
MEDICAID DRUG COST HISTORY
General fund costs for Medicaid drug benefits in North Dakota have increased significantly in recent years and

are anticipated to continue to do so during the 2001-03 biennium.  The general fund share of Medicaid costs is
approximately 30 percent.  The following table shows the general fund share of Medicaid drug costs in North
Dakota for 1991-93 through 1999-2001 and the appropriation for the 2001-03 biennium.
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DEMOGRAPHIC CONSIDERATIONS
During July 2001, 32,051 North Dakotans received Medicaid services, 8,184 of which were age 65 or older

(25.5 percent of the total Medicaid population).  However, approximately 39.1 percent of total 1999-2001 bien-
nium Medicaid drug costs related to Medicaid recipients age 65 and older.  The state’s demographic projections
indicate a growing elderly population, which could contribute to future increases in Medicaid drug expenditures.
The total population of North Dakota is anticipated to increase by only 1.1 percent from 2000 to 2015, according
to data published by the North Dakota Data Center.  However, the age 65 and older population of North Dakota is
projected to increase by 36.6 percent during that time period.  The following table shows estimated changes in
the state’s population from 1991 through 2015.
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  FUTURE MEDICAID COSTS
Future Medicaid drug costs are difficult to estimate.  Many factors, including demographic changes, influence

these costs.  Unknown factors that could affect future state Medicaid drug costs include the state’s share of Medi-
caid, inflationary increases in drug costs, the prices of new medications, and utilization rates.

The average annual rate of increase in general fund Medicaid drug costs from 1991 to 1999 was
16.89 percent; the average biennial rate of increase was 36.65 percent.

The following schedule calculates what North Dakota’s general fund Medicaid drug costs could be for each
biennium through the 2013-15 biennium, assuming a 36.65 percent biennial increase, the average rate of
increase experienced for the 1991-93 through 1997-99 bienniums.

$19,469,7991999-2001 (actual)
General Fund  Medicaid Drug CostsBiennium

39124 Prepared by the North Dakota Legislative Council
staff for the Budget Committee on Health Care
                           October 2001

MEDICAID DRUG COSTS AND PROJECTED DEMOGRAPHIC
CHANGES IN NORTH DAKOTA



$173,232,3202013-15
$126,770,8162011-13
$92,770,4472009-11
$67,889,0942007-09
$49,681,0052005-07
$36,356,3892003-05
$26,605,4802001-03 

As discussed earlier, the number of state residents age 65 or older will impact the number of Medicaid recipi-
ents age 65 or older, a group which accounts for a disproportionately large share of total Medicaid drug
expenditures.

The age 65 and older population of North Dakota is expected to increase at a significantly higher annual rate
from 2000 to 2015 (approximately 2.1 percent per year) than it did during 1991 to 1999 (approximately .07
percent per year).  The impact of this demographic change on Medicaid costs cannot be estimated because of
unknown impacts, including utilization and costs of drugs used by the age group and is therefore not reflected in
the increases shown above.
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