 

HB 1448 
4/24/2025 

Conference Committee 

A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota 
Century Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced 
technology grant program, and advanced technology grant fund; to provide for a transfer; 
and to provide an appropriation. 

11:01 a.m. Chairman Warrey called the meeting to order. 

Members Present: Chairman Warrey, Representatives Nathe, Senators Barta, Kessel, 
Sorvaag. Member Absent: Representative Ostlie 

Discussion Topics: 
• Committee Action

11:01 a.m. Chairman Warrey proposed removing the funding and establishing the advanced 
technology review committee.  

11:05 a.m. Representative Nathe moved to amend by removing the $300,000 and to have 
the Chairperson of Legislative Management to appoint a chairman and to establish the 
committee within the Department of Commerce. (Further motion on 4/25/25 to clarify the 
motion to reject the Senate amendments LC #25.0883.02002, LC #25.0883.02001 and 
reverting to LC #25.0883.02000). 

11:05 a.m. Senator Barta seconded the motion. 

11:06 a.m. Motion passed 5-0-1 

11:06 a.m. Representative Nathe moved a Do Pass as Amended. 

11:06 a.m. Senator Barta seconded the motion. 

11:06 a.m. Motion passed 5-0-1. 

11:06 a.m. Chairman Warrey will carry the bill for the House. 

11:06 a.m. Senator Barta will carry the bill for the Senate. 

11:07 a.m. Chairman Warrey adjourned the meeting.  

Wyatt Armstrong for Diane Lillis, Committee Clerk 

Bill reconsidered on 04/26/25



HB 1448 042425 1127 AM Roll Call Vote

Final Recommendation

HB 1448

Date Submitted: April 24, 2025, 11:27 a.m.

Recommendation: In Place Of

Amendment LC #: 25.0883.01003

Engrossed LC #: N/A

Description:

Motioned By: Nathe, Mike

Seconded By: Barta, Jeff

House Carrier: Warrey, Jonathan

Senate Carrier: Barta, Jeff

Emergency Clause: None

Vote Results: 5 - 0 - 1

04/25/2025

Rep. Warrey, Jonathan Yea

Rep. Nathe, Mike Yea

Rep. Ostlie, Mitch Absent

Sen. Barta, Jeff Yea

Sen. Kessel, Greg Yea

Sen. Sorvaag, Ronald Yea



2025 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Industry, Business and Labor Committee 
Room JW327C, State Capitol 

HB1448 
4/25/2025 

Conference Committee 

A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new chapter to title 54 of the North Dakota 
Century Code, relating to the advanced technology review committee, advanced 
technology grant program, and advanced technology grant fund; to provide for a transfer; 
and to provide an appropriation. 

10:00 a.m. Chairman Warrey called the meeting to order. 

Members Present: Chairman Warrey, Representatives Ostlie, Senators Barta, Kessel, 
Sorvaag 

Member Absent: Representative Nathe 

Discussion Topics: 
• Committee Action

10:00 a.m. Chairman Warrey requested a motion to reconsider the bill. 

10:00 a.m. Senator Kessel moved to reconsider the bill. 

10:00 a.m. Senator Barta seconded the motion. 

Voice vote. 

Motion passed. 

10:00 a.m. Senator Barta moved to reject the Senate amendments LC #25.0883.02002, and 
LC #25.0883.02001. Reverting to LC #25.0883.02000. 

10:00 a.m. Representative Ostlie seconded the motion. 

Motion passed 5-0-1 

10:01 a.m. Chairman Warrey will carry the bill for the House. 

10:01 a.m. Senator Barta will carry the bill for the Senate. 

10:01 a.m. Chairman Warrey adjourned the meeting.  

Wyatt Armstrong for Diane Lillis, Committee Clerk 



HB 1448 042525 1008 AM Roll Call Vote

Final Recommendation

HB 1448

Date Submitted: April 25, 2025, 10:08 a.m.

Recommendation: Reject

Amendment LC #: 25.0883.02002

Engrossed LC #: N/A

Description:

Motioned By: Barta, Jeff

Seconded By: Ostlie, Mitch

House Carrier: Warrey, Jonathan

Senate Carrier: Barta, Jeff

Emergency Clause: None

Vote Results: 5 - 0 - 1

04/25/2025

Rep. Warrey, Jonathan Yea

Rep. Nathe, Mike Absent

Rep. Ostlie, Mitch Yea

Sen. Barta, Jeff Yea

Sen. Kessel, Greg Yea

Sen. Sorvaag, Ronald Yea
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Insert LC: 25.0883.02002 Title: 02000
House Carrier: Warrey

Senate Carrier: Barta

(1) DESK (2) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_cfcomrep_70_001

REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
ENGROSSED HB 1448

Your conference committee (Sens. Barta, Kessel, Sorvaag and Reps. Warrey, Nathe, Ostlie)
recommends the SENATE REJECT its amendments (25.0883.02002) to Engrossed HB
1448.

Engrossed HB 1448 was placed on the Seventh order of business on the calendar.

https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/69-2025/regular/documents/25-0883-02002m.pdf
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