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Relating to the homestead tax credit; and to provide an effective date. 

 
9:00 a.m. Chairman Weber called the meeting to order.  
 
Members present: Chairman Weber, Vice Chairman Rummel, Senator Marcellais, Senator 
Patten, Senator Powers, Senator Walen 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Fiscal note calculation 

• Scenarios in which individuals lose tax exemption 
 
9:00 a.m. Senator Wobbema, District 24, introduced SB 2301, testified in favor and 
submitted testimony #32124. 
 
9:16 a.m. Brian Kroshus, Tax Commissioner, testified neutral.  
 
9:19 a.m. Chairman Weber closed the hearing. 
 
Chance Anderson, Committee Clerk 
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Chairman Weber and member of the Finance and Tax Committee. I am Senator Mike Wobbema from District 

24. During this last campaigns ason, all of us heard the outcry of a runaway property tax system. To that end, 

I recognize that this committee as been tasked with sorting through all the "good" ideas that have been birthed 

from that outcry. I apologize (w 11, ... sort of) for adding to your effort. 

SB 2301 is an attempt to solve, or nearly solve, one of those suggestions that kept popping up in similar 

discussions that I had. That is; "people who are over 65 shouldn't have to pay property tax. They have contributed 

enough, and they should be able to really own their homes." I agree with them, mostly. I would modify that 

thought by stating that those who have been very successful through their lives and have become sufficiently 

affluent, could (maybe should} be counted on to continue to contribute to the needs of their communities through 

a modest property tax that doesn't place an undue burden upon them. 

The substance of SB 2301 increases the income and taxed property values to a level that I believe relieves the 

property tax burden on those low to mid-middle-class citizens over age 65. I have tied the income values to a 

percentage of poverty to allow for increases in the cost of living, thereby striving to keep purchasing power 

roughly the same over time. I have also substantially increased the requisite home value in this calculation to 

effect what I believe is a reasonable step in reducing or eliminating the property tax to our senior citizens. The 

increase in home values both in real terms and for property tax valuations places a lot of our citizens who live in 

modest homes in situations where the increased values and related property tax charges effectively price them 

out of paradise. Those who are likely most incapable of absorbing the increases in property taxes are those that 

the homestead property tax credit was intended to protect. 

I know there are several options being considered. I believe this option reasonably addresses the concerns 

heard during this past campaign season in a manner that is substantive and impactful to those over 65. And I 

believe the methodology in determining eligibility reduces the need for the legislature to continuously modify the 

numbers session after session. I request that you give SB 2301 consideration in your deliberations. 
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Relating to the homestead tax credit; and to provide an effective date. 

 
10:17 a.m. Chairman Weber opened the hearing.  
 
Members present: Chairman Weber, Vice Chairman Rummel, Senator Marcellais, Senator 
Patten, Senator Powers, Senator Walen 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Committee action  
 
10:18 a.m. Senator Powers moved a Do Not Pass. 
 
10:18 a.m. Senator Patten seconded the motion.  
 

Senators Vote 

Senator Mark F. Weber Y 
Senator Dean Rummel Y 
Senator Richard Marcellais Y 
Senator Dale Patten Y 
Senator Michelle Powers Y 
Senator Chuck Walen N 

 
Motion passed 5-1-0. 
 
Chairman Weber will carry the bill. 

 
10:19 a.m. Chairman Weber closed the hearing.  
 
Chance Anderson, Committee Clerk 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2301 (25.0512.02000)

Finance and Taxation Committee (Sen. Weber, Chairman) recommends DO NOT PASS
(5 YEAS, 1 NAY, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2301 was placed on the Eleventh
order on the calendar. This bill does not affect workforce development.

https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/69-2025/regular/documents/25-0512-02000.pdf
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